Church services are now live streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a YouTube account to access
the on-line services, nor do you need to subscribe. Simply click on the following link:
http:/iwww.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.
We hope you can help us with an online donation. You can give by going to our website,
www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” button.

Donate
v N O D

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle system, input
treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you'll be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church.
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Fast Free | No fasting restrictions

Today we commemorate

Great and Holy Pascha

Basil the Confessor, Bishop of Parium
Sergius 11, Patriarch of Constantinople
Anthousa the Righteous of Constantinople
Akakios of Kavsokalyvia



Paschal Troparion: CHRIST IS RISEN - Xowotog avéotn
From the Holy Eparchial Synod, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 2012
March 2013 Revision

Plagal of the First Tone. D.
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The Holy Eparchial Synod recommends teaching this melody and text so that when
Orthodox faithful from various parishes and Metropolises gather, they will be able to
sing this hymn as one.

Icon of the Resurrection used with permission from
Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church in Butte, Montana.

{ ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

\GRECIAN
FESTIVALDYOD6

» ,"‘ May 28- 3

Thursday to Sunday

N/

Thursday to Saturday: 11am - 8pm
HouRs: Big Tent opens Fri. at 5pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 7pm

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 900 South Trooper Road, Jeffersonville PA 19403
From Rte 202, 422W to Trooper Road Exit (Rte 363N), on Right Side before Walmart




[.Love in Action

a benefit dinner for

FECUS

PHILADELPHIA

Saturday, May 2" | 6-9pm
St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
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https://focusphiladelphia.org/loveinaction/
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Guest Speaker:

Steven Christoforou é
Executive Director, ™
FOCUS North America

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Mark 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Salome,
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week
they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, "Who will
roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that the stone
was rolled back - it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the
right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, "Do not be
amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the
place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you." And they went out and fled from the tomb, for
trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.

EVAITEAION
Ex 100 Kara Mapkov 16:1-8 EuayyeAiou 10 Avdyvwoua

Aiayevopévou 100 Zappérou, Mapia i MaydaAnvr) kai Mapia 1y 100 ‘lakwpou Kai ZaAwun
AyOpacav dpwpara, iva éABoloal GAsiyworv 1OV ‘Incodv. Kai Aiav mpwi 1A widt TGV
oaBpartwy Epxovtal 1T 1O pvnueiov avareidavrog 100 AAiou. Kai €Aeyov Tpog €autdg: Tig
amokuAioel Aiv 1OV AiBov €k TR BUpag 1ol pvnueiou; kai avapAéyacal Bewpolalv OTi
amokekOMIoTal & AiBoc: Av yap péyac opodpa. Kai siocehBoloar ci¢ 10 pvnueiov, €idov
veaviokov kaBrjpevov &v 1oig Oeloic, TrepiBePANUEVOV aTOARV AeuknAv, Kai £¢eBapprbnoav: 6
O& Aéyel auTaig- Mry ékBappeiabe, Inaolv {nreite 1OV Nalapnvov 1OV EaTaupwiévov, AyEpon,
oUK E0TIV (O - 1€, & TOTTOC BTOU EBNnKav alTAV, GAN' UTTAyeTe, EfTare TOIC pabnTaic autod
Kai TG Métpw, 611 Tpodyel UPEC €ic TAV Fahihaiav- ékel alTOV EYeobe, KABLC eimmev UIV.
Kai &€eABoToar Tayu E@uyov &mmd Tod pvnpeiou, eixe 5& aUTAC TPOPOC Kai EKOTACTIC, Kai 0UdEVE
oUdEvV eimmov: £poBolvo yap.



EPISTLE READING
The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8

This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Verse: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his mercy endures for ever.

IN THE FIRST BOOK, O Theophilos, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day
when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom
he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them
during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from
me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of
Israel?" He said to them, "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his
own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth."

