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Resurrectional Apolytikion – To Fedhron Tis Anastaseos (“The Joyful News of Your Resurrection”) 
The joyful news of your resurrection was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off 
the curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been vanquished; Christ our 
God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world with his great mercy. 
 
Festal Apolytikion – Ek tis rizis Iesse (“From the root of Jesse”) 
Unto us is born today Mary the child of God, * as the branch from Jesse’s root, and as the fruit of David’s 
loins, * and all creation is re-created and deified. * O heaven and the earth, rejoice in unison. * Sing praises 
unto her, O all you Gentile clans. * Joachim is exultant, and Anna is keeping festival, crying out: * “The barren 
woman bears the Theotokos, * the nourisher of our Life.” 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην 
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni 
Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought 
up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together 
intercede with God for us all. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion – I Parthenos…Theotokos Maria (“Today the Virgin and Theotokos Maria”) 
On this day the virgin Maid, Mary the true Theotokos, * the inviolate bridal room of the heavenly Bridegroom, 
* by the will of God is born of a barren woman, * to prepare to be the carriage of God the Logos, * as for this 
she had been destined, * to be the gateway of God and Mother of Life. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Saint Sophia Future Plan: Calling all parish stewards! Please participate by sharing your insights 
to help build upon our strong legacy while strengthening our parish in the future, creating a place 
where joy, peace, and love abound! You can help by completing the Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats (“SWOT” Analysis) document that was emailed to you on August 22nd 
(hard copies available at the Pangari). Please complete this BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2025, and either 
email it to FuturePlanning@saintsophiachurch.org or return printed copies to the Parish office.  
 

We will also be hosting an open community forum for those who would prefer to offer input and 
feedback in person. This event will take place on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, starting at 6:30 pm 
-- in person in the church hall, or online via: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84534889568?pwd=5IN2yUbZBeOYzhqxeEMlDbBnp7ROfc.1  
 

Thank you in advance for sharing your input in this transformational process as we chart our bright 
future together! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18 

 

 O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.  

 
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to 
make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that 
they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not 
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 
But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the 
Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Γαλάτας 6:11-18 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   

 

Σῶσον, Κύριε τὸν λαὸν σου καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου. 
Στίχ. Πρὸς σἐ, Κύριε, κεκράξομαι ὁ Θεός μου.  

 
Ἀδελφοί, ἴδετε πηλίκοις ὑμῖν γράμμασιν ἔγραψα τῇ ἐμῇ χειρί. Ὅσοι θέλουσιν εὐπροσωπῆσαι ἐν 
σαρκί, οὗτοι ἀναγκάζουσιν ὑμᾶς περιτέμνεσθαι, μόνον ἵνα μὴ τῷ σταυρῷ τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
διώκωνται. Οὐδὲ γὰρ οἱ περιτετμημένοι αὐτοὶ νόμον φυλάσσουσιν, ἀλλὰ θέλουσιν ὑμᾶς 
περιτέμνεσθαι, ἵνα ἐν τῇ ὑμετέρᾳ σαρκὶ καυχήσωνται. Ἐμοὶ δὲ μὴ γένοιτο καυχᾶσθαι εἰ μὴ ἐν τῷ 
σταυρῷ τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ· διʼ οὗ ἐμοὶ κόσμος ἐσταύρωται, κἀγὼ τῷ κόσμῳ. Ἐν 
γὰρ Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ οὔτε περιτομή τι ἰσχύει, οὔτε ἀκροβυστία, ἀλλὰ καινὴ κτίσις. Καὶ ὅσοι τῷ 
κανόνι τούτῳ στοιχήσουσιν, εἰρήνη ἐπʼ αὐτούς, καὶ ἔλεος, καὶ ἐπὶ τὸν Ἰσραὴλ τοῦ θεοῦ. Τοῦ 
λοιποῦ, κόπους μοι μηδεὶς παρεχέτω· ἐγὼ γὰρ τὰ στίγματα τοῦ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ ἐν τῷ σώματί μου 
βαστάζω. Ἡ χάρις τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ μετὰ τοῦ πνεύματος ὑμῶν, ἀδελφοί. Ἀμήν. 
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GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to John 3:13-17 

  
The Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of 
man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man 
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through him." 
 
 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ἰωάννην 3:13-17 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα  

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος· καὶ οὐδεὶς ἀναβέβηκεν εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν εἰ μὴ ὁ ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ καταβάς, ὁ υἱὸς 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ὁ ὤν ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ. καὶ καθὼς Μωϋσῆς ὕψωσε τὸν ὄφιν ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ, οὕτως 
ὑψωθῆναι δεῖ τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ἵνα πᾶς ὁ πιστεύων εἰς αὐτὸν μὴ ἀπόληται ἀλλ' ἔχῃ ζωὴν 
αἰώνιον. Οὕτω γὰρ ἠγάπησεν ὁ Θεὸς τὸν κόσμον, ὥστε τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ τὸν μονογενῆ ἔδωκεν, 
ἵνα πᾶς ὁ πιστεύων εἰς αὐτὸν μὴ ἀπόληται ἀλλ' ἔχῃ ζωὴν αἰώνιον. οὐ γὰρ ἀπέστειλεν ὁ Θεὸς 
τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ εἰς τὸν κόσμον ἵνα κρίνῃ τὸν κόσμον, ἀλλ' ἵνα σωθῇ ὁ κόσμος δι' αὐτοῦ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vespers Reception: Philoptochos will be hosting a reception on the evening of Tuesday, September 
16th, following Great Vespers for the Feast Day of St. Sophia. We are asking for donations of small 
pastries for the evening.  Please bring your donation to the church kitchen prior to the start of the 
Vesper Service. Please bring only individual pastries that are easily handled without a 
fork!  Kindly contact Patty Cakridas if you have any questions pattycakridas@yahoo.com or 484-
889-7903. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
Parish Welcome Back Picnic TODAY: We are excited to invite you to our Welcome Back Picnic 
today following Divine Liturgy as we come together in fellowship to begin a new church year. This will 
be a wonderful opportunity to reconnect, share a meal, and enjoy time with our parish family. Thank 
you for your continued support. We look forward to a day of fun, food, and fellowship together! 
 
Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is still open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries. 
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool. 
If you haven’t yet done so, please sign up your child(ren) today! Today is the first day of Sunday 
School (and blessing of the backpacks) Please have your children bring their school backpack to 
Divine Liturgy to be blessed. 
 
Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available in the Narthex and on 
our website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.  
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of September 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $263,150.82. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
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