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August 31, 2025
12th Sunday of Matthew
The Placing of the Honorable Sash of the Most Holy Theotokos
Cyprian the Hieromartyr & Bishop of Carthage
Gennadius Scholarus, Patriarch of Constantinople
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”)

Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of strength
has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. First-born
among the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has granted to the world
His Great Mercy.

Festal Apolytikion — Theotoke aiparthene (“Ever-virgin Theotokos”)

Ever-virgin Theotokos, the shelter of mankind, you have given to your City as a protective wall the clothing
and garment that you wore on your immaculate body. By your seedless childbirth, they have remained
incorrupt. For in you both nature and time are made novel. Therefore we implore you, grant peace to your
commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

O¢ ehaia kard kaprro¢ avefAdotnoag, év Taic avAaic tou Kupiou, Zogia paprus oeuvh, kai
mpoarjyayec Xpiatw kap1rdv n durarov, ToU¢ 11¢ vnduog aou BAaaTodc, O a ywvwy edaywv, Aydmnv
1€ Kai "EATida auv ) Bedgpovi Miotel, pebwv duowTrel UTTED TTAVIWY HWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su viastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni
Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr

dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought
up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together
intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion - Tin theodhochon ghastera sou (“Your sacred belt (encircling the God-

carrying womb”)

The precious garment that you wore about your body * that hosted God, O all-blessed Theotokos, *
truly is power unassailable * for your City and a treasure whose blessings are perpetual, * O only
Ever-virgin who bore a child.

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known fo God, and the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive." Matthew 21.22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our "Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/fforms.office.com/rl. ZAHY16LSZ OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request. .




SEPTEMBER 7th

FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL &
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
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PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILDREN
BRING THEIR SCHOOL BACKPACK

TO LITURGY TO BE BLESSED

VA
PLEASE SCAN QR CODE TO REGISTER FOR
e Ml N 'STR| Es - SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH MINISTRIES.
WE HAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES!
RE@' U%TU@N KINDLY REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN
BY AUGUST 30, 2025

Parish Welcome Back Picnic: We are excited to invite you
to our Welcome Back Picnic on Sunday, September 7th, after
Divine Liturgy, as we come together in fellowship to begin a
new church year. This will be a wonderful opportunity to
reconnect, share a meal, and enjoy time with our parish family.

To make this day a success, we kindly ask all St. Sophia parishioners and ministries
to help by signing up to bring a food item. Your contribution will ensure a joyful and
abundant celebration for everyone.

Please use the following SignUpGenius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/20F0A4AA4A828A4F85-57980693-welcome

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a day of fun, food, and
fellowship together!

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 9:1-7

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Verse: For he has regarded the humility of his servant.

BRETHREN, the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was
prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence;
it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having
the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which
contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we
cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually
into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and
he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the
people.

Avayvwoig €mMOTOARS
Npog ‘ERpaioug 9:1-7 16 Avayvwapa

MeyaAuver n wuyn pou rov Kupiov, kai nyaAAiace 10 mvedud pou mi T Ocw T
owrThpi pou.
Zriy. “On éméBAcyev £mi tryv rameivwaiv 1A doUAng aurod.

