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June 1, 2025
Fathers of the 1st Council
Justin the Philosopher and Martyr and his Companions
Pyrros the Hieromartyr
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Apolytikion of the Feast — Anelifthis en doxi (“You ascended in glory™)
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, after You filled the Disciples with joy, by promising to send them the Holy
Spirit, and You blessed them and established their faith, that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Angelike Dhinamis (*Angelic Powers”)

Angelic Powers were in Your Sepulchre and those who guarded You became as men long dead. And standing there
was Mary by Your Tomb seeking Your pure and sacred Body, O You despoiled Hades yet tempted not by him were
Y ou. You did meet the Virgin O Life Bestower, O You Who rose from the dead, Glory to You O Lord.

Apolytikion for the Holy Fathers — Iperdhedhoxasmenos |, Christe (“*Supremely glorified are You, O Christ”)
Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You established the holy Fathers upon the earth as beacons, and
through them You have guided us all to the true Faith, O greatly merciful One, glory be to You.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ ehaia kard kaprmo¢ avefAdornoac, év Taic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia udpruc aeuvi, kai mpoanyayec
Xpiotw kaptov n durarov, Tou¢ TH¢ vnduog¢ aou BAaartoug, i a yuvwy ebaywv, Aydmnv te kai " EAmida auv
1 Beb@povi lioTel, eBwY dUTWTTE UTTEQ TTAVTWV ALIWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su viastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on
dysopi yper pandon imon.

Enalish
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified,

and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive
deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us
all.

Kontakion of the Feast — Tin iper imon plirosas (“When for us You had fulfilled™)

When You had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake, * and united things on earth with the things in heaven, * You
were taken up thither in glory, O Christ our God, * going not away from any place, * but continuing inseparable, * and
to them that love You crying out: * “I am with you, and there is, therefore, none against you.”

GREEKCRFHN
ALY PROROL o N IFRSEY

Maryland Virginia NewJdersey
Camp Wo-Me-To Camp Piankatank Camp Linwood MacDonald
1200 Knopp Rd, 1586 Stampers Bay Rd 1 Flatbrook Rd,

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 Hartfield, VA 23071 Sandyston, NJ 07826

June 15 - 21, 2025

July 6-12, 2025 July 13 - 19, 2025
Early Bird: $625
Register by April 30,
$675 Regutar Tuition $650 Tuition $750 Tuition

REGISTER HERE!

https:/fwww.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd

) 908-301-0500




Project Mexico 2025 — WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Since October our team has worked tirelessly raising funds for
building supplies. We are VERY close to meeting all the financial
needs of our team.

As of today, we are just $2,750 short on our final goal.

Our team from St Sophia has committed to build a home with the
help of other Orthodox Christians through Project Mexico. Led by
John Pogas, the team includes Lukas Richie, Demetrios Lowry,
Stefan Lowry and the newly illumined Tyler Ball and Anthony
Trioli.

You can help us reach our goal by donating through the church
donation page and earmarking your funds for Project Mexico. If you
would like to learn more about this incredibly rewarding mission,
please email John Pogas, the group Ileader, at
johnpogas@gmail.com or call him at 215-896-1963.

Link to donation page

Epistle Reading
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

IN THOSE DAYS, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for
he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos
and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: "Take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God
which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. | know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night
or day to admonish every one with tears. And now | commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which
is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. | coveted no one's
silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who
were with me. In all things | have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'it is more blessed to give than to receive.' " And when he had spoken thus, he
knelt down and prayed with them all.

Avayvwolg EMOTOARG
Npageig AmooToAwv 20:16-18, 28-36 TO Avayvwaopa

EdAoynrog &f, Kipie, 6 ©co¢ rwwv Marépwv nuav.
Zriy. "Om bikaiog &l €mi maoiv, oig £moinoag niv.

‘Ev T10ic ruepaic ékeivaig, €kpivev O Mallog mapamAedoal tiv "Egecov, OTwe pn yévntar adt@
xpovotpiBAoal év 1i Aciq- £oTreudev yap, & duvatdv AV auTd, THY AREpav TAC MevinkooTfic yevéadal gig
‘lepoadAupa. Ao d€ Thg MiAfTou Tépwag €i¢ "EQeaov PeTekaAéaato Toug TPeaBUTEPOUG THS EkKAnaiag. Q¢
¢ Tapeyévovto TPOC aUTov, imev alToiC, TPOTEXETE OUV £QUTOIC Kai TIaVTE TG) TIOIPViW, &v (0 UPEC TO
TiveOpa 10 Gylov €BeTo £mokOTIOUC, TToIaivelv TRV ékkAnaiav To0 Kupiou kai Beol, fv mepiemoioaTo did
100 idiou aipatog. 'Ey yéip oida o010, 11 eiceAedoovTal Perét TV E@ICiv Hou AUkol Bapeic eic UpdS, R
@e100uevol TOU TroIuviou: kai €€ UV aut@y avacTigovtal Gvopes Aaholvteg SieaTpappéva, 100 amooTigv
TOUG pabnTaig omiow alTdv. AiO ypnyopeiTe, PvnuovelovTes OTI TpIETIaV VUKTA Kai AUEPAV OUK ETTAUCANNY
HETa SakpUWY vouBeT(v €va Ekaatov. Kai Ta vOv Tapatibepal Updg, adeAgoi, TG B Kai TG Adyw TAG
Xapitog autod, TQ) duvapévw Emoikodopfjoal, kai dodvarl Upiv kAnpovopiav év Toig ryIaopévolg TaaIV.
Apyupiou A xpuaiou f ipamiouol oudevds £meBuPNca. AUTol yIVWOKETE OTI TAIC XPEIQIC Pou Kai TOi¢ oUaIV
LET ol Utmnpétnoav ai xeipeg attal. Mava umédeiga Upiv, 6T oUTwe komGvTag deT AvriAaupaveadal TGV
&0BevouVTWY, PVNUOVEUEIV TE TV Adywv ToT Kupiou Inaod, 8T altdc eimev, Makapidv £0Tiv udiAov did6va
A AapBaveiv. Kai tadta eimwv, Beig 1a yévata avTod, ouv mdigiv auToig Tpoanigaro.



GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to John 17:1-13

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the
Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
| glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, Father, you glorify
me in your own presence with the glory which | had with you before the world was made.

"I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you;
for I have given them the words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in truth that | came
from you; and they have believed that you did send me. | am praying for them; | am not praying for the world
but for those whom you have given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am
glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While |
was with them, | kept them in your name, which you have given me; | have guarded them, and none of them is
lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to you; and these things |
speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves."

EVAITEAION
’EK 100 Kard lwavvnv 17:1-13 EOayygAiou 16 Avayvwopa

T kaip@ €keivw, 6 ’Ir]croUg, Kali éTrr"]ps ToUg é(pea)\uoUg auTod &ic TOV 0Upavov Kai eime - TTarep, EARAUBEY
N wea- 6o§a00v oou TOV Uidv, iva kai O uidg oou Boﬁaor] O¢, Kaewg séwmg aut@® s&oumav méaong
0apKAg, iva rav 6 dEdwKaG alTm 6w0r] auToi¢ (wnv aiwviov. alTn d€ €0TIV R ouwwog {wn, iva YIVUJUKUUO'I
o€ TOV uovov aAnBIvov Beov kai Ov améaTeihag “Inoolv XpIoTov. &yw o€ £dogaaa £ TG vr]g, TO £pyov
€TeAeiwoa O 6£6wKag pol iva TroIfow: kai vOv d6gaoov e o0, mérmep, Tapd oeautd T 56¢N 1 €IXOV mpo
100 TOV KOGUOV €ival Tapd goi. 'Eavépwad cou 1O Bvopa Toic AvBpwTTolc 0U¢ dEBWKAC WOl €K ToD
k&OHOU. 00i Aoav Kai &uoi alToUg SESWKAC, kai TOV AGyov gou TeTnprkact. viv Eyvwkav &1 Tavia 6oa
OEDWKAG ol Tapd ool £aTiv: OTI T& PridaTa & dEdWKAS pol dEDdwKa auToig, kai auToi EAaBov, kai Eyvwaav
aAnBg 61 Tapa ool EERABov, kai émmiaTeuaav 6T oU e améaTelhag. "Eyw Tepi aUT@V €pwt@ - oU Tep
100 KGOHOU £pWTM, GAAG TTEPT Cov BEBWKAS oI, BTI 00i €iaT, Kal T& £pdl TTavTa 0é £0TI Kai T8 O& pd, Kai
5eddgaopal év alToic. kai OUKETI eipi év TG) KOOPW, Kai oUTO! &V TG) KOOUW Eioi, kai £yt TTPOC 0 Epyopal.
TaTEP Gyle, THPNOOV AUTOUC &V TGY dvouaTi Gou W SEBWKAC oI, va WOV Ev KaBGC AUEC. ETe ANV per’
aut@v €v TG KOOPW, £yW ETAPOUV aUTOUG €V T() GvouaTi oou- oU¢ dEdWKAG Hol EPUAALa, kai oudeig £¢
aut@V ATTWAETO €i UR O UidG TAG amwAeiag, iva 1 ypagr TAnpwoH. viv 8¢ mpdg o€ Epyoual, kai Tadta
AOAG €V T(D KOOHW Tva EXWal TAV XApAV TAV EURAV TIETANPWHEVNV £V AUTOIC.
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~+ PHILADELPHIA +}

FOCUS North America exists to serve the poor by bringing together
Orthodox Christian churches and community partners to provide Food,
Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, Shelter, and other assistance to
address the needs of local communities.

FOCUS Philadelphia — based out of Saint Sophia and led by John Pogas
as Center Director — is committed to understanding and addressing the
needs of our neighbors. As Christ said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”
- Matthew 25:40

We serve hot meals in
= Norristown every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
= Philadelphia every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM

Discover how you can support this vital ministry either by volunteering,
donating food, funding or simply spreading the word. Visit
www.focusphiladelphia.org to learn more or use our SignUpGenius (link

below).




PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
vour requests be made known fo God and the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding, will quard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7

"And whatever things vou ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21:22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nathing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our *Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily.

If you know of someone in heed, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/forms. office.com/rl. ZAHY16LSZ OR

4. Use the QR form below {also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Prayer Request .

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Aimighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=VDr9kgziBEWvy4uVCM1hn0H9hyUx7UJJguypptl4aLtUM0JGM0tVTlNUOEtUMVJXTklVVFFPQ0c3Qy4u&route=shorturl

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Idtep UGV O £v TOIg 0VPAVOIg
ayotto 1o Ovoud cov,
£LOETO M Pactieia cov,
yevnnte 1o 6Eknud cov, g
&v ovpavd Kai £mi ThG VS,

Tov aptov udY OV

EMOVGLOV 3OS NUiv

ONUEPOV Kai (e ULV TA
OpeUpaTo UGV, OF Kol NUES
aQiepey 101 OQPEAETAIS UV Kol
p eloevEykNg NUdS £ig
REWPAGLOV, GG POGOL NUES o
0D TOVNPOD.

Pa-ter i-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-né ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-oti-si-on dos 1-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes 1-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes 1-mon ke
mi 1-se-nég-Kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-po
tou po-ni-rot.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday. wordpress.com

ST. SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

GRECIAN

FESTIVALYOD5
May 29-June 1

Schedule of Events
SUNDAY - JUNE 1

10 AM Divine Liturgy (Church Respectful Attire, Please)
12 PM Big Tent Opens

1 PM Rides & Games Open

1 PM Church Tour

1:30 PM St. Sophia Jr. Asteria Dancers

2 PM Spirit of Macedonia Dancers

3 PM Church Tour

3 PM St. Sophia Sr. Asteria Dancers

5 PM Final Church Tour

6 PM The fun must end. See you next year!

(Times subject to adjustment)



June Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through
the Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the
donations are designated to a specific charitable organization selected by
Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in June will be provided to
Marvin's Home, a Montgomery County nonprofit that furnishes homes for young
adults aged out of foster care. You can learn more about this worthwhile
organization at www.marvinshome.org.

Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in
supporting organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the
hungry, the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the
widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, to undertake the burial of
impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the help
of the church through fundraising efforts”.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.
on the following link: http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. Please note that the church will
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these
expenses. Thank you!

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.


http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.marvinshome.org/

June 1, 2025
Fathers of the 1st Council
Justin the Philosopher and Martyr and his Companions
Pyrros the Hieromartyr
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha — of Christ's
victory over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing
in prayer during all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of
repentance. As every Sunday is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to
remain standing on Sundays during the invocation (H EtrikAnaic) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration
of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, during weekday services throughout the year it is
customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of kneeling on Sundays, please bow your
heads reverently and pray along with the choir.

Saturday Before Pentecost — Saturday of Souls: On this day we remember all pious and Orthodox
Christians who have fallen asleep in the Lord. Saturday of Souls is on June 7th, with Orthros at 8:45
am and Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. Forms for the names of the departed are available at the Pangari
(and attached). Please submit your names to the Parish office by 12 noon on Friday, June 6.
PLEASE DO NOT text the names or submit them via Facebook. Also, remember your loved ones
by not only submitting their names, but by making koliva and attending the holy services to offer your
own prayers for their eternal rest. Please PRINT CLEARLY, AND ONLY BAPTISMAL FIRST NAMES
ARE NECESSARY.

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of April 30, 2025, our mortgage balance is $298,692.75. Thank
you to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce
the mortgage to $0 in the near future.

Live-streaming of Services: Liturgical services are now live streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT
need a YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to subscribe. Simply click

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Fri. May 30t
Sat. May 31st

Sun. June 1st

Sat. June 7th
Sun. June 8th
Sat. June 14th

Sun. June 15t

Mon. 6/15 - Fri. 6/20
Sun. June 22nd

Sun. June 29t

Mon. June 30th

5:00 pm
8:45 am
8:45 am
8:45am

4:05 pm
8:45 am

8:45 am

8:45 am

8:45 am

Grecian festival continues — 11:00 am - 8:00 pm
Grecian festival continues — 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

Great Vespers

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Fathers of the 1st Council

Last day Grecian festival — 12 noon —6:00 pm
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Saturday of Souls

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy; Kneeling Vespers
Holy Pentecost

Parish Phillies Game

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday of All Saints

Father’'s Day

Fr. Symeon is away at Camp Good Shepherd (Maryland)
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

2n Sunday of Matthew

General Assembly Meeting immediately following Liturgy
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Synaxis of the Twelve Holy Apostles

Festival Help Needed: If you haven't yet helped with this
festival, do so today! Help is needed in all areas:

e \Welcome booth;

® Serving/preparing food (inside and in the tent);
e Cashiering (inside and tent);
e We will also need helpers for cleanup tonight!

We greatly appreciate any time you can offer!
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Patriarchal and Synodal Encyclical
Issued on the Occasion of the 1700% Anniversary

of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea

Prot. No. 335
+BARTHOLOMEW

By God’s Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome

and Ecumenical Patriarch

To the Plenitude of the Church: May God’s Grace and Peace be with you!

We offer a hymn of thanks to the almighty, all-seeing, and benevolent
God in Trinity, who vouchsafed that His people reach the 1700 anniversary
of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, which bore spiritual witness to
the authentic faith in divine Word born without beginning and truly
consubstantial with the Father, “who for us and for our salvation descended,
was incarnate and became human, suffered and arose on the third day, and

ascended to the heavens, who will come again to judge the living and the

dead.”

The Council of Nicaea constitutes an expression of the synodal nature

4

of the Church, the culmination of its “earliest conciliarity,” which is



inseparably linked to the eucharistic realization of church life as well as of
the practice of assembling together for decisions “with one accord” (Acts 2:1)
on current matters. The Council in Nicaea also signifies the emergence of a
new conciliar structure, namely of Ecumenical Councils that would prove
definitive for the development of church affairs. It is noteworthy that an
Ecumenical Council does not comprise a “permanent institution” in the life
of the Church, but an “extraordinary event” in response to a specific threat
to the faith, aiming at restoring the ruptured unity and eucharistic

communion.

That the Council of Nicaea was convened by the Emperor, that
Constantine the Great attended its deliberations and embraced its decisions
with the status of imperial law, does not render it “an imperial synod.”! It
was an unquestionably “ecclesiastical event” whereby the Church, guided
by the Holy Spirit, decided about its internal affairs, while the Emperor
implemented the principle “Render unto Caesar the things that belong to
Caesar and to God the things that belong to God” (Mt. 22:21).

In the face of the Arian heresy, the Church, in council, formulated the
essence of its faith, which is experienced uninterruptedly. The pre-eternal
Son and Word of God, “consubstantial to the Father . . . true God of true
God,” through His incarnation, saves humankind from enslavement to the

enemy and opens up to us the way of deification through grace. “He became

! Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Works, Vol. 1: Ecclesiological Studies (Athens: Domos Books, 2016), 675-6.



human so that we might become divine.”? The Symbol of Nicaea proclaims
the sure conviction that the ongoing heretical deviation constitutes a denial
of the potential for human salvation. In this sense, it is not simply a
theoretical declaration, but a confession of faith, just like all the dogmatic
texts of the Church, a genuine articulation of the living truth within it and

through it.

