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NEEDLESS REPETITION OR A NEEDFUL REQUEST

A nyone who has ever attended a
service in the Orthodox Church
knows our most repeated prayer: LORD
HAVE MERCY! It is a singular response
to some petitions. At other times, it may
be sung or chanted three, twelve, forty or
even one hundred times. We hear these
three words so much that the question is
often raised: Is it really necessary to repeat
this plea over and over?

To give the proper answer to this
question, we must carefully examine what
we are actually asking for with this humble
prayer. True, we are petitioning God to
overlook our faults and sinfulness and be
merciful to us. Seeking forgiveness (or
mercy) from our Heavenly Father must
always be in our hearts and on our lips.
Yet constantly praying LORD HAVE MERCY

means much more than that. Some
translations of Sacred Scripture do not
exclusively use the word MERCY for the
Hebrew term HESED. It is also translated
as: compassion, gracious, generous and,
yes, LOVING. In essence, then, when we
pray LORD HAVE MERCY, we are asking
Him to shower us with His love and His
goodness. We are requesting His care and
His guidance. We are praying that He
will bestow upon us all of the things that
are necessary for our salvation.

A constant prayer of LORD HAVE
MERCY must encompass our entire being.
It is not a WASTE OF BREATH. On the
contrary, it is a beautiful way of reminding
ourselves of how dependent we are on our
Creator, and that EVERY GOOD AND
PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE.
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”)

Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of
strength has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death.
First-born among the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has
granted to the world His Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of St. SophialSs. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc ehaia kara kapmoc aveBAdatnoag, év raic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia udpruc asuvn, Kai
mpoarjyayec Xpiotw Kaptrov n durarov, ToUs 1r¢ vnduo¢ aou BAacTouc, Oi a ywvwv euaywy,
Ayarmyv te kai "EAmTida auv ) B8edppovi [MioTel, ebwv dUOWITEN UTTED TTAVIWV RUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn
ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr

dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts,
brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith;
together intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”)

O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are
sinners, do not ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to
you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you
always protect those who honor you.

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God, and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4.6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21:22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our "Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/forms.office.com/rl. ZAHY16LSZ OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request .
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-+ PHILADELPHIA

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, Shelter, and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did

for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in

= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link
below).

Link to SignUpGenius

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 6:18-23

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations.

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness. | am
speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once yielded
your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to
righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But then what return
did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death.
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you
get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Avayvwoig €moToARg
Npog ‘Pwpaioug 6:18-23 16 dvayvwaopa

YaAare T Osw Nuwv, waAare.
Zriy. Mavra & £8vn kpornoare xeipacg.

AdeA@oi, EAeuBepwBEvTe OE O TR apaptiag, €douAwdnTe TH dikaioguvn. AvBpwITivov
Aéyw d1a TRV agBéveiav THg oapkdg UNWV: LoTrep YA TTapeaTAaaTe TO UEAN UGV 6oTAa
TR akaBapaia kai 1f) avouia i TAv avopiav, oUTwg viv TapacTthoare T& péAn UV dolAa
17 dikaloolvn eic Gylaopdv. “Ote yap doOlol ATe TAC Guaptiac, éAelBepor ATE TH
SikaiooOvn. Tiva olv Kapmov eiyete T0Te €9’ oi¢ vOv émaioyiveaBe; T yaip TéAoC Ekeiviwv
Bavarog. Nuvi 8¢ £AcuBepwBévteg AmO THC GuapTiag, douAwBEvTEG OE T() BeD, EXETE TOV
KapTOV UMV €i¢ aylaouov, 10 8¢ 1éhog (wrv aiwviov. Ta yap owwvia TG AuapTiag
Bavarog, 10 6¢ xdpiopa 100 B0l {wn) aiwviog &v Xp1aT( Inaol TGO Kupiw HUGV.



GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Matthew 8:5-13

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him and
saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress." And he said to him, "l will
come and heal him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, | am not worthy to have you come under
my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For | am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me; and | say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come," and he comes, and to
my slave, 'Do this," and he does it." When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who
followed him, "Truly, | say to you, not even in Israel have | found such faith. | tell you, many will come
from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while
the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their
teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you as you have believed." And the servant
was healed at that very moment.

