
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 

Proistamenos 
 

 

 

November 16, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 

 

 

Today is a Fast Day (Fish Allowed) | Fish, oil and wine are 

allowed. Refrain from meat, dairy and eggs. 
 

 

 

Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist 
 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Angelike Dhinamis (“Angelic Powers”) 
Angelic Powers were in Your Sepulchre and those who guarded You became as men long dead. 
And standing there was Mary by Your Tomb seeking Your pure and sacred Body, O You despoiled 
Hades yet tempted not by him were Y ou. You did meet the Virgin O Life Bestower, O You Who 
rose from the dead, Glory to You O Lord. 
 
Festal Apolytikion – Apostole Matthe-e (“Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew”) 
O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, make intercession to our merciful God, that He grant our 
souls forgiveness of offenses. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί ̀Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion – O katharotatos Naos (“The Savior's most pure and immaculate 
temple”) 
The Savior's most pure and immaculate temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is 
the sacred treasure of the glory of God, on this day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and with 
herself she brings the grace in the divine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly 
tabernacle is she. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 10:11-21; 11:1-2 

 
  Their voice has gone out into all the earth. 

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God. 
 
Brethren, the scripture says, "No one who believes in God will be put to shame." For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him. For, 
"every one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved." But how are men to call upon him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without a preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach good news!" But they have not all obeyed the gospel; for Isaiah says, "Lord, 
who has believed what he has heard from us?" So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes 
by the preaching of Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for "Their voice has gone out to 
all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses 
says, "I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry." Then 
Isaiah is so bold as to say, "I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those 
who did not ask for me." But of Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and 
contrary people." I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. 
 

νάγνωσις πιστολ ς 
Πρ ς Ρωμαίους 10:11-21, 11:1-2 τ  νάγνωσμα   

 

Ⱥᾡɠ ‬́ůŬɜ Űῢɜ ɔ⁫ɜ ᾅɝ⁫ɚɗŮɜ ᾲ űɗɧɔɔɞɠ ŬιŰ₯ɜ. 
ɆŰɑɢ. Ƀᾢ ɞιɟŬɜɞῤ ŭɘɖɔɞ₢ɜŰŬɘ ŭɧɝŬɜ ŪŮɞ₢.  

 
δελφοί, λέγει γ ρ  γραφή, Π ς  πιστεύων πᾷ α τ  ο  καταισχυνθήσεται. Ο  γάρ στιν διαστολ  

ουδαίου τε κα  λληνος·  γ ρ α τ ς κύριος πάντων, πλουτ ν ε ς πάντας το ς πικαλουμένους α τόν. 
Π ς γ ρ ς ν πικαλέσηται τ  νομα κυρίου σωθήσεται. Π ς ο ν πικαλέσονται ε ς ν ο κ πίστευσαν; 
Π ς δ  πιστεύσουσιν ο  ο κ κουσαν; Π ς δ  κούσουσιν χωρ ς κηρύσσοντος; Π ς δ  κηρύξουσιν ν 
μ  ποσταλ σιν; Καθ ς γέγραπται, ς ρα οι ο  πόδες τ ν ε αγγελιζομένων ε ρήνην, τ ν 
ε αγγελιζομένων τ  γαθά. λλᾷ ο  πάντες πήκουσαν τ  ε αγγελί . σαΐας γ ρ λέγει, Κύριε, τίς 
πίστευσεν τ  κο  μ ν; ρα  πίστις ξ κο ς,  δ  κο  δι  ήματος θεο . λλ  λέγω, μ  ο κ 
κουσαν; Μενο νγε· Ε ς π σαν τ ν γ ν ξ λθεν  φθόγγος α τ ν, κα  ε ς τ  πέρατα τ ς ο κουμένης τ  
ήματα α τ ν. λλ  λέγω, μ  ο κ γνω σραήλ; Πρ τος Μωϋσ ς λέγει, γ  παραζηλώσω μ ς πᾷ 

ο κ θνει, π  θνει συνέτ  παροργι  μ ς. σαΐας δ  ποτολμ  κα  λέγει, Ε ρέθην το ς μ  μ  
ζητο σιν, μφαν ς γενόμην το ς μ  μ  περωτ σιν. Πρ ς δ  τ ν σρα λ λέγει, λην τ ν μέραν 
ξεπέτασα τ ς χε ράς μου πρ ς λα ν πειθο ντα κα  ντιλέγοντα. Λέγω ο ν, μ  πώσατο  θε ς τ ν 

λα ν α το ; Μ  γένοιτο. Κα  γ ρ γ  σραηλίτης ε μί, κ σπέρματος βραάμ, φυλ ς Βενϊαμίν. Ο κ 
πώσατο  θε ς τ ν λα ν α το  ν προέγνω. 



 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Matthew 9:9-13 

 
At that time, as Jesus passed on, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and 
he said to him, "Follow me." And he rose and followed him. 
 