What is of particular theological importance is the fact that the basis of
the Sacred Symbol “We believe . . .” comprises a local baptismal Symbol or
group of such Symbols. As the genuine bearer of the perennial self-
conscience of the Church, the Council recapitulates and reaffirms the
Apostolic deposit preserved by the local Churches. Athanasius the Great
mentions that the Synodal Fathers “on matters of faith, do not write “It
seemed to us . ..” but rather “This is what the catholic Church believes; and
at once they confessed what they believe, in order to demonstrate that
nothing novel was discovered in what they wrote, but that their mindset is
apostolic, in other words exactly as the Apostles had taught.”® The
conviction of the divinely-instructed Fathers was that nothing was added to
the faith of the Apostles and that the truly ecumenical Symbol of Nicaea
comprises a proclamation of the common tradition of the catholic Church.
The Conciliar Fathers, whom the Orthodox Church worthily honors and

hymns as “precise protectors of the apostolic traditions,” adopted the

2 Athanasius the Great, On the Divine Incarnation, PG 25.192.
3 Athanasius the Great, Letter on the Councils of Ariminum in Italy and Seleucia in Isauria, PG 26.688.



philosophical term “essence” (and its derivative “of one essence”) to express
the Orthodox faith about the divinity of the Word, which Arius denied, and
along with this denied the entire mystery of the universally salvific incarnate
Divine Economy by becoming embroiled in Hellenistic concepts, thereby
rejecting the “God of our Fathers” in the name of the “God of the

philosophers.”

Another vitally important matter, which the Council of Nicaea was
called to resolve for the sake of enhancing ecclesiastical unity in liturgical
practice, was “when and how we should celebrate the Feast of Pascha.” The
1700%* anniversary of the convening of this Council has brought back the
timeliness of the matter of a common celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection.
The Holy Great Church of Christ prays that Christians all over the world will
return, in accordance with the decrees of the Council of Nicaea, to a
celebration of Easter on a common day, as by a blessed coincidence this
current year. Such a decision would serve as evidence and as a symbol of
genuine progress in the struggle for our ecumenical co-sojourn and co-
understanding through theological dialogue and the “dialogue of life,” as a
tangible witness of our practical respect for what we have received from the
undivided Church. The achievement of such a goal, in the context of this
year’s anniversary, was the joint vision of the late Pope Francis of Rome and

our Modesty. His passing immediately after all of Christendom celebrated



Easter emphasizes our responsibility to continue in this direction without

wavering.

Moreover, the canonical work of the Council of Nicaea was also
significant, formulating and affirming synodally the perennial canonical
conscience of the Church, establishing the beginning and elevating the status
of the metropolitan system, as well as of the prominent position and
expanded responsibility of certain Thrones, out which gradually emerged
the system of the Pentarchy. Inasmuch as the canonical legacy of Nicaea is a
common inheritance for the entire Christian world, this year’s anniversary is
called to function as an invitation to return to the sources, namely to the

primeval canonical regulations of the undivided Church.

The Ecumenical Throne of Constantinople has perennially served as
the guarantor of the decisions of Nicaea. This spirit of the Great Church was
also described through the Patriarchal and Synodal Encyclical on the 1600t
anniversary of the Council “as the first Ecumenical and truly greatest
Council of the Church.”* The decision to celebrate the anniversary with “a
festive and, indeed, joint, if possible, event of all Orthodox Autocephalous
Churches, in order altogether to manifest the faith and persistence to this
day of our Holy Orthodox Church in the teaching and spirit of that Council,
whose inspired decision on the one hand established and sealed the one faith

of the Church, while on the other also splendidly presenting the unity of the

4 Synodal Minutes, Codex I, 94 (August 10, 1925), 102-3.



structure of the church through the presence of delegates from all ends of
the world.” Unfortunately, however, this event did not prove feasible due to
exceptional circumstances and the vacancy of the Ecumenical Throne. On
July 19, 1925, the first Sunday after the enthronement of Patriarch Basil III,
the “delayed commitment” was fulfilled with the celebration of “a special
Patriarchal and Synodal Liturgy” in the venerable Patriarchal Church. What
is of particular ecclesiological importance is that the Encyclical underlines
the value of adopting the obligation of the Church of Constantinople—*“as
more directly associated with and responsible for the feast” —to celebrate

this anniversary “which is immense for all of Christendom . ..”

The Council of Nicaea constitutes a milestone in the formation of the
doctrinal identity and canonical structure of the Church. It remained the
model for handling problems of faith and canonical order on an ecumenical
level. The 1700t anniversary since its convening reminds Christianity of the
traditions of the ancient Church, the value of mutual struggle against
misconceptions of the Christian faith, and the mission of the faithful to
contribute to the multiplication of the “good fruits” of the life in Christ,

according to Christ, and directed toward Christ in the world.

Today, we are called to highlight the enduring message of the First
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, the soteriological dimensions and
anthropological implications of the term “homo-ousios,” the inseparable

link between Christology and anthropology in an age of anthropological



confusion and intense efforts to emphasize the “meta-human” as an open
horizon and self-divinizing perspective of human evolution, with the
contribution of science and technology. The principle of “divine-human
reality” comprises the answer to the impasse of the contemporary vision of
a “man-god.” Therefore, reference to the “spirit of Nicaea” presents an
invitation for us to turn to the essential aspects of our faith, the nucleus of

which is the salvation of humankind in Christ.

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is the full and perfect revelation of
the truth about God and man. “Whoever has seen me has seen my father”
(Jn 14:9). The incarnate Word of God demonstrated “first and alone,” as St.
Nicholas Cabasilas writes, “the true and perfect human being, exemplary in
conduct, in the way of life, and in every other respect.”> This Truth is
represented in the world by the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church;
it is the same Truth that nurtures her, the same Truth that she ministers to.
The Church bears the robe of Truth, “woven by theology from above,”
always rightly expounding and glorifying “the great mystery of piety,”
evangelizing the word of faith, hope, and love, while anticipating the
“endless day that knows no evening and no succession,”® the coming

kingdom of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

5 Nicholas Cabasilas, On the Life in Christ, PG 150.680.
6 Basil the Great, On the Hexaemeron, PG 29,52.



The task of theology is to reveal the soteriological dimension of
doctrine and its interpretation in existential terms, which, along with
participation in the ecclesiastical event, demands sensitivity and genuine
interest for the human being and the adventure of its freedom. In this sense,
the proclamation of our faith in the incarnate divine Word must be
accompanied by our tangible response to His saving word: “This is my
commandment to you, that you love one another as I have loved you” (Jn

15:12).

