April 20, 2025
GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to
subscribe. Simply click on the following link:
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present. We hope
you can help us with an online donation. You can give by going to our
website, www.saintsophiachurch.orq and clicking on the “Donate”

button. “ 7
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You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Yenmo or click
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you'll
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church.
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GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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GOSPEL READING
John 20:19-25

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord.

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also
send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the
Lord.”

So he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

Mary Magdalene, and the other women who were present at the burial of our Saviour
on Friday evening, returned from Golgotha to the city and prepared fragrant spices and
myrrh, so that they might anoint the body of Jesus. On the morrow, because of the law
which forbids work on the day of the Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But at
early dawn on the Sunday that followed, almost thirty-six hours since the death of the
Life-giving Redeemer, they came to the sepulchre with the spices to anoint His body.
While they were considering the difficulty of rolling away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre, there was a fearful earthquake; and an Angel, whose countenance shone
like lightning and whose garment was white as snow, rolled away the stone and sat
upon it. The guards that were there became as dead from fear and took to flight. The
women, however, went into the sepulchre, but did not find the Lord's body. Instead,
they saw two other Angels in the form of youths clothed in white, who told them that
the Saviour was risen, and they sent forth the women, who ran to proclaim to the
disciples these gladsome tidings. Then Peter and John arrived, having learned from
Mary Magdalene what had come to pass, and when they entered the tomb, they found
only the winding sheets. Therefore, they returned again to the city with joy, as heralds
now of the supernatural Resurrection of Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by the
disciples on this day on five occasions.

Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was buried on Friday, before the setting of the
sun, which was the first of His "three days" in the grave; observing the mystical
Sabbath, that "seventh day" in which it is said that the Lord "rested from all His works"
(Gen. 2:2-3), He passed all of Saturday in the grave; and He arose "while it was yet
dark, very early in the morning" on Sunday, the third day, which, according to the
Hebrew reckoning, began after sunset on Saturday.

As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet and embrace one another in
Christ, thereby demonstrating our Saviour's victory over death and corruption, and the
destruction of our ancient enmity with God, and His reconciliation toward us, and our
inheritance of life everlasting. The feast itself is called Pascha, which is derived from
the Hebrew word which means "passover"; because Christ, Who suffered and arose,
has made us to pass over from the curse of Adam and slavery to the devil and death
unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In addition, this day of this particular week,
which is the first of all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of the Lord; in honour and
remembrance of the Resurrection, the Apostles transferred to this day the rest from
labour that was formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law.

All foods allowed during Renewal Week.



Matt & Joann Bannon
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Thomas & Eleftheria Dickson and Family
Bill, Marina, Aidan, Courtney & Mia Good
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George & Dimitra Klapakis
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Thank You to our Parishioners Who Generously Made Donations
to Beautify our Church for Holy Week and Pascha

Holy Week Item Sponsors

Bessie Neofotistos
David & Flora Poloway
John Rodakis
Matt & Anne Sabia
Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis

Leonidas & Bonnie Koletas
Chris & Despina Lafakis
Alex & Megan Lousos
Ed & Mary McAdoo
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Easter Lily Donors

In Memory or In Honor

In memory of Euripides & Mary Christulides
In memory of Nick Moukoulis and Bill & Judi Bannon
In memory of George & Minnie Alexiadis and Charles & Connie Caravoulias

In memory of Fotios & Giannoula Davillas

In memory of Stergios Dikos, Strati Katsanis, and Effie and Mary Dukas

In honor of Panagiota Kostomite

In memory of Thomas & Maria Hatzipavlides

In memory of Eleni, Michael, and Chrysostomos

In memory of our loved ones who have passed away

In honor of Nina Laskaris

In memory of George C. Liacouras

In memory of Michael Culkin

In memory of Mary & Thomas Stathopoulos

In memory of Gordon & Helen Nichols, George & Mary Englezos, Emanuel & Calliope
Englesson, Francis & Ellen McAdoo, and our elders (Nichols-Englezos-McAdoo)

In memory of Georgios Mereos
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Kula Raggousis
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John Rodakis
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Anne & Matt Sabia

Senior Parea

Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis

Lawrence & Alexandra Tavlarides

Linda Tripolitis

Shirley Tripolitis
Katherine Tsipras
Irene Tsokas

Giorgio Vadarlis

In Memory or In Honor

In memory of Vangjush Nasi and Phidella Natale

In memory of my beloved husband George and my dear son Steven and
In honor of my daughter Elaine and my niece Mary

In memory of Ruth Andrews Nikas, Bill & Carolyn Ruhl, Alexandros & Despina Tsinikas,
Ralph & Alberta Andrews, Bruce Andrews, and Demetrios & Anna Manolis

In memory of Sergei & Tamara Pahomov, Daniel & Soledad Shepherd,
Douglas Shepherd, Aida Bejm, and Linda Angulo