EVAITEAION
’Ek 100 Kara Mat@aiov 8:5-13 EUayygAiou 10 Avdyvwopa

T Kkalp® €keivw, €ioeAdSvT & aut® €i¢ Kamepvaoup mPoofiABev aut®d €KATOVTAPXKOG
TAPAKAAV auTOV Kai Aéywv- KOpie, O maic pou BERAnTal év TR oikia TapaAuTikdg, SEIViDG
BaoaviOuevog. kai Aéyel aUT® O 'Inool¢- €yw ENBwv Bepamelow autdv. Kai amokpifeic 6
EKATOVTOPX0G EQN - KUple, oUK il ikavodg iva pou UTd TRV aTéyny €ig€ABNG: GG ovov eie
AGyw, kai iaBroetal O Taig Pou. kai yap £yw AvBpwmdg eill UTO €¢ouaiay, Exwy UTT EPauTdv
oTPaTIWTAG, Kai Aéyw ToUTW, TTopeUdNTI, Kai TopeUetal, kai GAAW, £pxou, Kai Epyetal, Kai T
50UAw pou, Troinaov T0{To, Kai TroIET. AkoUaag 8¢ & *Inoolc Baluact kai e Toic akoAouBoTaIv:
GuAv Méyw UiV, oUdE év T ‘lopanA Tooalmy TioTiv eUpov. Aéyw 8¢ Upiv 6T TToAoi &mod
avaroA@v kai Suop@v fgoual kai dvakhiBrjoovtarl petd "ABpady kai ‘loadk kai ‘lakwp €v A
BaaiAeia TGOV 0Upav@y, oi &€ uioi TA¢ BaaiAeiag EkBANOACOVTaI €ig TO 0KATOG TO EEWTEPOV - EKET
€atar O kKAauBuog kai & BpuypOS TGV OBAVTWY. Kai eimev © 'Ingolc T ékatoviapyw - UTaye, Kai
wg¢ £TmiaTeUOag yevnOATW Gol. Kai iéBn O Traic auTod €v T WPQ Ekeivn.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. July 6th 8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

4th Sunday of Matthew
Fri. July 11th 6:30 pm Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) — in the church hall
Sat. July 12 5:00 pm Vespers
Sun. July 13th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council
Fri. July 18t 6:30 pm Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) — in the church hall
Sun. July 20th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

6th Sunday of Matthew; The Glorious Prophet Elias
Sun. July 27th 8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

7th Sunday of Matthew
Fri. Aug. 1st 6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos

7:00 pm Catechism & Potluck (in the church hall)

Sun. Aug. 3+ 8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

8th Sunday of Matthew
Mon. Aug. 4t 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Tues. Aug. 5t 6:30 pm Vespers for Holy Transfiguration
Wed. Aug. 6th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Holy Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Thurs. Aug. 7th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Fri. Aug. 8th 6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos

7:00 pm Catechism & Potluck (in the church hall)

Sun. Aug. 10th 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

gth Sunday of Matthew
Mon. Aug. 11th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Tues. Aug. 12th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Wed. Aug. 13th 6:30 pm Small Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Thurs. Aug. 14th 4:30 pm Decoration of the Kouvouklion — As is our tradition, we will decorate

the kouvouklion with flowers for Great Vespers and the Divine Liturgy
for the Falling Asleep (Dormition) of the Theotokos. Everyone is
welcome to bring flowers from their gardens and to stay and help
decorate the kouvouklion.
6:30 pm Great Vespers & Artoklasia — Dormition of the Theotokos
Fri. Aug. 15t 8:45am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Dormition of the Theotokos

WANTED! Coffee Hour Sponsors: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently.
We currently need coffee hour sponsors for the next several weeks. If you are interested in
sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the
back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. The sponsor is responsible for bringing the
food, but the church will supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate
waste and clutter. We ask that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church)
to offset these expenses. Thank you!
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St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha — of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H EmrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Vasili & Sofia Tatsis for offering today’s coffee hour.

