ATACY

Liturgical Services are streamed on Facebook each Sunday. Simply click on the link below.
You do NOT need a Facebook account to access the online services.
www.facebook.com/saintsophiachurch

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.
We hope you can help us with an online donation. You can give by going to our website,
www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” button.

Donate
veea! N I 0
You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch . .
We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle system, input St' Sophla/Ss Falth’ Hope & Agape
treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you'll be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. Greek OI'thOdOX Church Of Vauey Forge
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403
Rev. Fr. Konstantinos Loukas
Proistamenos
December 24, 2025
6:00 pm Orthros
7:00 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
followed by the singing of the Kalanda (Carols)
St. Sophia/SS. Faith, Hope & Agape RS
Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge § G "%
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Rev. Fr. Konstantinos Loukas, Proistamenos

frkonstantinos@saintsophiachurch.org
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December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Vigil
The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Gaspar, & Balthasar
The Commemoration of the Shepherds in Bethlehem who were
watching their flocks and came to see the Lord
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This evening’s service consists of
Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

ENTRANCE HYMNS

Apolytikion for the Nativity — | Ghennisis sou, Christe (“Your Nativity, O
Christ”)

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the
world. For therein the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship
You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as Orient from on high. Glory to
You, O Lord.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ ehaia kard kapmrog avefAdotnoag, év taic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia pdprug
geuvh, kai mpoanyayec Xpiatw Kapmov n durarov, Touc Tri¢ vnduo¢ aou BAaaTtouc,
O a ywvwy edaywv, Aydmnv te kai "EAmida auv 1 8edgpovi lioTel, ebwy Suowrrel
UTTER TTAVTWV UWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke
prosigages Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vilastus, di’ agonon evagon,
Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti: meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord,

Sophia martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your
womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and
Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.

Kontakion for the Nativity — | Parthenos simeron ton iperousion tikti (“On

this day the Virgin gives birth to the Super-essential.

On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. * To the Unapproachable,
*earth is providing the grotto. * Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. *
Following a star the Magi are still proceeding. * He was born for our salvation, a
newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.
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FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, Shelter, and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).




JOIN US!

Holy Theophany - Tuesday, January 6, 2026
9:00 am - Orthros & Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Followed by Great Agiasmos & Blessing of the Schuylkill River
(at Betzwood Park), weather permitting.

Blessing of the Homes at Theophany: If you wish to have your homes
and/or businesses blessed after the Feast of Theophany, please contact the
Parish office beginning January 8t to schedule a visitation
(office@saintsophiachurch.org or 610-650-8960.)

2026 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2026 Church
calendars are available for pickup in the Narthex of the church and on the
table outside of the Parish office. The calendars are available on a first-come,
first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family take
only 1 calendar per household. Thank you!

EPISTLE READING
The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 4:4-7

Let all the earth worship you, and sing praises to you.
Verse: Shout with joy to God, all the earth.

BRETHREN, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave
but a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.

AvAayvwoig EMOTOARG
Mpog MaAdrag 4.4-7

MNaoa n yA mpookuvnodrwodv ool kai waAdrwodv gol.
Zriy. AAaAdéare T Kupiw maoa n yi.

AdeAgoi, 6Te 5& AABEV TO TARPWHA T00 XpOVoU, EEaTTETTEIAEY &
Bed¢ TOV UidV auTod, yevOUEVoV €K YUVAIKOG, YEVOUEVOV UTIO
vouov, iva Toug umo vopov £¢ayopdan, iva Thv uioBeaiav
amoAéBwyev. “Oti d€ €aTe vioi, EGamréaTelAey O BeOG 1O TrveTpa
100 vio0 aUToD €ig TGG Kapdiag NUv, kpddlov, ABBa 6 Tarnp.
"Q0Te OUKETI € 50TAOC GG UIOC €i BE UIOC, Kai KANPOVOLOC
O1&x Be00.
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GOSPEL READING

The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
The Reading is from Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to
worship him." When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is
written by the prophet: 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from

you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him." When they had heard the king they went their way;
and lo the star which they had seen in the East went before them,
till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going
into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.

2025 Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who has supported our
2025 Stewardship Program. If you have not yet returned your 2025
Stewardship Commitment Form, please do so today! Forms are available at
the Pangari.

If you have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so before the end
of the year so that your payment is posted in 2025. In addition, by whichever
method you make your payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is
imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2025” with your name so that your
account is properly credited.

