
 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 
Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 

900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 
 
 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 
Proistamenos 

 
 

November 30, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 
 

Today is a Fast Day (Fish Allowed) | Fish, oil and wine are 
allowed. Refrain from meat, dairy and eggs. 

 
 
 

Andrew the First- Called Apostle  
Froumentios, Archbishop of Abyssina 

Alexander the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Mithymna 
 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 
PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ex Ipsus Katilthes (“From On High You Descended”) 
From on high you descended, O merciful Lord. You accepted the cross and three days in the tomb 
to free us from the bondage of sin, O our life and resurrection. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Apolytikion for the Apostle – Os ton Apostolou Protoklitos (“The first-called of the Apostles”) 
As first called of the Apostles and brother of Peter the Preeminent, O Andrew, intercede with the 
Master of all to grant peace to the whole world, and great mercy to our souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion – I Parthenos simeron ton proeonion Loghon (“On this day the Virgin 
Maid”) 
On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable 
manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the 
shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 4:9-16  
 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. 
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God. 

 
Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; because 
we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's 
sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but 
we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and 
homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when 
persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, 
as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things. I do not write this to make you 
ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless 
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 4:9-16 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   

 
Εἰς πᾶσαν τὴν γῆν ἐξῆλθεν ὁ φθόγγος αὐτῶν. 

Στίχ. Οἱ οὐρανοὶ διηγοῦνται δόξαν Θεοῦ. 
 
Ἀδελφοί, ὁ θεὸς ἡμᾶς τοὺς ἀποστόλους ἐσχάτους ἀπέδειξεν ὡς ἐπιθανατίους· ὅτι 
θέατρον ἐγενήθημεν τῷ κόσμῳ, καὶ ἀγγέλοις, καὶ ἀνθρώποις. Ἡμεῖς μωροὶ διὰ Χριστόν, 
ὑμεῖς δὲ φρόνιμοι ἐν Χριστῷ· ἡμεῖς ἀσθενεῖς, ὑμεῖς δὲ ἰσχυροί· ὑμεῖς ἔνδοξοι, ἡμεῖς δὲ 
ἄτιμοι. Ἄχρι τῆς ἄρτι ὥρας καὶ πεινῶμεν, καὶ διψῶμεν, καὶ γυμνητεύομεν, καὶ 
κολαφιζόμεθα, καὶ ἀστατοῦμεν, καὶ κοπιῶμεν ἐργαζόμενοι ταῖς ἰδίαις χερσίν· 
λοιδορούμενοι εὐλογοῦμεν· διωκόμενοι ἀνεχόμεθα· βλασφημούμενοι παρακαλοῦμεν· ὡς 
περικαθάρματα τοῦ κόσμου ἐγενήθημεν, πάντων περίψημα ἕως ἄρτι. Οὐκ ἐντρέπων ὑμᾶς 
γράφω ταῦτα, ἀλλʼ ὡς τέκνα μου ἀγαπητὰ νουθετῶ. Ἐὰν γὰρ μυρίους παιδαγωγοὺς ἔχητε 
ἐν Χριστῷ, ἀλλʼ οὐ πολλοὺς πατέρας· ἐν γὰρ Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ διὰ τοῦ εὐαγγελίου ἐγὼ 
ὑμᾶς ἐγέννησα. Παρακαλῶ οὖν ὑμᾶς, μιμηταί μου γίνεσθε. 

 
 



 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to John 1:35-51 

 
At that time, John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, "Behold, 
the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them 
following, and said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "Where 
are you staying?" He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed 
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" 
(which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? 
You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter). 
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have found him of 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael said to 
him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
to him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! " Nathanael said to him, "How do you 
know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." Nathanael 
answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said 
to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these." And he said to him, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man." 

