
 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 

Proistamenos 
 

 

December 28, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 

 

Fast Free | No fasting restrictions 
 

 

Sunday after Nativity 
20,000 Martyrs burned in Nicomedia  

Holy Martyr Glycerus  

Simon the Myrrhbearer, Founder of Simonopetra,  

Monastery of Mount Athos  

Afterfeast of the Nativity  

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – To Fedhron Tis Anastaseos (“The Joyful News of Your Resurrection”) 
The joyful news of your resurrection was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the 
curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been vanquished; Christ our God is risen 
from the dead, blessing all the world with his great mercy. 
 
Apolytikion for the Nativity – I Ghennisis sou, Christe (“Your Nativity, O Christ”) 

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein the 
worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as 
Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
Apolytikion for the Ancestors of God – Evanghelizou, Iosif (“O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David) 
Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glorified with 
the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our 
souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon idytaton, 
tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon 
imon. 
 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and you 
brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your 
daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Kontakion for the Nativity – I Parthenos simeron ton iperousion tikti (“On this day the Virgin gives birth to 
the Super-essential. 
On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. * To the Unapproachable, * earth is providing the grotto. 
* Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. * Following a star the Magi are still proceeding. * He was born 
for our salvation, a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19 

 

God is wonderful among his saints. 
Verse: Bless God in the congregations. 

 

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's 
gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church 
of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own 
age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when 
he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was 
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did 
not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Γαλάτας 1:11-19 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 

Θαυμαστὸς ὁ Θεὸς ἐν τοῖς Ἁγίοις αὐτοῦ. 
Στίχ. Ἐν Ἐκκλησίαις εὐλογεῖτε τὸν Θεὸν. 

 

Ἀδελφοί, γνωρίζω δὲ ὑμῖν, ἀδελφοί, τὸ εὐαγγέλιον τὸ εὐαγγελισθὲν ὑπʼ ἐμοῦ, ὅτι 

οὐκ ἔστιν κατὰ ἄνθρωπον. Οὐδὲ γὰρ ἐγὼ παρὰ ἀνθρώπου παρέλαβον αὐτό, οὔτε 

ἐδιδάχθην, ἀλλὰ διʼ ἀποκαλύψεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ἠκούσατε γὰρ τὴν ἐμὴν 

ἀναστροφήν ποτε ἐν τῷ Ἰουδαϊσμῷ, ὅτι καθʼ ὑπερβολὴν ἐδίωκον τὴν ἐκκλησίαν 

τοῦ θεοῦ, καὶ ἐπόρθουν αὐτήν· καὶ προέκοπτον ἐν τῷ Ἰουδαϊσμῷ ὑπὲρ πολλοὺς 

συνηλικιώτας ἐν τῷ γένει μου, περισσοτέρως ζηλωτὴς ὑπάρχων τῶν πατρικῶν μου 

παραδόσεων. Ὅτε δὲ εὐδόκησεν ὁ θεὸς ὁ ἀφορίσας με ἐκ κοιλίας μητρός μου καὶ 
καλέσας διὰ τῆς χάριτος αὐτοῦ, ἀποκαλύψαι τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ ἐν ἐμοὶ ἵνα 

εὐαγγελίζωμαι αὐτὸν ἐν τοῖς ἔθνεσιν, εὐθέως οὐ προσανεθέμην σαρκὶ καὶ αἵματι· 

οὐδὲ ἀνῆλθον εἰς Ἱεροσόλυμα πρὸς τοὺς πρὸ ἐμοῦ ἀποστόλους, ἀλλὰ ἀπῆλθον εἰς 

Ἀραβίαν, καὶ πάλιν ὑπέστρεψα εἰς Δαμασκόν. Ἔπειτα μετὰ ἔτη τρία ἀνῆλθον εἰς 

Ἱεροσόλυμα ἱστορῆσαι Πέτρον, καὶ ἐπέμεινα πρὸς αὐτὸν ἡμέρας δεκαπέντε. 

Ἕτερον δὲ τῶν ἀποστόλων οὐκ εἶδον, εἰ μὴ Ἰάκωβον τὸν ἀδελφὸν τοῦ κυρίου. 



 
 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Matthew 2:13-23 

 
When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, 
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out 
of Egypt have I called my son." 
 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and 
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to 
the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 
Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went 
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a 
Nazarene." 