And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat 
down with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" But when he heard 
it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and 
learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
κ το  Κατ  Ματθα ον 9:9-13 Ε αγγελίου τ  νάγνωσμα 

 
Τ  καιρ  κείν , παρ γων  Ιησο ς κε θεν ε δεν νθρωπον καθ μενον π  τ  
τελ νιον, Ματθα ον λεγ μενον, κα  λ γει α τ · κολο θει μοι. κα  ναστ ς κολο θησεν 
α τ . Κα  γ νετο α το  νακειμ νου ν τ  ο κ , κα  δο  πολλο  τελ ναι κα  μαρτωλο  
λθ ντες συναν κειντο τ  Ιησο  κα  το ς μαθητα ς α το . κα  δ ντες ο  Φαρισα οι ε πον 

το ς μαθητα ς α το · διατ  μετ  τ ν τελων ν κα  μαρτωλ ν σθ ει  διδ σκαλος μ ν; 
 δ  Ιησο ς κο σας ε πεν α το ς· ο  χρε αν χουσιν ο  σχ οντες ατρο , λλ  ο  κακ ς 
χοντες. πορευθ ντες δ  μ θετε τ  στιν λεον θ λω κα  ο  θυσ αν. ο  γ ρ λθον καλ σαι 

δικα ους, λλ  μαρτωλο ς ε ς μετ νοιαν. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship: Each year, St. Sophia is pleased to offer the Peter & Alice 
Zavitsanos Scholarship. Last year’s recipient was John Cox. Thanks to this generous sponsorship, 
we offer a $4,000 scholarship to eligible college or university students. For questions, and to apply, 
please contact the Parish office at office@saintsophiachurch.org. The deadline for submissions is 
December 1, 2025. 
 
Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming a 

PanHellenic Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know qualify to be a 

PanHellenic Scholar? The 2025/2026 application is now open and accepting applications! 

Application deadline 1/31/2026.  https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/105586-Pan-Hellenic-

Scholarship-Foundation  
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November Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the 
donations are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by 
Philoptochos. 
 

Donations to the Philoptochos Poor Box during the month of November will 
benefit Manna on Main Street (www.mannaonmain.org). Manna on Main Street 
is committed to end hunger in the North Penn region by providing food, fulfilling 
social service and education needs, and conducting community outreach. 
Through a food pantry and soup kitchen, emergency financial aid, counseling 
and referrals, and education opportunities, they serve those in need with the 
hope “that everyone might be fed.”  
 

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

http://www.mannaonmain.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 

Memorial: On behalf of Eleftheria VFW Post 6633, today’s memorial is chanted for the souls of those 
Greek-American veterans who died in the service to their country. May their memory be eternal. 
 

Artoklasia: Today’s Artoklasia is being offered to honor and thank all living veterans who served 
honorably in the military – in wartime or peacetime. 
 

Special Offering Tray: At the request of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, we 
are passing a special tray today for the strengthening of the Metropolis’ works and ministries. 
 

Coffee Hour: Thank you for Eleftheria VFW Post 6633 for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 

Presentation of Veterans Plaque in the Cultural Center: Following Divine Liturgy, George J. 
Roebas and George Reganis will present our community with a plaque listing the names of the 
Greek-American men and women from the Greater Philadelphia area who served this country during 
WWI, WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam, Gulf War I, Gulf War II, and the Global War on Terrorism. 
Some of these members are and were members of St. Sophia. The plaque also lists the names of 
many who died in the service to their country. 
 

Community Christmas Card/Poinsettias: If you would like to be included in this year’s 
Christmas card and/or if you would like to donate a poinsettia, please complete the 
attached form, and mail or bring it with payment to the Parish office. PLEASE DO NOT 
CUT THE FORM IN HALF. Forms must be returned to the office (with payment) by 
Sunday, November 23rd. The form can also be downloaded from our website – just click 
on the following link: Christmas Card/Poinsettia. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Craft Show: A huge thank you to everyone who dedicated their time and effort to the success of last 
weekend's Craft Show & Food Festival! Your hard work, both during the event and in the weeks 
leading up to it, is truly appreciated and was instrumental in making it a tremendous success. 
 
Fall General Assembly TODAY: The Fall General Assembly meeting will take place today 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. At the meeting we will review the current and future 
business of our parish, including review of the budget and nominations for six candidates to serve 
on Parish Council for two-year terms beginning in January 2026. Elections for Parish Council will be 
held on Sunday, December 14, 2025, following Divine Liturgy.  
 

*Please note that to vote in both the General Assembly and Parish Council Elections, you must have 
returned a 2025 Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. If you have not 
yet done so, please complete a 2025 Stewardship Commitment Form. Pledge forms can be found 
at the Pangari and on our website. If you have any questions, contact the Parish office at 610-650-
8960 or Tom Cox at 215-859-1009. 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in 
your pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If 
you have misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of our parish!   
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of November 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $252,493.26. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. 
There are several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, 
please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the 
coffee/refreshments table. The sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will 
supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask 
that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. 
Thank you! 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
  



 

  



 

 
 