 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Ἰωάννην 1:35-52  Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, εἱστήκει ὁ ᾽Ιωάννης καὶ ἐκ τῶν μαθητῶν αὐτοῦ δύο, καὶ ἐμβλέψας τῷ ᾽Ιησοῦ περιπατοῦντι 
λέγει, ῎Ιδε ὁ ἀμνὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ. Καὶ ἤκουσαν οἱ δύο μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λαλοῦντος καὶ ἠκολούθησαν τῷ ᾽Ιησοῦ. 
Στραφεὶς δὲ ὁ ̓ Ιησοῦς καὶ θεασάμενος αὐτοὺς ἀκολουθοῦντας λέγει αὐτοῖς, Τί ζητεῖτε; οἱ δὲ εἶπαν αὐτῷ, ̔ Ραββί 
(ὃ λέγεται μεθερμηνευόμενον Διδάσκαλε), ποῦ μένεις; λέγει αὐτοῖς, ῎Ερχεσθε καὶ ὄψεσθε. ἦλθαν οὖν καὶ εἶδαν 
ποῦ μένει, καὶ παρ᾽ αὐτῷ ἔμειναν τὴν ἡμέραν ἐκείνην· ὥρα ἦν ὡς δεκάτη. Ἦν ᾽Ανδρέας ὁ ἀδελφὸς Σίμωνος 
Πέτρου εἷς ἐκ τῶν δύο τῶν ἀκουσάντων παρὰ ᾽Ιωάννου καὶ ἀκολουθησάντων αὐτῷ·εὑρίσκει οὗτος πρῶτον 
τὸν ἀδελφὸν τὸν ἴδιον Σίμωνα καὶ λέγει αὐτῷ, Εὑρήκαμεν τὸν Μεσσίαν [ὅ ἐστιν μεθερμηνευόμενον Χριστός]· 
ἤγαγεν αὐτὸν πρὸς τὸν ᾽Ιησοῦν. ἐμβλέψας αὐτῷ ὁ ᾽Ιησοῦς εἶπεν, Σὺ εἶ Σίμων ὁ υἱὸς ᾽Ιωάννου· σὺ κληθήσῃ 
Κηφᾶς [ὃ ἑρμηνεύεται Πέτρος]. Τῇ ἐπαύριον ἠθέλησεν ἐξελθεῖν εἰς τὴν Γαλιλαίαν, καὶ εὑρίσκει Φίλιππον. καὶ 
λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ ̓ Ιησοῦς, ̓ Ακολούθει μοι. Ἦν δὲ ὁ Φίλιππος ἀπὸ Βηθσαϊδά, ἐκ τῆς πόλεως ̓ Ανδρέου καὶ Πέτρου. 
Εὑρίσκει Φίλιππος τὸν Ναθαναὴλ καὶ λέγει αὐτῷ, ὃν ἔγραψεν Μωϋσῆς ἐν τῷ νόμῳ καὶ οἱ προφῆται 
εὑρήκαμεν, ᾽Ιησοῦν υἱὸν τοῦ ᾽Ιωσὴφ τὸν ἀπὸ Ναζαρέτ. Καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ Ναθαναήλ, ᾽Εκ Ναζαρὲτ δύναταί τι 
ἀγαθὸν εἶναι; λέγει αὐτῷ Φίλιππος, ῎Ερχου καὶ ἴδε. Εἶδεν ὁ ᾽Ιησοῦς τὸν Ναθαναὴλ ἐρχόμενον πρὸς αὐτὸν καὶ 
λέγει περὶ αὐτοῦ, ῎Ιδε ἀληθῶς ᾽Ισραηλίτης ἐν ᾧ δόλος οὐκ ἔστιν. Λέγει αὐτῷ Ναθαναήλ, Πόθεν με γινώσκεις; 
ἀπεκρίθη ᾽Ιησοῦς καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ, Πρὸ τοῦ σε Φίλιππον φωνῆσαι ὄντα ὑπὸ τὴν συκῆν εἶδόν σε. Ἀπεκρίθη 
αὐτῷ Ναθαναήλ, ῾Ραββί, σὺ εἶ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ, σὺ βασιλεὺς εἶ τοῦ ᾽Ισραήλ. Ἀπεκρίθη ᾽Ιησοῦς καὶ εἶπεν 
αὐτῷ, Ὅτι εἶπόν σοι ὅτι εἶδόν σε ὑποκάτω τῆς συκῆς πιστεύεις; μείζω τούτων ὄψῃ. Καὶ λέγει αὐτῷ, ᾽Αμὴν 
ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν, ὄψεσθε τὸν οὐρανὸν ἀνεῳγότα καὶ τοὺς ἀγγέλους τοῦ Θεοῦ ἀναβαίνοντας καὶ καταβαίνοντας 
ἐπὶ τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the 
donations are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by 
Philoptochos. 
 
Donations to the Philoptochos Poor Box during the month of November will 
benefit Manna on Main Street (www.mannaonmain.org). Manna on Main Street 
is committed to end hunger in the North Penn region by providing food, fulfilling 
social service and education needs, and conducting community outreach. 
Through a food pantry and soup kitchen, emergency financial aid, counseling 
and referrals, and education opportunities, they serve those in need with the 
hope “that everyone might be fed.”  
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

http://www.mannaonmain.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
 
Reminder:  There will be no Adult Greek school or Sunday school classes today. 
 

 
Winter Coat Drive – Today is the last day to drop off coats for the Adult Winter 
Coat Drive. If you have brought a coat(s) for donation, please drop them in the bin 
that is in the Cultural Center lobby (near the ATM). 
 