In memory of Barbara & James Stamas, and in honor of Stephen Stamas

In memory of Pauline Papadakes

In memory of Peter Kostomite and Nicholas Papadimitriou

In honor of our mom, Bessie Neofotistos, and
In honor of our children -- Aram Christopher, Georgeanne, and Thomas
In memory of Aris and Harriet Podotas and
In memory of Michael & Martha Poloway
In memory of Theodoros Kaltsidis
In memory of Anthony & Patricia Fafalios, Karissa Conner,
Albert Richie, Hasna Saoud, and Louis Imbrogno
In memory of my parents Matthew & Erifili Rodakis
In honor of my nouna, Linda Tripolitis

In memory of the Scandalios and Callipolites Families

In memory of our beloved family members
In memory of Anna, Mnostula, Christos, Harry and Despina
In memory of George J. Tripolitis, beloved father and

In honor of Zoey Cosette Kreiser, my new granddaughter :
In memory of George Tripolitis P ;‘\.{:
In memory of Speros & Olga Tsipras, Elias S. Tsipras, and Maria Tsipras L
In memory of my husband Chris and my sister Anthroniki fj:—:-:;

In memory of Georgio & Vaia Baxevanidis
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 135/2025

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on Great and Holy Pascha, 2025
Holy Pascha, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-
named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

You raised with Yourself the whole race of Adam,
when You arose from the tomb.
(Canon of Pascha, Ode 6)

Xpiotoc Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

When our Lord Jesus Christ arose from the dead, not a single witness is recorded as
having seen this most monumental event in the history of the human race. His crucifiers, who
posted sentries to ensure that no one tampered with the seal that had been set upon the Stone
that covered His tomb, only felt the earthquake and bore false witness against the truth of His
Resurrection (Matthew 27:62-66). But the Lord had no need to break that seal or roll away any
stone, for His Arising from the grave transcended all categories of human understanding.
Rather, the earthquake and the stone’s rolling away by the angel happened for the astonished
guards, the myrrhbearers and His perplexed disciples.

The Church, in Her divinely inspired wisdom, has given us a picture of this moment
with the icon that is simply named, “Anastasis.” The most famous version of this icon in the

world, which has inspired countless reproductions, is in the Parecclesion of the Chora Church in



Constantinople. Notably, it depicts the resplendent and risen Lord of Glory lifting Adam and
Even out of their tombs by their wrists, and not their hands. This dramatic detail of humankind’s
rescue from death and Hades manifests that, as the Apostle Paul says, “by grace we are saved”
(Ephesians 2:8). It is not by our efforts that Eternal Life is won for us. It is the Sacrifice of the
Cross and its only possible conclusion — the Resurrection — that usher us into the Mansions of
Heaven. God holds onto us with His fierce and glorious love! He will not let us go, and He does
not depend on our strength to hold onto Him. For again, as the Apostle says, even “the weakness

of God is mightier than any human power” (I Corinthians 1:25).
My dear Christians,

If this is how God loves us, how should we love one another? In this season of Pascha,
when we sing: “let us forgive everything in the Resurrection” (Doxastikon of the Matins), what
possible negativity could we hold on to? Rather, let us take hold of one another and lift up each
other through love, compassion, forgiveness and mercy. For God lifted us up first, so that we
might share the exaltation of love with everyone around us. Because only then can we sing with

true integrity and unfettered joy the gladsome Paschal anthem:

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death,
and to those in the tombs He has granted life!

Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!
Holy Pascha 2025,
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'’KYKAIOX
ApOp. INowr.: 135/2025

Apyxtlermiokortikt) EykvkAiog yix 1o Aywo Iaoya.
Avywo Iaoxa 2025

IToog tovg LePacpiwtdtovg kat Ocopireotdtovg AgxLepels, Tovg EvAafeotatoug
Tepelc kat Awxxovouvg, tic IlgeoPutépec kal Tic Awakoviooes, toug Movayolug kat Tig
Movayéc, movg Ilpoédpovg wat ta MéAn 1wwv Kowotwawv XupBovAlwyv, Toug
EvtipoAoywtatovg Agxovteg tov Otkovpevikov [Natouapyelov, tax péAn g Hyeolag twv
100, T ‘Hpepnowa kat Amoyevpativa LxoAela, tic Pidomtwyxovg AdeApotnteg, ) NeoAaia,
tic ‘EAANvVop06d0ofegc Opyavwoels kat 0AOkANE0 10 Xolotemwvupo mANpwpa g Tepag
ApxLlemokoTG ApEQLKTG.

«ZUvavEéaTnoag mMayyYevr] Tov ADAL, AVAOTAG €K TOV TAQPOL».

