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August 17, 2025
10th Sunday of Matthew
Myron the Martyr of Cyzicus
Straton, Philip, Eutychian, & Cyprian the Martyrs of Nicomedea
Afterfeast of the Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”)

The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers guarded Your
Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world Your gift of Life. For this
do the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower. Glory to Your Resurrection and glory to Your
Kingdom. Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man.

Apolytikion for the Dormition — En ti Ghennisi (“In Giving Birth”)

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not desert the world, O Theotokos.
You were transported to life, as you are Mother of Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls
from death.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

O¢ ehaia kard kaprro¢ avefAdotnoag, év taic avAaic tou Kupiou, Zogia udpruc oeuvh, kai
mpoarjyayec XpiaTw Kaptrdv n ddrarov, Tou¢ 1i¢ vnduog oou BAaartouc, oi a ywvwy ebaywv, Aydmnv
1€ Kai "EAmida auv ) Bedgpovi MMioTel, uebwv duowirel UTEP TTAVIWY HUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni
Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr

dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought
up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together
intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — Tin en presvies (“In her intercessions”)

The Theotokos is undying in intercession.* Immovable is our hope in her for protection. * Neither death nor
burial prevailed over her. * As she is Mother of Life, she was removed to life by Him, * the Lord who lived in
her ever-virgin womb.

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known fo God, and the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive." Matthew 21.22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our "Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/fforms.office.com/rl. ZAHY16LSZ OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request .




August Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are
designated to a specific charitable organization selected by Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for August will be provided to Motley’s
Mission. This worthy nonprofit supports families who are affected by a loved one’s
mental health battles. You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at
www.motleysmission.org.

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to
St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank you for your
generosity!

ST. SOPHIA/SS. FAITH, HOPE & AGAPE
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 7th

FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL &
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILDREN
BRING THEIR SCHOOL BACKPACK
TO LITURGY TO BE BLESSED

BEESe
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== MINISTRIES == "5 scnoor & vourn mmsees.

WE HAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES!
@E@ U%TU@N KINDLY REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN
BY AUGUST 30, 2025

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 4:9-16

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous:

Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; because we
have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you
are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To
the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, and we labor,
working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered,
we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all
things. | do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For
though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For | became your father
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. | urge you, then, be imitators of me.

Avayvwoig €mMOToARS
Npog Kopivlioug o' 4:9-16 10 avayvwopa

[évoiro, Kupie, 10 £Ac6¢ oou 9" NUAC.
Zriy. AyaAAiaobe dikaior €v Kupiw

Adehgoi, 6 Bedg AUAG Toug amoaTéAoug Eaxatoug amédeltev wg €mBavartioug: OTI BEatpov
£yevnonuev TGO kOOPW, Kai ayyéAoig, kai avBpwroig. ‘Hueic uwpoi di1a XpiaTov, UpEic 3¢ ppdviol
€V XpI10TQ)- NUETS Aabeveig, Upeic OE iaxupoi- UUETS Evdolol, NETS O€ aTiyol. Axpl TAG GpTI (PAS
kai TEIVAOpEY, Kai IWEY, Kai yupvnTeUouey, Kai KoAa@i{oueda, Kai aaTatoduey, Kai KOTTIGOHEY
épyalouevol  Taic idiaig  xepaiv:  AoidopoUpevol  €UAoyoTuev:  dlwkouevol  Avexoueda:
BAao@nuoUpevol TrapakaAoTuev: we Tepikabdpuara 100 KOOUOU £yevABnueY, TTAVIWY TrEPIPNUA
Ewc Gpti. OUK EvTpémwv UpAC ypaew TadTa, AN w¢ Tékva pou ayarnTa vouBet®. 'Edv yap
Hupioug Taudaywyoug £xnTe v XpIaT@, AN’ oU TToAOUG TTaTépag: £V yap XpioT( Incol dic 100
gvayyehiou €yk UpdC éyévwnoa. MapakaAd o0v UPECS, pipnTai Jou yiveaBe.


http://www.motleysmission.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Matthew 17:14-23

At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before him said, "Lord, have mercy on my son,
for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.
And | brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him." And Jesus answered, "O faithless
and perverse generation, how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you? Bring him
here to me." And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured
instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" He
said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly | say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move hence to yonder place,' and it will move; and nothing will
be impossible to you. But this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting." As they were
gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men,
and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day."