 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. 
There are several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, 
please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the 
coffee/refreshments table. The sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will 
supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask 
that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. 
Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship: Each year, St. Sophia is 
pleased to offer the Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship. Last year’s 
recipient was John Cox. Thanks to this generous sponsorship, we offer 
a $4,000 scholarship to eligible college or university students. For 
questions, and to apply, please contact the Parish office at 
office@saintsophiachurch.org. The deadline for submissions is 
December 1, 2025. 
 
Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming a 
PanHellenic Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know qualify to be a 
PanHellenic Scholar? The 2025/2026 application is now open and accepting applications! 
Application deadline 1/31/2026.  https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-
Scholarship-Foundation  

 
 

mailto:office@saintsophiachurch.org
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-Scholarship-Foundation
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-Scholarship-Foundation


 

 

 

 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of November 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $252,493.26. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in 
your pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If 
you have misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of our parish!   
 
Parish Council Elections: This year’s Parish Council Elections will take place on Sunday, 
December 14th.  We have an uncontested election; meaning, we have the same number of 
candidates for the same number of available positions. There are 6 incumbent candidates running 
for 6 positions. The candidates are Chris Altum, Lucy Pappas Kline, John Papadimitriou, John Pogas, 
David Poloway, and Nik Tsouros.       
 
Voting in the Elections: Please note that to vote in the Parish Council Elections, you must have 
returned a 2025 Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. Stewardship 
Commitment Forms can be found at the Pangari or on the table outside of the Parish office. In 
addition, when paying by check, it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2025” on the memo 
line so that your account is properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to 
include your name either on the outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash. 
Should you have any questions, please see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson, or contact the 
Parish office. 
 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf
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Nevertheless, we still tend to have some strong personal opinions from time to 

time that can elicit equally firm responses in return or even bitter divisions among us. 
Against our own better judgment, we might employ incendiary language to describe an 
opposing viewpoint, and thus a feeling of degradation begins to seep ever so slowly and 
deeply into our societal norms. But in remembering the words of Lincoln, which remind 
us to turn to the Lord and seek His ways, we have the possibility to experience “the full 
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and union.” And this is because acting with 
generosity and gratitude softens even the hardest of hearts, and reminds us that we are 
so much more than our differing opinions or opposing points of view. We are all fellow 
American compatriots and beloved brothers and sisters — created in the image and 
likeness of God, and made for communion with one another. 
 

Therefore, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us tend to the wounds of our Homeland, 
of our neighbors, and of our own selves, with gratitude and compassion, lovingly binding 
up one another with the “oil and wine” the Samaritan offered (Luke 10:34), so that we 
may be a united American People that is blessed to know jubilation in the midst of the 
world (Psalm 88:15 LXX). Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
 

In the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 



 
ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 548/2025  
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος  

γιὰ τὴν Ἡµέρα τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν. 
27 Νοεµβρίου 2025 
 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 
Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 
Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 
τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 

«…παρακαλοῦµε θερµῶς γιὰ τὴν παρέµβαση τῆς χειρὸς τοῦ Παντοδυνάµου, ὥστε νὰ 
θεραπεύσει τὶς πληγὲς τοῦ ἔθνους καὶ νὰ ἐπαναφέρει πλήρως τὴν εἰρήνη, τὴν 

ὁµόνοια, τὴ γαλήνη καὶ τὴν ἑνότητα» (Ἀβραὰµ Λίνκολν, Διακήρυξη γιὰ τὴν Ἡµέρα 
τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν, 3 Ὀκτωβρίου 1863). 

 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 
 

Ἡ Διακήρυξη τῆς Ἡµέρας τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν ἀπὸ τὸν Πρόεδρο Λίνκολν 
ἐκφωνήθηκε κατὰ τὴ διάρκεια τοῦ Ἐµφυλίου Πολέµου ποὺ σχεδὸν εἶχε διαλύσει τὴν 
πατρίδα µας. Ἦταν µία ἐποχὴ µεγάλων θυσιῶν καὶ δυσβάστακτων ἀπωλειῶν, 
καθὼς τὰ συνολικὰ θύµατα, νεκροὶ καὶ τραυµατίες, ἴσως νὰ προσέγγιζαν τὸ ἑνάµισυ 
ἑκατοµµύρια Ἀµερικανούς, ἀριθµὸς ἀδιανόητος ἀκόµη καὶ γιὰ τὴν ἐποχή µας. Καὶ 
ὅµως, ἐν µέσῳ τῆς φρίκης τοῦ πολέµου, ὁ Πρόεδρος Λίνκολν κάλεσε ὅλους τοὺς 
πολίτες νὰ στραφοῦν πρὸς τὸ Θεό, γιὰ νὰ «θεραπεύσει τὶς πληγὲς τοῦ ἔθνους». 
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Αὐτὴ τὴν Ἡµέρα τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν, τὴν ἐθνικὴ ἑορτὴ ποὺ µᾶς προσκαλεῖ νὰ 
βρεθοῦµε µὲ τὴν οἰκογένεια, τοὺς φίλους καὶ τοὺς ἀγαπηµένους µας γιὰ νὰ 
γευθοῦµε τὶς ἄφθονες εὐλογίες τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἐκφράζοντας τὴν εὐγνωµοσύνη µας πρὸς 
τὸ Δηµιουργό, οἱ λόγοι τοῦ Προέδρου Λίνκολν ἴσως ἔχουν ἰδιαίτερη σηµασία γιὰ 
ὅλους τοὺς Ἀµερικανούς. Ἡ πατρίδα µας ἴσως νὰ εἶναι διχασµένη σὲ πολλοὺς τοµεῖς, 
ἀλλὰ µὲ κανένα τρόπο δὲν βρίσκεται σὲ ἐµφύλιο πόλεµο. Καὶ µολονότι ὑπάρχουν 
κάποιες σπάνιες φωνὲς ποὺ ἐπιδιώκουν νὰ ἐνθαρρύνουν τὴ βία, οἱ Ἀµερικανοὶ 
εἴµαστε ἕνα ἔθνος ποὺ ἀγαπάει τὴν εἰρήνη καὶ τὴν εὐηµερία, γνωρίζοντας ὅτι ὁ ἕνας 
πάντοτε ἐξαρτᾶται ἀπὸ τὸν ἄλλον. 