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of July 1, 2025, our mortgage balance is $272,543.63. Thank
you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce
the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

Live streaming of Services: Liturgical services are now live streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT
need a YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to subscribe. Simply click
on the following link: http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior
Parea is open to all senior citizens of the
community. The meetings take place on
Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen



http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tdtep MUdV O £v TOIC OVPAVOTS
Yot Te 16 Ovopd cov,
£LPET® 1) Pactreia cov,
yevnOTe 10 OEAN U Gov, O¢
&v ovpav® Kkoi £ml TS Yiic.

Tov aptov qudV oV

EMOVGLOV 3OS UiV

ONUEPOV Kai Gpes MUY T4
opsuaTa NUAY, O Kol NUES
apiepey 101 OPEETAIS NUAY Kol
) eloeveykng UG &ig
REWPUCHOV, ARG pOoaL NS 4o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter i-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min
si-me-ron ke a-fes i-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta i-mon, os ke i-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes i-modn ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-p6
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday . wordpress.com

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.



kataywyns. Ouwg 1 aAnOwvn éAevBepia, oL elval amEOCWTOANTTI), UTOQEL VA
mEOEABEL HovAXa amo TO 0 Kal va olwoet uéoa oTo PAB0C TS KaEdLAC Hag.

'O Kvowog pag Inoovg Xowotog eime otoug pabnrég tov 0ti 1) aAnBewax Ba tolg
éAevBeowoet. AAMa ot Evav koo 6Tov 1 aAnBeix cuxva powlet BoAn, éoxetan 0To
VOU HAg 1) £0TN0T) TOU avBQwTov 7oL MaQédwoe TO XQLOTO 0TO 0TauoLko Bavarto: « Tt
oty aAnBela»; Mmogovpe v yvwoicovpe v aAnfeix, Hovo av maQaAuUEivovpe
Evwuévol e 0 Adyo, abtov oL avéPnke 0TO OTaEo HE dix 0éAnom, v va uag
CWOEL

Emouévag, éAdevbegia kait aAnOewa eivan depéveg Letald TOUS OTO TYOCWTO
Tov Xpiotov. Eav dév eipaote aAnBvoi avBowmol, dnAadr) éav d&v avijkovpe otV
aAnBeia, 6mwg eime 0 Koglog otov TTiAato (Tw. 18, 37), tote 6,11 PAémovpe kai
avTidaupavopaote O TAQAUEVEL DEUEVO LE TNV DTTOKELUEVIKT] LAS YVWUT] 1) HE TV
AKQLTT) ATIODOXT) 00wV Aéve ol dAAoL, kal OXL 1é TO AGYo ToL @eoD. AUTO d&V TauQiilet
010 PEOVNLUA kal T CLwr) oL Tpoteiver 1) 0006d0EN ExkAnoia kai 10 EvayyEéALo ToD
Xowotov.

Evd 1o Apeoucaviko "EOvog nag yiogtalel onueoa Ty uéoa g YEVVIOEWS
TOU, T OTLYLT) IOV O KOOHOG avalnTel ameyvwopéva v aAn e kal Ty eignvr), T
omola AToTEAODVY Kl T otafeoa omueia g Lwi)g péoa 0To PG ToU XQLOTOD, AG
anopacicovpe va yivovpe aAnOwvol padnréc tov. O Kvorog yvaweiler ) diha nag yix
£AevBegia KAl Yvawor), AAAX To dWEA AVTA T TQOOPEQEL AVAAOYA LUE TNV TUOTI Uag
Kol T kKaAd €Qya oL kAvoupe wg UTNEéTeg Tov. Ag meoonabhjoovue, Aomov, va
E(HAOTE TIHOL Kol TIOTOL HABNTES TOD AGYOU, YIX VX HTTOQECOVUE VX YVWOICOUUE THV

aAnBeix kot va oovue OvTwg EAev0egol!
Meta TOAATC tatouer)g £v Xoote ayamng,
]{3 _//t@/}(o.‘s /?77 O%COB
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 268/2025
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Fourth of July

