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ENTRANCE HYMNS
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”)
When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless rend
with the Lightning of Divineness. And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the earth, Then did
all the powers that are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are our God, Glory to You.
Apolytikion for Post-Presentation - Chere, kecharitomeni (“Lady full of grace”)
Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen from you
and He illumined those in darkness. And you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in your embraces the
One who liberates our souls and bestows on us the Resurrection.
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape
Greek
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.
English Phonetics for Greek
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi
yper pandon imon.
English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds:
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.
Seasonal Kontakion – O mitran parthenikin (“the virginal womb”)
You sanctified the virginal womb by Your birth, O Lord, and blessed the hands of Symeon fittingly, O Christ
God; and even now You came and saved us. Now, give peace to our Nation in time of war, and empower our
Leaders, so loved by You, the only one who loves humanity.

Philoptochos Membership: Calling all ladies of the parish! It's time to join the Ladies Philoptochos Society (or
renew your membership). All ladies over the age of 18 are eligible and welcome to help support this important
ministry of the church. If you have not received membership information via email or by post, feel free to reach
out to Flora Poloway at Flora.Poloway@gmail.com directly.

The P hiloptochos P oor Box benefits Code Blue Overnight
Em ergency W arm ing Center in P hoenix ville

The Ladies Philoptochos Society has recently added a Poor Box in the
Narthex, to help fund its mission to aid those in need. Donations to the
Poor Box will support this effort. Currently donations made to the Poor
Box are being directed to the Code Blue Overnight Emergency Warming
Center in Phoenixville. You can learn more about the Warming Center at
https://www.annsheart.org/programs/code-blue.
You can send checks to the church to the attention of Philoptochos/Poor
Box Donations, or donate at
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html.
Thank you for your support!

Epistle Reading

The Reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10
The Lord is my strength and my song.
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.
Brethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he
says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation." Behold,
now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's way,
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit,
genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and
yet possessing everything.
Stewardship: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2020 Stewardship Program! If you have not yet
finished paying your 2020 pledge, please do so as soon as possible so that we can finalize our stewardship
rolls for last year. In addition, when paying by check, it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2020” on
the memo line so that your account is properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to
include your name either on the outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash. Payments
may also be made using PayPal and Venmo (www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch). Should you have any
questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson.
2021 Stewardship Commitment Forms are available at the Pangari. Don’t forget to indicate “Stewardship
2021” in the memo line of your check (or on a slip of paper attached to cash) so that your account is properly
credited. Stewardship packets for 2021 will be arriving at your homes soon. Should you have any questions,
please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson. Thank you!
2021 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2021 church calendars are available for pickup
in the church Narthex on a first come, first serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family
take only 1 calendar per household. If you are not able to attend church and would like a calendar, please
contact the Parish office to make arrangements for contactless pickup from the office. Thank you

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς

Πρὸς Κορινθίους β' 6:1-10
Ἰσχύς μου καὶ ὕμνησίς μου ὁ Κύριος.
Στίχ. Παιδεύων ἐπαίδευσέ με ὁ Κύριος.
Ἀδελφοί, συνεργοῦντες δὲ καὶ παρακαλοῦμεν μὴ εἰς κενὸν τὴν χάριν τοῦ θεοῦ δέξασθαι ὑμᾶς λέγει γάρ, Καιρῷ δεκτῷ ἐπήκουσά σου, καὶ ἐν ἡμέρᾳ σωτηρίας ἐβοήθησά σοι· ἰδού, νῦν καιρὸς
εὐπρόσδεκτος, ἰδού, νῦν ἡμέρα σωτηρίας - μηδεμίαν ἐν μηδενὶ διδόντες προσκοπήν, ἵνα μὴ μωμηθῇ
ἡ διακονία· ἀλλʼ ἐν παντὶ συνιστῶντες ἑαυτοὺς ὡς θεοῦ διάκονοι, ἐν ὑπομονῇ πολλῇ, ἐν θλίψεσιν,
ἐν ἀνάγκαις, ἐν στενοχωρίαις, ἐν πληγαῖς, ἐν φυλακαῖς, ἐν ἀκαταστασίαις, ἐν κόποις, ἐν
ἀγρυπνίαις, ἐν νηστείαις, ἐν ἁγνότητι, ἐν γνώσει, ἐν μακροθυμίᾳ, ἐν χρηστότητι, ἐν πνεύματι ἁγίῳ,
ἐν ἀγάπῃ ἀνυποκρίτῳ, ἐν λόγῳ ἀληθείας, ἐν δυνάμει θεοῦ, διὰ τῶν ὅπλων τῆς δικαιοσύνης τῶν
δεξιῶν καὶ ἀριστερῶν, διὰ δόξης καὶ ἀτιμίας, διὰ δυσφημίας καὶ εὐφημίας· ὡς πλάνοι καὶ ἀληθεῖς·
ὡς ἀγνοούμενοι, καὶ ἐπιγινωσκόμενοι· ὡς ἀποθνῄσκοντες, καὶ ἰδού, ζῶμεν· ὡς παιδευόμενοι, καὶ
μὴ θανατούμενοι· ὡς λυπούμενοι, ἀεὶ δὲ χαίροντες· ὡς πτωχοί, πολλοὺς δὲ πλουτίζοντες· ὡς μηδὲν
ἔχοντες, καὶ πάντα κατέχοντες.

