METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to
subscribe. Simply click on the following link:
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present. We hope
you can help us with an online donation. You can give by going to our
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate”
button.

Donate
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You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church.

St. Sophia/SS. Faith, Hope & Agape
Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge
900 South Trooper Road

Jeffersonville, PA, 19403
Tel.: (610) 650-8960 o Fax: {610) 650-8961

www.saintsophiachurch.org email: office@saintsophiachurch.org

Sunday Worship: 8:45 am - Orthros: 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Office Hours - 10 am to 4 pm

Rev. Fr. Symeon Williams
frsymeon@saintsophiachurch.org
Metropolis of New Jersey

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403

Rev. Fr. Symeon Williams

Proistamenos

September 14, 2025
8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Fast Day (Wine and Oil Allowed)
Refrain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs.

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross

Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council
Righteous Makarios the Younger of Thessalonika, Martyr


http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org

September 14, 2025
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Cross — Soson, Kyrie (“Save, O Lord, Your people”)
Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting victory to the faithful over the enemy,
and by Your Cross protecting Your commonwealth.

Apolytikion of St. SophialSs. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ eAaia kara kapmo¢ aveBAdaTnoag, év raic avAaic Tou Kupiou, 2ogia udptuc aguvn, Kai
mpoanyayec Xp1oTw KapTrov n durarov, ToUs ¢ vnduog oou BAaatouc, &i a ywvwy elaywy,
Ayamnyv te kai "EAmida alv mn Bedppovi [MioTel, ebwv UOWITEI UTTED TTAVIWV AUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida,
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia

martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — O Ipsothis en to Stavro (“You were lifted up on the Cross”)

You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, * O Christ our God, bestow Your tender compassions *
upon Your new community to which You gave Your name. * Cause our faithful emperors to be glad
in Your power, * granting them the victories against their adversaries. * And for an ally, Lord, may
they have You, * peace as their armor, the trophy invincible.

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God, and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive." Matthew 21.22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our "Prayer Warriors" do
Just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/fforms.office.com/rl. ZAHY16LSZ OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request .




Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-24

Exalt the Lord our God.
Verse: The Lord reigns; let the people tremble.

Brethren, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
cleverness of the clever | will thwart." Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but

to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.
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The DVYC Presents:
SAVE THE DATE!
Metropolis of
FALL RETREAT
SPRING CITY, PA
Registration opens September 28th!

NOVEMBER 14-16, 2025
\/
INNABAH CAMP & RETREAT CENTER
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GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30

At that time, when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, "Crucify him,
crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for | find no crime in
him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he
has made himself the Son of God."

When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again
and said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said
to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know that | have power to release you, and
power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it
had been given you from above; therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin."
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at
a place called the Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation
of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" They
cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall | crucify
your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." Then he handed him
over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to
the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they crucified
him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote
a title and put it on the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the
Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.

But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved
standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then he said to the disciple,
"Behold your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. Then when
Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit.
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+ PHILADELPHIA

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, Shelter, and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did

for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).




Mr. & Mrs. Socratis Tsipras

Mr. & Mrs. John Pogas

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Swope
Mrs. Shirley Tripolitis

Ms. Katherine Tsipras

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vail

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Witt

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Zarcone
Church Box -- 8/31/25

Nikas

Dr. Marianne & Mr. Alexander
Mr. Harry Papadakes

Mr. & Mrs. John Papadimitriou

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Patukas

Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Lousos
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Piligian

MORTGAGE REDUCTION CAMPAIGN
Following is the list of stewards and friends of St. Sophia who contributed to the
Mortgage Reduction Campaign for August. The total for August was $3,047.
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McAdoo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moses
Mrs. Bessie Neofotistos

Mr. & Mrs. George Klapakis
Mr. & Mrs. Bart Kline

Mrs. Evangelia A. Klapakis
Mrs. Effie Liacouras

Mr. & Mrs. Matt Bannon
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Diccianni
Mr.& Mrs. Jeffrey Kerns

Mr. Roy Bauich

We will continue to provide a monthly listing of Mortgage Reduction collections from the previous month.
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Altum
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

