
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

Rev. Fr.  Symeon Williams 

Proistamenos 
 

September 28, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

 
Today is Fast Free 

 

1st Sunday of Luke  
Chariton the Confessor  

Our Righteous Father Alkeisonus, Metropolitan of Nicopolis; Old Epirus 

Baruch the Prophet 

Neophytos & Auxentios the Martyrs of Cyprus 

Wenceslaus the Martyr, Prince of the Czechs 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion -- Katelisas to Stavro (“By Thy Cross Destroyed”) 
O Death didst Thou destroy by Thy Cross. Thou opened Paradise to the Thief and the laments of 
the myrrhbearers didst Thou change and to Thine own Apostles command them to announce that 
Thou had risen O Christ our  God, Who gives to the World Thy Great Mercy. 
 
Festal Apolytikion – Tes ton dhakrion sou roes (“With the river of your tears”) 
With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert bloom; and with your sighs from deep within, 
you made your labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star, illuminating the world 
by your miracles, O Chariton our devout father. Intercede with Christ our God, for the salvation of 
our souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion – Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”) 
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are 
sinners, do not ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to 
you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for 
you always protect those who honor you. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10 
 

 The Lord will give strength to his people. 
Verse: Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory.  

 

Brethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. 
For he says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of 
salvation." Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put 
no obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants 
of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, 
knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor 
and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 
as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 

 
Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 

Πρὸς  Κορινθίους β' 6:1-10 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   
 

 Κύριος ἰσχὺν τῷ λαῷ αὐτοῦ δώσει. 
Στίχ. Ἐνέγκατε τῷ Κυρίῳ υἱοὶ Θεοῦ, ἐνέγκατε τῷ Κυρίῳ δόξαν καὶ τιμήν. 

 
Ἀδελφοί, συνεργοῦντες δὲ καὶ παρακαλοῦμεν μὴ εἰς κενὸν τὴν χάριν τοῦ θεοῦ δέξασθαι ὑμᾶς - 
λέγει γάρ, Καιρῷ δεκτῷ ἐπήκουσά σου, καὶ ἐν ἡμέρᾳ σωτηρίας ἐβοήθησά σοι· ἰδού, νῦν καιρὸς 
εὐπρόσδεκτος, ἰδού, νῦν ἡμέρα σωτηρίας - μηδεμίαν ἐν μηδενὶ διδόντες προσκοπήν, ἵνα μὴ 
μωμηθῇ ἡ διακονία· ἀλλʼ ἐν παντὶ συνιστῶντες ἑαυτοὺς ὡς θεοῦ διάκονοι, ἐν ὑπομονῇ πολλῇ, 
ἐν θλίψεσιν, ἐν ἀνάγκαις, ἐν στενοχωρίαις, ἐν πληγαῖς, ἐν φυλακαῖς, ἐν ἀκαταστασίαις, ἐν κόποις, 
ἐν ἀγρυπνίαις, ἐν νηστείαις, ἐν ἁγνότητι, ἐν γνώσει, ἐν μακροθυμίᾳ, ἐν χρηστότητι, ἐν πνεύματι 
ἁγίῳ, ἐν ἀγάπῃ ἀνυποκρίτῳ, ἐν λόγῳ ἀληθείας, ἐν δυνάμει θεοῦ, διὰ τῶν ὅπλων τῆς 
δικαιοσύνης τῶν δεξιῶν καὶ ἀριστερῶν, διὰ δόξης καὶ ἀτιμίας, διὰ δυσφημίας καὶ εὐφημίας· ὡς 
πλάνοι καὶ ἀληθεῖς· ὡς ἀγνοούμενοι, καὶ ἐπιγινωσκόμενοι· ὡς ἀποθνῄσκοντες, καὶ ἰδού, ζῶμεν· 
ὡς παιδευόμενοι, καὶ μὴ θανατούμενοι· ὡς λυπούμενοι, ἀεὶ δὲ χαίροντες· ὡς πτωχοί, πολλοὺς δὲ 
πλουτίζοντες· ὡς μηδὲν ἔχοντες, καὶ πάντα κατέχοντες. 



 