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox,
our stewardship chairperson. The 2026 campaign will be starting shortly, so
it is imperative that we finalize our stewardship rolls for this year. Thank you!

mve
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ST. SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS

VASILOPITA BREAKFAST

3 JANUARY4,2026
I e il *

SAUSAGE LINKS *

MUFFINS "
S  FRESHFRUIT DONATION
GREEK YOGURT 515
COFFEE # JUICE e

PROCEEDS BENEFIT SAINT BASIL ACADEMY IN GARRISON, NY

St. Sophia Youth Ministries

NATIVITY FOOD DRIVE
THE GIFT OF FOOD TO THOSE LESS FORTUNATE

To benefit The Daily Bread Community Food Pantry in Collegeville

ACCEPTING UNEXPIRED CANNED AND NON-PERISHABLE FOODS OR

DONATE USING VENMO (ENTER "YM NATIVITY FOOD DRIVE" IN MEMO)
DONATION DROP-OFF IN LOBBY OF FR. JOHN A. LIMBERAKIS CULTURAL CENTER
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

EVAITEAION
Kara Mar@aiov 2.1-12

To0 ’'Ingol yevvnbévtog €v BnBAegy ¢ "loudaiag &v Auépaig
‘Hpowdou 7100 Paocidéwg, idoUu upayor ATO  AvATOAGV
Tapeyévovio €i¢ ‘lepoodAuparéyovteg, Mol €otiv O TEXDEIC
BaaoiAeUg TGV “loudaiwy; €idopev yap autol TOV AoTéPa £V TN
avatoAf] kai AABouev Tpookuvijcal alt®w. Akouoa¢ O& O
BaolAeUg ‘Hpwdng Etapbyxbn kai maioa ‘lepoodAupa per’
auTtod,kai guvayaywv TTAvTag Toug ApXIEPEIC Kai YPAMATEIS
100 AaoD £muvBaveto rap” aut@y mod © XpioTodg yevvaral. Oi
8¢ eimav aut®, 'Ev BnBAedy TA¢ loudaiag: oUTtwe yaip
véypamral 01 100 TpoeATou-Kai oU, BnBAetu yi louda,
oUBapGC Ehayiotn €l év Toi¢ Ryeudov "louda: €k col yap
€€ehe0oeTal ryoUpevog, OOTIC ToIAvVET TOV Aadv Hou TOV
‘lopanA. Téte "Hpwdng AGBpa kaléoag Toug  payoug
AKkpiBwaev Tap’ aut@v TOV  Xpodvov To0  QaIvopévou
&oTépPOC,Kal TTéEUYAC auToUC cic BnBAegy emev, MopeuBévTec
€fetoare GkpIBG mepi 100 Taudiou: Emav d& elpnte
amayyeilaté pol, 61w Kayw EABWV TpookuvAow auTt®. Oi d&
akouoavteg 100 BaoIAéwg Emopelbnaav, kai idou O AaTrp OV
gioov év Tf] AvaTOAf] TIpofjyev auToUC Ewe €ABV €0TGON
émavw o0 Av 1O Traidiov. 186vTeg 8¢ TOV doTépa ExApnoav
xapav peyaAnv opodpa. Kai ABOVTEC i TRV oikiav €idov 10
maidiov petd Mapiag TAG pnTPOG auTol, Kai TETOVTEG
TpooekUvnoav auTt, kai avoifaviec Toug Bnaaupoug auTiv
TIPooTveykav aut®) dpa, Xpuoov Kai Aifavov kai gudpvav.
Kai xpnuatioBévteg kar™ Gvap un avakauywal mpodg "Hpwdny,
01" GANG 0BT avexwpnaoav €ig TAV XWPav auTav.



SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Dec. 21, 2025
through No Greek School — Christmas/New Year's Recess
Sun. Jan. 4, 2026

Christmas, New Year’s and Theophany services are listed on the enclosed schedule

Sun. Dec. 28t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday after Nativity

No Sunday school
Thurs. Jan. 1st 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

St. Basil the Great
Sun. Jan. 4t 8:45am  Sunday before Epiphany

Sunday school resumes

No Greek school

Theophany services are listed on the enclosed schedule
Mon, Jan. 5t 4:45pm  Little Angels
6:00 pm  Greek School (Children)

Wed. Jan. 7t 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
Thurs. Jan. 8t 6:00 pm  Greek School (Adults)
Sat. Jan. 10t 5:.00 pm  Vespers

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of December 1, 2025, our mortgage
balance is $238,775.46. Thank you to our Stewards and friends who
participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce the mortgage
to $0 in the near future.
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Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Services for Christimas

Christmas Eve Morning - Wednesday, 12/24/25
8:00 am Orthros; Great Hours
10:00 am Great Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Christmas Eve - Vigil for Christmas - Wednesday, 12/24/25
6:00 pm Orthros
7:00 pm Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
followed by the singing of Kalanda/Christmas Carols

Christmas Day, Thursday, 12/25/25
Merry Christmas! - KaAd Xpiotovysvva!
No Services Today

Sunday, 12/28/25
Sunday after Nativity
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
No Sunday school; No Greek school

Services for New Year’s & Theophany

New Year’s Day, Thursday, 1/1/26
Happy New Year! - KaAn ipwToxpovid!
Feast of St. Basil the Great
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Sunday, 1/4/26
Sunday before Theophany
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Monday, 1/5/26 - Eve of Theophany
8:00 am Orthros; Great Hours
10:00 am Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Great Agiasmos

Tuesday, 1/6 /26 - Holy Theophany
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Great Agiasmos
Blessing of the Schuylkill River
(at Betzwood Park), weather permitting

Wednesday, 1/7/26
Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Blessing of the Homes at Theophany

If you wish to have your homes and /or businesses blessed after the Feast of Theophany,
please contact the Parish office beginning January 8t to schedule a visitation.




GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 578/2025

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas

December 25, 2025

‘Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Today the Virgin gives Birth to Him Who is above all being ....
(Kontakion of Christmas)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

In the midst of all our Christmas celebrations, it is the hymnography of the Church
that always calls us back to the essence of the Feast, so that, as we pause to consider the
miracle of the Nativity of our Lord, the wonder of the Angels, Shepherds and Magi might
come over us as well. The Birth of the Prince of Peace taking place in the humble cave of
Bethlehem, which He shared with mute beasts of burden, is truly a marvel of marvels.
For as the Kontakion of Saint Romanos the Melodist affirms, the God Who is beyond
every possible conception and category of human comprehension, wills to be born a
human being, from the womb of the Virgin Theotokos.

It is an act of God’s supreme love for all creation. For as the Evangelist says, God,
Who “so utterly loved the world, gave His Only-Begotten Son so that everyone who
believes in Him might not perish, but possess eternal life” (John 316). And it is also an act
of the highest love of a human being for God. Because the Virgin was willing to become



the living Temple of God, offering her very body to provide the human nature that would
become the Body of God. For nine months, she housed the Lord of the Universe in the
Tabernacle of her womb, until the moment arrived for “Him Who is above all being” to
come forth into the wounded and fragile world.

As anewborn and vulnerable Babe, dependent in every way upon His Mother and
those around her for safety, nourishment and protection, our Lord and God entered into
our experience as human beings, so that we might in turn enter into the Divine Life. For
each and every one of us now has the potential to bring forth within our hearts, minds
and souls the fullness of God, even unto grace upon grace (John 1:16). The fragility of our
existence has become God’s own fragility, and His healing Spirit now infuses every
aspect of creation.

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace the Child of
Bethlehem Who is born within us, in the cave of our hearts. He is gentle and humble, and
He understands how exposed and assailable our human condition can be — for He
endured it with us and for us. Let us bring forth in our lives His many qualities: love,
mercy, compassion, equanimity and forgiveness. And as the Virgin watched Him grow
within her own womb and throughout her own life, let us also behold the miracle of His
Presence within our lives and within our communities, to the honor and praise of His
Holy Name.

Xowotog I'evvatal AoEaoate! Christ is Born! Glority Him!
> > X /
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 578/2025

Agxtemokomuikr) EyxvkAlog
Y TV £007tr) TV XQLOTOUYEVVWV.
25 AexepPotov 2025

[Iooc 1tovg Xefacpwtatovg  kalt OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Alaxdvoug, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayéc, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZoppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huegnowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgpotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopBodoles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«H IlapO&vog onuepov Tov VTTEPOVCLOV TIKTED

(Kovtaxiov twv Xpiotovyévvwy)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

Méoa otV ATHOT@AIRA TWV €0QTWV TWV XQLOTOVYEVVWY, 1] DHVOoyQagia thg
ExxAnoiac pag émavagépet 0to abuvteQo vonua g peYAANS avThg £00TNG, (OTE VX
AVAAOYLOTOUHE AVTO TO peYAaAo Bavpa g yevvrioews tov Kuvplov pag kat va
veploovv ol kaEdLEg pag pe VTEQAaUTON Xad, OTtws ot AyyéAoy, ot ITowpéveg kai ot
Mayot. H yévvnon tov agxovta g elpnvng, 1] 0Tola Aapavel xwoa & pia Tamewvn
omnAwx ot BnOAeéy, magovoia twv dAoywv mAaoudtwv, elval t0 Bavpa twv

Oavpdtwv. Aot OTws pAg daxPePatvel kKal TO KOVTAKLO ToL ayiov Pwopavov tov



MeAwdov, 6 Bedg, 6 Omolog eivat Vmepavw kabe duvatng vonoews kat kabe
avOQWTIVNG KATAVONOTEWS, «O VTTEQOVOLOC», YiveTal avOQwTOog, &TO T1) UNToN TNG
[TapBévou.

[Tookertat yix €kpoaom tn¢ VTTEQTATNG AYATNG TOL Beov TMEOG OAN TNV KTLOT).
AT, 0mwg Aéet 0 evayyeAlotng, «OUTwg Y 1Nyannoev 0 @edg TOV KOOHOV, (OTE TOV
VIOV AVTOL TOV HOVOYEVT] EdWKEV, (Vat TTAG O MIOTEVWV €I AVTOV Ut ATTOANTAL, AAA’
&xn Caonv atwviov» (Twav. 3,16). Kat eivat tavtoxoova medeén OPLotng aydnng tov
avOpwTmov 1Eog T0 Bed. Aott 1] ITapbévog déxOnke va yiver 0 Cwvtavog vaog tov
Be0V, MEOOPEQPOVTAC TO (010 TNG TO CWUA, Y v d00el 1] avOpwmLvn VO™ KaTa TV
évoagkwot tov Beov. I'iax évvéa unveg pLro&évnoe tov Koplo tov ocvpnavtog o)
H1To TNG, WOTOL EOace 1) OTLyun «O UMEQ MAVTIWV TWV OVTIwV» va €EEADeL oTOV
e00pavoTOo Kat dOKIUALOPEVO AVTO KOOO.