Ὅµως, ἐξακολουθοῦµε νὰ ἔχουµε διαφορετικὲς προσωπικὲς ἀπόψεις ποὺ 
ἐνίοτε προκαλοῦν ἰσχυρὲς ἀντιπαραθέσεις καὶ ἴσως διχασµούς. Παρὰ τὴν καλή µας 
θέληση, ἴσως κάποιες φορὲς χρησιµοποιοῦµε δηκτικὴ γλῶσσα γιὰ νὰ στηλιτεύσουµε 
µία ἀντίθετη γνώµη, ἔχοντας ὡς ἀποτέλεσµα τὴν ἐµφάνιση κρίσης ἐµπιστοσύνης 
µεταξὺ τῶν συµπολιτῶν µας. Ὅµως, ἐνθυµούµενοι τοὺς λόγους τοῦ Προέδρου 
Λίνκολν, ποὺ µᾶς παραπέµπουν στὸ νὰ στραφοῦµε πρὸς τὸν Κύριο ἀναζητώντας 
ὁδοὺς σωτηρίας, ἔχουµε τὴν δυνατότητα νὰ γευθοῦµε «πλήρως τὴν εἰρήνη, τὴν 
ὁµόνοια, τὴ γαλήνη καὶ τὴν ἑνότητα». Διότι ὅταν συµπεριφερόµαστε µὲ 
γενναιοδωρία καὶ εὐγνωµοσύνη, ἀκόµη καὶ ἡ σκληρότερη καρδιὰ µαλακώνει, καὶ 
τότε ἀντιλαµβανόµαστε ὅτι εἴµαστε κάτι πολὺ σηµαντικό, παρὰ τὶς διαφορὲς µας καὶ 
τὶς διαφορετικὲς ἀπόψεις. Εἴµαστε πατριῶτες ἀµερικανοὶ καὶ ἀγαπηµένα ἀδέλφια, 
πλασµένοι «κατ᾽ εἰκόνα καὶ καθ᾽ ὁµοίωσιν Θεοῦ» καὶ προορισµένοι γιὰ κοινωνία 
µετ᾽ ἀλλήλων. 

Γιὰ αὐτὸ αὐτὴ τὴν Ἡµέρα τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν, ἂς φροντίσουµε νὰ ἐπουλώσουµε 
τὰ τραύµατα τῆς πατρίδος µας, τῶν συνανθρώπων µας, ἀλλὰ καὶ τοῦ ἑαυτοῦ µας, µὲ 
εὐγνωµοσύνη καὶ συµπάθεια. Ἂς περιθάλψουµε ὁ ἕνας τὸν ἄλλον µὲ «ἔλαιον καὶ 
οἶνον» ὅπως ἔκανε καὶ ὁ καλὸς Σαµαρείτης τῆς παραβολῆς (Λουκ. 10, 34), ὥστε νὰ 
εἴµαστε ὅλοι οἱ ἀµερικανοὶ ἑνωµένοι, διότι «µακάριος ὁ λαὸς ὁ γινώσκων ἀλαλαγµόν 
· Κύριε, ἐν τῷ φωτὶ τοῦ προσώπου σου πορεύσονται» (Ψαλµ. 88,15). 

Ἂς ἔχουµε µία εὐλογηµένη Ἡµέρα τῶν Εὐχαριστιῶν! 
Μετὰ τῆς ἐν Κυρίῳ καὶ σωτῆρι ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστῷ ἀγάπης, 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος, 


