
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

Rev. Fr.  Symeon Williams 

Proistamenos 
 

September 14, 2025 
8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

 
Fast Day (Wine and Oil Allowed)  

Refrain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs. 

 

 

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross 

Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council 
Righteous Makarios the Younger of Thessalonika, Martyr 

 

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org


 

 
September 14, 2025 

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross 
Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council 
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

 

Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Cross – Soson, Kyrie (“Save, O Lord, Your people”) 
Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting victory to the faithful over the enemy, 
and by Your Cross protecting Your commonwealth. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion – O Ipsothis en to Stavro (“You were lifted up on the Cross”) 
You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, * O Christ our God, bestow Your tender compassions * 
upon Your new community to which You gave Your name. * Cause our faithful emperors to be glad 
in Your power, * granting them the victories against their adversaries. * And for an ally, Lord, may 
they have You, * peace as their armor, the trophy invincible. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-24 

 

  Exalt the Lord our God. 
Verse: The Lord reigns; let the people tremble. 

 

Brethren, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
cleverness of the clever I will thwart." Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but 
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 

 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς  Κορινθίους α' 1:18-24 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   

 

 Ὑψοῦτε Κύριον τὸν Θεὸν ἡμῶν. 
Στίχ. Ὁ Κύριος ἐβασίλευσεν, ὀργιζέσθωσαν λαοί. 

 

Ἀδελφοί, ό λόγος γὰρ ὁ τοῦ σταυροῦ τοῖς μὲν ἀπολλυμένοις μωρία ἐστίν, τοῖς δὲ 
σῳζομένοις ἡμῖν δύναμις θεοῦ ἐστιν. Γέγραπται γάρ, Ἀπολῶ τὴν σοφίαν τῶν σοφῶν, καὶ 
τὴν σύνεσιν τῶν συνετῶν ἀθετήσω. Ποῦ σοφός; Ποῦ γραμματεύς; Ποῦ συζητητὴς τοῦ 
αἰῶνος τούτου; Οὐχὶ ἐμὼρανεν ὁ θεὸς τὴν σοφίαν τοῦ κόσμου τούτου; Ἐπειδὴ γὰρ ἐν τῇ 
σοφίᾳ τοῦ θεοῦ οὐκ ἔγνω ὁ κόσμος διὰ τῆς σοφίας τὸν θεόν, εὐδόκησεν ὁ θεὸς διὰ τῆς 
μωρίας τοῦ κηρύγματος σῶσαι τοὺς πιστεύοντας. Ἐπειδὴ καὶ Ἰουδαῖοι σημεῖον αἰτοῦσιν, 
καὶ Ἕλληνες σοφίαν ζητοῦσιν· ἡμεῖς δὲ κηρύσσομεν Χριστὸν ἐσταυρωμένον, Ἰουδαίοις 
μὲν σκάνδαλον, Ἕλλησιν δὲ μωρίαν· αὐτοῖς δὲ τοῖς κλητοῖς, Ἰουδαίοις τε καὶ Ἕλλησιν, 
Χριστὸν θεοῦ δύναμιν καὶ θεοῦ σοφίαν. 

 
 



 

 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30 

  
 

At that time, when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, "Crucify him, 
crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in 
him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he 
has made himself the Son of God." 
 
When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again 
and said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said 
to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and 
power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it 
had been given you from above; therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin." 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at 
a place called the Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation 
of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" They 
cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify 
your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." Then he handed him 
over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to 
the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they crucified 
him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote 
a title and put it on the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the 
Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 
 
But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved 
standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then he said to the disciple, 
"Behold your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. Then when 
Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ἰωάννην 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα  

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, συμβούιον ἐποίησαν οἱ ἀρχιερεῖς καὶ οἱ ὑπηρέται, ἐκραύγασαν 
λέγοντες· σταύρωσον σταύρωσον αὐτόν. λέγει αὐτοῖς ὁ Πιλᾶτος· λάβετε αὐτὸν ὑμεῖς καὶ 
σταυρώσατε· ἐγὼ γὰρ οὐχ εὑρίσκω ἐν αὐτῷ αἰτίαν. ἀπεκρίθησαν αὐτῷ οἱ ᾿Ιουδαῖοι· 
ἡμεῖς νόμον ἔχομεν, καὶ κατὰ τὸν νόμον ἡμῶν ὀφείλει ἀποθανεῖν, ὅτι ἑαυτὸν Θεοῦ υἱὸν 
ἐποίησεν.  
 
῞Οτε οὖν ἤκουσεν ὁ Πιλᾶτος τοῦτον τὸν λόγον, μᾶλλον ἐφοβήθη, καὶ εἰσῆλθεν εἰς τὸ 
πραιτώριον πάλιν καὶ λέγει τῷ ᾿Ιησοῦ· πόθεν εἶ σύ; ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς ἀπόκρισιν οὐκ ἔδωκεν 
αὐτῷ. λέγει οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ Πιλᾶτος· ἐμοὶ οὐ λαλεῖς; οὐκ οἶδας ὅτι ἐξουσίαν ἔχω σταυρῶσαί 
σε καὶ ἐξουσίαν ἔχω ἀπολῦσαί σε; ἀπεκρίθη ᾿Ιησοῦς· οὐκ εἶχες ἐξουσίαν οὐδεμίαν κατ᾽ 
ἐμοῦ, εἰ μὴ ἦν σοι δεδομένον ἄνωθεν· διὰ τοῦτο ὁ παραδιδούς μέ σοι μείζονα ἁμαρτίαν 
ἔχει. ὁ οὖν Πιλᾶτος ἀκούσας τοῦτον τὸν λόγον ἤγαγεν ἔξω τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν, καὶ ἐκάθισεν ἐπὶ 
τοῦ βήματος εἰς τόπον λεγόμενον Λιθόστρωτον, ἑβραϊστὶ δὲ Γαββαθᾶ·  
 