ABeAQOi, €ixev 1) TPWTN oknvr Sikaiuata Aatpeiag, 10 Te Gylov KOOMIKOV. ZKnVA yap
KATEOKEUAOON fy Tpwn, &v 1 f Te Auxvia kai ) Tpdmeda kai ) TPABeaIC TMV EpTwv, FTIC AéyeTal
ayia. Meta 0€ 10 Oeltepov Katamétaoua oknvh) 1) Aeyopévn Qyia Ayiwv, Xpuoolv €xouaa
Bupiamipiov, kai TAY KIBWTOV TAS BIaBAKNG TTEPIKEKAAUMLEVNV TIAVTOBEY XpUaiw, £V ) OTAUVOS
Xpuafy €xouada 1O pavva, kai i PARdoc Aapwv i BAacTAcaoa, Kai ai TAGKES TR dlabAKNS:
UTepavw 8¢ alThA¢ XepouPip 86EnC kataokialovia 1 IAACTAPIOV: TIEPT WV OUK EOTIV VOV Aéyelv
katér pépog. ToUTwv O& 0UTWG KATETKEUAOHEVWY, EIC HEV TRV TIPWTNV aKNVAV dId TavTdg sigiaaiv
oi iepeic, Tac Aarpeiac émmeAolvreg €i¢ O& TRV deutépav amag o0 éviautod poévog O apxlepeUc,
o0 Xwpi¢ aiyarog, O TpooPépel UTIEP £autol Kai TGV 100 AaoT GyvonuaTtwy:


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4AA4A828A4F85-57980693-welcome

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Matthew 19:16-26

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, "Good Teacher, what good deed
must | do, to have eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you call me good? One there is who is
good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said,
"You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness,
Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yourself." The young man said
to him, "All these | have observed; what do | still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect,
go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.

And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, | say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished,
saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible."

EVAITEAION
‘Ek 100 Kara MatBaiov 19:16-26 EUayyeAiou 10 Avayvwoua

TQ kalp® €xeivw, veaviakog Tig TPoafABe TG Incod, yovutreTdv alTév, kai Aéywv: AISAoKaAe
ayadé, Ti ayaBdv Toiow va Exw JwhAv aitviov; ‘0 8¢ eimev alT®- Ti pe Aéyeig Ayadov; oUdeiC
ayaboc &i P eic & Ococ. £i B8 BEAEIC cioeNBeiv eic TRV wrv, TAENOOV TS EVIONAC. Aéyel aUTG):
Toiag; 6 8¢ 'Incolc eime: 7O 0U QoveUTEIC, 0U HOIKEUOEIC, 0U KAEWEIC, 00 WEUSOPOPTUPATEIS, Tila
TOV TraTépa Kali TAV UNTéPa, Kai ayatmaeig TOV TTANGiov gou wg oeauTov. Aéyel auT) O VeavioKog:
mavTa TadTa €QUAALAUNY €K VeOTNTOC Wou- Ti ETI UOTEPQ; £ aUT® O ‘Ingolc: €i BéAeIC TEAEIOG
eival, Uraye TWANGGY gou T& UTTdipxovTa Kai 8O¢ TITwXOIC, kai £EEIC Bnaaupdy év oUpavd, kai
5elipo AkoAoUBE! pol. akoUoag 88 & veaviokog TOV Adyov AmAABe AuTToUpevoc: Qv yap Exwv
kTApaTa TToAG. "0 8¢ *Inooic efme Toi¢ padnTaiic alTod: AV Aéyw Uiv &TI SuakdAwe TAOUTIOC
eioehevaeral €ig TRV BaaoiAiav TGV oupavav. TAAIV & Aéyw UiV, EUKOTIWTEPOV £OTI KAUNAOV dI&x
TPUTTAUATOS Pagidog dieABeIV i TAoUaIov €ic TRV BaaiAeiav To0 B0l cioeAbeTv. dkouaavTeg O€ oi
HaBnTai autod £¢emAiaaovTo oPadpa AéyovTeg: Tic Apa duvaral cwbfival; EuBAéwag 8€ O 'Incolc
eimmev aToi¢: TTap& AvOpWTIOIC ToTTo ABUVATAY £0TI, TPt 3¢ Ol TavTa duvaTd EOTI.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Aug. 31st 8:45am
Mon. Sept. 1t

Sat. Sept. 6t 10:00 am
Sun. Sept. 7th 8:45am
Mon. Sept. 8th 8:45am
Sat. Sept. 13th 5:00 pm
Sun. Sept. 14t 8:45am
Mon. Sept. 15t 5:00 pm