EVAITEAION
‘Ek 100 Kara Mat@aiov 17:14-23 EUayyeAiou 10 Avayvwopa

T® Kalp® €keiv, ENBSVTWY alT@V PO TOV OxAov TTPooABeY aUT( GvBPWITOG YOVUTIETGOV
auTtov kai Aéywv- Kupie, ENEnoOV Pou TOV Uidv, OTI aeAnviadetal kai kak@g TAaXEl - TTOAMAKIG
yap TrimTel €ig 10 TP Kai TOMAKIS €i¢ 1O Udwp. kai TTPOGVEYKA aUTOV TOIQ HaBnTai¢ oou, Kai
oUK RduvABnoav autdv Beparmedoal. GmokpiBeic 88 O 'Inoolc eimev: () yeved GTOTOC Kai
Sieatpappévn! Ewg ToTe Ecopal PeB” UPQV; Ewg TTOTE GvEEopal UHGIV; PEPETE oI aUTOV (WBE. Kai
EeTipnoey aut® O 'Inoolc, kai £EAABev am’ auTod 10 daiudviov kai €6epameion O Tai¢ ATO
TAC (pag éxeivng. TOTE TIPoaeABOVTES oi pabnTai T ‘Inool kar' idiav efmmov: diari ALEIC oUK
ABUVABNUEY EkPaelv auTd; © 8¢ 'Inoolc eimev aUToic: di& TAV AmaTiav UP@V. GuRv yap Aéyw
UMV, £Qv ExnTe TTHOTIV WG KOKKOV OIVATIEWS, EPETTE T Opel TOUTW), UETARNBI £vielBev €kel, Kali
ueTaprjoeTal, kai o0&V dduvarroel UKTv. To0T0 OE TO Yévog 0UK EKTTOPEUETAI €i W) £V TIPOOEUXH
Kai vnoTeia. "AvaoTpegopévwy 8¢ aUTGV eic THv FahiAaiav ey auToic 6 “Incolc- uéMer & uidg
100 &vBpwou apadidoabai €ig Xeipag avBpwTwy Kai &tmoktevoTaiv auTdv, Kai TR Tpitn Nuépa
&yepBroeTal. kai EAutriBnoav opddpoa.

Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available in the Narthex and on
our website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.

Register for Youth Ministries: Registration is now open for Sunday School and Youth Ministries.
For more information about Sunday School please visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool.
Kindly sign up your children for Sunday School and Youth Ministries by August 30t. The first day of
Sunday School (and blessing of the backpacks) is September 7th. Please have your children bring
their school backpack to Divine Liturgy that day to be blessed.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Aug. 17th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
10t Sunday of Matthew
Sun. Aug. 24th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11t Sunday of Matthew
Fr. Gregory Rubis serving as Fr. Symeon is on vacation
Sun. Aug. 31st 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12th Sunday of Matthew
Mon. Sept. 1st Labor Day — The Parish office is closed
Sat. Sept. 6th 10:00 am Blessing of the Animals (Community Event)
Sun. Sept. 7th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday Before Holy Cross

Blessing of Backpacks & Sunday School Begins
Parish Welcome Back Bash after Liturgy

Mon. Sept. 8t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Nativity of the Theotokos
Sat. Sept. 13th 5:00 pm Vespers - Elevation of the Cross
Sun. Sept. 14t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Mon. Sept. 15t 5:.00 pm Greek School Begins/Agiasmos (Children)
Tues. Sept. 16t 6:30 pm Great Vespers & Artoklasia

St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape
Dessert reception to follow

Wed. Sept. 17t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape

Sun. Sept. 21st 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday after Holy Cross

12:30 pm  Greek School Begins/Agiasmos (Adults)


https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundayschool
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St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha — of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H ETrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

40-day Baby Blessing: Mr. & Mrs. Alex and Patricia Kamaratos present their first child, a boy, for
the traditional 40-day baby blessing. May God bless Andreas Manolis and his parents!