Avayvwoig €mOToARS
Mpageig AooToAwv 1:1-8

Ad0mn n nuépa, nv émoinosv o Kupiog' ayaiAiaowpsba kai sugpavlwyey v auri
Zriy. £§opoAoyeiods T Kupiw, Ot dya@og, Oti ic TOV aitva 10 £Ago¢ aurod

Tov pév TpTov Adyov émoinoduny Tepi Taviwy, @ OedpiAe, Wv fp&ato & Incolc ToiEiv Te Kai
S1daokev, Gypl AC Muépag, évieiNapevog Toic amoatéloig it TveUpatog dyiou ol é&eAécaro,
GveAean: oi¢ kai TTapEaTOEY £aUTOV {GVTA PET TO TTaBETV alTOV &V TTOAOTC TekunpioIg, 81 AUEPGIV
TEGTOPAKOVTa OTITaVOuEVOS aUTOIG, Kai Aéywv Ta Tepi TG BaaiAeiag 100 Beol. Kai ouvahifduevog
Tapryyelhev auToig amo lepocoAUpwy ) xwpileabai, GANG Trepiévelv TV Emayyehiav 100 TTaTpaC,
"Hv Akouoaté you: OTI lwavvng pév ERamTioev Udari, UeTc O& BammiobioeaBe £v TvelpaT Ayiw ou
LeTd TOMGC TauTac AUépag. Of pév olv ouveABOVTEC ETmpwTwy autdv Aéyovteg, Kupie, & év TG
xpOvw ToUTW amokadioTavels TV Baaiciav (0 ‘lopanh; Eimev 88 mpd¢ autolg, OUx UuGv €TV
yvaovai xpévoug f kaipoug oUg O Trath)p €810 €v Ti idia £¢ouaia. AMG AypeaBe dUvapiv, ETEABOVTOC
100 dyiou TvelpaTog €9’ UUAC: kai £0ea6é ol PapTupeg €v Te lepouaaliy, kai év maon 1A loudaia
Kai Zapapeiq, kai Ews €oxaTou TAG YAS.

GRECIAN FESTIVAL

MAGAZINE

CONSIDER PLACING A MESSAGE OR AD

The format offers an excellent opportunity for members of our
community to send a message of love and support.

Magazine reaches thousands attending our annual festival.

NICK PAPPAS

Here’s to Another

ENJOY YOUR RETIREMENT

o
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Fo fhe 3 g B St. Sophia Grandparents
§t. Sophia Community Karagounis Grecian Festival
on their ON ;OUR We love you{
28th Annual Spring CHAMPIONSHIP The Megapoulis
Grecian Festival WIN! The Greek Freak MR. PANOS Family

Here are some examples of personal messages

For more information contact magazine@saintsophiachurch.org

DEADLINE: FRIDAY - MAY 1st




PRAYER MINISTRY

Do you know of someone in need?

Add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:

1. Fill out a request form at the box found
in the church narthex

3. Use the anonym ous online form (link is
under Prayer Ministry on our website), or
you can use this link

A r/LZAHY16LS7

4, Use the QR code which takes you to the
anonymous form.

April Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos
Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific
charitable organization selected by Philoptochos.

The April Poor Box collection is for Project C.U.R E. (projectcure.org). Project C.URE delivers
life-saving medical equipment, supplies and services to meet the needs of people in poverty,
disasters and violence. Project C.U.R E. accomplishes their work through four primary programs.
CURE. Cargo delivers semi-truck-sized containers of medical equipment and supplies.
C.URE. Kits provide basic medical supplies in 50-pound, airline friendly packaging for medical
mission trips. C.U.R.E. Clinics are opportunities for medical professionals to travel with Project
C.URE. towork with doctors and nurses at Partner locations. C.U.R E. College is a collection of
training programs to educate medical providers around the world.

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at
http /Awww saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St.
Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank you for your generosity!

GOSPEL READING
The Reading is from the Gospel of John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light.

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes after
me ranks before me, for he was before me.") And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

EVAITEAION
'Ek 100 Kard lwavvny 1:1-17 EUayygAiou 10 Avayvwopa

3 3 ~ 7 € ; ] ; 5 N By , N By 7 - , ¥ 5 3 3 ~ By Y 3
Ev dpyxi nv 6 Adyog, kai 6 Adyog v mpog Tov Bedv, Kai Oedg v O Adyog. OUToG Ny £v apx i TPOG TOV Otdy.
Tava &1° alTol £yéveTo, Kai Xwpi¢ alTol &yéveto oUBE Ev O yéyovev. év auTd Lwh AV, kai f) {wh AV 76 ¢
TGV avBpwwy. Kai TO QGG €V T oKoTia Qaivel, Kai r) okoTia alTd oU KatéAapey.