Tues. Sept. 16t 6:30 pm

Wed. Sept. 17th 8:45 am
Sun. Sept. 21st 8:45am

12:30 pm
Mon. Sept. 22nd 5:00 pm
Thurs. Sept. 25t 6:00 pm
Sun. Sept. 28t 8:45 am

12:30 pm

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

12th Sunday of Matthew

Labor Day — The Parish office is closed
Blessing of the Animals (Community Event)
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday Before Holy Cross

Blessing of Backpacks & Sunday School Begins
Parish Welcome Back Picnic after Liturgy
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Nativity of the Theotokos

Vespers - Elevation of the Cross
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Greek School Begins/Agiasmos (Children)
Great Vespers & Artoklasia

St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape
Dessert reception to follow

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday after Holy Cross

Greek School Begins/Agiasmos (Adults)
Greek School (Children)

Greek School (Adults)

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

1st Sunday of Luke

Greek School (Adults)




August 31, 2025
12th Sunday of Matthew
The Placing of the Honorable Sash of the Most Holy Theotokos
Cyprian the Hieromartyr & Bishop of Carthage
Gennadius Scholarus, Patriarch of Constantinople
St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha — of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H EtrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Leo and Bonnie Koletas for offering today’s coffee hour.

Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available in the Narthex and on
our website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.

Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is now open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries.
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool.
Kindly sign up your children for Sunday School and Youth Ministries by August 30th. The first day of
Sunday School (and blessing of the backpacks) is September 7th. Please have your children bring
their school backpack to Divine Liturgy that day to be blessed.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of August 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $268,819.81.
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried:;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen



https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tdtep MUdV O £v TOIC OVPAVOTS
Yot Te 16 Ovopd cov,
£LPET® 1) Pactreia cov,
yevnOTe 10 OEAN U Gov, O¢
&v ovpav® Kkoi £ml TS Yiic.

Tov aptov qudV oV

EMOVGLOV 3OS UiV

ONUEPOV Kai Gpes MUY T4
opsuaTa NUAY, O Kol NUES
apiepey 101 OPEETAIS NUAY Kol
) eloeveykng UG &ig
REWPUCHOV, ARG pOoaL NS 4o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter i-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min
si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta i-mon, os ke i-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes i-modn ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday . wordpress.com

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.
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Hours:

Fri., Nov 7: 11AM - 8PM
Sat,, Nov 8: 11AM - 8PM
Sun., Nov 9: Noon — 6PM

. Serving Authentic Greek Food Daily

Area’s Best Greek Food & Pastries

Moussaka, Pastitsio, Galaktoboureko, Baklava, Gyro, Souvlaki,
Spanakopita & many other fine Greek favorites.

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

For more information visit: www.saintsophiachurch.org or call: {610) 650-8960

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 900 South Trooper Road, |effersonville PA 19403
From Rte 202, 422W to Trooper Road Exit {Rte 363N}, on Right Side before Walmart

EAAHNIKO ZXOAEIO ATIAZ ZOPIAZ

)\ - AT pie -

MODERN GREEK FOR ALL LEVELS
MAOAINQ EAAHNIKA

FALL 2025
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

CHILDREN AND ADULT CLASSES
e BEGINNERS

e INTERMEDIATE

e ADVANCED

For more information contact Mrs. Klapakis at
623-363-0980 or via email dimitraklapakis19@gmail.com
OR visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool




~+ PHILADELPHIA

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding. Shelter, and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did

for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).

37+,

ST. SOPHIA PRESENTS

[OCTOBER 4. 2025 j

DOORS OPEN AT 5PM - TRIVIA BEGINS AT 6PM
REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE - OCTOBER Ist

$25 Adults / $20 Students
Coffee & Dessert Included - BYOB

ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
900 S TROOPER RD, JEFFERSONVILLE, PA19403

REGISTRATION DETAILS ON:

wuwuw.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite

Please bring non-perishable food items for the Patrician Society
receive a special raffle ticket




Give Blood!