In memory, then, of the ineffable gifts that He made and makes in the
world, we unceasingly glorify the most-holy and most-splendid name of the
Lord of all and God of love, through whom we have known the Father and

through whom the Holy Spirit came into the world. Amen!

On June 1%, in the year of the Lord 2025.



ITatoy tkr) Kat ZuvodikT)
EyrvkAiog EmtiotoAn)
YLt TOV £0QTATHO
NG XIALOOTNG £€MTAKOOLOO0TNG ETETEIOL TNG
[Towng Otkovpevikng Lvvodov otr) Nikawx

AopOu. ITowrt.: 335

tBAPOOAOMAIOZX
EAEQLOEOY APXIEITIEKOITOX
KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY. - NEAY. POMHY
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
YE OAO TO ITAHPOMA THYX EKKAHXIAY. XAPH KAI EIPHNH AIIO TO ®EO

* % %

Yuvo evxaQotiag AVATEUTOVIE OTOV MAVOOEVOUQYO, MAVIETOTT Kal
niavteveEyéTn Oed, 6 omolog eival Touada, o avtov oL d&lwoe TO Aad TOL Vo
@OaoeL ot xAoot) éntakoolootn émételo g [owtng Otkovuevikng Luvodov
¢ Nikawag, avtng mov pe ITvevpa Ayio paptognoe v yviowx milotn oTtov
OLVAVAQEXO HE AVTOV TOL TOV Yévvnoe kat dAnOwa opoovoto pe Exetvov Oeo
A6YO0, «TOoV O’ Hag ToLg AavOpwmovs Kat dix TV Npetépav owtnolay kateABovta
Kkal oagkwOévta kal évavlpwmmoavta, tabdvia kal dvaotavta T ot Nuéoa
Kal aveABOvVTa €lg TOLG OVEAVOUG, KAl EQXOUEVOV KOLVAL LOVTAS KAl VEKQOUG».

‘H Xovodog tmc Nuwaing dmoteAel €k@oaomn TnG oLVODIKNG UONG TG
‘ExxAnoiag, koQvewon 1Tn¢ «AQXeyovou ouvvodKOTNTOC» AUTNG,  AQOTKTWS
OLVOEDEUEVNC UE TNV EVXAQLOTIAKT) TIOAYUATWOT] TG EKKANOTLOTIKTG Cwn)g, AAAX
Kal HE TNV TEAKTIKN TG &7 TO aUTO OLVEAEVOEWS TEOG ANYN «OHOOLUAdOV»!
amo@doewv Emi teEXOVIwv Oeudtwv. H Xovodoc g Nikaiag onuatodotel
TAVTOXQOVA KAL TNV AVADLOT] HLAGS VEAS OLVOOLKTG douTg, avtng g Otkovpevikng
Luvodov, 1 omola EueAde va Aamofel kaOOQLOTIKN YIXx TNV TOQEX TWV
EKKANOOTIKWV TIoaYHATwV. AElopvnuovevto etvat 0t 1) Otkovpevict) ZOvodog
dev amoteAel «povipo Oeopod» ot Cwn ¢ ExxkAnoiag, dAAx «€ktakto yeyovos»,
ATIAVTINOT) O¢ i OVYKEKQLUEVT] ATIELAT] KATA TNG TIOTEWG, 1) OTtolax ATTOBAETTEL OTV
ATIOKATAOTAOT TNG EVOTNTAS KAL TNG EVXAQLOTIAKNG KOWVWVIAG OV €XeL dlxQoaYeL.

To 6t 1) Xovodog ¢ Nikalag ocvvekAnOn amo tov Avtokpdtooa, OTL O
Méyac Kwvotavtivog magakoAovOnoe tig eépyaoieg kat mepléale ta avadépata

1 TTodE. B, 1.



MG UE TO KVEOG KQATIKOU VOUOU, d&V TNV KaOloTd «avToKQATOQLKT] OUVOO0»2.
Yrnofe AUIYOS «EKKANOLAOTIKO YeYOVOS», Kata 1O Omolo 1) ExkAnola,
ka0odnyovpevn ano 1o Ayio ITvevpa, dno@doioe yx o oL oikov g, v O
Avtokpdtooag épaguooe TNV apxn «Amodote ovv tax Katoagog 1@ Kaloaot kat T
ToL Ocov T Oe»s.

Evomov g Agetavikne mAavng, 11 ExkAnoila dixtdmwoe ovvoduka To
oVOLWOEG TNG dINVEKWS PLOVIEVTC EVTOg avThg Ttiotews. O «dpoovotog @ Iatoi»
meoaviog Yiog kat Aoyog toL Beov, «@eog aANOVOg ¢k Oeov AANOLVOL», owleL
Ol TNG OAQKWOEWS TOL TOV AVOQWTO &ATIO TT) DOVAELAX TOU AAAOTOLOV Kal dlavolyet
o€ aLTOV TNV 000 TG Kata X&on Oewoews. «AUTOG Yo évnvOownnoey, tva 1uelg
OeomomBawpev»t. To ZoupoAo g Nikatag duxtoavavel ) BéPatn memolOnon ot
N alpetikn] ATOkALON TOL OcOoPoLOE ATOTEAEL AQVNON TS duVATOTNTAC TNS
owtnEiag tL AdvOpwmov. Me avt) v €vvola, dev elval amAa OewEnTukn
daknovén aAAa opoAoyla miotews, OMws OAa Tt dOYHATIKAX Keleva TNg
ExxAnolag, avOevtikn) duatvmwon g Lwvtavng aAn0ewag, 1) omola DTTAQX L EVTOG
¢ Kal péow avTng.