GOSPEL READING

The Gospel According to Matthew 25:14-30
The Lord said this parable: "A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; to one
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the
two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his
master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the two
talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much;
enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will more
be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth." As he said these things he
cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 25:14-30 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπος ἀποδημῶν ἐκάλεσε τοὺς ἰδίους δούλους καὶ παρέδωκεν
αὐτοῖς τὰ ὑπάρχοντα αὐτοῦ, καὶ ᾧ μὲν ἔδωκε πέντε τάλαντα, ᾧ δὲ δύο, ᾧ δὲ ἕν, ἑκάστῳ κατὰ τὴν ἰδίαν δύναμιν,
καὶ ἀπεδήμησεν εὐθέως. πορευθεὶς δὲ ὁ τὰ πέντε τάλαντα λαβὼν εἰργάσατο ἐν αὐτοῖς καὶ ἐποίησεν ἄλλα πέντε
τάλαντα. ὡσαύτως καὶ ὁ τὰ δύο ἐκέρδησε καὶ αὐτὸς ἄλλα δύο. ὁ δὲ τὸ ἓν λαβὼν ἀπελθὼν ὤρυξεν ἐν τῇ γῇ καὶ
ἀπέκρυψε τὸ ἀργύριον τοῦ κυρίου αὐτοῦ. μετὰ δὲ χρόνον πολὺν ἔρχεται ὁ κύριος τῶν δούλων ἐκείνων καὶ
συναίρει μετ᾿ αὐτῶν λόγον. καὶ προσελθὼν ὁ τὰ πέντε τάλαντα λαβὼν προσήνεγκεν ἄλλα πέντε τάλαντα λέγων·
κύριε, πέντε τάλαντά μοι παρέδωκας· ἴδε ἄλλα πέντε τάλαντα ἐκέρδησα ἐπ᾿ αὐτοῖς. ἔφη αὐτῷ ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ·
εὖ, δοῦλε ἀγαθὲ καὶ πιστέ! ἐπὶ ὀλίγα ἦς πιστός, ἐπὶ πολλῶν σε καταστήσω· εἴσελθε εἰς τὴν χαρὰν τοῦ κυρίου
σου. προσελθὼν δὲ καὶ ὁ τὰ δύο τάλαντα λαβὼν εἶπε· κύριε, δύο τάλαντά μοι παρέδωκας· ἴδε ἄλλα δύο τάλαντα
ἐκέρδησα ἐπ᾿ αὐτοῖς. ἔφη αὐτῷ ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ· εὖ, δοῦλε ἀγαθὲ καὶ πιστέ! ἐπὶ ὀλίγα ἦς πιστός, ἐπὶ πολλῶν
σε καταστήσω· εἴσελθε εἰς τὴν χαρὰν τοῦ κυρίου σου. προσελθὼν δὲ καὶ ὁ τὸ ἓν τάλαντον εἰληφὼς εἶπε· κύριε·
ἔγνων σε ὅτι σκληρὸς εἶ ἄνθρωπος, θερίζων ὅπου οὐκ ἔσπειρας καὶ συνάγων ὅθεν οὐ διεσκόρπισας· καὶ
φοβηθεὶς ἀπελθὼν ἔκρυψα τὸ τάλαντόν σου ἐν τῇ γῇ· ἴδε ἔχεις τὸ σόν. ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ εἶπεν
αὐτῷ· πονηρὲ δοῦλε καὶ ὀκνηρέ! ᾔδεις ὅτι θερίζω ὅπου οὐκ ἔσπειρα καὶ συνάγω ὅθεν οὐ διεσκόρπισα! ἔδει
οὖν σε βαλεῖν τὸ ἀργύριόν μου τοῖς τραπεζίταις, καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐγὼ ἐκομισάμην ἂν τὸ ἐμὸν σὺν τόκῳ. ἄρατε οὖν
ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ τὸ τάλαντον καὶ δότε τῷ ἔχοντι τὰ δέκα τάλαντα. τῷ γὰρ ἔχοντι παντὶ δοθήσεται καὶ περισσευθήσεται,
ἀπὸ δὲ τοῦ μὴ ἔχοντος καὶ ὃ ἔχει ἀρθήσεται ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ. καὶ τὸν ἀχρεῖον δοῦλον ἐκβάλετε εἰς τὸ σκότος τὸ
ἐξώτερον· ἐκεῖ ἔσται ὁ κλαυθμὸς καὶ ὁ βρυγμὸς τῶν ὀδόντων.