"Eyévero GvBpwrio¢ Ameatalpévoc Tapd Oeol, dvopa alt® lwavwng: obtoc AABeV &i¢ paptupiav, iva
LapTupon Trepi To0 QWTAC, ival TTavTeG TOoTEUOWET 81° alToD. UK AV €keivog TO PAS, GAN" ivar papTuphon
TEPI T00 QWTOC. “HY TO PRIG TO AANBIVOY, O pwrilel TavTa EvBpwTTov £pXOUEVOV €i¢ TOV KOTHOV. £V TG) KOOHW
AV, kai 6 kOoPoC 81" alTod &yévero, kai O KOOHOG aUTOV 0UK Eyvw. £i¢ T& i1 AABE, Kai oi idio1 alTdv ol
mapéhaBov. Gool B¢ EAaBov auTov, Edwkev auToig éfouaiav Tékva Oeol yevéaBal, ToiG TaTEUOUTIV Eig TO
Ovoua autod, of oUK €€ aipdTwy, oUdE ék BeAfuaTog oapkog, oUdE ék BeAfuarog avdpog, G’ ék Bcol
éyevvriOnoav.

Kai 6 Adyog oaipg €yéveto kai éokrvwaev v v, kai éBeacdueba TRV 86¢av auTtod, d6av wg Jovoyevolg
Tap& Tarpdg, TARPNS XApPITog kai GAnBEiag. "lwavvng papTupel Tepi auTod Kai kékpaye Aéywv: oUTog AV v
€immov, & ATTiow pou £PXOUEVOC EUTIPOCBEV Hou Yéyovev, BTI TIpGITAC pou Av. Kai ék 100 mAnpwuarog altod
NueTc Taveg EAGBopeY, Kai xdapiv avri xdpitog: 1 O vopog did Mwicotwg £060n, 1y Xapig Kai 1) aAfBeia dicx
"Ingol XpioToD &yéveTo.



THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen

Please drop off your food y
donations by 5/10 in the lobby of the -
Fr. John A. Limberakis Cultural Center

FOOD DONATIONS BENEFIT THE UPPER ROOM FOOD PANTRY IN NORRISTOWN

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE GRECIAN FESTIVAL!

Be a volunteer and become an indispensable part of the
Grecian Festival’s team and success! Get to meet and know
your fellow parishioners during the pre-festival planning
and days of the festival. Many friendships are formed when
we work together to help our church and community.

The Grecian Festival requires a lot of mov-
ing parts, and we rely on generous volun-
teers like you to make it run smoothly.

Simply scan the QR code to review all avail-
able volunteer slots on the Signup Genius
and sign up wherever you are able to assist.




PA Track and Field Meet: 49th Annual AHEPA Track and Field Meet will take place on Saturday,
May 9th (no rain date) at 10:00 am at Marple Newtown High School. All children ages 5 and up are
welcome to participate and no experience is necessary! There will be races and field events starting at
90 meters and up. Adults are welcome to participate as well!

If you'd like to join "Team Saint Sophia", please email Coach Donna or Coach Lou
(donnachristou@gmail.com or christoulou69@gmail.com) with your child's name and birthdate and they
will be added to the roster. We are looking forward to having a great team again this year!!

2026 AHEPA District 4 VFC 432 Scholarship Grant Application:

Reach out to Chapter President, Matt Stolarczyk (215)740-8841 or mattstolarczyk@cs.com for application and
qualifications. Qualified chapter members in good standing of the AHEPA VFC 432 for at least 2 prior calendar
years with an eligible applicant that is a high school senior who will be entering an accredited institution of higher
learning in Fall 2026 are eligible for this scholarship grant application.

Thank you to the following individuals who read the prayers during the Salutations
to the Theotokos, Compline Services, Presanctified Liturgies and Holy Week:

Readers: Thank you to Zach Christou, Natalie Karagiannopoulos, Lucy Kline,
Jenna Magas, Marilena Ristas, Vasilios Tatsis, as well as our chanters, who read
the prayers during the Salutations to the Theotokos.

Chanters: Thank you to Panos Zournatzoglou, George Coutavas, Tom Cox,
Brian Fitzgerald, Jeff Kerns, Bob and Coleen Moses, Matthew Christofidis and
Nia Charalambides for their service to our parish. Thank you also to our Altar
Servers (readers).

