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February 16, 2025
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions
Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople
Romanos the Younger
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”)

The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers
guarded Your Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world
Your gift of Life. For this do the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower. Glory to Your
Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom. Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ ¢haia kard kapmo¢ aveBAdornoag, év taic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia udpruc oeuvi, Kai
mpoonyayec Xpiotw Kaptov n durarov, Tous ¢ vnduog aou BAaatouc, Oi a ywvwy ebaywy, Aydmnv
1€ Kai "EATida o0v 1 Bebgpovi ioTel, uebwv SUCWTTEI UTTED TTAVIWV HUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di' agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti;
meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr

dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up
by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede
with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — Tis patroas dhoxis sou (*From Your fatherly glory”)

| revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You
gave me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, | cry out,* | have sinned before You, merciful
loving Father.* O receive me in repentance, * | pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands.
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Saturday of the Souls ZafBBoatw Twv Puywv
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY




PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God: and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4.6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21:22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1.37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Qur *Prayer Warriors" do
justthat. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily for a period of 6 months.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:

1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https://fforms.office com/rkMx49JdptiM OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but
| will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | therefore take the members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes
one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside
the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with
a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God.

Avayvwolg EMOTOARG
Npog Kopivlioug o' 6:12-20 10 Avayvwaoua

[évorro, Kupie, 10 £Aed¢ aou €' Nuac.
Zriy. AyaAAiaole dikaiol £v Kupiw

AdeAgoi, Tavta poi EEeaTiv, GAN o0 TGvia CUQEPEl- TIAVTA ol EEEOTIV, GAN OUK €yw
efouaiaabnoopal UG Tivog. Ta Bpwpata Tf KoIAig, kai i Kolia T0i¢ Bpwupaciv: O d& Bedg Kai
TauTnV Kai TadTa katapynael. TO 8¢ a@pa oU TR TTopveiqr, GAAG TG Kupiw, kai O KUPIOg TG CWHATI-
0 ¢ Be0g Kai TOV KUpIov Ayelpev Kai NUAG ECeyepel dia TG duvapews auTod. Ouk oidate OTI TG
owuata U@V péAn XpioTol €oTiv; "Apac o0V T péAn 100 XpioTol Toifow mépvng péAn; MR
yévoito. Ouk oidare 611 © KoAwpevVog Tf TdpvN Ev oWpad £aTiv; "Egovar yap, enaiv, oi 800 €ig
odpka piav. ‘O & KoMweVOS T Kupiw £v TveOpa €aTiv. Pelyete TRV TTopveiav. Mav audptnua 6
eav mroinan GvBpwog £kTOG 100 oWUaTog €aTiv- O 6€ Topvelwv €ig TO idlov aua Gpaptdvel. "H
oUK 0idaTe &TI 1O oua VPGV vadg 100 v Upiv dyiou Tvelpardc €aTiv, oU Exete &mmd Beol; Kai
oUK €0TE €auTQ)V, Ryopdadnte yap TIPAG: dothaarte Or) TOV BedV £V TG GwaT UV, Kai &V TR
TIveUpaTl UV, ativé €oTiv 100 Be0l.



GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me." And he divided
his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took
his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So
he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but | perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to
my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants." And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son." But the father
said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years | have served you, and
| never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that | might make merry with
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you
killed for him the fatted calf!" And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.™

February Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable
organization selected by Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in February will be provided to the International
Orthodox Christian Charities Emergency Response Network for its work in assisting those affected by
the California fires. You can learn more about IOCC's efforts here: www.IOCC.org. In your prayers,
please remember those suffering as a result of the devastation as well as the relief workers.

Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in supporting
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters,
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.

A BETTER FILLA

DAYS
5 i BACKPACK DRIVE

NS0 OUTRTACH
POR SUBTERS § FRILABILIEIA

Philoptochos is collecting items towards a backpack drive
for Better Days Ahead of Phoenixville, PA.
For more information on this organization or to
view donation needs, visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/bda.
The deadline for donation dropoff is Saturday, March 22nd.

