St. Sophia/SS. Faith, Hope & Agape Greek Orthodox Church
August 3, 2025

@ EYEWITNESS TO HIS GLORY >

s our Lord’s public ministry was coming to an end, He found Himself
ﬂ making that final journey to Jerusalem to confront His destiny. Before His

suffering and ultimate death on the Cross, Jesus wanted to give His
Apostles a glimpse of His Divinity, so that they might be able to better endure the
dark days that would lie ahead. He ordered Peter, James and John to accompany
Him on a rugged climb to the peak of Mt. Tabor. Here He would be “changed”
before their very eyes, with “ ... His face shining as the sun and His garments
becoming white as snow.” The 3 Apostles would also see a vision of Moses and
Elijah of the Old Testament appearing with the transfigured Christ, causing Peter to
cry out: “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” (Matthew 17:4) In an instant,
however, this miraculous event was over, and Christ and His faithful followers had to
leave this radiant setting behind and embark along the rugged road to Golgotha. It
would be awhile before Peter and the others would comprehend the magnitude of
what they had been privileged to see. Truly, they had been “eyewitnesses” to the
glory of God, as Peter would write about later in one of his epistles.

Our Lord’s Transfiguration should serve to remind us that we, too, are
“eyewitnesses” to God’s glory. We repeatedly see how He touches the lives of all
of us — how He bestows His many blessings upon us and answers our prayers. We
see His love for us constantly. When we are faithful, great things are revealed to us
— just as they were to Peter, James and John on Mt. Tabor. Yes, it is good for us
to be here in our own Christian communities as we strive to further the growth of
the Kingdom of God on earth. If our efforts are sincere, rest assured that we will,
one day, bask in the Light of Christ forever in the Kingdom of Heaven.
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August 3, 2025
8th Sunday of Matthew
Isaacius, Dalmatus, & Faustus, Ascetics of the Dalmation Monastery
Salome the Holy Myrrhbearer
Theoctistus the Wonderworker
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Katelisas to Stavro (“By Thy Cross Destroyed”)

O Death didst Thou destroy by Thy Cross. Thou opened Paradise to the Thief and the laments of
the myrrhbearers didst Thou change and to Thine own Apostles command them to announce that
Thou had risen O Christ our God, Who gives to the World Thy Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of St. SophialSs. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc eAaia kara kaptro¢ aveBAdatnoacg, év raic avAaic Ttou Kupiou, Zogia udprus aguvn, kai
mpoanyayec Xp1oTw KapTrov n durarov, ToUs ¢ vnduog oou fAaatouc, oi a ywvwy elaywy,
Ayarnyv te kai "EAmida alv mn Bedppovi [MioTel, ebwv UCWITEI UTTED TTAVIWV AUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida,
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia

martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — Epi tou Orous metemorfothis (“Upon the mountain were You
transfigured”)

Upon the mountain were You transfigured, and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far as they were
able, O Christ our God; so that when they would see You crucified they might understand that Your
Passion was deliberate, and declare to the world that in truth You are the Father’s radiance.

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known fo God, and the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4.6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21:22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our "Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:

1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https://forms.office.com/rl. ZAHY16L.SZ OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request .




August Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are
designated to a specific charitable organization selected by Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for August will be provided to Motley’s
Mission. This worthy nonprofit supports families who are affected by a loved one’s
mental health battles. You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at
www.motleysmission.org.

Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to
St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank you for your
generosity!

PLEASE JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS TO PROVIDE BACKPACKS AND
SUPPLIES FOR WHITEHALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

-
-
-
-
-
-

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 1:10-17

The Lord will give strength to his people.
Verse: Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory.

Brethren, | appeal to you by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there
be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For
it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. What
| mean is that each one of you says, "l belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "l belong to
Cephas," or "l belong to Christ." Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispos and Gaius; lest any one
should say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas.
Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized any one else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize
but to preach the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power.

Avayvwoig €mOToARS
Npog KopivBioug a' 1:10-17 10 avayvwopa

Kupiog ioxuv e Aaw aurol dwoel.
Zriy. ‘Evéykare 1@ Kupiw uioi @cod, évéykare T Kupiw 668av kai Tiunv.