 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 5:1-11 

 
At that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by the lake; but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which 
was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people 
from the boat. And when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch." And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But 
at your word I will let down the nets." And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of 
fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 
For he was astonished, and all who were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to 
Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men." And when they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 5:1-11 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἑστὼς ὁ Ἰησοῦς παρὰ τὴν λίμνην Γεννησαρέτ, καὶ εἶδε δύο πλοῖα ἑστῶτα 
παρὰ τὴν λίμνην· οἱ δὲ ἁλιεῖς ἀποβάντες ἀπ᾿ αὐτῶν ἀπέπλυναν τὰ δίκτυα. ἐμβὰς δὲ εἰς ἓν τῶν 
πλοίων, ὃ ἦν τοῦ Σίμωνος, ἠρώτησεν αὐτὸν ἀπὸ τῆς γῆς ἐπαναγαγεῖν ὀλίγον· καὶ καθίσας 
ἐδίδασκεν ἐκ τοῦ πλοίου τοὺς ὄχλους. ὡς δὲ ἐπαύσατο λαλῶν, εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Σίμωνα· 
ἐπανάγαγε εἰς τὸ βάθος καὶ χαλάσατε τὰ δίκτυα ὑμῶν εἰς ἄγραν. καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ Σίμων εἶπεν 
αὐτῷ· ἐπιστάτα, δι᾿ ὅλης τῆς νυκτὸς κοπιάσαντες οὐδὲν ἐλάβομεν· ἐπὶ δὲ τῷ ῥήματί σου 
χαλάσω τὸ δίκτυον. καὶ τοῦτο ποιήσαντες συνέκλεισαν πλῆθος ἰχθύων πολύ· διερρήγνυτο δὲ τὸ 
δίκτυον αὐτῶν. καὶ κατένευσαν τοῖς μετόχοις τοῖς ἐν τῷ ἑτέρῳ πλοίῳ τοῦ ἐλθόντας συλλαβέσθαι 
αὐτοῖς· καὶ ἦλθον καὶ ἔπλησαν ἀμφότερα τὰ πλοῖα, ὥστε βυθίζεσθαι αὐτά. ἰδὼν δὲ Σίμων Πέτρος 
προσέπεσε τοῖς γόνασιν ᾿Ιησοῦ λέγων· ἔξελθε ἀπ᾿ ἐμοῦ, ὅτι ἀνὴρ ἁμαρτωλός εἰμι, Κύριε· 
θάμβος γὰρ περιέσχεν αὐτὸν καὶ πάντας τοὺς σὺν αὐτῷ ἐπὶ τῇ ἄγρᾳ τῶν ἰχθύων ᾗ συνέλαβον, 
ὁμοίως δὲ καὶ ̓ Ιάκωβον καὶ ̓ Ιωάννην, υἱοὺς Ζεβεδαίου, οἳ ἦσαν κοινωνοὶ τῷ Σίμωνι. καὶ εἶπε πρὸς 
τὸν Σίμωνα ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· μὴ φοβοῦ· ἀπὸ τοῦ νῦν ἀνθρώπους ἔσῃ ζωγρῶν. καὶ καταγαγόντες τὰ 
πλοῖα ἐπὶ τὴν γῆν, ἀφέντες ἅπαντα ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are 
designated to a specific charitable organization selected by Philoptochos. 

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for September will benefit  the Norristown 
Hospitality Center, a faith-based nonprofit which provides daily shelter, food, shower, 
phone, fax, mail, and access to social workers for those in need.  You can find additional 
information on this worthwhile organization at http://www.hospitalitycenter.org.  

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to 
St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line.  Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 

http://www.hospitalitycenter.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is chanted for the soul of Athanasia Koletas (3 years), beloved mother 
of Leo (Bonnie) Koletas. May her memory be eternal. 
 
Coffee Hour: Today’s coffee hour is offered by Leo and Bonnie Koletas in memory of Athanasia 
Koletas. 
 
AHEPA Meeting Today: There will be an AHEPA meeting today after Divine Liturgy. 
 
Free Books! A selection of children’s books, collected over time and no longer in use, will be 
available at the back of the hall this Sunday. We invite you to explore the collection and take home 
any books that interest you. 
 
Lost & Found: Several lost items, such as clothing, umbrellas, and glasses, are now at the Lost & 
Found Table in the Cultural Center lobby. Stop by if you are missing something. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in 
your pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If 
you have misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of our parish!   
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of September 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $263,150.82. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
 
Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is still open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries. 
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool. 
If you haven’t yet done so, please sign up your child(ren) today!  
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. There are 
several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign 
up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the 
coffee/refreshments table. The sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will 
supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask 
that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. 
Thank you! 
 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Aug 2025 Aug 2024 Aug 2023

*Regular Operating Income $355,753 $311,259 $292,381

**Regular Operating Expenses $286,980 $338,806 $298,889

Net Regular Operating Income or (Loss) $68,773 ($27,548) ($6,508)

*Non-Operating Income $129,062 $224,779 $569,774

**Non-Operating Expenses $25,817 $120,183 $337,036

Non-Operating Net Income or Loss $103,245 $104,597 $232,739

Stewardship Income $207,650 $208,281 $191,858

% of Regular Operating Expenses Covered by Stewardship 72% 61% 64%

Number of Stewarding Families 202 184 182

Median Stewardship Pledge $600 $750 $720

Total Expenses Invested in parish chosen charities and ministries $10,682 $6,507 $13,217
% of Regular Operating Expenses invested in parish chosen charities and ministries 4% 2% 4%

FINANCIAL DASHBOARD FOR AUGUST 2025

*Operating Income includes income from operating as a church throughout the year, such as Stewardship, Candles, Trays, Donations and Offerings, Greek 

School tuition and Hall Rentals. Non-operating income includes insurance payments, Festival and other fundraising events, church beautification and 

investment gains. 
**Operating Expenses includes expenses we have to operate as a church throughout the year, such as Buildings & Grounds, National Ministries, Payroll, 

Insurance, Utilities, Administrative, and Ministry expenses. Non-operating expenses include Capital, beautification, and disaster recovery expenses and 

mortgage interest.
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Regular Income Less Stewardship *Non-Operating Income Stewardship Income

Expense Income Expense Income

Our goal is to have Stewardship 
cover 100% of our operating 
expenses each year so we can 
dedicate fundraising to ministries of 
the Church.  We have only made it 
2/3 of the way in the last three 
years.