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Katherine Tsipras for offering today’s coffee hour in memory of her
beloved sister Maria.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of August 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $268,819.81.
Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to
reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried:;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen




ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tdtep MUdV O £v TOIC OVPAVOTS
Yot Te 16 Ovopd cov,
£LPET® 1) Pactreia cov,
yevnOTe 10 OEAN U Gov, O¢
&v ovpav® Kkoi £ml TS Yiic.

Tov aptov qudV oV

EMOVGLOV 3OS UiV

ONUEPOV Kai Gpes MUY T4
opsuaTa NUAY, O Kol NUES
apiepey 101 OPEETAIS NUAY Kol
) eloeveykng UG &ig
REWPUCHOV, ARG pOoaL NS 4o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter i-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min
si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta i-mon, os ke i-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes i-modn ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday . wordpress.com

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.



ST. SOPHIA GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH

' Nov.
: Open from Lun .

Hours:

Fri., Nov 7: 11AM - 8PM
Sat, Nov 8: 11AM - 8PM
Sun., Nov 9: Noon — 6PM

- Serving Authentic Greek Food Daily

Area’s Best Greek Food & Pastries

Moussaka, Pastitsio, Galaktoboureko, Baklava, Gyro, Souvlaki,
Spanakopita & many other fine Greek favorites.

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

For more information visit: www.saintsophiachurch.org or call: {(610) 650-8960

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 900 South Trooper Road, |effersonville PA 19403
From Rte 202, 422W to Trooper Road Exit {Rte 363N}, on Right Side before Walmart

EAAHNIKO ZXOAEIO ATIAZ ZOPIAZ

MAOGAINQ EAAHNIKA

FALL 2025
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

CHILDREN AND ADULT CLASSES
e BEGINNERS

e INTERMEDIATE

e ADVANCED

For more information contact Mrs. Klapakis at
623-363-0980 or via email dimitraklapakis19@gmail.com
OR visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool



https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/Greek-School/Greek-Language-Registration-Packet-2025-2026.pdf

-+ PHILADELPHIA <

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding. Shelter. and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did

for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).

3+,

ST. SOPHIA PRESENTS

[OCTOBER 4. 2025 ]

DOORS OPEN AT 5PM - TRIVIA BEGINS AT 6PM
REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE - OCTOBER Ist

$25 Adults / $20 Students
Coffee & Dessert Included - BYOB

ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
900 S TROOPER RD, JEFFERSONVILLE, PA 19403

REGISTRATIONDETAILSON:

wuwuw.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite

Please bring non-perishable food items for the Patrician Society
receive a special raffle ticket




Give Blood!

+ American
L Red Cross

Interfaith Blood Drive

to address the nation-wide blood shortage

Joint effort of congregations from:

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Wednesday, October 1, 2025
1:30 pm - 6:30 pm
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

2530 Stinson Lane
Norristown, PA 19403

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Search using code: PAinterfaith
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

£2015 The American National Red Cross

The Greater Philadelphia Committee of IOCC invites you to the

14TH ANNUAL BANQUET TO BENEFIT IOCC
Sunday, October 26, 2025

3:30pm Hors d’Oeuvres & Silent Auction ¢ 5:00pm Dinner & Program

Come and learn about IOCC's programs around the world and how your support
makes a difference in places like Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US.
Adelphia Restaurant, Pan Athenian Grand Ballroom
1750 Clements Bridge Rd., Deptford, NJ 08096

To reserve your place and for sponsorships, sce your parish rep or visit
iocc.org/philadelphia

Or make checks out to TOCC and mail to

IOCC | 110 West Road, Suite 360 | Baltimore, MD 21204

Tickets: $85 per person
Questions? E-mail Theodora Veronis at TVeronis@iocc.org

ST.SOPHIA PARISH REPS: Tina Coutavas 215-518-0192 and Tom Cox 215-859-1009

The following sponsorship opportunities are available:

[[] Grand Benefactor ($3,000+) - includes 10 guests [] Sponsor ($300) - includes 4 gucsts
[] Great Benefactor ($2,000) - includes 8 guests [] Friend ($250) - includes 2 guests
[] Benefactor ($1,000) - includes 6 guests

Sponsorships received by Oct. 17 will be recognized in the program.