+ American
L Red Cross

Interfaith Blood Drive

to address the nation-wide blood shortage

Joint effort of congregations from:

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Wednesday, October 1, 2025
1:30 pm - 6:30 pm

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
2530 Stinson Lane
Norristown, PA 19403

For an appointment, please visit redcrossbhlood.org
Search using code: PAinterfaith
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

£2015 The American National Red Cross

The Greater Philadelphia Committee of IOCC invites you to the

14TH ANNUAL BANQUET TO BENEFIT IOCC
Sunday, October 26, 2025

3:30pm Hors d’Oeuvres & Silent Auction ¢ 5:00pm Dinner & Program

Come and learn about IOCC'’s programs around the world and how your support
makes a difference in places like Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US.

Adelphia Restaurant, Pan Athenian Grand Ballroom
1750 Clements Bridge Rd., Deptford, NJ 08096

To reserve your place and for sponsorships, see your parish rep or visit

iocc.org/philadelphia

Or make checks out to JOCC and mail to
I0CC | 110 West Road, Suite 360 | Baltimore, MD 21204

Tickets: $85 per person

Questions? E-mail Theodora Veronis at TVeronis@iocc.org

ST.SOPHIA PARISH REPS: Tina Coutavas 215-518-0192 and Tom Cox 215-859-1009

The following sponsorship opportunities are available:
[[] Grand Benefactor ($5,000+) - includes 10 guests [C] Sponsor ($3500) - includes 4 guests
[[] Great Benefactor ($2,000) - includes 8 guests [[] Friend ($250) - includes 2 guests
[[] Benefactor ($1,000) - includes 6 guests

Sponsorships received by Oct. 17 will be recognized in the program.




WE NEED YOUR HELP .. @

VOLUNTEER SIGN UP GENIUS »»

St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape SATURDAY
Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

N !lﬁ o

BLESSINGMANlMALS

All pets welcome! :: @

oy (on a leash or in a carrier please) - .

Pet food donations gratefully accepted for the Conshohocken SPCA

The DVYC Presents:

SAVE THE DATE!

2025 GOYA
FALL RETREAT

NOVEMBER 14-16, 2025
\/

INNABAH CAMP & RETREAT CENTER
SPRING CITY, PA

Registration opens September 28th!




«OIKOAOYIKAG pETAVOlag», TEQav TS KANOEWS T8 HETAHEAEX VI TV OIKOAOYIKT
O mob Exet émredecel kal & QWIKY AAAQYT) VOOTQOTIAG KAl GUUTEQLPOQAS
EvavTL TG dNUIOLOYIAG, AVAPEQETAL KXl OTNV AVAYKY OTEQPaONS TG TQaA£ONS
tomoBémnong, 1 omola omeilet ) OewEnon TS KATACTQOPIKNG YIX TO QUTKO
TEQIRBAAAOV «DLOVOUIAG TS OLKOVOHIAS» WG HOVODQOUOL TOOC TNV AVATTUEN, Kai
TEOPODOTEL TV APEAT] TOTN 0T duvaTdTNTA TS PLONG VA avalwoyoveltat &g’
LU 0TO dMVEKES, TAA TIG AVOQWTOYEVELS ETPAQUVOELS TNG, OTIWG 1] EVTEWVOUEVT
KApaTikny aAdayr) kai ol kataoTeo@ikéc mAavNTUcES guvémetée me. L 6Aa avta
MEOOTIO eTAL TEQA TO TAVIALUOVIO TV TOAEHIK@V XX DV, TV BOUPAODTUDY, T@V
TUEAVAWY Kal TV EKENEEWY, TO OTOL0 ETUKAADTITEL TNV KQav Y @V abwwv Oupatwv
™G aveAénmg Blag kail Tovg agtevaypos e dnpoveyias. To péAdov g Cwng atov
mAavitn pag N 0a givat olkoAoyIKO Kal EINVIKO 1} AVOTTAQKTO.