Q¢ veoyévvnro kat e0AAWTO BEEPOG, EEAQTWIEVO KATA TIAVTA ATO TT UNTéQX
TOL KAl &Tt0 Go0vg TV mepLEPaAAay, Bolokoviag acpalela, Teo@r) kal pootaoia, O
Kvgog kat Oeoc pag eloépxetal otV avOQmvn €UTEQIX, OTE KAl EUELS, HE TN
oeA Hag, va eloéABovpe ot Oelar Cwn). AOTL kaBévag amo éuag €xet mMAEovV T
duvatotnTa va EAkvoEL Héoa oV Kadld, TOV VOou kal TV Puxr) Tov TV mAnedtnTa
oL Oe0L WG «XAov avti x&ottoc» (Iwav. 1,16). To evaAwto g Omdofews pag yivetat
T0 EVAAWTO TOV EVOAQKWHEVOL AdYov oL B0V, €V TO TVELHA TNG XAQLTOG
duamotiCet MAéov kaOe mTLXN TS KTIOEWG.

I't avto, ayarnmntol pov adeAgot kat adeAgeg év XQLoTQ, g AYKAALXTOVUE TO
veoyévvnto tnc BnOAeéy, mov yevvatatr péoa ot omnAwx g kadag pac. Etva
TOAO KAl TATEWVO Kal Yvwollel moOoo €kteOelévn kal eVAAwTN etvat 1] avOEWTLV
@UOT HaG, DLOTL TNV DTEUELVE YIX XAQT HaG. Ag yeploovue, Aotmov, 1) Cwr) pag pé ta
xaplopata mov pag divel anAdxeoa, ONAAdT) TNV &yAmn), T0 EA0g, T CUUTIOVIA, TV
nipadtnTa Kat ) ovyxwoenon. Kat 6mwg 1) IapOévog tov €BAeme va av&dvet péoa o)
U1 TOA TNG, AC ATEVIOOVHE KAl £UELS TO Oavua Th¢ magovoinag Tov péoa ot Cwn pag,
AAAQ Kal péoa OTIC KOWVOTNTEG HAG, O0EOAOYWVTAC TO &YLO0 OVOUA TOVL.

Xowotog yevvatal AoEdoate!
o HrreSHhL
& paeigs Ag7eOspace

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpdoog



Chris & Victoria Altum

Angelo & Alexandra Ballas
Matt, Joann, and Nick Bannon
Vinnie & Sophie Caliendo

Jim & Mary Caravoulias

The Christou Family

Marlena Crowley

Vicki & Steve Dowzicky

Eleni Evangelopoulos

Art & Peggy Happas

Vela Hatzipavlides

Taylor & Carla Anastasia Johnson
Andrew & Georgiana Kane
Jeff & Lisa Kerns

Evangelia A. Klapakis

The Klapakis Family

Lucy & Bart Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Leonidas N. Koletas
Gilda Koutsiouroumbas

Dean Laskaris

Effie R. Liacouras

Alexis & Cary Limberakis

The Lowry Family

Ed & Mary McAdoo

Irene Malagari

Steven & Rachel Malagari
Angelo & Gloria Metropoulos
The Nazzaro Family

The Neatherly Family
Bessie Neofotistos

Thank you to the following families who have donated poinsettia plants
in honor of or in memory of loved ones,
or just to beautify our church at Christmastime!

In memory of Deacon Euripides and Mary Christulides
In memory of Loula Giakoumatos
In memory of Nick Moukoulis and Bill & Judi Bannon

In memory of George & Minnie Alexiadis and Charlie & Connie Caravoulias

In honor of my nouna, Linda Tripolitis

In memory of Harry Papastrat & Dimos Miras
In memory of Nicholas Papageorge

In memory of Panagioti & Panagiota Kostomite
In memory of Thomas & Maria Hatzipavlides
In memory of Carl Augustine

In memory of our parents

In memory of Jesse & Lola Presutti

In memory of our loved ones

In memory of Michael, Eleni, and Chrysostomos
In memory of Solon Tsaoussis

In memory of Ernest, Nicholas, and Athanasia

In honor of Nina Laskaris
In memory of George C. Liacouras

In memory of Fr. John & Presvytera Elizabeth Limberakis and Jack & Dolly Demetris

In memory of Mary & Thomas Stathopoulos

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Francis McAdoo, Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Nichols, and

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. George Englesson and Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Englesson
In memory of my parents, John & Helen Christopher