Tuly 4, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

‘Edv ueic peivnte £v 100 ASy @ T Ened, aAnB e pabntad pot £0Te, kad yvaoecte
v aAfBetay, kai 1 aAjleia EdevBepacet bpdac. (kata Twodvvny 8:31-32)

If you abide in My Message, then you are truly My followers, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free. (John 8:31-32)

My beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

The Fourth of July 1s much more than the American celebration of liberty. It is the
memory of that moment of the turning of the tide, when a people who were abused by
the powerful chose to stand up for themselves and grasp for the freedom that their
conscience told them was their “unalienable right.” And this is the very same liberty that
we constantly strive to preserve and ensure in this blessed American land for the liberties
of all people, regardless of their race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin. However, a
true freedom that is equal for every human being can only come from God, in the inner
person.



The Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples that the truth would set them free. But in
a world where the truth oftentimes appears to be obscured, we find ourselves frequently
asking the same question as the man who ordered the crucifixion of our Lord did two
millennia ago, “What is truth?” If we are able to kiow the truth of things, then we must
also recognize that the condition for that knowledge is abiding in the Logos — the
Message of the One Who ascended the Cross of His own free will for our salvation.

Therefore, freedom and truth are inextricably linked in the person of our Savior. If
we are not truthful people — or in other words, if we are not of the truth, as the Lord
answered Pontius Pilate (John 18:37) — then our perception will always be shackled to
our own personal opinions or our willingness to blindly follow the views of others and
not the Logos of the Word of God. And this, my dear friends, is contrary to the ethos and
authentic perspective of the Orthodox Church and the Gospel.

On our Nation’s Birthday, then, when the entire world and our Country yearn for
truth and peace — the firm and unyielding hallmarks of a genuine life in Christ — let us
commit to truly being Christ’s followers. The Lord understands our need for freedom
and knowledge, but He bestows them upon us in proportion to the measure of our
faithfulness and the good deeds that we perform as His servants. Let us, therefore, strive
to be honest disciples of His Divine Word, so that we may “know the truth” (John 8:32)
and be truly free!
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IIpoc  tovc IePacpwrdrove kol Oco@ulcotdtove  Agxlepeic, Tovg
EvAaBeotdrove Tepeic kot Awdvovg, Tic TIpeoPutégeg kot Tic Almdvioueg, tovg
Movaxove kal Tic Movayxée, tobe IMgogdgove kal 1 MéAn tiv Kowotkav
ZopPovAioy, tovg EvipoAoviwtdtovg Agxovieg tod Okovpevikotd Hatgugycioy,
i péAn e Hyecolag v 100, e Hueoriowx kal Amovevpatva ZxoAcdlx, Tig
PAomtdxove AdcApdmtee, ™) Neodaln, tic BAANvopBddoéee Opyvovaoons ko

OAGKANQO TO XQuTeTvopo TANpwUa THE Tepac AQXLETIUKOTG AUEQIKNC.

«Bérv Oueic peivnte &v 1o Advw i LU, aAnBde padntal pod Lot kad yvaoeofe v

AAn By kad 1) aAB o EAcvB oot Duae» (Koard Twodvvny 8: 31-32).
Igou@uieic adeAol kal adeApic &v Xouotd,

‘H Tetdot) TovAlov civon k& Te@uoodtego ano pin oo Thc eAcvboplag oty
Apeow). Elvon 1) lotogukr) pvijun Eketvng the omeypic, Otay Evag Katameauévog Aadg
ano@dolen va EronkwBel kol v dekducrjoer Ty EAcvBepila Tov, Twe 1) auvedno)
TOU KATAOLIKVOLL, W «avaQoipeto dkoadwpor . Kat adt 1) éAcvBepla elvan kTt tod
TROUTABODUE v KEATHUTOVHE (ovTovG Kol EUTEoTO 0 adT!) THV COAOYNMEVT) XK,

vl GAovg oS avBponovg, avebapmTwe QUARE, Oviotiag, Bonokaiag 1)