ASSEMBLED BACKPACKS WITH DONATED ITEMS WILL BE
DISTRIBUTED TO HOUSELESS INDIVIDUALS IN OUR AREA



http://www.iocc.org/

OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2025

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

FEBRUARY 9th Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15 and distressed. Trust in God,
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 not yourself and ask for His help

TRIODION WEEKS )
Fast - Free Week @ Pobean uLnd fhec Eharisae Show compassion on the poor

before every task this week.

Nonnal £ost Wesk LY The Prodigal Son Returns! Schedule a Confession. Every morning

FEBRUARY 16th ) ® > . Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 say, “Today | will be humble.”

Hadpel bk it Use up/freeze meats this week.

Meatfare ‘\ ai The Last Judgement Pray facing East this week.
@WANE Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 Christ is returning from the East and
FEBRUARY 23rd{ 4 . !  Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 we wait for Him!

SRR RO Use up/freeze dairy this week.

Cheesefare Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!
; Ask each other for

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
MARCH 2nd ' 3 *  Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this
FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY ‘ Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21 week before bed.

GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS

1st Sunday of Lent e ” ¥
MARCH 9th | A3lc  SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to church
s Al Epistle: Hebrews 11:24.26, 32.12:2 for a procession.
Gospel: John 1:43-51

2nd Sunday of Lent ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring a prayer rope to be

MARCH 16th I Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 blessed today!
& ~ Gospel: Mark 2:1-12 Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer

each day this week.

3rd Sunday of Lent VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS ey
HALF WAY TO PASCHA! Wear your cross to church an
MARCH 23rd Epistfle: Hebrews 4:14-5:6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34-9:1 each morning with a bow!

Ath Suniday of Lent d g ST JOHN of the LADDER Every time you climb stairs this week
MARCH 30th iy | Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20 ask St. John to help you reach
¢ : Gospel: Mark 9:17-31 Paradise with the sign of the cross!

5th Sunday of Lent ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you
APRIL 6th & Episile: Hebrews 9:11-14 and the world pure thoughts
Mark 10:32-45 and ideas this week.

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAYI v GREAT AND HOLY WEEK Place your palm branches
APRIL 13th ENTRY OF OUR LORD |NTO JERUSALEM and pussywillows behind

t loe Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9 :
GREAT WEEK BEGINS % G}:)spel: Johnprl’z:l-la an icon at home

9
GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY nems. GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
.gff CROSS Refrain from TV, Internet &
APRIL 18th ﬁ H &fa CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phanasito honerChels & DAt

and in your car!

JESUS DIES ON THE CRO
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE
Greet everyone with

FEAST OF FEASTS! \ BRIGHT WEEK “CHRIST IS RISENI”
APRIL 20th ’ HOLY PASCHALI (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before
NO FASTING! Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  good morning and goodnight!
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EVAITEAION
'Ek T00 Kara Aoukadv 15:11-32 EUayyeAiou 10 Avayvwopa