In memory of 1st Sgt. Corey Nawrocki, USMC Retired

In memory of Thomas, Christine, and Michael Demetris

In memory of Spiro & Stella Vanezalos

In memory of my husband George and my son Steven, and in honor of my daughter Elaine and family



Alexander & Marianne Nikas

The Notaras Family

Katherine & Anthony Pantazopoulos
The Papadakes Family

The Papadimitriou Family

Dr. Peter & Phyllis Patukas

Chris & Angelina Pavlou and Family
The Peoples Family

Aram & Elaine Piligian

The Pogas Family

David & Flora Poloway

Jim Reynolds

Rami & Maria (Fafalios) Richie

Anne & Matt Sabia

The Samios Family

The Sprayberry Family
Matthew & Melissa Stolarczyk
Maria & Keith Swope

Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis
Alexandra & Lazarus Tavlarides
Linda Tripolitis

Shirley Tripolitis

Katherine H. Tsipras
Seraphim & Patricia Tsipras
Irene Tsokas

The Tsouros Family

Alexis & Roger Witt
lta Zaferes and Family
Charles & Catherine Zarcone

In memory of Ruth Andrews Nikas, Bill & Carolyn Ruhl, Despina & Alexandros Tsinikas, and
In memory of Ralph & Alberta Andrews, Demetrios & Anna Manolis, Bruce Andrews and Scott Meacham, and
In honor of Nicholas & Elizabeth Nikas

In memory of our loved ones

In memory of James Stamas and in honor of Stephen Stamas

In memory of Pauline Papadakes

In memory of Nicholas Papadimitriou

In memory of our brother Tom and sister Theodora

In memory of Demetrios & Kyriaki Paviou

In memory of Susan M. Peoples, Michael Peoples, and Larry Kontos, and in honor of Jim Concannon
In memory of George and Steven Neofotistos and in honor of Bessie Neofotistos

In memory of Sarah Beckstrom

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Aris Podotas and Mr. & Mrs. Michael Poloway

In memory of Gigi Reynolds and Nick & Tula Ganavazos

In memory of Anthony & Patricia Fafalios, Karissa Conner, and EJ Blaszczak and

In memory of Albert Richie, Hasna Saoud, and Sarah Assali and

In honor of Dr. Alexia Richie's 2025 Medical School Graduation and Neurology Residency

In memory of the Scandalios and Callipolites Families

In memory of our loved ones

In memory of James and Michael Farrell and in honor of Katina Athineos

In memory of Ernest & Marian Laskaris

In memory of Konstantinos, Eleni, and Dionysia Savas

In memory of our loved ones who we have lost

In memory of Smaragdi Carolas

In memory of George Tripolitis, beloved father and

In honor of Zoey Cosette Kreiser, beloved granddaughter and

in honor of the Tripolitis, Ruser, Kreiser, Crowley, and Klein Families

In memory of George Tripolitis

In memory of Speros & Olga Tsipras, Elias S. Tsipras |, and Maria Tsipras

In memory of Andreas, Ekaterini, and Demetrios A. Tsipras

In memory of my husband Chris and my sister Anthroniki

In memory of Isidoros N. & Markella C. Tsouros, Phokion C. Lacas, Father Stephen P. Theophilos and
In memory of Isidoros & Zoitsa Costalas, Michael C. Rapitis and Constantinos I. Costalas
In memory of Alexander, Anna, John, and Peter Skylakon

In memory of James Zaferes
In memory of our parents
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Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and
Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church

Grace, Mercy and Peace from the Savior Christ Born in Bethlehem

Most honorable Brother Hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

Having once again been found worthy of reaching the great feast
of the Nativity in the flesh of the Son and Word of God, we glorify the
“inexpressible and incomprehensible condescension” of the Savior of
the human race and Redeemer of all creation from corruption, even as
we proclaim with the angels “Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace, goodwill to all people.”?

Christ was revealed as “Emmanuel,”? as “God with us” and “for
us”, as God beside each of us and “closer to us than ourselves.”3 The

pre-eternal Word of God, who is “consubstantial with the Father,” as

formulated in doctrine by the First Ecumenical Council, whose 1700t

11k 2.14.
2 Mt. 1.23.
3 Nicholas Cabasilas, On the Life in Christ, VI, PG 150. 660.



anniversary was appropriately celebrated by the Christian world over
this year, “becomes like His own creature,” being incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary “in order to render human beings into
gods.”

The Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) for Christmas declares that
the Nativity of Christ “has shone to the world the Light of knowledge”
and revealed “the transcendent and universal meaning” of life and
history, namely the truth that only the Christian faith can fully satisfy
the deeper pursuit of the mind and thirst of the heart, that “salvation
is found in no one else”* but Christ. Thenceforth, the “knowledge” that
“putfs up”® is being judged by the words of the Lord, that “You will
come to know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”®

The suprarational event of the Incarnation is experienced and
repeated spiritually in the life of the faithful, who love the epiphany of
the Savior Christ. As St. Maximus the Confessor writes: “The Word of
God was once born in the flesh, but desires always to be born in the
spirit out of love for those who desire it.”” In this sense, the Feast of the
Nativity, of the divine Incarnation and the deification of humankind

by grace, does not direct us to an event of the past, but guides us to the

* Acts 4.12.

