
 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 

Proistamenos 
 

 

December 14, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 

 

 

 Fast Day | Wine and oil are allowed.  

Refrain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs. 
 

 

11th Sunday of Luke 
Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Callinicus of Asia Minor, and 

Philemon, Apollonius, and Arian of Alexandria 
 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”) 
When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless 
rend with the Lightning of Divineness.  And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the earth, 
Then did all the powers that are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are our God, 
Glory to You. 
 
Apolytikion for the Forefathers – En pisti tous Propatoras (“In faith You justified the Forefathers”) 
By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of 
the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to 
You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 

Seasonal Kontakion – I Parthenos simeron ton proeonion Loghon (“On this day the Virgin 

Maid”) 

On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable 
manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the 
shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11 

 

 Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers. 
Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put 
to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them 
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the 
new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free 
man, but Christ is all, and in all. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κολοσσαεῖς 3:4-11 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   

 

 Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ Θεὸς τῶν Πατέρων ἡμῶν. 
Στίχ. Ὅτι δίκαιος εἶ ἐπὶ πᾶσιν, οἷς ἐποίησας ἡμῖν. 

 

Ἀδελφοί, ὅταν ὁ Χριστὸς φανερωθῇ, ἡ ζωὴ ἡμῶν, τότε καὶ ὑμεῖς σὺν αὐτῷ 
φανερωθήσεσθε ἐν δόξῃ. Νεκρώσατε οὖν τὰ μέλη ὑμῶν τὰ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, πορνείαν, 
ἀκαθαρσίαν, πάθος, ἐπιθυμίαν κακήν, καὶ τὴν πλεονεξίαν, ἥτις ἐστὶν εἰδωλολατρεία, διʼ ἃ 
ἔρχεται ἡ ὀργὴ τοῦ θεοῦ ἐπὶ τοὺς υἱοὺς τῆς ἀπειθείας· Ἐν οἷς καὶ ὑμεῖς περιεπατήσατέ 
ποτε, ὅτε ἐζῆτε ἐν αὐτοῖς. Νυνὶ δὲ ἀπόθεσθε καὶ ὑμεῖς τὰ πάντα, ὀργήν, θυμόν, κακίαν, 
βλασφημίαν, αἰσχρολογίαν ἐκ τοῦ στόματος ὑμῶν· μὴ ψεύδεσθε εἰς ἀλλήλους, 
ἀπεκδυσάμενοι τὸν παλαιὸν ἄνθρωπον σὺν ταῖς πράξεσιν αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν 
νέον, τὸν ἀνακαινούμενον εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν κατʼ εἰκόνα τοῦ κτίσαντος αὐτόν· ὅπου οὐκ ἔνι 
Ἕλλην καὶ Ἰουδαῖος, περιτομὴ καὶ ἀκροβυστία, βάρβαρος, Σκύθης, δοῦλος, ἐλεύθερος· 
ἀλλὰ τὰ πάντα καὶ ἐν πᾶσιν Χριστός. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Luke 14:16-24 
 

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all 
is now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought 
a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another 
said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported 
this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the 
servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room.' And the 
master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come 
in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste 
my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'" 

 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 14:16-24 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις ἐποίησε δεῖπνον μέγα καὶ ἐκάλεσε 
πολλούς· καὶ ἀπέστειλε τὸν δοῦλον αὐτοῦ τῇ ὥρᾳ τοῦ δείπνου εἰπεῖν τοῖς κεκλημένοις· 
ἔρχεσθε, ὅτι ἤδη ἕτοιμά ἐστι πάντα. καὶ ἤρξαντο ἀπὸ μιᾶς παραιτεῖσθαι πάντες. ὁ 
πρῶτος εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἀγρὸν ἠγόρασα, καὶ ἔχω ἀνάγκην ἐξελθεῖν καὶ ἰδεῖν αὐτόν· ἐρωτῶ 
σε, ἔχε με παρῃτημένον. καὶ ἕτερος εἶπε· ζεύγη βοῶν ἠγόρασα πέντε, καὶ πορεύομαι 
δοκιμάσαι αὐτά· ἐρωτῶ σε, ἔχε με παρῃτημένον. καὶ ἕτερος εἶπε· γυναῖκα ἔγημα, καὶ διὰ 
τοῦτο οὐ δύναμαι ἐλθεῖν. καὶ παραγενόμενος ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος ἀπήγγειλε τῷ κυρίῳ 
αὐτοῦ ταῦτα. τότε ὀργισθεὶς ὁ οἰκοδεσπότης εἶπε τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ· ἔξελθε ταχέως εἰς 
τὰς πλατείας καὶ ῥύμας τῆς πόλεως, καὶ τοὺς πτωχοὺς καὶ ἀναπήρους καὶ χωλοὺς καὶ 
τυφλοὺς εἰσάγαγε ὧδε. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ δοῦλος· κύριε, γέγονεν ὡς ἐπέταξας, καὶ ἔτι τόπος 
ἐστί. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ κύριος πρὸς τὸν δοῦλον· ἔξελθε εἰς τὰς ὁδοὺς καὶ φραγμοὺς καὶ 
ἀνάγκασον εἰσελθεῖν, ἵνα γεμισθῇ ὁ οἶκος μου. λέγω γὰρ ὑμῖν ὅτι οὐδεὶς τῶν ἀνδρῶν 
ἐκείνων τῶν κεκλημένων γεύσεταί μου τοῦ δείπνου. Πολλοί γὰρ εἰσιν κλητοί, ὀλίγοι δέ 
ἐκλεκτοί. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the 
donations are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by 
Philoptochos. 
 