To Otkovpeviko Matouoxeio, padi pé Tov ay@va yix Ty £ionvn, ) dikaoobvn
Kal ™V aAAnAeyyon, 0a cuvexicel v MOWTOOTATEL OTIHV TEOTTATIX TG QUIEWS,
OV AVAdELEN TG OIKOAOYIKNG OepaTIKNG 0¢ KeVTOIKO CHTNHA TOD DAXXOLTTIAVIKOD
Kal To0 dadENoKEIaKoD dAAGYOL, TNV TEOPBOAT| THS TNUATIAS TV XOWOTIAVIKOV
OIKOPIALKOV APX@V Kkal TaEadOoewy 0TO mAaIo diedvav Oeop@v, 0lkoAoYIK®V
OQYAVWIEWY, EMOTNHOVIKWV IDQUHATWY Kal TAS Kowvwviag twv moArtwv. Eipaote
BéPatot 6T cOHmEALn aTOV TopéR THS OIKOAOYIAG EVIoXDEL THY alocOnon TS KOWNg
£000VNg yix Ty Mol mEOG TO HEAAOV KAl dNUIOLOYEL VEES £DVOTKES TTQOOTITUKES.

Entavepxopevor ot 0o avagéoape oé maAatoteoo Mijvopua pag, kadovue éx
vEOU Tig ava v otkovpévn Erapyieg g Mnteog ExkAnoiag, tig évopieg kal Tic &g
Movég, vx avanTOEOUV GUVTOVIOUEVES DOATEIS KL CUYKEKOIMEVES TAQEUPATELS VI
THV KWV TOTOMON TV TUOTQV, ué Epeaat) ot dlanadaywynon g véag yevias. 'H
£QAaQUOYN TWV OIKOAOYIK@V CUVETEILWV TNG TUOTEWS pag oty maln amoteAel
kaQoowotikt) didotaon g Op06d0ENS pag wTEoowniac.

ZT0 mveDPA avTo, £0XOHEVOL TEOG OAOLS Tag alol Kl TOADKAQTO O& £y
ayafa kai 0eaQeoTa TO VEO EKKANCIAGTIKO £TOG, KAAODHE TX AV TV DENALO TEKVX
™™g Aylag to0 Xowtod MeyaAne ExkAnoiag va Coov olko@Atka kat @AadeAa, v
TQOCEVXOVTAL YIA THV KTIOT) KAL TNV €101)VN), VA AY@VILOVTAL YIX TNV AKEQXIOTNTA TOD
QUOIKOD TEQIBAAAOVTOS Kal TNV &epooia, kabwg kal yux v éumédwon tov
TOAMTITHOD TAG AAANAEYYING, Kal EMKAAOVUAOTE GE TG, HE TNV HETITER KAl TV
npootacia ™mg MNavayiag Beotokov g IMappakagiotov, ) Celdwon xaon kat o
péya EAeog tob mavoBevovg Kriom t@v andvrwv kai mavteAejuovog ©eod g
ayanne.

EvAoynuévo ekkAnoxatico £tog, adeA@ot kat tékva £v Kuplw!

2025, Zemreppoiov 10
O KwvotavtivourtoAews
damuog mEOg Bed evxETS OAwY gag

Prot. No. 605
1t BARTHOLOMEW
By the Mercy of God
Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch
Grace, Peace, and Mercy unto the Plenitude of the Church
From the Fashioner of All Creation

Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ
¥ % ¥

Most honorable brother Hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord,

By the good pleasure of God the giver of all, we embark today upon a new
ecclesiastical year, glorifying His heavenly name for the uninterrupted and bounteous
fruitfulness of the initiatives of His Holy Great Church in the field of creation’s
protection. The Ecumenical Patriarchate not only highlighted the seriousness of
environmental issues from an early stage, but also focused attention on their
foundational causes—which are inner, spiritual, and moral —and proposed solutions
based on an Orthodox eucharistic and ascetic ethos.