5Cf. 1 Cor. 8.1.

¢Jn 8.32.

7 Various Texts on Theology and the Divine Economy X, 8, PG 90.1181.



“future city,”® to the heavenly kingdom of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

In a world, where the echo of war and noise of weapons prevail,
the angelic “peace in the world” is resounded and the Lord’s voice
blesses “the peacemakers” while His Holy Church prays during the
Divine Liturgy “for the peace from above” and “for the peace of the
whole world.” Genuine faith in the living God strengthens our
struggle for peace and righteousness, even when we are faced with
humanly insurmountable impediments. As the Message of the Holy
and Great Council of the Orthodox Church—whose tenth anniversary
we shall celebrate next year—inspiringly states: “the oil of religious
experience must be used to heal wounds and not to rekindle the fire of
military conflicts.”®

The Gospel of peace especially concerns us Christians. We
consider it impermissible to remain indifferent before the
fragmentation of Christendom, particularly when this attitude is
accompanied by fundamentalism and explicit rejection of inter-
Christian dialogue that ultimately aims at transcending division and
achieving unity. The obligation of striving for Christian unity is non-

negotiable. The responsibility to continue the efforts of the pioneers of

8 Heb. 13.14.
? Paragraph 4.



the Ecumenical Movement along with the justification of their vision
and labor rest on the younger generation of Christians.

We belong to Christ, who is “our peace”!® and “the fulfilment of
joy” in our life, the “goodwill” that springs from the conviction that
“the truth has arrived” and “the shadow has passed,” that love is
stronger than hatred and life stronger than death, that evil does not
have the final word in the life of the world, which is directed by Christ,
who is “the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”!! This faith must
shine and be revealed in the way we honor Christmas and the other
feasts of the Church. The joyous celebration of the faithful should bear
witness to the transformative power of our faith in Christ. It should be
a time of goodwill and spiritual delight, the experience of that ineffable

“great joy”!2 that is “synonymous with the Gospel.”

Most honorable Brothers and beloved children,

In 2026, the Holy Great Church of Christ will honor the
completion of 1400 years since August 7, 626, when the Akathist Hymn
was chanted “upstanding” during the Sacred Vigil in the Church of
Panagia Vlachernae, as an expression of gratitude to the All-Holy

Mother of God, for the safeguarding of the City of Constantinople from

10 Eph. 2.14.
11 Heb. 13.8.
2 Cf. Lk 2.10.



the attack of hostile forces. On the occasion of this historic milestone,
the 2026 Yearbook of the Ecumenical Patriarchate will be dedicated to
the commemoration of this important event for our tradition and
identity, which are inseparably and profoundly associated with the
honor reserved for our ever-blessed and most pure Mother of God, the
defender and protector of our people.

In this spirit, as we bow before Mary who holds the infant Jesus
in her arms, and as we worship the Divine Word who assumed our
form, we wish upon all of you a blessed Holy Twelvetide, and a
fruittul in good deeds and filled with divine gifts new year of the
Lord’s favor, to Whom belong all glory, honor and worship, now and

always, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Christmas 2025
+Bartholomew of Constantinople

Your fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine
Liturgy on the Feast of Christmas
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ITATPIAPXIKH AITOAEIEH
I'TA TA XPIXTOYTENNA

+BAPOOAOMAIOZX
EAEQLOEOY APXIEITIEKOITOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY - NEAX
POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHX
YE OAO TO ITAHPOMA THX EKKAHXIAX
XAPH, EAEOX KAI EIPHNH
ATIO TON I'ENNHOENTA Y TH BHOAEEM XQTHPA XPIXTO

Tyuwtator adeAgot Tepdoyes kat Téxva ev Kvpiw evAoynuéva,

A@ov alwdnkape kat TAAL va @OAoovpe 0TI HeYAAT £0QTT) TNG KATX OAQKA
I'évvnong tov Yiov kat AGyov oL Oe0U, DOEOAOYOVUE TNV «APEAOTI KAL AKATAATTTTN
OLYKATAPAOT» TOL LWTNEOS TOL YEVOUS TV avOownwv kal Avtowtn amdong tng
KTioewg amo ) @Oooa, avaowvtac pall pé tovg AyyéAovg «AdEa év DloTolg Oe@
KAl €7l YNG elonvn), €v dvOpwmoLs evdokio»!.

