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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion –  Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”) 
Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of strength 
has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. First-born 
among the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has granted to the world 
His Great Mercy. 
 

Festal Apolytikion – Theotoke aiparthene (“Ever-virgin Theotokos”) 
Ever-virgin Theotokos, the shelter of mankind, you have given to your City as a protective wall the clothing 
and garment that you wore on your immaculate body. By your seedless childbirth, they have remained 
incorrupt. For in you both nature and time are made novel. Therefore we implore you, grant peace to your 
commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην 
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni 
Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought 
up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together 
intercede with God for us all. 

 

Seasonal Kontakion – Tin theodhochon ghastera sou (“Your sacred belt (encircling the God-
carrying womb”) 

The precious garment that you wore about your body * that hosted God, O all-blessed Theotokos, * 
truly is power unassailable * for your City and a treasure whose blessings are perpetual, * O only 
Ever-virgin who bore a child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Welcome Back Picnic: We are excited to invite you 

to our Welcome Back Picnic on Sunday, September 7th, after 

Divine Liturgy, as we come together in fellowship to begin a 

new church year. This will be a wonderful opportunity to 

reconnect, share a meal, and enjoy time with our parish family. 

To make this day a success, we kindly ask all St. Sophia parishioners and ministries 

to help by signing up to bring a food item. Your contribution will ensure a joyful and 

abundant celebration for everyone.   

Please use the following SignUpGenius link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4AA4A828A4F85-57980693-welcome  

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a day of fun, food, and 
fellowship together! 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 9:1-7 

 

 My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
Verse: For he has regarded the humility of his servant. 

 
BRETHREN, the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was 
prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence; 
it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having 
the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which 
contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the 
covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually 
into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and 
he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the 
people. 

 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Ἑβραίους 9:1-7 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα   

 

Μεγαλύνει ἡ ψυχή μου τὸν Κύριον, καὶ ἠγαλλίασε τὸ πνεῦμά μου ἐπὶ τῷ Θεῷ τῷ 
σωτῆρί μου. 

Στίχ. Ὅτι ἐπέβλεψεν ἐπὶ τὴν ταπείνωσιν τῆς δούλης αὐτοῦ.       
 
Ἀδελφοί, εἶχεν ἡ πρώτη σκηνὴ δικαιώματα λατρείας, τό τε ἅγιον κοσμικόν. Σκηνὴ γὰρ 
κατεσκευάσθη ἡ πρώτη, ἐν ᾗ ἥ τε λυχνία καὶ ἡ τράπεζα καὶ ἡ πρόθεσις τῶν ἄρτων, ἥτις λέγεται 
ἅγια. Μετὰ δὲ τὸ δεύτερον καταπέτασμα σκηνὴ ἡ λεγομένη ἅγια ἁγίων, χρυσοῦν ἔχουσα 
θυμιατήριον, καὶ τὴν κιβωτὸν τῆς διαθήκης περικεκαλυμμένην πάντοθεν χρυσίῳ, ἐν ᾗ στάμνος 
χρυσῆ ἔχουσα τὸ μάννα, καὶ ἡ ῥάβδος Ἀαρὼν ἡ βλαστήσασα, καὶ αἱ πλάκες τῆς διαθήκης· 
ὑπεράνω δὲ αὐτῆς Χερουβὶμ δόξης κατασκιάζοντα τὸ ἱλαστήριον· περὶ ὧν οὐκ ἔστιν νῦν λέγειν 
κατὰ μέρος. Τούτων δὲ οὕτως κατεσκευασμένων, εἰς μὲν τὴν πρώτην σκηνὴν διὰ παντὸς εἰσίασιν 
οἱ ἱερεῖς, τὰς λατρείας ἐπιτελοῦντες· εἰς δὲ τὴν δευτέραν ἅπαξ τοῦ ἐνιαυτοῦ μόνος ὁ ἀρχιερεύς, 
οὐ χωρὶς αἵματος, ὃ προσφέρει ὑπὲρ ἑαυτοῦ καὶ τῶν τοῦ λαοῦ ἀγνοημάτων· 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4AA4A828A4F85-57980693-welcome


 

 
GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Matthew 19:16-26 
  
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, "Good Teacher, what good deed 
must I do, to have eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you call me good? One there is who is 
good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said, 
"You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 
Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yourself." The young man said 
to him, "All these I have observed; what do I still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, 
go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. 
 
And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, 
saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 19:16-26 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, νεανίσκος τις προσῆλθε τῷ Ἰησοῦ, γονυπετῶν αὐτόν, καὶ λέγων· Διδάσκαλε 
ἀγαθέ, τί ἀγαθὸν ποιήσω ἵνα ἔχω ζωὴν αἰώνιον; ‘O δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τί με λέγεις ἀγαθόν; οὐδεὶς 
ἀγαθὸς εἰ μὴ εἷς ὁ Θεός. εἰ δὲ θέλεις εἰσελθεῖν εἰς τὴν ζωήν, τήρησον τὰς ἐντολάς. λέγει αὐτῷ· 
ποίας; ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπε· τὸ οὐ φονεύσεις, οὐ μοιχεύσεις, οὐ κλέψεις, οὐ ψευδομαρτυρήσεις, τίμα 
τὸν πατέρα καὶ τὴν μητέρα, καὶ ἀγαπήσεις τὸν πλησίον σου ὡς σεαυτόν. λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ νεανίσκος· 
πάντα ταῦτα ἐφυλαξάμην ἐκ νεότητός μου· τί ἔτι ὑστερῶ; ἔφη αὐτῷ ὁ ῾Ιησοῦς· εἰ θέλεις τέλειος 
εἶναι, ὕπαγε πώλησόν σου τὰ ὑπάρχοντα καὶ δὸς πτωχοῖς, καὶ ἕξεις θησαυρὸν ἐν οὐρανῷ, καὶ 
δεῦρο ἀκολούθει μοι. ἀκούσας δὲ ὁ νεανίσκος τὸν λόγον ἀπῆλθε λυπούμενος· ἦν γὰρ ἔχων 
κτήματα πολλά. ῾Ο δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπε τοῖς μαθηταῖς αὐτοῦ· ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν ὅτι δυσκόλως πλούσιος 
εἰσελεύσεται εἰς τὴν βασιλείαν τῶν οὐρανῶν. πάλιν δὲ λέγω ὑμῖν, εὐκοπώτερόν ἐστι κάμηλον διὰ 
τρυπήματος ῥαφίδος διελθεῖν ἢ πλούσιον εἰς τὴν βασιλείαν τοῦ Θεοῦ εἰσελθεῖν. ἀκούσαντες δὲ οἱ 
μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ ἐξεπλήσσοντο σφόδρα λέγοντες· τίς ἄρα δύναται σωθῆναι; ἐμβλέψας δὲ ὁ ̓ Ιησοῦς 
εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· παρὰ ἀνθρώποις τοῦτο ἀδύνατόν ἐστι, παρὰ δὲ Θεῷ πάντα δυνατά ἐστι. 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's 
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing 
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of 
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to 
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is 
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your 
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Leo and Bonnie Koletas for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 
Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available in the Narthex and on 
our website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.  
 
Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is now open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries. 
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool.  
Kindly sign up your children for Sunday School and Youth Ministries by August 30th. The first day of 
Sunday School (and blessing of the backpacks) is September 7th. Please have your children bring 
their school backpack to Divine Liturgy that day to be blessed. 

 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of August 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $268,819.81. 
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to 
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
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