Towaiteon OeoAoywn Pagvmnta €xet O yeyovog OtL Paorn tov Tegov
YvppoAov dTiotevopev..» anoteAet éva tomiko Pamtiotioo LUpBoAov 1) duada
TéTolwv  LUHPOAwv. Qg YVviiolog @oeéag TNG OAXXQOVIKNG EKKANOLAOTIKNG
avtoovvewnolag, 11 Lovvodog avakepalalwvel kal Beatwvel v ATOOTOAK)
nagakataOnk, v O6moia daguAdooovv ot kata toTovs ExkAnoies. O Méyag
ABavaoiog avagépel L ot Lvvodikot ITatépec 600V dgpopa «mepl TG ToTEWS OEV
éyoapav ‘Anopacioape’, dAA&: "Etol motevet 1] kaBoAwkr) ExkAnola: kat evOvg
OHOAOYN oAV TIWG TOTEVOLV, WOTE VA OelEOLV, OTL TO PEOVTUA TOVG deV elvat KATL
VEWTEQO, AAAX ATIOOTOAKO, kKal 6Tt boa Eypapav OV elval eDENUA KO TOVS, AAAX
T O, éxetva Tov ddacav ot AmtdoToAow?’. ITemolOnomn twv Oeodwdaktwv Iatépwv
Nrav Ot Timota d&v EooTédnke otV TioT TV ATMOOTOAWV Kat OTL T0 OVTWS
otkovpeVviko ZoppoAo g Nikatag amoteAet dlakr)pvEN TS KOLVTE TAQAdOONG THS
KaBoAwnc ExkAnoiag. Ot Zvvodwot IIatépeg, tovg omolovg 1) Op06doén ExkAnoia
Emallog THa kal VPVEL WG «ATIOOTOAIKQWV TAQADOTEWV AKQUPELS PUAAKASY,
XOonoomonoav tOvV @A00oQIkO 000 «oVLOIX» (Kal TO «OUO00VCLOV») Yt TNV
Expoaor g 0000d0éng miotng ot OedTnTa TOL Adyov, TV OTolar AgvovVTAV O
Apelog, kal pE avTnV apvovvtav t0 OA0 HULOTHOWO TNG TAVOWOTIKNG EVOaQKNG

2 MntoomoAitov ITepyapov Twavvov ZnlovAa, Epya A’ ExkAnaiodoyika MeAetiuata, €xd. Adpog,
AOnva 2016, 0. 675-6.

3 Mar0. xf’, 21.

*ABavaoiov tob Meyalov, Adyoc mept ¢ évavOpwnioewc Tov Adyov, PG 25, 192.

5 «mel O¢ NG miotews Eypapav ovk Edoev, dAA’, OUtwe miotevet ] kaBoAwt) EkkAnoia: kat evOUG
WHOAGYNOAV, TIWOG TOTEVOLOLY, (va delEwatv, OtL U] VeTeQov, AL’ ATOOTOAWKOV E0TLY
ATV TO PEOVNUA, Kai & Eypaav, ovk €€ aVT@V eVEEON, AAAX TaDT éoTlv, AmeQ Eddalav
ol andotoAow, ABavaoiov Tov MeyaAov, Entiotodn mept twv yevopévwv év i Apiuive thc
Ttadiag, kai év Zedevkeia tnc loavpiac ovvédwv, PG 26, 688.
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Ociag Oikovoplag, EUTMAEKOUEVOG 0 EAANVIOTIKA VONTIKX OXNUATa KAl
anwbwvtag 1ov «Oco twv Iatépwv» €v ovopatt Tov «@e0L TV PAOCOPWV».

AAAO kepadaiwdeg CTna, TO OO0 KA ONKE va EmiAvoeL 1) LOvodog Thg
Nikaiag, mEog €vioxvon TNe EKKANOIXOTIKNG EVOTNTAS OTI) AELTOVQYIKT] TIOALN,
NTav 10 «MOTE KAl s MEETEL va értrteAovpe v £ootr) tov ITdoxa». ‘H xtAoot)
ETTAKOOLOOTI]  €METEOG  TNG OVYKANONG TG  XLLvodov Emavépege OtV
ETUALQOTITA TO D€ TOL KOLVOL £0QTaTpOoD NG Avaotaoews tov Kvptov. H Ayia
toU Xptotov MeyaAn ExkAnoia evxetat ot dmtov yng Xowotiavol va émavéABovy,
oVUPWVA TIEOG TIG TEOOTAYES TNG Luvodov g Nikatag, otov éoptaouo tov [aoxa
o0& KowT) NHéQa, OTIWS KATA EVTLXT] OLYKLEIX OLVERN Kata TO TEéxov €tog. ‘H
amoéaon avtr Oa Aettovpyroet wg €vOelEn kat cVUPOAO YVIjolAG TEOOdOL OTOV
AY@VaA TNG OIKOVHEVIKTG CUUTIOQEVOTG KAl OOVO|oews dx Héoov ToL BeoAoY koL
dLaAdYoL Kal Tov «dxAdyov T1¢ Cwnec», WG ATT HAQTLEIA TTEQL TOV EUTIQAKTOV
oeBacpol TV kKeKTNUEVWVY TS ddwipetne ExkAnolac. 'H énitevén tov otdyxov
avTOV, 0T0 MAQIOL0 TNG EPeTEVNG €meTelov, DTINEEE KOLVO OQAA TOV AELUVIIOTOV
ITana Powoune Poaykiokov kat tng Nuetéoag Metoiotnroc. ‘H éxdnuia tov, v
ETaVELO TOL mayxoLotiavika éogtacévtog [aoxa, émitetvel v kKot eVOVVN v
ovvexloovue ATaAAvTeLTA TIEOG TNV O KatevOLVOT).