O Xpotog anmokaAveOnke wg «EppavounA»?, wg «@eog ped’ 1uav» kal «OmeQ
NUWV», WG Oe0g MANCTLOV £VOg EKATTOUL ATO EUAG, WG «KAL TIO KOVTA HAG AKOUA Kol
ATO Euag tovg Wilovg»3 O «Opoovoog» T Oew INatel mEoalwviog Adyog, kabwg
doyudtioe 1) IMowtn Otkovuevikr) Tovvodog ot Nikawa, tng omolag 1) xLAootn
ETITAKOOLO0TI] ETMETELOG ATIO TNG OLYKANOEwS TiuNOnke OmMwg EmQeme AMO TOV
XOLOTIAVIKO KOOHO KATX TO TTAQEAOOV €TOG, «OHOLVETAL e TO D10 TO dNUIOVEYNHA
TOL», APOL oapkwONKe ek ITvevpatog Ayiov kat Mapiag g Iap0évov, «yux vakavet
ToUG AvOEWTOLS OE0VG».

To AmoAvtikio Twv Xplotovyévvwy duaknovooet ot 1) I'évvnon tov Xplotov
«AVETEAE T KOOUW TO QWG TO TNG YVWOOEWS», ATOKAALYPE TO «OTepfatiko Kal
KkaOoAuco vonua» e Cwng katl g lotoptag, v aAnOewx, 6Tt HOVO 1] XOLOTLAVIKT)
TOTN UTOQEL VA ikavomowm|oel MANQwWS Tig Pabvteges avalnTr)oEls TOLU VOU KAl )
dtpa TG kaEdiag, OtL «1] owtnela dev VTAOXEL 0 kavévav AAAO» ¢ TP HOVO OTO

1 Aovk. 3/, 14.
:MatO. o, 23.
s NuwoAdov KaBdaowa, [epi tne év Xprotw Cwne, LT, PG 150, 660.
+ITpa&. d', 12.



Xowoté. "Extote, «1) yvaon», 1) 0moila «@égvel Dmepn@avela»®, kolvetat pé Paon ta
Aoyl tov Kvplov «I'vwplote tv dAnOewx kai 1) aAnOeix O oag édevOepwoe»®.

To vmégAoyo yeyovog g Evoapkdoews Pudvetal kat émavaAappPavetat
TIVEVHATIKA 0T (T TV TUOTWYV, EKEVWV TOL AYATIOVV TV EUPAVIOT TOU LwThQOog
Xowotov. ‘Onwg yodeet 6 Ayiog Ma&ipog 6 OpoAoyntig, «O  Adyoc tov Oeov
Yevvnonke pio oo kata odoka, AAAX ATO @UAaVOQWTILA YEVVLIETAL TIAVTOTE KATX
mvevpua pE ) 0€Anor] tov yix xdon 6owv to émbvpovv»’. Me v évvola avt), 0
E0QTAOHOG TV XQLOTOVYEVVWY, TN LAQKWOEWS TOL B0V Kal TG Kata Xaen 0éwong
TOL AvOQWTOU, deV HAG OTRE@PEL TIROS Eva YeYOVOS TOU maQeABOVTOS, AAAX UAg
KatevOVVEL TEOG TNV «pEAAOLVOA TTOAN» 8, TEOG TNV alwvia Baoleia tov INatog katl
oL Yiov kat tov Ayiov [Tvevpartog.

r¢ éva kOOopo, OTIov 1)XOUV Ol MOAEUIKES laXEs Kal 1) kKAayyT) T@wv OTAwY,
drxoaATtiCeTal TO Ay yeAKO HNVupA «E€TL VNG elor|vn», 1] @wvi) oL Kvgiov pakapilet
TOUG «&lENVOTIoloVS» kKai 1) Ayla ExkAnoia tov déetal ot Oela Aettovgyio «OMEQ TG
avwOev elprvne» Kat «OTeQ TG 1PN VNG TOL CVUTAVTOS KOOOoL». H yvrjowa ntlotn o
Cwvtavo OO EVOLVALWVEL TOV Aywva YLX TV €OV KAl T1) dikaloovvr), dkoun Katl
dtav avTog PolokeTat EvTov avuTiépRANTWY, kat avOpwmov, éunodiwv. Onwg pe
Oelax éumvevon dnAwvetar oto Mnvopa g Ayilag kat MeyaAng Zuvvodov Trg
0Op00d6Eov ExkAnoiag, v mewtn dekaetneida g Omolag O £00TACOVHE KATX TO
ETEQXOUEVO €TOC, «TO AdOL TOU OENOKEVTIKOV BLWOHATOS TIQETEL VX XOT|OLUOTIOLELTOL
VWX V& €MOVAWVEL TANYES Kal OXL YIX VA AvalWTTUOWVEL T QWTLX TV TIOAEULKWV
oLEEAEEWV»°.