THE NICENE CREED Sat. Sept. 13th 5:00 pm Vespers - Elevation of the Cross
(The Confession of Faith) Sun. Sept. 14t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of Mon. Sept. 15th 5:00 pm Greek School Begins/Agiasmos (Children)
: et Gt Tues. Sept. 16t 6:30 pm Great Vespers & Artoklasia
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of A - g‘:tsﬁeft fﬁ%eggon t°[§9"_°W o8
God, begotten of the Father before all ages; SRk e Al e, Peb aMLLINELIMIEY SRl ohasld
’ ’ St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape
Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one Sun. Sent. 214 645 E)?tlllfwe-d1%¥0|:)35t-|:[r)l'er'1dIyLI'-tunCheon
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made. un. ept. Avam Sun dr:ys:after. HoTymCr(:sI;ne urgy
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven ) 1290 pm. Gresx enod Beginsingmsmos{Adults)
q ; &6t the Hale et snd thefidin s Mon. Sept. 220 5:00 pm Greek School (Children)
enf e 0g4rd ¥-2p giRCiviary Thurs. Sept. 25t 6:00 pm Greek School (Adults)
and became man. Sun. Sept. 28t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
o : . 1st Sunday of Luke
He was crucified for us under Ponhus Pilate, 12:30 pm  Greek Sch‘{m (Adults)
and suffered and was buried; Mon. Sept. 29th 5:00 pm Greek School (Children)
) ) ) Wed. Oct. 2nd 1:30 pm - Interfaith Blood Drive at The Church of Jesus Christ of
And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures. 6:30 pm  Latter-day Saints., 2530 Stinson Lane (see flyer)
. . . Thurs. Oct. 2nd 6:00 pm Greek School (Adults
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; Sat. Oct, 4th 6:00 Em Tiiwia Nits (Doﬁ,rs opgn 5:00 pm)

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds

Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is still open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries.
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool.
If you haven’t yet done so, please sign up your child(ren) today!

from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Lost & Found: We have accumulated several items of clothing, umbrellas, glasses, etc. If you are
missing an item, please visit the Lost & Found Table located in the lobby of the Cultural Center.



http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool

Saint Sophia Future Plan: Calling all parish stewards! Please participate by sharing your insights
to help build upon our strong legacy while strengthening our parish in the future, creating a place
where joy, peace, and love abound! You can help by completing the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats (‘SWOT” Analysis) document that was emailed to you on August 22nd
(hard copies available at the Pangari). Please complete this BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2025, and either
email it to FuturePlanning@saintsophiachurch.org or return printed copies to the Parish office.

Thank you in advance for sharing your input in this transformational process as we chart our bright
future together!

Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in
your pledge if you have not already done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. If
you have misplaced your form, just click on the following link Commitment Form. Thank you for
your ongoing support of our parish!

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of September 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $263,150.82.
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

~ FOOV &K

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[IaTep MUV 0 £v TOIC 0VPAVOTS
ayietto ¢ Ovoud cov,
£LPET® 1) Pactreia cov,
yevnOTe 10 OEAN U Gov, O¢
£v ovpav®d Kai £l THS YiiC.

Tov Gprov UV OV

EMOVGLOV 3OS UiV

ONUEPOV Kai Gpes MUY T4
opsuoTe UGV, OC Kol NUETS
aQiepey 101G 0PEETIS NUAVY Kai
1N EIGEVEYKNG NS €1
REWPUCHOV, ARG pOoaL NS 4o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter 1-mon o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min
si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-moén, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-lé-tes i-mon ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday . wordpress.com



mailto:FuturePlanning@saintsophiachurch.org
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/stewardship/2025-Commitment-Form-Full-Page.pdf

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

September 14, 2025
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Commemoration of the 6th Ecumenical Council
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St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha - of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H ETrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

Great Vespers & Artoklasia for our Feast Day will take place on Tuesday, September 16th, at 6:30
pm. Our Philoptochos will be hosting a dessert reception after Great Vespers. We invite everyone to
join us in celebration of our Feast Day.

Vespers Reception: For the dessert reception that Philoptochos is hosting following Great Vespers
on Tuesday evening, September 16t they are asking for donations of small pastries for the
evening. Please bring your donation to the church kitchen that evening prior to the start of the Vesper
Service. Please bring only individual pastries that are easily handled without a fork! Kindly
contact Patty Cakridas if you have any questions pattycakridas@yahoo.com or 484-889-7903.

St. Sophia Feast Day: On Wednesday, September 17th, we will celebrate our Feast Day with
Orthros at 8:45 am and Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am followed by Artoklasia. Following the Liturgy,
everyone is invited to a fast-friendly luncheon offered by the Parish.


mailto:pattycakridas@yahoo.com

ST. SOPHIA GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
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n from Lunch through Dinn€
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Hours:

Fri., Nov 7: 11AM - 8PM
Sat,, Nov 8: 11AM - 8PM
Sun., Nov 9: Noon — 6PM

. Serving Authentic Greek Fo

od Daily

9_?( Area’s Best Greek Food & Pastries

Moussaka, Pastitsio, Galaktoboureko, Baklava, Gyro, Souvlaki,
Spanakopita & many other fine Greek favorites.

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

For more information visit: www.saintsophiachurch.org or call: {610) 650-8960

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 900 South Trooper Road, |effersonville PA 19403
From Rte 202, 422W to Trooper Road Exit {Rte 363N}, on Right Side before Walmart

Give Blood!