ἦν δὲ παρασκευὴ τοῦ πάσχα, ὥρα δὲ ὡσεὶ ἕκτη· καὶ λέγει τοῖς ᾿Ιουδαίοις· ἴδε ὁ βασιλεὺς 
ὑμῶν. οἱ δὲ ἐκραύγασαν· ἆρον ἆρον, σταύρωσον αὐτόν. λέγει αὐτοῖς ὁ Πιλᾶτος· τὸν 
βασιλέα ὑμῶν σταυρώσω; ἀπεκρίθησαν οἱ ἀρχιερεῖς· οὐκ ἔχομεν βασιλέα εἰ μὴ Καίσαρα. 
τότε οὖν παρέδωκεν αὐτὸν αὐτοῖς ἵνα σταυρωθῇ. Παρέλαβον δὲ τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν καὶ ἤγαγον· 
καὶ βαστάζων τὸν σταυρὸν αὐτοῦ ἐξῆλθεν εἰς τὸν λεγόμενον κρανίου τόπον, ὃς λέγεται 
ἑβραϊστὶ Γολγοθᾶ, ὅπου αὐτὸν ἐσταύρωσαν, καὶ μετ᾽ αὐτοῦ ἄλλους δύο ἐντεῦθεν καὶ 
ἐντεῦθεν, μέσον δὲ τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν. ἔγραψε δὲ καὶ τίτλον ὁ Πιλᾶτος καὶ ἔθηκεν ἐπὶ τοῦ 
σταυροῦ· ἦν δὲ γεγραμμένον· ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ Ναζωραῖος ὁ βασιλεὺς τῶν ᾿Ιουδαίων. τοῦτον 
οὖν τὸν τίτλον πολλοὶ ἀνέγνωσαν τῶν ᾿Ιουδαίων, ὅτι ἐγγὺς ἦν τῆς πόλεως ὁ τόπος ὅπου 
ἐσταυρώθη ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· καὶ ἦν γεγραμμένον ῾Εβραϊστί, ῾Ελληνιστί, ῾Ρωμαϊστί.  
 
Οἱ μὲν οὖν στρατιῶται ταῦτα ἐποίησαν. εἱστήκεισαν δὲ παρὰ τῷ σταυρῷ τοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦ ἡ 
μήτηρ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἡ ἀδελφὴ τῆς μητρὸς αὐτοῦ, Μαρία ἡ τοῦ Κλωπᾶ καὶ Μαρία ἡ 
Μαγδαληνή. ᾿Ιησοῦς οὖν ἰδὼν τὴν μητέρα καὶ τὸν μαθητὴν παρεστῶτα ὃν ἠγάπα, λέγει 
τῇ μητρὶ αὐτοῦ· γύναι, ἴδε ὁ υἱός σου. εἶτα λέγει τῷ μαθητῇ· ἰδοὺ ἡ μήτηρ σου. καὶ ἀπ᾽ 
ἐκείνης τῆς ὥρας ἔλαβεν ὁ μαθητὴς αὐτὴν εἰς τὰ ἴδια. Μετὰ τοῦτο εἰδὼς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι 
πάντα ἤδη τετέλεσται, ἵνα τελειωθῇ ἡ γραφή, λέγει· διψῶ. ὅτε οὖν ἔλαβε τὸ ὄξος ὁ 
᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπε, τετέλεσται, καὶ κλίνας τὴν κεφαλὴν παρέδωκε τὸ πνεῦμα. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is still open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries. 
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool. 
If you haven’t yet done so, please sign up your child(ren) today!  
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Lost & Found: We have accumulated several items of clothing, umbrellas, glasses, etc. If you are 
missing an item, please visit the Lost & Found Table located in the lobby of the Cultural Center. 
  

http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool


 

 
Saint Sophia Future Plan: Calling all parish stewards! Please participate by sharing your insights 
to help build upon our strong legacy while strengthening our parish in the future, creating a place 
where joy, peace, and love abound! You can help by completing the Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats (“SWOT” Analysis) document that was emailed to you on August 22nd 
(hard copies available at the Pangari). Please complete this BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2025, and either 
email it to FuturePlanning@saintsophiachurch.org or return printed copies to the Parish office.  
 

Thank you in advance for sharing your input in this transformational process as we chart our bright 
future together! 

 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in 
your pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If 
you have misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of our parish!   
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of September 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $263,150.82. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
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https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

September 14, 2025 
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross 

Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
 
Great Vespers & Artoklasia for our Feast Day will take place on Tuesday, September 16th, at 6:30 
pm. Our Philoptochos will be hosting a dessert reception after Great Vespers. We invite everyone to 
join us in celebration of our Feast Day. 
 
Vespers Reception: For the dessert reception that Philoptochos is hosting following Great Vespers 
on Tuesday evening, September 16th, they are asking for donations of small pastries for the 
evening.  Please bring your donation to the church kitchen that evening prior to the start of the Vesper 
Service. Please bring only individual pastries that are easily handled without a fork!  Kindly 
contact Patty Cakridas if you have any questions pattycakridas@yahoo.com or 484-889-7903. 
 
St. Sophia Feast Day: On Wednesday, September 17th, we will celebrate our Feast Day with 
Orthros at 8:45 am and Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am followed by Artoklasia. Following the Liturgy, 
everyone is invited to a fast-friendly luncheon offered by the Parish. 

 

 

mailto:pattycakridas@yahoo.com


 

 
 

                                                                

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