To EvayyéAo g elonvng apooa £E0XWS EUAS TOLG XOLOTLAVOUGS. OewOvE
avemitoemtn TNV ddlgogia Y ) dkomaor] ¢ XooTixvoovvng, diwg dtav avt)
OLVOOEVETAL ATIO POVTIAMEVTIAALOHO Kal ONT ATogeupn TwV dXXQLOTIAVIKWV
dxAdywv, ol omolot €XouV TeAKo OKOTIO TNV VLTEQPaoT TG dlaRéoews Kal TV
émitevén g évotnrac. To Xpéog ToL Aywva YuX T XQLOTIAVIKY] EVOTNnTa elva
ADATIQAYHATEVTO. LT VEQ YEVIX TV XQLOTIAVQV AVTKeL 1] eDOVVYT ¢ ovvexioewg
twv meoomabelwv twv mowtepyatwv ¢ Olkovpevikng Kuvnoewg wal g
JKALWOTEWS TV OQAUATWYV Kol TV HOXOwv Tovg.

Avnrikovpe 010 XQLoTO, 0 OTOL0G elvat «1] €NV Hac» 10 kal 1) «OAOKANQWHEV
Xaod» ot Cwn pag, 1 «evdokia» mov mnyalel ano M PePatdtnra Ot «Mebe N
aAnOela» kal «TéQATE 1) OKLA», OTLT) AYATIN lvaL TTLO LOXLET] ATIO TO HLO0G Kat 1] Cwn
TIO LOXVET A0 TO0 OAvaTo, OTL TO KakO 0&v €xel TOV TeAevtaio Adyov otr) Cwr) Tov

sTToPA. A" Kop. 1, 1.

s Twarv, ', 32.

? Ma&ipov tov OpoAoyntov, Kepadaia dtapopa Ocoloyika te kat oikovourka, I, n)°, PG
90, 1181.

sEfo. vy, 14.

o Mnvoua tnc Ayiac xat MeyaAnc Xvvodov tnc OpBodolov ExxAnoiac mpoc Tov
OpBodolo Aao xai kaOe dvOpwmo kaAnc OeAnoewc, § 4.

w’Epeo. 37, 14.



KOOHOU, T Omoia katevBvvel 6 Xowotdg, 0 «x0&g kal onuegov O dLOg KAl oTovg
alwveg» . Avtn 1] miotn mMEémel VA DIAAGUTIEL KAl VX ATIOKAAVTITETAL OTOV TQOTIO U
TOV OO0 TIHOVME T XQLOTOUYEVVA Kal TG aAAeg ékkAnowotikes €optés. O
E0QTAOMOG €K HEQOVLG TWV TIOTWV TOL TEQTMEL TO OO O@eidel v HAQTULEEL T
HETAHOQPTLKT] dUVAUNG TG ToTews 0TO XOLOTO YIX T Cwn] HAg, va elval Kalpog
EVOOKIAG KAl TTVEVHATIKNG EVPEOTVVNG, BLIOOEWS EKELVNG TN AVEKAXANTNG «UEYAATG
Xa0ac» 2, 1 6moia etvat «ouvavLpog oL EvayyeAtov».

Teodrtatol kal Oeo@Aéotatol AdeApol Kat ayannTa Tékva,

Kata to étog 2026, 1) Ayila tov Xpotov MeyaAn ExkAnota tipa t) ovpumAnewon
1400 érwv amo g 77 Avyovotov 626, Otav &PaAn «opbootddnv» 0 AxdaOiotog
“Yuvog, kata v Tepr) Ayovmvia otov Tepo Nao ¢ Iavayiag BAaxeovav, o
€kpoaoT eVYVWHOOLVNG TEOS TNV Ymegayla BOeotoko, yux ) ddkowon Trng
KowvotavtivovmoAng amo v émdgour) éx0owv duopevav. Mé tv loToQikt) avTn
émételo, 1 'Emetnoida tov Otkovpevikov Tatoiapyeiov tov étovg 2026 a@lepwvetal
OTIV AVAUVNOT TOU ONUAVTIIKOU AUTOL YEYOVOTOG Y THV TaQAdOOLV Kol ThV
TAVTOTNTA HAG, Ol OTIOLEG VAL ADACTIAOTA KAl Pabeldt CUVVPATUEVES e TNV TL)
TEOG TNV AELUAKAQLOTN Kal mavapwuntn Mntéoa tov Oegov pag kat Yméouaxo
Zroatnyo tov I'évouc.

210 mvevpa avto, KAvovTag o YOVu évariov NG Boepokpatovoac Mapapt
Kal MEOOKLVWVTAG TOV Bed Adyo Tov avéAafe 1) OKT) HAG HOQ@PT), EVXOUAOTE O
O0Aovg oag evAoynuévo 10 Aylo Awdekanpuepo, kaAAlkapmo de o& éoya ayabo xatl
TAT)ON Oelwv dWENUATWY TO VEO €T0G TN XeNoToTtnTag ToL Kuplov, otov 6Ttoto mpémet
KkA&Oe dOEa, TN Kal TEOOKVLVTOT), VOV Kal del kal o0& GAovg Toug alwves. Aunv!

Xototovyevva 2025
1t 6 KwvotavtivourtoAewg
dLATTLEOG OGS OO VX ETNC OAWY
oag.

1EBo. 1y, 8.
2TIoBA. Aovk. B/, 10.