Donations to the Philoptochos Poor Box during the month of December will 
benefit the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry in Collegeville 
(www.dailybreadcommunityfoodpantry.org) Their  mission is to eliminate hunger 
in the Perkiomen area by providing residents in need with programs that provide 
food, promote the value of nutrition, increase self-sufficiency, and instill hope. 
 

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

http://www.dailybreadcommunityfoodpantry.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, please 
see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several individuals or 
families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. 
Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's victory 
over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing in prayer during 
all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of repentance. As every Sunday 
is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to remain standing on Sundays during the 
invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, 
during weekday services throughout the year it is customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of 
kneeling on Sundays, please bow your heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is chanted for the souls of: 
 

 Anastasios Tzivekis (9 months), beloved husband of Sofia and father of Christodulos (Aglaia), 

and Pantelis (Donna); and papou to Anastasios, Elena, Paul, Christopher, and Michael. May his 

memory be eternal. 
 

 Beloved family members of the Tsipras & Tatsis families. May their memory be eternal.  
 

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Vasili & Sofia Tatsis for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 
2026 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2026 Church calendars are available for 
pickup in the Narthex of the church and in the Cultural Center on the table right outside of the Parish office. 
The calendars are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding 
family take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. The 
meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. There are 
several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the 
Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. The 
sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and 
paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to 
St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 

 

 

Spanakopita Take & Bake: We are selling frozen trays of spanakopites for your 
holiday entertaining! These are the large size (full tray) for $90. If you are interested, 
please see Sofia Tatsis or John Papadimitriou. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! Parish Council Elections are TODAY in the church 
hall during coffee hour. VOTING ENDS AT 1 PM 
 
We have an uncontested election; meaning, we have the same number of candidates for the same number 
of available positions. There are 6 incumbent candidates running for 6 positions, and the candidates are: 
Chris Altum, Lucy Pappas Kline, John Papadimitriou, John Pogas, David Poloway, and Nikolaos 
Tsouros 
 
The 2025 Election Guide is available at the Pangari. The Election Guide contains a brief profile for each 
candidate and is a great way to “put a face with a name” if you are not familiar with the candidates. 
 
All stewards in good standing are invited to vote. Under the rules of the Uniform Parish Regulations, only 
stewards in good standing can participate in voting. You must be Orthodox Christian and in financial good 
standing with the Parish. 
 
Stewardship: Please note that to vote in the Parish Council Elections, you must have returned a 2025 
Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. Stewardship Commitment Forms can be 
found at the Pangari or on the Parish website. In addition, by whatever method you pay, it is imperative that 
you indicate “Stewardship 2025” on the memo line so that your account is properly credited. Also, if you 
make cash donations, please be sure to include your name either on the outside of the envelope or on a slip 
of paper attached to the cash. Payments may also be made using PayPal, Venmo 
(www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch), or Zelle (through your banking app). Should you have any questions, 
please call the Parish office, or see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson. 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of November 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $238,775.46. Thank you 
to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce the mortgage 
to $0 in the near future. 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in your 
pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If you have 
misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for your ongoing support 
of our parish!   
 
 
 
Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming 
a PanHellenic Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know 
qualify to be a PanHellenic Scholar? The 2025/2026 application is now open and 
accepting applications! The application deadline is 1/31/2026.   
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-Scholarship-Foundation  

http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-Scholarship-Foundation


 
 

 

  

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