A6£)\<p0| TOPAKAAQ O& UGG, a6£)\<p0| o014 100 ovoponog 100 KUpiou r]pwv Inoou XplO‘TOU iva
10 aUTO AéynTe TAVTEC, Kail W) A £V U|JIV oxiopara, ATe 58 KaTnpncpsvm €V TG aUT® Vol Kai £V T
auTh yvwun. EdnAwdn yép por epi U@V, AdeAQOI pou, UTTO TGV XAONG, OTI EpIdeC £V UMV €iaIv.
Aéyw 6€ T00T0, OTI EKAOTOG UGV Aéyel, 'Eyw Wév eipl Mavhou, ‘Eyw 6& Aolw, Eyw 6¢ Kned,
Eyw 8¢ Xpiotol. Mepépiotal 6 Xpiot6g; M MadAog éaTaupwbn Utép UUQY, A €i¢ 1O Gvoua
MavAou €RarTiobnTe; EUXapIoT® TG B OTI 0UdEVa UV ERATTION, €i Uy KpioTrov kai [diov-
fva ) TIC €itn 61 €ic 10 €podv Bvopa épammioa. ‘ERaTTIoa 8¢ kai TOV ITe@avé oikov: Aormov o0k
0ida €i Tiva GiMov €BamTioa. OU yap améaTeiMév pe Xpiotde Baricerv, &M ebayyeAileaar oUk
€V 000iar Adyou, iva un kevwbi 6 ataupdg 100 XpiaTod.


http://www.motleysmission.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Matthew 14:14-22

At that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them, and healed their sick. When
it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a lonely place, and the day is now over;
send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves." Jesus said, "They need
not go away; you give them something to eat." They said to him, "We have only five loaves here and
two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass;
and taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave
the loaves to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and
children. Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds.

EVAITEAION
'Ek 100 Kara Mat8aiov 14:14-22 EuayyeAiou 1O Avayvwopa

TG kaip®d ékeivw, 6NV © 'Inoolc €ide oAUV &xAov, kai EoTrAayyviodn & alToic kai
€0epammeEUaE TOUG APPWIOTOUG aUTWV. Oyiag d& yevopévng TTpoofiABov auT oi pabnrai auTod
Aéyovteg: Epnudg €oTiv O TOTOC Kai 1 wpa fdn mapAABev: amdAlucov Toug dyAoug, iva
(’ms)\ec')VTag €i¢ 104G Kd)pag dyopdowolv éGUTng Bpwyara. o 6¢ ’InooGg gimev GL’JTng oU xpeiav
£XOU0’IV AmeAOETV - 5bTE aumg ULETG payeiv. oi 8¢ Aéyouaiv aUTG - OUK EXOpEV COBE &i pr) TévTe
apToug kai 6Uo ixBUag. O 6¢ ite - (papeTs Lol aUToUC (WBE. Kai KEAEUOAE TOUG ox)\oug GVGK)\IGHVGI
&1 TOUG XOpToug, AaBwv Toug évte ApToug Kai Toug dUo ixBUuag, dvaBAéwag €ic TOV oupavov
£0AOYNOE, kai KAGoag E6wkE Toig pabnTaic Toug aptoug, oi 6€ uadntai Toig OxAoIg. Kai Epayov
TTAVTEC Kai £x0pTaadnaav, kai Apav 1O TEPICTedov TV KAAGHATWY SWSEKa KOPIVOUS TTARPEIC.
oi 8¢ éoBiovtec Aoav GVBPEC WOEl TEVTOKIOKIAIOl XWPIC YUVaIKGIV kai Traidiwv. Kai eubéwg
Avaykaoev 6 Inoolc ToU¢ pabnTag avTod £uPhval gig 1O AoTov Kai Tpodyelv alTov €ig TO TEpay,
£wc o0 amoAuan ToU¢ BYAOUC.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Aug. 3¢ 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

8t Sunday of Matthew
Mon. Aug. 4th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Tues. Aug. 5t 6:30 pm Vespers for Holy Transfiguration
Wed. Aug. 6t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Holy Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Thurs. Aug. 7th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Fri. Aug. 8t 6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos

7:00 pm Catechism & Potluck (in the church hall)

Sun. Aug. 10t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

9t Sunday of Matthew
Mon. Aug. 11t 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Tues. Aug. 12th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Wed. Aug. 13th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Thurs. Aug. 14t 4:30 pm Decoration of the Kouvouklion - As is our tradition, we will decorate

the kouvouklion with flowers for Great Vespers and the Divine Liturgy
for the Falling Asleep (Dormition) of the Theotokos. Everyone is
welcome to bring flowers from their gardens and to stay and help
decorate the kouvouklion.