 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 2:13-23 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
᾿Αναχωρησάντων δὲ αὐτῶν ἰδοὺ ἄγγελος Κυρίου φαίνεται κατ᾿ ὄναρ τῷ ᾿Ιωσὴφ λέγων· ἐγερθεὶς 
παράλαβε τὸ παιδίον καὶ τὴν μητέρα αὐτοῦ καὶ φεῦγε εἰς Αἴγυπτον, καὶ ἴσθι ἐκεῖ ἕως ἂν εἴπω σοι· μέλλει 
γὰρ ῾Ηρῴδης ζητεῖν τὸ παιδίον τοῦ ἀπολέσαι αὐτό. ῾Ο δὲ ἐγερθεὶς παρέλαβε τὸ παιδίον καὶ τὴν μητέρα 
αὐτοῦ νυκτὸς καὶ ἀνεχώρησεν εἰς Αἴγυπτον, καὶ ἦν ἐκεῖ ἕως τῆς τελευτῆς ̔ Ηρῴδου, ἵνα πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν 
ὑπὸ τοῦ Κυρίου διὰ τοῦ προφήτου λέγοντος· ἐξ Αἰγύπτου ἐκάλεσα τὸν υἱόν μου. Τότε ῾Ηρῴδης ἰδὼν ὅτι 
ἐνεπαίχθη ὑπὸ τῶν μάγων, ἐθυμώθη λίαν, καὶ ἀποστείλας ἀνεῖλε πάντας τοὺς παῖδας τοὺς ἐν Βηθλεὲμ 
καὶ ἐν πᾶσι τοῖς ὁρίοις αὐτῆς ἀπὸ διετοῦς καὶ κατωτέρω, κατὰ τὸν χρόνον ὃν ἠκρίβωσε παρὰ τῶν μάγων. 
τότε ἐπληρώθη τὸ ῥηθὲν ὑπὸ ῾Ιερεμίου τοῦ προφήτου λέγοντος· φωνὴ ἐν ῾Ραμᾷ ἠκούσθη, θρῆνος καὶ 
κλαυθμὸς καὶ ὀδυρμὸς πολύς· ῾Ραχὴλ κλαίουσα τὰ τέκνα αὐτῆς, καὶ οὐκ ἤθελε παρακληθῆναι, ὅτι οὐκ 
εἰσίν. Τελευτήσαντος δὲ τοῦ ῾Ηρῴδου ἰδοὺ ἄγγελος Κυρίου κατ᾿ ὄναρ φαίνεται τῷ ᾿Ιωσὴφ ἐν 
Αἰγύπτῳλέγων· ἐγερθεὶς παράλαβε τὸ παιδίον καὶ τὴν μητέρα αὐτοῦ καὶ πορεύου εἰς γῆν ᾿Ισραήλ· 
τεθνήκασι γὰρ οἱ ζητοῦντες τὴν ψυχὴν τοῦ παιδίου. ὁ δὲ ἐγερθεὶς παρέλαβε τὸ παιδίον καὶ τὴν μητέρα 
αὐτοῦ καὶ ἦλθεν εἰς γῆν ᾿Ισραήλ. ἀκούσας δὲ ὅτι ᾿Αρχέλαος βασιλεύει ἐπὶ τῆς ᾿Ιουδαίας ἀντὶ ῾Ηρῴδου 
τοῦ πατρὸς αὐτοῦ, ἐφοβήθη ἐκεῖ ἀπελθεῖν· χρηματισθεὶς δὲ κατ᾿ ὄναρ ἀνεχώρησεν εἰς τὰ μέρη τῆς 
Γαλιλαίας, καὶ ἐλθὼν κατῴκησεν εἰς πόλιν λεγομένην Ναζαρέτ, ὅπως πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν διὰ τῶν 
προφητῶν ὅτι Ναζωραῖος κληθήσεται. 

  
December Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the 
donations are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by 
Philoptochos. 
 

Donations to the Philoptochos Poor Box during the month of December will 
benefit the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry in Collegeville 
(www.dailybreadcommunityfoodpantry.org) Their  mission is to eliminate hunger 
in the Perkiomen area by providing residents in need with programs that provide 
food, promote the value of nutrition, increase self-sufficiency, and instill hope. 
 

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

http://www.dailybreadcommunityfoodpantry.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html


 
 

 

 

JOIN US! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Theophany 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026 

8:45 am – Orthros 

10:00 am – Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

and 

Great Agiasmos 

followed by 

Blessing of the Schuylkill River (at Betzwood Park), 

weather permitting 

 

 
Blessing of the Homes at Theophany: If you wish to have your homes 
and/or businesses blessed after the Feast of Theophany, please contact 
the Parish office beginning January 8th to schedule a visitation 
(office@saintsophiachurch.org or 610-650-8960.) 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, please 
see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several individuals or 
families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. 
Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's victory 
over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing in prayer during 
all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of repentance. As every Sunday 
is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to remain standing on Sundays during the 
invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, 
during weekday services throughout the year it is customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of 
kneeling on Sundays, please bow your heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is being chanted for Kathyrin Hovartos (7 years), mother of Mary Helen Black 
and Natalie Martin. In addition to her daughters, Kathyrin is survived by her grandchildren Eliana and Salome 
Black. May her memory be eternal. 
 
40-day Baby Blessing: Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Christina Giardina present their third child, a girl, for the 
traditional 40-day baby blessing. May God bless Maria, her siblings Mark and Jacob, and their parents!  
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Bob & Mary Helen Black for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 
2026 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2026 Church calendars 
are available for pickup in the Narthex of the church and in the Cultural Center on the 
table right outside of the Parish office. The calendars are available on a first-come, first-
serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family take only 1 calendar 
per household. Thank you! 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. There are 
several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the 
Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. The 
sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and 
paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to 
St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of December 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $238,775.46. Thank 
you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce the 
mortgage to $0 in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
2025 Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who has supported our 2025 Stewardship Program. If 
you have not yet returned your 2025 Stewardship Commitment Form, please do so today! Forms are available 
at the Pangari.  
 

If you have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so before the end of the year so that your payment 
is posted in 2025. In addition, by whichever method you make your payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, 
Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2025” with your name so that your account is properly 
credited.  
 

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson. 
The 2026 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we finalize our stewardship rolls for this 
year. Thank you! 
 
 
 