Orthodoxy, in her faith, divine worship, and witness to the world is, one could
say, the eco-friendly form of Christianity. Thus, the proclamation of the Feast of the
Indiction as a day of prayer for the protection of the natural environment was not
merely a reaction to the contemporary ecological crisis, but a natural extension of the
Church’slife as “applied ecology.” From the beginning, we declared the inseparability
of respect for creation and the human person, revealing the common root and
interconnection of environmental and social problems. Alienation from God breeds a
possessive and exploitative attitude and behavior toward creation and fellow human
beings, while life in and according to Christ is a source of environmental sensitivity
and philanthropic action. As the Lord said: “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a
corrupt tree bears evil fruit. A good tree cannot bear evil fruit, and a corrupt tree
cannot bear good fruit” (Matthew 7:17-18).

Respect for spiritual values sharpens our discernment of what is good and what
must be done. Indifference toward the Transcendent and the “anthropomonism” that
follows lead to the entrapment of the human being in the earthly, thatis, to a shrinking
of his freedom into pragmatic choices and decisions, always intertwined with
superficial views of reality and with the identification of the good with “what happens
to be useful.” The timely call for “ecological repentance” —beyond the call to remorse
for the ecological damage already inflicted —and to a radical change in mindset and
behavior toward creation, also points to the need to transcend the erroneous stance
that upholds the view of the environmentally destructive “self-regulating economy”
as the only path to development. This stance further fuels the naive belief in nature’s
alleged ability to regenerate itself indefinitely, despite the human-induced burdens it
suffers, such as the intensification of climate change and its devastating global
consequences. Today, in addition to all this, is added the pandemonium of war cries,



bombings, missiles and explosions, which drowns out the cry of the innocent victims
of merciless violence and the groaning of creation. The future of life on our planet will
either be ecological and peaceful —or nonexistent.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, alongside its struggle for peace, justice, and
solidarity, will continue to lead in protecting nature, upholding ecological themes as
central issues in inter-Christian and interfaith dialogue, and promoting the
significance of Christian eco-friendly principles and traditions within international
institutions, environmental organizations, scientific foundations, and civil society. We
are confident that cooperation in the field of ecology strengthens our sense of shared
responsibility for the future and opens up new and favorable prospects.

Returning to what we stated in a previous Message, we once again call upon
the Metropolises of the Mother Church around the world, parishes, and monasteries
to develop coordinated actions and specific interventions to mobilize the faithful, with
emphasis on educating the younger generation. Applying the ecological implications
of our faith in practice is a defining aspect of our Orthodox identity.

In this spirit, we wish you all a blessed and fruitful ecclesiastical year in good
and God-pleasing works. We call upon the children of the Holy Great Church of Christ
across the globe to live in a true eco-friendly manner and in brotherly love, to pray for
creation and for peace, to strive for the integrity of the natural environment and
sustainability, and to cultivate a culture of solidarity. Through the intercession and
protection of the Most Holy Theotokos Pammakaristos, we invoke upon you the life-
giving grace and great mercy of the Almighty Creator and All-Merciful God of love.

Blessed Ecclesiastical Year, brothers and children in the Lord!

September 1, 2025
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God

AoOu. IMowr.: 605

tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQ ©EOY APXIETIIZEKOTIOZ
KONIZTANTINOYTIOAEQZ-NEAZ POMHE
KAT OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHE
ZE OAO TO TTAHPOMA THZ EKKAHZIAZ XAPH, EIPHNH KAI EAEOZ
ATTO TON AHMIOYPTO IMMTAZHE THEZ KTIZEQZ
KYPIO KAI @EO KAI ZOTHPA MAZ IHEZOY XPIZTO