Decorating the icon of the Panagia for the Salutations to the Theotokos:
Thank you to members of the Parish Council, YAL, Senior Parea, GOYA and
Ladies Philoptochos for beautifully decorating the icon of the Panagia for the
Salutations to the Theotokos services.

Daffodils for the Sunday of the Holy Cross were donated by Art and Peggy Happas and
John and Maria Papadimitriou & Family in memory of their parents, Panagioti (Peter) &
Panagiota (Peggy) Kostomite.

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[TaTep UGV 6 £v T0iC 0VPUVOIG
ayotite 16 dvoud cov,
EM0ETO 1 Pactieia cov,
yevnonto 6 OEhnud cov, O¢
&v ovpaved Kol £l THS YTiC.

Tov aptov UV oV

EMOVGLOV BOG MUV

OoNUEPOV Kol Gpec UiV Td
dpetMuaTo UGV, OC Kol NUElg
aoiepey Tolc 0QeheTarg NUAY Kol
ui ioevEYKNG MUBS &ig
REPASUOV, GALG pOoOL UdS 6o
10D ToVIpoD.

Pa-ter 1-mon o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to o-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-nod ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-moén ton
e-pi-ou-si-on dos i-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes 1-mon ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday.wordpress.com



mailto:donnachristou@gmail.com
mailto:christoulou69@gmail.com
mailto:mattstolarczyk@cs.com

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

e Board Games
e Crafts

: DINNER
e Video Games PROVIDED
* Bring your

own games &
crafts as well

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!
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Please join in the Cultural Center following the
Divine Liturgy on PASCHA for a potluck meal!

No fasting restrictions!

ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

d, SUNDAY
APRIL 12th

.r : AFTER AGAPE SERVICE
e% v 12 NOON - 1PM

BRING YOUR«FAVORITE BASKET & SNEAKERS

RESURRECTION HYMN

Xp1o1ég AvéaTn €k vekpwy, Bavatw Bavarov TTathoag, Kai Ti¢ v Toi¢ JVANAOT,
(WAV XapIoGpEvog.

Christos anesti ek nekron, thanato thanaton patisas, ke tis en tis mnimasi
Zoin harisamenos.

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to
those in the tombs He has granted life.

At the conclusion of each service during the Paschal season until
the eve of Ascension, the following responses are made:

Priest: Christis Risen!
lepedg:  XpioTog AvéoTn!
Christos Anesti

People: Truly, He is Risen!
0 Aadg: AAnBwg AvéoTn!
Alithos Anesti

Priest:  Glory to His third-day Resurrection.
lepeug:  Adta ) AutoU TPINEPW EVEPTEL.
Doxa ti Aftou triemero egersei

People: We worship His third-day Resurrection
0 Aadg: TMpookuvoupev AutoU TRV TPIRPEPOV EYEPTIV.
Proskinoumen Aftu tin triemeron egersin

Kalde [laova

-~



Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

Albanian  Krishti u Ngjall! Vertet u Ngjall!
Arabic Al Massih Qam! Hagan Qam!
Armenian  Krisdos haryav ee merelotz!  Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee!
Bulgarian  Hristos Voskrese! Vo Istina Voskrese!
Castilian  Cristo ha Resucitado! En Verdad ha Resucitado!
English Christ Is Risen! Truly He Is Risen!
French Le Christ est Ressuscite! En Verite Il est Ressuscite!
Georgian  Kriste agsdga! C'esmarit'ad agsdga!
German Christus ist Erstanden! Er ist Wahrhaftig Erstanden!
Greek Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti
Hebrew Ha Mashiyach gam! Ken hoo gam!
Hungarian Krisztus feltamadt! Valéban feltamadt!
Italian Cristo "e Risorto! Veramente "e Risorto!
Latin Christus Resurrexit! Vere Resurrexit!
Polish Khristus Zmartvikstau! Zaiste Zmartvikstau!
Romanian Hristos a Inviat! Adevarat a Inviat!
Russian Khristos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!
Serbian Hristos Voskrese! Vaistinu Voskrese!
Slavonic  Christos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!
Spanish iCristo ha resucitado! iEn verdad ha resucitado!
Swahili Kristo Amefufukka! Kweli Amefufukka!
Ukranian  Khristos Voskres! Voistinu Voskres!
Calendar for Bright Week
Mon. Apr. 13t Renewal Monday — the Parish Office is Closed
4:45 pm Little Angels
Tues. Apr. 14t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Renewal Tuesday: The Commemoration of Ss
Raphael, Nicholas, Irene, and the Other Newly-

revealed Martyrs of Lesbos
Thurs. Apr. 16t 6:00 pm Greek School resumes — Adults
Fri. Apr. 17th 8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Renewal Friday: Theotokos of the Life-giving Spring
6 -9 pm Family Game Night (dinner provided; see insert)