Efmev 6 Kopiog THv TrapaBoAfv TadTtny - AvBpwrdc TIC eixe 500 UioUg. Kai EMTEV © VEWTEPOS
auTQV TG TraTpi- TaTe, 06¢ ol 1O EmMPBAANoV uépog TR oUaiag. kai dIETAev aUToi¢ TOV
Biov. kai peT” oU TOMAC APEPAC auvayaywy ATTavTa O VEWTEPOS UIOC ATIEDUNTEY Ei¢
xwpav Jakpav, kai éket dieakdpiae TV oUagiav autod (v acwTwg. damavrgaviog 6&
auto0 Tavia €yévero MIPOC ioXupdC Katdl TRV xwpav €keivny, kai altdg Apéato
uaTepeioBal. kai TTopeuBeic EkoAAAON Evi TGV TONITGOV TAG XWPOS EKEIvVNG, Kai ETTEPYEV
auTov €i¢ ToUG Aypoug autol BAOOKEIV X0ipoug. Kai £TEBULEI yepiaal TRV kolAiav aUTtol amod
TV KepaTiwv Wv KoBiov of xoipol, kai oUdeic £didou alT®. eic autdv B& ENBWV eite -
o600l pioBiol 100 TTATPAG Hou TIEPITOEUOUTIV APTWY, £y O& AIU@ amdMupall avaoTag
Tropedgopal TTPOG TOV TTATéEPA Hou Kai Epi auT@ - TaTep, AUApPTOV €i¢ TOV 0UPavVOV Kai
EVWTTIOV GOU. OUKETI €ipi ai€log kAnBival uidg gou- Toinadv We we Eva TV pIoBiwv gou.
kai GvaoTac AAGE TpOC TOV TTatépa alTod. £T1 8€ aUTod HaKPAV ATTEXOVTOC EIBEV AUTOV O
marip autod kai éomAayxviobn, kai dpauwv Emémeoev €T 1OV TpAXNAOV aUTOT KO
kate@iAnoev alTov. eimme & aUT® O UIGC: TTATEP, FUapTOV €iC TOV 0UPAVOV Kai EVWOTTIOV
oou, Kai OUKETI €ipi GE10¢ KANBfval uidg oou. eimre 8& © TTaThp TPOS ToUE doUAoug alTod -
€€evéykarte TRV OTOARV TRV TTPWTNV Kai £vdUoaTte auTdv, Kai dATe dakTUAIOV €i¢ TRV XETpa
autod kai UTTodAMATA €i¢ TOUG TOAG, Kai EVEYKAVTEG TOV HOTXOV TOV OITEUTOV BUCATE, KO
QayovTeC e0PPAVODEY, BT 0UTOC O UIGE Hou VeEkpOS AV Kai AvELNTE, Kai ATOAWAGC AV
Kai €UP£BN. kai ApgavTo cuPpaiveadar. "Hy 8¢ 6 uidg autod O TPETPUTEPOS £V Ayp®) - Kai
WG £pXOUEVOC AYYIOE TH 0iKiQ, AKOUTE GUUQWVIaS kai XopQv, Kai TTPOOKAAETALEVOS Eva
TV Taidwv £muvBaverto Ti €in TadTa. O 8¢ imev alT® 611 & AdeApAC oou fikel Kai £Buoev
O TatAp gou TOV HOOXOV TOV CITEUTOV, OTI Uylaivovia auTov amélaBev. wpyiodn d¢ kai
oUK fiBeAev eioeABETv. © 00V Tratp alTod £EeABIV TTapekGAel alTOV. & BE ATToKPIBEIC EftTe
160 TTaTpi- idou TogadTa £1n douAeUw ol kai oUdETOTE €vioArv aou TrapfiAbov, Kai £uoi
oUdEToTE E8WKAC EIpov iva PeTdt TGV GiAwv ou EUPPavBG) - &Te 8 O UiGS aou oUTOC, O
KaTaQaywy Gou TOV Biov PeTdl Topvdy, AABev, EBucac auTid TOV HOTYOV TOV CITEUTOV. O
8¢ eimmev aUTGR) - Tékvov, OU TTAVTOTE PeT’ oD €1, Kai TTavTa T8 €udt 0@ 0TIV e0QpavOfval
8¢ kai xapfivar £de1, 611 6 ASEAPAC Gou 0UTOC VEKPOC AV Kai AvELNTE, Kai ATTOAWAGIC AV
kai eUPEDN.



THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.
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He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

|
[\

-

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen




S/:riu, into life.

Give blood.