LR
Tiptator adeAgot Tepaoyxeg kai téva év Kuolw evAoynuéva,

Mé v evdokia o0 TavdwEoL 0D, EICEQXOHAOTE ONUEQX OTO VEO
ERANTIAOTIKO £T0G, DOEOAOYODVTES TO VTIEQOLEAVIO GVORA Tov Y TV adldoTaaT
daiAn kapmoopia v mewtofovAiwy e Ayiag Tov MeyaAng ExkAnoiag oto
X000 TNE TEOTTATIAG TG KTIoEws. TO Oikovpevicd TTaTOaEX£10 OXt HOVO ETonpave
fykaiows ) coPapdTnTa TV TEOIPAAAOVTIKOV TOOPANHATWY, AAAQ EoToede TV
TEOCOXT) OTA AITIX TOVG, OTIG £0WTEQIKEG, MVevpaTiceg kai noucég kataBoAés toug,
Kat moTeve Avoelg Emit ) Pacer o0 VPO0dOLOL ELXAQIOTIAKOD KAl ATKNTIKOD
noove.

‘H Op0odolia we miotn, Oeix Aatoeia kal &ykdopua paotuoia eivar 1
OKOPIALKT) HOEPT TOU XOIOTIAVITHOU. Mé TV évvotx avTh, 1) avaknouén e £00ThG
¢ Tvdiktov o¢ Hpdoa moooevxng UL TG TEOOTAGIAG TOL QLGLKOD TEQIBAAAOVTOG
div vmNELe anmAa avtidpaon T GUYXEOVI OIKOAOYIKT KOIOT), AAAQ cuvimea kal
npoéktaon ™ Cwne g ExkAnoiag wg «é@aopoopévng otkoAoyiag». EE aoxne
daKNELEApE Kal TO AdIAIRETO TOD TEPAGTHOL THG dNUIOLEYIAS Kal TOD avOQwmvou
TOOTWTOL Kl avadel&ape v kowvn olCa kai v aAAnAovyia meoParAovtikav kai
KOW@VIK@V TROPANpAToV. 'H anmopdkouvon and to @ed yevvg v ktnTucr) kai
ERPETAAAELVTIKT) OTAOT) KA CUPTEQUPOOA EVAVTL THE KTITEWS KAl TOL cuvavipwmov,
v 1) v Xo1om@ kad kata Xootov Lwny eivar mnyn) meotPaAdovtucs evaiodnolag kai
@A avOownNe dpaanc. Zopewva pé 1o Adyo oo Kuplov, «ka&0e kaAo dévdoo kavel
KAXOTOUG KAAOUS, OGS TO TATIO DEVOO KAVEL TOVIOLE KaTovs. Eva kaAd dévopo
OV HTOQEL VA KAVEL TTOVNOOUG KAQTOUE, 0UTE PTOREL £V OATIO DEVOQO VA KAVEL
KAAOUE KaRTOVGH!.

‘O 0ePpacpog TV MvELPATIKOV A&V, OELVEL TO algONTHOO pag Y o ayado
kat 10 moaktéo. H adugoola yux 1o Ymeopatued kai O ovvakoAovbog
«avOQWMOHOVITNAOG»  OdNYOUV 0& EyKAWPIONO ToD avOpwmov ot yewdn, o
gLEOlkvwon e EAev0e0iag TOL T8 MEAYHATIOTIKES ETUAOYEC Kal ATOQPATELS,
TUVLQATUEVEG TTAVTOTE ME EMPAVEIAKES OEWENTES TOV TOAYHATWOY Kal pE TV
tavTion o ayabov pE 10 «mequotaciakd Xonotpo». ‘O énikapog Adyog mepl

U ertav dEvOpov ayadov kapmos kKaAoUS molel, O d¢ gamEOv dEVOPOV KamoLg
TOVNEOUE TOLEL OV dOVATALDEVOVOV aya OOV KAETOUE TOVHVOVE TOLELY, OUOE DEVOQOV
TamEOV KAETOVG KaAAOVS otetvy, (Mat0. ', 17 - 18).