American
N Red Cross

Interfaith Blood Drive

to address the nation-wide blood shortage

Joint effort of congregations from:

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Wednesday, October 1, 2025
1:30 pm - 6:30 pm
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
2530 Stinson Lane
Norristown, PA 19403
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org

Search using code: PAinterfaith
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
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ST. SOPHIA PRESENTS

[OCTOBER 4 zozsj

"B DOORS OPEN AT 5PM - TRIVIABEGINSAT6PM
REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE - OCTOBER Ist

$25 Adults / $20 Students
Coffee & Dessert Included - BYOB

ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
900 STROOPER RD, JEFFERSONVILLE, PA19403

REGISTRATION DETAILS ON:

| www.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite %
" Please bring non-perishable food items for the Patrician Society
g § receive a special raffle ticket ’gf #
‘?" 0‘ k

e {

The Greater Philadelphia Committee of IOCC invites you to the

14TH ANNUAL BANQUET TO BENEFIT [OCC
Sunday, October 26, 2025

3:30pm Hors d’Oeuvres & Silent Auction ¢ 5:00pm Dinner & Program

Come and learn about IOCC’s programs around the world and how your support
makes a difference in places like Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US.

Adelphia Restaurant, Pan Athenian Grand Ballroom
1750 Clements Bridge Rd., Deptford, NJ 08096

To reserve your place and for sponsorships, see your parish rep or visit

iocc.org/philadelphia

Or make checks out to TOCC and mail to
I0CC | 110 West Road, Suite 360 | Baltimore, MD 21204

Tickets: $85 per person

Questions? E-mail Theodora Veronis at TVeronis@iocc.org

ST.SOPHIA PARISH REPS: Tina Coutavas 215-518-0192 and Tom Cox 215-859-1009

The following sponsorship opportunities are available:
[] Sponsor ($300) - includes 4 guests
[[] Friend ($250) - includes 2 guests

[[] Grand Benefactor ($3,000+) - includes 10 guests
[[] Great Benefactor ($2,000) - includes 8 guests
[[] Benefactor ($1,000) - includes 6 guests

Sponsorships received by Oct. 17 will be recognized in the program.




Agv elvat tuxaio 6tLT) Ocooy ikt ZxoAn pag @épel o Ovopa «Tiog Ztavedc»!
A16TL 6 Ztavog tob Kupiov amoteAel Evav amod toug HeyaAUTeQOUG dIDATKAAOUG TTg
ExxAnolog uéoa ota dvo x1hadeg xeovio g lotoglag tne. "Exovue cogols kai
EUTIVEVOHEVOUS aylovg matépeg, Omwe 0 Méyacg BaoiAeiog kat ot dvo I'onydotol, t@v
oTolwv Tt CUYYQAHHATA peAeT@vTat Kol a&lomolobvtan TATews ot ZXoAr uag. O
Lo, Opwe, dIDACKEL XWQIG AOYLor DIDACKEL HE TNV DI TV TAQOLTIA TOL Kol [E
TV Evdoén pavépwon| Tov. "Etol, 6tav PaAdove «Xaige, Kottod ducaiov avéowoic»,
avudappavouaote 6t o Koglog émi tob Ltavgod pavegavetal wg 0 Aikaiog Kortrc.

Ag otaBolue Alyo va t0 ovAAoyiototpe. O névog aAnBiva abdog vTTopéet
Tov Bavarto, apéxovtag T cwtneia o& OAovg Tovg avBowmovs. Oviwe, «onueiov
AVTIAEYOUEVOVY», OTIWG TRo@NTeLTe 0 Beoddxos Xvuewv (Aovk. (', 34). Emni tod
Lrowpob 0 Xototog dév kplvel kavévoy: olTe TOUG OTAVOWTEG TOV, OUTe kelvoug Tov
Emedlwéav 0 Bavatd tov, ovte Ooovg xAevalav 0 mabog Tov. O Kiuplog, wg 6 kottrg
TG OIKOULEVT]S, DEV KaTedIKAOE" AAAX TTROOPEQE T1) LwT) TOV, «DTIEQ TG TOU KOOLOU
L, CUYXWOWVTAG HE ATIELQT) OYAT).