Lrovdaio VTNE&e émiong TO VOHOKAVOVIKO QY0 TNg Luvodov e Nikatag,
dLx TOL OTIOLOVL ATIOTUTIWVETAL KAL ETKVQWVETAL OLVOILKAX 1] DX QOVLKT] KAVOVLKT)
ovvednon g ExkAnolag, xalt otd oOmoio Polokovratr ol AmaQgxés TOL
HUNTOOTOALTIKOD OLOTHHATOC KAl TN AVADELENG TOV KVQOUG, ¢ é£€xovoag Oomg
KAl TG dlevELEEVNS eVOVVNG OPLOUEVWY BPOVWY, €K TV OTolWV dHoEPWOTKE
mEoodeLTIKX TO cvotnua ¢ [Mevtagxiag. E@’ 6oov 1] kavovikn) mtagakataOrikn
¢ Nikawxg elval kot KANEOVOULX OAOKANQEOL TOVU XOLOTILAVIKODU KOOHOU, N
EQETELVT) ETTETELOG KAAELTAL VX AELTOVQYT|OEL WG TTQOTKATTIOLO YIX ETLOTQOWT OTIC
TNY£EG, 0T TEWTAQX KA kavovika Oeomtiopata g ddwipetnc ExkAnolac.

Eyyunmge tov Oeomopatwv e Nkaiag dvadeixOnke dwaxpovika 0
Otkovpevucog Bpovog s Kwvotavtivovnmodews. Avto 1o vevpa g MeydAng
‘ExxAnotiac éxgpoaocOnke kat dwx g INatouxpxikng kat Lvvodwkng EykvkAiov pe
apooun) TV XWAoTH ££aKOOI00TI) €METEO TG LLVODOLS, «TNG MEWTNG TWV
Otkovpevik@v kal peylote wg aAnbawg Luvvodov g ExkAnoiac». H eiAnupévn
ATIOPAOT) 1] EMETELOG VA £00TACOEL «TAVIYLOIKA Kal OT) ATO KOO, €L duvatody,
amo 0Aec tic Op06doEec Avtoképaies ExkAnois, wg mavdnun éxdnAwon tng
TUOTNG Kol ONJHEQA AKOUT e T1) XA&on TOL Oeov Eppovic g Ayilag pag Op0odoing
ExxAnolac ot dwaokalla kal 0T0 MveLHA TS LLVOdoL Ekelvng, 1) OTtola OTtwe,

6 KILA. kdlE A’ 94, 10 Avyovotov 1925, 0. 102-3. «taviyueLK@e Katl 01 Ao Kowvov, el duvatov, UTTo
naowv twv OpB0d0Ewv AvtokePAaAwV ExkAnolwv, eic EkdNAwoLy T&vONHOV TG TOTHG KAl
onueQov T 100 Beov xaoutt EUpovig e Ayilac Nuwv Opbodofov ExkkAnoiag €v T
daokaAia kal T@ mMvevHaTL THG LUVOdoL Ekeivng, 1Tig Omws €€ Evog TNV Hilay moTV ThG
ExkAnoiac dux g év Ayiw ITvedpatt ano@avoews avTng E0TEQEWOTE KAl E0WQAYLOEV,
oUtwg €€ AAAOL Kal TNV EVOTNTA TG EKKANOLXOTIKNG OUYKQOTHOEWS OLX TG ATIO TTAVTWY
TV TEEQATWYV TNS YN TTAQOLOIAG AVTITIQOOWTWYV TEQIAAIUTIOWS TIAQEDTNOEV».
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amo ) pla mAgvod, ™ pia miotn g ExxkAnolag pé anogavon g ev Ayiw
[Tvebpatt otepéwoe kal o@EayLoe, ETOL ATO TV AAAN TAELEA KAl TV EVOTNTA TNG
EKKANOLAOTIKNG OLYKQOTTNG OX TNG ATO TAVIWV TV TEQATWV TNG Y1S
TIAQOLOIAG AVTIMTEOCWTIWY TEQIAQUTOA TIAQECTNOE», OLOTLXWS O&V KATEOTN
duvato va mEaypatoTomOel €€ alTlag TV EKTAKTWY TEQLOTATEWY KAl TG XNoEelag
oL Otkovpevikov Opovov. Trv 19m TovAiov 1925, mowtn Kvowakn petoa v
évOpovion tov llatoudoxn Baowleiov I, éxkmAnowOnke 1) «oO@elAr] mov
kaQvotépnoe», dwx g TéAeonc «edkne Ilatouxpxikng kat  Xuvvodikng
Aertovpylac» otov Ildvoenmto Ilatouxpxikd Nao. Towaitegn ExkAnoloAoyukn)
onuaota €xet 10 yeyovog ot otv EykvkAio toviCetar 1] afia g éktéAeong tov
KAONKOVTOG TOD €0QTACHOD aUTNG TG «UeYAANGS Y 6An 11 Xolotiavoouvuvn»
¢metelov OO ¢ ExkAnolac g KwvotavtivountdoAewe, «1) omola €xeL dpeowten
Oox£0T1) Kol OQELAT] TTQOG TNV €0QTT AVTI)».

‘H LVvodog g Nikawag amoteAel otaOuo ot daapude@waon e doyUaTKG
TALTOTNTAC KAL TG kavovikng doung s ExxkAnoiag, mapépetve d¢ 0 mEOTLTIO YiX
TV AVTIHETWTIOT] TEOPBANUATWVY THOTNG KAl KAVOVIKTG TAENG &ML OLKOUULEVIKOD
érumédov. 'H xAoot) EmMTakoolootn €mETEOG ATO TNV TMOAYUATOTIOMON TG
vrtevOvpiCet o) Xowotiarvoovvn Tig mapadoyég g doxalag ExkAnolag, v alla
TOU KOLVOU AYWVA KATX TWV TAQAVONOTEWV TG XOLOTIAVIKNG THOTEWS Kal v
ATIOOTOAT] TWV TUOTWV VX OUVUBAAAOLV OTOV TOAAATIAACIAOUO TV «KAAWV
KAQTIWV» TG €V XOLoTw, katax XOLoTov Kal €ig XoLotov Cwng Héoa 0Tov KOOUO.

