
 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 

Proistamenos 
 

 

 

January 25, 2026 
No Divine Services Today 

 

 

 

Fast Free | No fasting restrictions 
 

 

 

15th Sunday of Luke  
Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople  

Kastinos, Archbishop of Constantinople 
 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ex Ipsus Katilthes (“From On High You Descended”) 
From on high you descended, O merciful Lord. You accepted the cross and three days in the tomb 
to free us from the bondage of sin, O our life and resurrection. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Apolytikion of the Saint – O pimenikos Avlos (“The pastoral flute”) 
The shepherd’s pipe of your theology overpowered the horns of the orators. For the more you 
plumbed the depths of the Spirit, ever greater eloquence was bestowed on you. O Father Gregory, 
intercede with Christ God, entreating Him to save our souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην 
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni 
Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought 
up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together 
intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – O mitran parthenikin (“The womb of a virgin”) 
You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by Your presentation You blessed the hands 
of Symeon, when You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we pray You give peace to 
Your world at war, and let love for Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 7:26 – 28; 8:1-2 

 

 My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation of my heart  
shall bring forth understanding. 
Verse: Hear this all you nations. 

 

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 
separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, 
to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did this once 
for all when he offered up himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has 
been made perfect for ever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister 
in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Ἑβραίους 7:26-28, 8:1-2 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα  

 

 Τὸ στόμα μου λαλήσει σοφίαν καὶ ἡ μελέτη τῆς καρδίας μου σύνεσιν. 
Στίχ. Ἀκούσατε ταῦτα, πάντα τὰ ἔθνη. 

 

Ἀδελφοί, τοιοῦτος γὰρ ἡμῖν ἔπρεπεν ἀρχιερεύς, ὅσιος, ἄκακος, ἀμίαντος, κεχωρισμένος 
ἀπὸ τῶν ἁμαρτωλῶν, καὶ ὑψηλότερος τῶν οὐρανῶν γενόμενος· ὃς οὐκ ἔχει καθʼ ἡμέραν 
ἀνάγκην, ὥσπερ οἱ ἀρχιερεῖς, πρότερον ὑπὲρ τῶν ἰδίων ἁμαρτιῶν θυσίας ἀναφέρειν, 
ἔπειτα τῶν τοῦ λαοῦ· τοῦτο γὰρ ἐποίησεν ἐφάπαξ, ἑαυτὸν ἀνενέγκας. Ὁ νόμος γὰρ 
ἀνθρώπους καθίστησιν ἀρχιερεῖς, ἔχοντας ἀσθένειαν· ὁ λόγος δὲ τῆς ὁρκωμοσίας τῆς 
μετὰ τὸν νόμον, υἱὸν εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα τετελειωμένον. Κεφάλαιον δὲ ἐπὶ τοῖς λεγομένοις· 
τοιοῦτον ἔχομεν ἀρχιερέα, ὃς ἐκάθισεν ἐν δεξιᾷ τοῦ θρόνου τῆς μεγαλωσύνης ἐν τοῖς 
οὐρανοῖς, τῶν ἁγίων λειτουργός, καὶ τῆς σκηνῆς τῆς ἀληθινῆς, ἣν ἔπηξεν ὁ κύριος, καὶ 
οὐκ ἄνθρωπος·  
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 19:1-10 

 

At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaios; 
he was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on 
account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must stay 
at your house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And 
when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 
sinner." And Zacchaios stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said 
to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of man came to seek and to save the lost." 
 
 
 

 
ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 19:1-10 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 
 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, διήρχετο τὴν ῾Ιεριχώ· καὶ ἰδοὺ ἀνὴρ ὀνόματι καλούμενος Ζακχαῖος, 
καὶ αὐτὸς ἦν ἀρχιτελώνης, καὶ οὗτος ἦν πλούσιος, καὶ ἐζήτει ἰδεῖν τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν τίς ἐστι, 
καὶ οὐκ ἠδύνατο ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄχλου, ὅτι τῇ ἡλικίᾳ μικρὸς ἦν. καὶ προδραμὼν ἔμπροσθεν 
ἀνέβη ἐπὶ συκομορέαν, ἵνα ἴδῃ αὐτόν, ὅτι ἐκείνης ἤμελλε διέρχεσθαι. καὶ ὡς ἦλθεν ἐπὶ 
τὸν τόπον, ἀναβλέψας ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶδεν αὐτὸν καὶ εἶπε πρὸς αὐτόν· Ζακχαῖε, σπεύσας 
κατάβηθι· σήμερον γὰρ ἐν τῷ οἴκῳ σου δεῖ με μεῖναι. καὶ σπεύσας κατέβη, καὶ ὑπεδέξατο 
αὐτὸν χαίρων. καὶ ἰδόντες πάντες διεγόγγυζον λέγοντες ὅτι παρὰ ἁμαρτωλῷ ἀνδρὶ 
εἰσῆλθε καταλῦσαι. σταθεὶς δὲ Ζακχαῖος εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Κύριον· ἰδοὺ τὰ ἡμίση τῶν 
ὑπαρχόντων μου, Κύριε, δίδωμι τοῖς πτωχοῖς, καὶ εἴ τινός τι ἐσυκοφάντησα, ἀποδίδωμι 
τετραπλοῦν. εἶπε δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι σήμερον σωτηρία τῷ οἴκῳ τούτῳ ἐγένετο, 
καθότι καὶ αὐτὸς υἱὸς ᾿Αβραάμ ἐστιν. ἦλθε γὰρ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ζητῆσαι καὶ σῶσαι 
τὸ ἀπολωλός.  

January Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations 
are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by Philoptochos. 
 

Donations to the Philoptochos Poor Box during the month of January will benefit 
Autism Speaks (www.autismspeaks.org). Autism Speaks is dedicated to 
creating an inclusive world for all individuals with autism throughout their lifespan. 
They do this through advocacy, services, supports, research and innovation, and 
advances in care for autistic individuals and their families.  
 

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html


 
 

 

Blessing of the Homes at Theophany 

If you wish to have your homes and/or businesses blessed, please contact the Parish 
office to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org or 610-650-8960.) 
 

What do we do to prepare to have our home blessed? 

1. Welcome the priest into your home.  

2. Gather your family in the kitchen or dining room with an icon and a small bowl of               

water along with a list of the living family members to pray for. All radios, televisions 

and electronics should be turned off.              

3. Be attentive to the prayers and respond to the petitions with “Kyrie Eleison”. 

4. When it comes time to bless the home, lead the priest to the various rooms to be 

blessed.  

5. The priest offers a concluding prayer and blesses each family member. 

6. Spend some time getting to know one another. 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 

Divine Services have been cancelled for today. 
 
Archpastoral Visit: His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey has postponed his visit to 
our parish due to the approaching snowstorm. 
 
Stewardship Appreciation Luncheon Postponed: This luncheon will be rescheduled to a later 
date – stay tuned for more information. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of January 1, 2026, our mortgage balance is $220,817. Thank 
you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce 
the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
 

2026 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2026 Church 
calendars are available for pickup in the Narthex of the church and in the Cultural 
Center on the table right outside of the Parish office. The calendars are available 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding 
family take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you!                    



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. 
There are several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, 
please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the 
coffee/refreshments table. The sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will 
supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask 
that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. 
Thank you! 
 
Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2025 Stewardship Program. If 
you have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so now. In addition, by whichever method 
you make your payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate 
“Stewardship 2025” with your name so that your account is properly credited.  
 

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship 
chairperson. The 2026 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize 
our stewardship rolls for last year. Thank you! 
 
 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
 