(Kavovag tov Iaoxa, wdn 6m).
[Tooo@Aelc adeA@ol kal adeAPES €V T AVAOTTAVTL XQLOTQ,

Xolotog avéo!

To péyoto yeyovog otrv iotopla Tov avOpwTivov yévoug, dnAadr) 1] avaotaoT) €k
TV vekpwv tov Kvplov pag Tnoov Xplotov ovvteAéoOnie XwlS TV TaQovoia paQTiewyV
M) VOxTa €kelvn). Ol oTavpwTég Tov, oL EBaAav EOVEOVE YIX VX TLYOUVQEVLTOUV OTL KAVEIS
dev O dyytEettov o@oayylopévo Atbo mov okémale TOV TAPO TOV, EVIWOAV HOVO TOV OELOHUO
Kal €dwoav Pevdr) paptupia Y ta yeyovota €kelvng g voxtas (Mat0. k' 62-66). Ouwe 0
avaotnuévog Kvoplog dev xoewalotav va amokvAnoet 10 AlBo kat va magafidoet T
o@oayYda, kabwg 1) avaotaor] tov VmepPaivel kabe avOowmivn Aoyt katavonorn. O
OeloMOG €yve Kal 0 AOog ATIOKVALOTNKE ATIO TOV AYYEAO ATIOKAELOTIKA KAl HOVO YL TOUG

ATIOOPOAWUEVOVS OTQATIWTES, TIC HVEOPOQES KAl TOVG ATIOPNUEVOLS aONTEG TOV.



‘H ExxAnoia, pe 1) 0eomvevotn copia g, HAG MEOOPEQEL Ul AVATIAQACTAO
AUTNG TNG OTLYUTNG OTNV EIKOVA TIOL PEQEL TOV TITAO «1) dvaotaoic». H diaonuotepn éxdoxn
aUTNG TNG ElKOVAG MAYKOOUIWG, 1) OTola €xeL Epumvevoet avapiOunta avtiyoaga, Poloketatl
0T0 maekkAN oo e Movng g Xwoag otmv KwvotavtivovroAn. Ekel, 0 évdofoc katl
avaotnuévog Koplog g Adéng avaovpet tov Adap kat v Eda amo tovg tag@ovg toug,
KQATWVTAGS TOLG OXL ATIO TO X£0L, AAAX ATO TOV KAQTO. AVTN 1] DOAUATIKT] AETTTOHEQELX TNG
AUTOWONG TOoL AvOEWTOL ATto TO Bdvato kat tov Adn deixvel, 6mws Aéet 6 AmdotoAog
[TavAog, OtL «T1) Yoo xaouti éote oecwopévor (Eg. 2, 8). Aot dev amdkertal otr) dikn pag
nooomdOeta va kepdloovpe v alwvia Cwr). Etvat 1) Quoia tov otavpov pe katdAnér g
TIV AVAOTAOT), 1) OTOla HAG ELOAYELOTIS HOVES TOD 00QAVOL. O Oe0g HAG KQATAEL LLE PWTELVT)
Kkal duvartr) ayann! A pag denvel va pUYOUHE ATIO KOVTIA TOL KAl OeV €EQQTATAL ATO TNV
dkn pag dvvaun yux va kpatnBovpe kovta tov. I'ati, 6mws EavaAéel 6 amdotoAog, «To

aoBeveg ToL Oeov loXVEOTEQOV TV AvOpwTwV £oti» (A" Kop. 1, 25).

Ayamntol Hov XOLoTIavol,

Eav ol pag ayamna 6 Oedc, Mg apaye EUELS Opeidovue va ayamape aAATAovg;
Tnv mepiodo tov Ilaoxa, Otav PaAAovpe: «ZUYXWENOWUEV TAVIX T AVAOTACEL
(AoEaoTiko TOL BPOOVL TG €0QTNG), TTAWS TTOQOVLLE VA EXOVHE AQVITIKAX OCLVALOOT AT Vit
ToUC &AAOLG; Ag koatnOovpe O €vag ATO TOV &AAOV kal ag avupwoovpe dAANAovg pe
AYATN, CLVUTIOVIR, OLYXWENON Kal €Agog. AOTL 0 Oe0g TMEWTOS HAS AvOPwoEe, WOTE V&
HowacOovpe v Upwon avtr) T AYATNS Hé 0AoVS YUow pac. MOVo TOTE ITTOQOVUE Vi

PdAovpe pE TANEOTNTA KAl AVEKAXAN TN Xapa TOV O pBevtiko maoXdAto Duvo:
XQLOTOG AvEOTH €K VEKQWYV,
Oavatw Oavatov matroag,
KAL TOLG €V TOLS HVI|HAOL

CoTV XAQLOAEVOG.

Xowotog Avéo!
7{5 igo s %%fééos

t 6 Apeowng EAmtdogpdoog
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