Great and Holy Pascha
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St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage
Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Agape Service: The Agape Service will take place at 11 am on Pascha. As is tradition, the Gospel will
be read in several languages. Please try to attend this beautiful service.

Pascha Egg Hunt: The children of the parish are invited to join us for an Pascha Egg Hunt following the
Agape Service on Pascha.

Office Closed for Renewal Monday: In observance of Renewal Monday, the Parish Office will be closed
this Monday, April 13t

Graduates Wanted: Is your son or daughter graduating from high school or college this year? If so,
please call the Parish office OR send an e-mail TODAY so that we can acknowledge their achievements
on Sunday, May 17t. Please provide the following information: Name of graduate; Name of school from
which he/she is graduating (high school, vocational-tech school, or college/university); Diploma/Degree
received; Where attending college in the fall; Will be studying/ majoring in? The deadline to submit this
information is Monday, May 4t to be acknowledged in church on May 17t,

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. The
meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Philoptochos Membership Drive: If you haven't already submitted your annual membership, please
consider doing so now. Thank you to Maria Richie for her efforts as
membership chair.  For more information, reach out to Maria Richie
at mariafafaliosrichie@gmail.com, or click on the following links for
additional information: Membership Letter Membership Form



mailto:mariafafaliosrichie@gmail.com
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/Philoptochos/2026-Membership-drive-letter.pdf
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/Philoptochos/2026-Ladies-Philoptochos-Membership-Form.pdf

Matt & Joann Bannon
Bell Family
Bob & Mary Helen Black
Andrew & Georgiana Kane
Leonidas & Bonnie Koletas

Donor

The Bannons

Jim & Mary Caravoulias
Thomas & Cathy Cox

Eleni Davillas

Maria Del Viscio

Vicki Dowzicky

Eleni Evangelopoulos

Art & Peggy Happas

Vela Hatzipavlides

George & Cleo Karagounis
George & Dimitra Klapakis
Evangelia Klapakis
Leonidas & Athanasia Koletas

Fr. Konstantinos & Presv. Athanasia Loukas

Irene Malagari
Ed & Mary McAdoo

Maria Nasi

Thank You to our Parishioners Who Generously Made Donations
to Beautify our Church for Holy Week and Pascha

Holy Week Item Sponsors

Chris & Despina Lafakis Sam & Ana Sinoimeri
Katherine Lapp Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis
Ed & Mary McAdoo Socratis & Rena Tsipras
Bessie Neofotistos Roger & Alexis Witt
Aram & Elaine Piligian Charles & Cathy Zarcone

David & Flora Poloway

Easter Lily Donors

In Memory or In Honor

In memory of Nick Moukoulis and Bill & Judi Bannon

In memory of George & Minnie Alexiadis and Charles & Connie Caravoulias
In memory of John & Athena Cox

In memory of Fotios & Giannoula Davillas

In memory of Harry & Pauline Papadakes

In memory of Harry Papastrat and in honor of Demo Miras

In memory of Panagioti & Panagiota and Demetrios & Aphroditi

In memory of Thomas & Maria Hatzipavlides

In memory of our parents, [oannin & Efthemia Karagounis and Thomas & Vasiliki Raikos
In memory of Michael, Eleni, and Chrysostomos

In memory of our loved ones who have passed away

In memory of Nicholas, Athanasia, and Ernest

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Demitri and Evelyn Loukas

In memory of John & Helen Christopher

In memory of Gordon & Helen Nichols and George & Mary Englezos

In memory of Vangjush Nasi and Phidella Natale



Donor

Bessie Neofotistos
Alex & Marianne Nikas

George & Danielle Pahomov

Anthony & Katherine Pantazopoulos
Sophia Papadakes

John & Maria Papadimitriou and Family
Aram & Elaine Piligian

David & Flora Poloway

Marlena Ruser

Anne & Matt Sabia

Senior Parea

Matthew & Melissa Stolarczyk
Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis

Lawrence & Alexandra Tavlarides

Linda Tripolitis

Katherine Tsipras
Irene Tsokas

Tsouros Family

Sofia Tzivekis
Giorgio Vadarlis
Matt & Maria Williams

Charles & Catherine Zarcone

In Memory or In Honor

In memory of my beloved husband George and my dear son Steven and
In honor of my daughter Elaine and family
In memory of Ruth Andrews Nikas, Bill & Carolyn Ruhl, Alexandros & Despina Tsinikas,
Ralph & Alberta Andrews, Bruce Andrews, and Demetrios & Anna Manolis
In memory of Sergei & Tamara Pahomov, Daniel & Soledad Shepherd
In memory of James & Barbara Stamas and in honor of Stephen Stamas
In memory of Harry & Pauline Papadakes
In memory of Nicholas Papadimitriou
In memory of George and Steven Neofotistos and
In honor of our mom, Bessie Neofotistos
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Aris Podotas and Mr. & Mrs. Michael Poloway
In honor of my nouna, Linda Tripolitis

In memory of the Callipolites and Scandalios Families

In memory of Ernest & Marian Laskaris

In memory of our beloved family members who have fallen asleep

In memory of Hazel Carolas

In memory of George ]. Tripolitis, beloved father and
In honor of Marlena Crowley and Kristen Tripolitis, beloved Goddaughters

In memory of Speros & Olga Tsipras, Elias S. Tsipras I., and Maria Tsipras

In memory of Chris Tsokas and Niki Hartzalas

In memory of Markella Tsouros, Isidoros N. Tsouros, Isidoros C. Costalas, Zoitsa Costalas,
Michael Rapitis, Phokion C. Lacas, Fr. Stephen P. Theophilos and
Constantinos I. Costalas

In memory of Anastasios Tzivekis

In memory of Georgio & Vaia Baxevanidis

In memory of Nicholas Carvelas and in honor of the Williams Family

In memory of our parents




GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 132/2026
Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Great and Holy Pascha, 2026

April 12, 2026

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America

Yesterday I was buried with You, O Christ; today I arise with You in Your Resurrection
(Canon of Pa;c.l;a, Ode Three)
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in the Risen Christ,
Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

The difference in the Triduum (Gk. Toumjpepov) — the Three Days from the Death
in the Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ to His Glorious Resurrection — may truly be the
greatest span of time in the history of the world. It cannot be reckoned in mere seconds,
minutes, or hours. It extends from the very beginning of time itself, and stretches all the
way to the ages of ages. It is the Eternal Now that, as the Canon of Pascha reminds us, is
also a timeframe into which we fit, in which we belong in virtue of our Baptism. As Saint
Paul challenges the Christians at Rome: “Or do you not understand that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus, have been baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3)
[Gk. 'H d&yvoelte 6t 6ot ¢BamnticOnuev eig Xpotov Inoovy, eig Tov Oavatov avtov
EpantioOnuev;]



And so, on the Night of the Holy Pascha, we sing in a first-person voice which
includes everyone: “Yesterday I was buried with You, O Christ....” We are part of the
story; we are living in the historical reality of the Death and Burial of our Lord. Our
Baptisms may have occurred as infants, or as children, or as adults — in far-off churches
and lands. It makes no difference. Our destiny has been forecast by our Immersion in the
Waters of Re-Birth. In Holy Week, we embrace that moment anew and cry out,
“Yesterday!”

But we do not remain in the past. We also affirm and sing: “... today I arise with
You in Your Resurrection!” Here is the bridge between Earth and Heaven, between
yesterday and the everlasting tomorrow, between the infinite space and timespan
separating Creator and Created. This is our Eternal Now, when, as Saint Paul says, we
can seize this day in order to “walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). It is the hour of our
transformation by grace into the persons we were created to be. Therefore, beloved
Christians, let us embrace the mystical moment offered to us in this Holy Kairos, and raise
our voices to the skies, as we proclaim:

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death,
and to those in the tombs He has granted life!

Xowotog Avéotn! AAnOwc Avéotn)! Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
> > % /
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tELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 132/2026

Agxtemokomikn 'EykvkAiog yia to Ayio Iaoya.