A message from His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew about the COVID vaccine:
When His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was asked whether he would get the coronavirus
vaccine, he replied: "Of course I will get the vaccine. Besides, I think this is required based on my age. I am
close to 81, so I belong to the age group that needs to be vaccinated. But it is not only a matter of necessity or
choice, but also a responsibility to fellow human beings. That is why I hope that a large part of the world's
population will soon be vaccinated for the spread of the deadly virus to stop. Of course, until then, we must all
strictly observe the protective measures so as not to mourn more victims."
Please heed the words of His All-Holiness! Below are the links to vaccine interest signups in Montgomery and
Chester Counties:
https://www.montcopa.org/3660/COVID-19-Vaccine
https://chesco.org/4822/COVID19Vaccine
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St. Nicholas Shrine Vigil Candle: Thank you to the Black Family for sponsoring today’s vigil candle for
St. Nicholas Shrine. Thank you also to the Nikas Family for sponsoring the vigil candle in honor of
Sophia’s 16th birthday today. Anyone wishing to sponsor a vigil candle should sign up at the Pangari or email
the Parish office. (Each vigil candle lasts one week). Each week a new vigil candle will be placed next to the
icon of St. Nicholas until the construction of St. Nicholas Shrine has been completed. The asking donation is
$10.
Memorial Service: This morning’s memorial is chanted for the soul of Kassiani Araouzou (1 year), beloved
mother of Carolyn (Harry) Mackrides and Georgene (Richard) Sinclair. We would also like to remember Carolyn
and Georgene’s father, Christos Araouzou (22years), and their brothers Costas (18 years) and Spiro (10 years).
May their memory be eternal.
Thank you to the Mackrides and Sinclair families for offering the kolyva today.
Today we observe Scout Sunday: The observance of the Scout Sunday
tradition was started years ago to make people in the Church aware of
Scouting, and to allow Scouts to live out of what is pledged each week,
The Scout Law says that a “Scout is Reverent” and the Scouts of all ages
promise to do their “Duty to God”. These values strengthen youth character
in their family, community and faith. The Scouts of our Parish will be
honored this morning.

Help Needed for Eagle Scout Project
Dear Saint Sophia Parishioners,
My name is Dan Cox and I'm working toward my Eagle Scout Rank
in Boy Scouts. For my Eagle Scout project, I am planning a raised
bed garden at St. Sophia, with six 4’x8’ beds, including a perimeter
fence so that animals don't get into it. The vegetables we raise will
be donated to local food banks. If you are a gardening enthusiast, I
could use your advice. Please meet with me after Liturgy on Sunday,
February 14th in the church hall so we can talk about my proposal.
Or, you can contact me at catcox1@verizon.net (my mom’s email) if
you are interested in helping me with planning this effort. Thank you!

GOYA Meeting Today: We will have a GOYA Meeting following Divine Liturgy/Sunday School TODAY!
We will meet in the Cultural Center, socially distanced and with masks.

NATIONAL SCOUT SUNDAY 2021
February 7, 2021

Today our Parish observes National Scout Sunday.
Scouts all over the United States celebrate National
Scout Sunday. This Sunday is set aside to honor
God and to remind us that we are all His Creatures
and made in His Image or more precisely – to
image (reflect) Him to the world. The Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the Americas have
designated February 7, 2021, also as Orthodox
Scout Sunday. Through the Eastern Orthodox
Committee on Scouting, the Assembly and its
predecessor, SCOBA, have been actively
supporting both the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of
the USA since the 1960’s. The Scouts of our Parish
will be honored this morning. Please note that
although the actual birthday of the Girl Scouts is
not until March 12th, we include the Girl Scouts in
today’s program.

Girl Scouts
Mia Good – Cadette
Sophia Nikas - Senior
Petrina Papadimitriou – Ambassador
Sophia Thornberg – Senior

Boy Scouts
Daniel Cox – Life Scout*
John Cox – Eagle Scout*
Leo Laskaris – Scout Rank

Adult Leaders
Catherine Cox – Boy Scouts – Troop Advancements Chair,
Assistant Scoutmaster*
Presv. Katherine Thornberg – Senior Girl Scout Leader
Fr. Peter Thornberg – Boy Scouts – Eagle Scout; Order of
the Arrow*

*The Order of the Arrow is the Boy Scouting national honor
society for experienced campers.