KaAovpaote orjuepoa va avadel&ovpe to dxxpovico prjvopa g Iowtng
Otkovpevikng Xvvodov ot Nikawx, TG OwWTNEOAOYIKES JAOTACELS KAl TIG
AVOQWTOAOYIKEG OULVEMELEG TOU «OHOOVOIOL», TNG GQQENKTNG OUVVOEONGS TNG
XowotoAoylag pe v dvBpwmoAoyia, o¢ pia Emoxr) &avOowmoAoyKng oUyXvong kat
EVTOVWV TIROOTIAD ELWV AVADELENG TOV «HeTavOQWTOU» WG TOL AVOLKTOL OQilovTa
KAl TNG avToAmo0 e@TIKNG TEOOTITIKNG TN AVOQWTILVIG EEEALENG, UE TV OUUPBOAT)
TG EToTNUNG Kat ¢ texvoAoyiac. H apxn g «OeavOowmivotntac» amoteAel
TV Andvinon oty adlEfodn Omtaola ToL oVYXEoVou «avOpwTmoBeov». ‘H
avagopa 010 «mvevpa e Nikawag» amoteAel MEOOKANOT VX OTQAQPOVHE 0T
oVOLWON TNG TUOTEWS HAG, TVENVag NG omolag eivat 1) €v Xoot@ cwtnota tov
avOpwmov.

O Kvowog kal Xwtoac pag Inoovg Xpotog etvat 1) mMANoNG kat téAeix
amnoxkdAvym e aAndeaxg mept Tov Oeov Kal TOL AvOpwmov. «Omolog £xel del
Euéva, £xeLdel tov matéga pov»’. O Oeog Adyog mov evavOpwmioe £dele «TIOWTOG
KAl HOVOG», OTtwe Yodpel 6 Aylog NukdAaog 6 KaBaowlag, «tov aAnOwvo davOpwmo
Kal TéA€l0, AOyw Kal Twv Te0TtwV Katl TG Lwng kKal OAwV Twv dAAwv»8. Avtr) v
AABewx éxmpoowmel otov kOopo 1 Mia, Ayia, KaboAwr xkat AToOOTOAKT)
‘ExxAnoia, anmo avmv toépetal, avtnv dwakovel. Popwviag TOvV XITWVA TG
AAN0Oewg, «tOV VPAVTO €K TS dvw OeoAoying», mdvtote opbotouet kKat doEalel

7 <O éue Ewoakwg, Ewgake TOV matéga Hovx», Twav. W', 9.
8 NwkoAdov Kaaowea, Iepi tnc év Xprotw Cwne, PG 150, 680.
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«TNG eVOEPelag TO HEYA HLOTNELO», evAYYeAILOHEVN TOV AGYO TG MIOTEWS, TG
AYATNG Kal ¢ EATHdAC, MEOOPAETIOVTAC TIQOS TNV «AVETTIEQT KAl AdLAXOOXT Kal
ateAevTn NUEQa»?, TV €oxopevn alwvia Baowlela tov ITatpog kat tov Yiov katl
tov Ayilov ITvevpatoc.

"Epyo tm¢ OeoAoylag etvat 1) dmokdAvym ¢ 0wTtnELOAOYIKTS dldoTtaong TV
dOYHATWV Kal 1] éQUnVveia Tovg péE VA& Lakovg 6Qoug, 1) Omola dmattel, Hall pLe T
LETOXT OTO EKKANOLAOTIKO YEYOVOG, evatoOnoia kal Yyviolo évolagéQov yix Tov
avOowmo kal Tig meQuételeg G €AevOeplag tov. Me v évvowx avtn, 1)
duatodvwon g miotng otov évavOownroavta Oeo Adyo Opeldel va ovvodevetal
ATIO TNV EUTEAKTI AVTATIOKQLOT) LAG OTO OWTHOLO AOYO TOL: «aVTT) ELvarL 1] dIKT) OV
1 €VToAn, va ayamnate 6 évag tov aAAov 6Twg oag ayamnoa €yw» .

EvOupovpuevol, Aowmtdv, Tic dgatec dwoeés, Tic OToteg xApLoe kal xapilet o&
OAN v ktiomn, dxatanavota doEoAoyovpe TO VTeQAYLo Kal DTTEQAAUTIOO dvopa
oL Kvpiov twv 0Awv kat @eov g dyanng, dwx tov Omoiov yvwoloaue tov [atéoa
kat to ITvevpa 10 Ayo émdnunoe otov k6opo. Aunv!

Kata 10 cwtoto étog 2025, kata unva Tovvio (1)
Emveunoewg I'
O KwvotavtivountdAews BapboAopaiog ev Xolotq evx€tnge.

+ 0 KoAwveiag ABavaotlog év Xowote evxéng

+ 6 T'optvvng kat Agkadiag Mardolog év Xowotg evxétng

+ 6 Agradoxwotov, KaoteAAlov kal Buavvov Avdpéag v Xowote evxétng
+ 6 BeAyiov AOnvayooac év Xowotg evxétg

+06 Aégov, KaAvpvou kat Aotvntadaiag Iaiolog év Xoote evxéng
+ 06 ATAavtag LePaotiavog év Xowotg evxétg

+ 6 Kudwviwv ABnvayogag ¢v Xoote evxétng

+ 06 InAvPotac Ma&nog év Xowotd evxétng

+ 6 AvotpaAiag MakdQLog &v Xowot@ evxétng

+ 06 EAPetiac Ma&ipog v Xowote evxéne

+ 6 ToAavodiag TdkwPog év Xowotg evxétng

+ 6 Me&ikov TakwPog év Xowotd evxétnge

® Baoweiov tov MeydAov, Eic mnv E€anuepov, PG 29, 52.
10 «abTn €oTiv 1) EVTOAT) 1] €, tva dyamate AAANAOUG kaBwg Nyamnoa Vuag», Twdv. te’, 12.
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Na dvayvwo0Bet otovg Tegovg Naovg kata t) Ocela Aertovpyia g Kvowakng, 1 Tovviov
2025, pviiun twv 318 Beopoowv INatéowv ¢ év Nikaia A" Otkovpevikng Xvvodov, peta
10 Teo EvaryyéAio.