12 AmoiAiov 2026

[Ioog 1tovg XePacpwtatovg kal OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Ataxdvovg, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, Tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayég, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZuppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hyueonowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopB0doles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«X0ég ovvebOamtouny oot XpLoTe OVVEYEIPOUXL CIUEPOV AVEXOTXVTL GOL»

Q2061 vy’ tov Ilaoxa).

[Tooo@iAelc adeA@ol kal adeAPES €V T AVAOTTAVTL XQLOTQ,

Xototog Avéeo)!

Exetvn 1] XQoVik1) meELOdOC TV TOLOV TUEQWV ATO TO TAQKIKO Odvato Tov
Kvpiov puav Tnoov Xototov péxet v €vdo&n avaotaor] tov, O Aéyape 0Tt elvat 1)
OTIOLOALOTEQT) XQOVIKT) TTEQLODOG 0TIV LOTOQIAX TOV KOTHOL. AéV UTTOQEL Vi LeTENOEL pLé
devteQOAeTTA, AeTITA 1) WEES. ExTelvetat Ao v g1 TV alwvwy ATeEAeVTNTA OTHV

atwviomta. ‘Onwe pag vrevOvpiCet 6 Kavwv tov Tlaoxa, eivat éketvo 1O aldvio



TWEA, TO XQOVIKO TMAQIO0 Héoa 0TO OO0 EVTACOOUAOTE HE TO PATMTIONR, OTWS
toviCel kat 6 amootoAog twv €0vwv ITavAog mEOg Tovg xoloTiavoug g Paoung: «n
ayvoette Ottt Ooot eBamntioOnuev eig Xpwotov Inoovv eig tov Oavatov avtov
éBamntiodnuev;» (Pwp. 6, 3).

I'a avto xat tm voxta tov Ilaoxa YaAdovue o0& mMEWTO TEOCWTO,
ayxaAalovtag 0AN v dvOpwmotnta: «X0&g ovvebamtounv oot Xowoté»! Elpaote
HE€QOG TNG loToging, COLUE TNV LOTOQLKT] TTOAYUATIKOTNTA TOL OavATOL KAl TNG TAPTS
tov Kvpiov. Metéxovpe otV tagn tov pe 10 PATTIOHX @S PEEPTN, WG MadX T
EVNALKEG, 0& ATIOHAKQES EKKANOLEG 1) peyAAES kovoTnTeS. Aev €xel onuaoia mov katl
MG PATTIOTHKAME. LNuacia €xet 0Tt 1) Lot Hag AAAae «dlx TG KATAdVOEWS OTX
vdata g maAryyeveoiacr». Kata v MeyaAn ‘Edopada avavedvovpe avt)v )
OTLY U TNG PATITIONG KAl Ava@wvoLue: «X0eg Eytve avto»!

Ouweg dev mapapévovpe 0to maeABov. EmiBePaiwvovpe kat PaAAovpe:
«oLVEYElQOHAL ONHEQOV avaoTavtL oo, Edw Poloketat 1) yépuoa petaly yng katl
oVEAVOD, HETAEL TOL «X0&C» KAl TOV OLXQKOUG «avELO», UETAEL TOU &XQOVOL KAl
TIAVTAXOV TAQOVTA ONULOVEYOD HE TO €V XWOW KAl XQOvw dnpovgynud tov. Avto
elval TO alVIo T@pa, Y TO OTOL0 HAG HAdeL O amootoAog ITavAog kaAwvtag pag
V& «TEQLMATOOVHE €V kavotntt Cwng» (Pwp. 6, 4). AVt elvat 1] OTLypT) KAt TV
OTIolA LETAHOQPWVOUAOTE DX TG XAQLTOG O& TEOOWTIA, OTWS AQXIKAX TAAOTI|KALE
ATo TO dMNUoLVEYO. I'r aVTO Ayarmmntol xooTiavol, ag dpalovpe NG evKARIAG KAt
KQTO T HUOTIKT) Kal ayia avtr) mepiodo va VPwoovpe ta X€Qlx UG OTOV 0VQAVO
AVAPWVOUVTEC:

Xpiotog avéotn €k vekpwv, Oavatw Odvatov matoac, kal TOIG €V TOIG UVNUKOI,
Cawnv xaproapuevog!

XoLotog avéotn,
) .%//Lfe 1% /){/Z'%fééo 5
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