AVTO eivat tO pabnue tob ool kai Y pag. N ouyxweobue, vl va
katoducalovpe. Na dyamoOue, avti v Loobue. AUTEG elvol kol ol aQXEC OV
amoteA0DV TO BeHéALD TNG HOQPWOEWS Kal TN daKoviag TV oTTovdACTAOV HoG 0TO
‘EAAN VKO KoAAEyio kal 1) OeoAoyikt) ZxoAn to Tiuiov Xtavgot. Ifpega, 1uéQa g
£0QTNG TOUG, OG HVILOVEVOOUHE aUTo T0 Ltk kabidouvua thg ExkAnoloag pac. Ag
vmootneifovpe pé kalbe duvatd TEOTO THV ATOOTOAT TOU, KAL &G EPAQUOCOVUE Kol
EHEIS TNV ddaXT) TOD HeYIOTOL TTadaywyol TV PuXWV Hag, Tob Tpiov kai (womoton
Yrtowov.

Meta maToikng €v XoLote ayanng,
< > > % #
/{5 \//@9/@3 ﬂ§77 0%603

1 6 Apegueric EATdopogog

e

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 423/2025

Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
The Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross

September 14, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks and
Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox
Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Xuipe, Kpirod dtraiov gavipweic.... (Axibrerog tod Tyiov Zravpod, N)
Hail, Manifestation of the Righteous Judge.... (Akathist of the Holy Cross, N)

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Today, we hail the Precious and Life-giving Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In many of
our parishes, the Akathist to the Holy Cross is chanted in overflowing praise. Like so many of our
magnificent liturgical texts, this Akathist contains glimpses and glimmers of the mystery of our salvation
in Christ, which illumine our spiritual path and teach us the deep things of God.

It is not without purpose that our Theological School is named “Holy Cross,” because the Cross of
our Lord is one of the greatest teachers in the two thousand years of the Church. We have amazing and
erudite Saints, like Basil and the Gregorys, whose writings endure through the ages, and who are studied
intently at our Theological School. But the Holy Cross of our Lord teaches wordlessly. It teaches by
example, and by sheer manifestation. Therefore, when we chant, “Hail, Manifestation of the Righteous
Judge,” we come to the realization that the Lord, hanging upon the Cross, is being revealed to us as the
Righteous Judge.

Let us all pause for a moment and consider the only truly innocent human being, put to death for
the sake of every other human being. It is an unfeigned “sign of contradiction,” as the Prophet Simeon the
Elder said (Luke 2:34). For from the Cross, the Lord delivers no judgment of anyone — not his crucifiers,
nor the ones who clamored for His destruction, nor those who ridiculed Him in His agony. The Lord, the
Judge of the Universe, judged no one; rather, He gave His life for the life of the world with forgiveness.



Such is the lesson for each of us, then, as we praise the Holy Cross. To forgive, rather than condemn.
To love, rather than despise. These are the lessons that are at the core of our training of the good people
studying at our beloved Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. Today, on
their Feastday, let us remember this vital Institution of our Church and support its mission, as we apply
ourselves to the lesson of the Cross, the greatest teacher of our souls.

With paternal love in Christ,

& %@ 1S ;{;%fééOB

1+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

IEPA APXIEIIIZKOITH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEIIIZKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOZ
ApOu. Tpet.: 423/2025

Agxemokonikr] EykokAiog yia Ty £0QTr]

ThHs VYwoews ToL TIPiov kai Lwomoto Etavgov.
14 ZemreppPplov 2025

Ipoc  tobc  Zefacpwrtdrovs kot Ocopuicotdtove  Agxuegeie, Todg
EvAafeotdrove Tegeic ko Auakdvove, tic Tpeoputépec kai tic Auxkdviooeg, tolg
Movayote kad tic Movayxée, tove Tgotdgove wkat 1 MEAn v Kowortwdv
ZupPovAiey, tovge EvrpoAoviwtdrove Agxoviee tod Okovpevikod Tlatouxgyciov,
o péAn e ‘Hyecolag wov 100, wh Hucofowx kat Amovevpanvd LxoAdla, Tic
Pomtwyove AdcAgdtntee, ™) NeoAaia, tic BEAANvopBsdo&ec Vovovdoac ko

OAGKANEO TO Xproemawvoupo mARgwpa TS Tegac Apxemokoniic Apsgukic.

«Xaipe, Kpttot dikadov pavépwots...»

Xapetiopoi eig tov Tiwov Etavpov. 11° Oikog).
IMpou@uielc adeA@ot kot adeApic &v Xourtd,

Zrjuepa Yavovpe Kol Todpe oV Tio kol (worowd Ztawgd tod Kugilov kad
Zwtigog ey ITnuod Xowtod. i kdnoweg evogieg pag dAAovTon kad ol Xougetiopot
neoc tov Tio Zrowed. Avtoc cvan fvac Spvoc mAfeng dofodoviag kat
coyvopoodvne! Onwe ko AAAa Aartovgywa kelpeve, 6 Spvog adtog avadatkviet o
HLOTHOW THS 0WTNEIRS, OTICOVIAC TV TVEVHATIKY] Hag ToQcin kal £E8Q0euvivTag

T AN Tod Beod.