6:30 pm Great Vespers & Artoklasia — Dormition of the Theotokos

Fri. Aug. 15th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Dormition of the Theotokos

Sun. Aug. 17th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
10t Sunday of Matthew

Sun. Aug. 24t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11th Sunday of Matthew

Sun. Aug. 31st 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12th Sunday of Matthew

A note from Fr. Symeon:

KoaAd pmqva! Blessed start to August!

During the first two weeks of August, the Church dedicates time to prayer and fasting in
honor of the Lord's mother, the Theotokos. For 14 days, we fast just like we do during
Great Lent; we abstain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs as we prepare ourselves to
commemorate the Dormition of the Theotokos. But we also increase our prayer with
weekday services, especially the Paraklesis to the Theotokos. I invite you and your families
to commit to prayer and fasting -- for these two weeks -- as we ask for the intercessions of
the Mother of God, the Panagia, to protect and guide us both personally and as a
community.

Then we can celebrate the "Summer Pascha" on August 15th with the love, joy, and
devotion befitting the Panagia.

Fr. Symeon
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St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our

Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha — of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H EtrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available in the Narthex and on
our website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of July 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $272,543.63. Thank
you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce
the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

Live streaming of Services: Liturgical services are now live streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT
need a YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to subscribe. Simply click
on the following link: http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF.

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried:;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen



https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tdtep MUdV O £v TOIC OVPAVOTS
Yot Te 16 Ovopd cov,
£LPET® 1) Pactreia cov,
yevnOTe 10 OEAN U Gov, O¢
&v ovpav® Kkoi £ml TS Yiic.

Tov aptov qudV oV

EMOVGLOV 3OS UiV

ONUEPOV Kai Gpes MUY T4
opsuaTa NUAY, O Kol NUES
apiepey 101 OPEETAIS NUAY Kol
) eloeveykng UG &ig
REWPUCHOV, ARG pOoaL NS 4o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter i-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min
si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta i-mon, os ke i-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes i-modn ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday . wordpress.com

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.



ST. SOPHIA GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Hours:
Fri., Nov 7: 11AM - 8PM

Sat., Nov 8: 11AM - 8PM
Sun., Nov 9: Noon — 6PM

W Serving Authentic Greek Food Daily

Area’s Best Greek Food & Pastries

Moussaka, Pastitsio, Galaktoboureko, Baklava, Gyro, Souvlaki,
Spanakopita & many other fine Greek favorites.

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

For more information visit: www.saintsophiachurch.org or call: {610) 650-8360

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 900 South Trooper Road, |effersonville PA 19403
From Rte 202, 422W to Trooper Road Exit {Rte 363N}, on Right Side before Walmart
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~+ PHILADELPHIA

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding. Shelter. and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).

MORTGAGE REDUCTION.CAMPAIGN

Following is the list of stewards and friends of St. Sophia who contributed to the

Mortgage Reduction Campaign for June. The total for June was $6,675.

We will continue to provide a monthly listing of Mortgage Reduction collections.from.the previous. month.

AHEPA Valley Forge Chapter 432

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. John Papadimitriou
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Patukas
Mrs. Shirley Tripolitis

Mrs. Evangelia A. Klapakis
Mr. & Mrs. Bart Kline
Mrs. Effie Liacouras

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Altum

Mr. & Mrs. Edward McAdoo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moses
Mrs. Bessie Neofotistos

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vail
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Witt

Mr. & Mrs. George Coutavas
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Diccianni

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Zarcone
Church Box -- 6/1/25

Ms. Eleni Evangelopoulos

Mr. Antaun Johnson

Dr. Marianne & Mr. Alexander

Nikas



Names for the Paraklesis Service

During the first fifteen days of August the Church sets aside time for the Chanting of the Small
Paraklesis Service. During the Service we honor the Theotokos and ask for her intercessions
for those who are living.

If you would like to submit names to be read, please list the BAPTISMAL FIRST NAMES
ONLY (for example, Nicholas = not Niko) of those living and return them to the Parish
Office by August | 5™,

JVames of the _/iving