-

American
Red Cross
-

Interfaith Blood Drive

St. Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Church

and

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Wednesday March 12t 2025
1:30PM - 6:30PM

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church = Hall
900 S. Trooper Rd
Norristown, PA 19403

Sign up at redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code:
PAlnterfaith
SCAN TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

Give in March for a $10 Gift Card by email & successful donations get A1C testing.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Bload Donor App

©2019 The American National Red Cross

ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it 1s in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tatep MUY 6 v T0iC 0VpUvois
ayctTo 0 Ovoud Gov,
EL0ETo 1) Paotieia cov,
yevnBnTe 10 BEAnUd Gov, O¢
gv ovpav® Kai i TS YijC.

Tov dptov nudY tov

EMOVO10V BOG NIV

onpepov Kai eec Uiy wd
OperluaTe NUOVY, OC Kal NUETS

aQisley TO1G OQELETING LAY Kl

i eloevEyKkmg NMudc i

REWPACUOV, GAAG pOoOL UES Ao

TOD TOVIPOD.

Pa-ter 1-mon o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-nd ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ou-si-on dos i-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes 1-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-lé-tes i-mon ke
mi i-se-nég-kis i-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-po
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday wordpress.com



http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
| will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

. CARNIVAL

SUN | MARCH2ND =~ = . .
\\l// 12PM | AFTER DIVINE LITURGY

o »’! ?.\, : BAKED ZITI - SALAD - GARLIC BREAD
,'/'.-r:i-' DESSERT - BEVERAGE

#




; AHEPACI- apter

PHILLY
CHEESESTEAK LUNCH
FEBRUARY 23

Cheesesteg)k
FreﬂCh Fries - Dring

Only $15

a -

JOIN OUT LOCAL AHEPA CHAPTER
FOR DETAILS
MATT STOLARCZYK mattstolarczyk@cs.com (215)740-8841

AHEPA THANKS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

February 16, 2025
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions
Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople
Romanos the Younger
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our

Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Saturday of Souls: The first Saturday of Souls is Saturday, February 22nd. Forms for the names of
the departed are available at the Pangari (and attached). Please submit your names to the Parish
office by February 21st at 12 noon. Please DO NOT text the names or submit them via Facebook.
Please also remember your loved ones by not only submitting their names, but by making koliva and
attending the holy services to offer your own prayers for their eternal rest. Please remember that the
names you submit are read on all three Saturdays. Please PRINT CLEARLY, AND ONLY BAPTISMAL
FIRST NAMES ARE NECESSARY.

House Blessings: If you wish to have your homes and/or businesses blessed before the beginning
of Great Lent, please contact the Parish office to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org
or 610-650-8960.)

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The
choir is always looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on
our rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the
choir is right for you. Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email
him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!

Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church. If
you would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red
Wine OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus).
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Fri-Sun, 2/14-16

Sun. Feb. 16th 8:45 am
12:15 pm

Thurs. Feb. 20th 4:30 pm
Fri. Feb. 21st 6:30 pm
Sat. Feb. 22nd 8:45 am
Sun. Feb. 23r 8:45 am
12:15 pm

Thurs. Feb. 27t 4:30 pm
Fri. Feb. 28t 6:30 pm
Sat. Mar. 1st 8:45am
Sun. Mar, 2nd 8:45 am
12:15 pm

5:00 pm

Mon. Mar. 3rd 6:30 pm
Wed. Mar. 5th 6:30 pm
Thurs. Mar. 6t 4:30 pm
Fri. Mar. 7th 6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Sat. Mar. 8th 8:45 am
Sun. Mar. ot 8:45 am

12:15 pm

Music & Dance Festival, Sheraton Hotel Downtown Philadelphia

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Greek School (Adults)

Greek School (Children)

Kolyva class (in the Parish kitchen)
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Saturday of Souls

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Judgment Sunday (Meatfare)

Parish Oratorical Festival following Divine Liturgy
AHEPA Cheesesteak Fundraiser
Greek School (Adults)

Greek School (Children)

Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) — in the church hall
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Saturday of Souls

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare)
Philoptochos Fundraiser — Pasta Carnival
Greek School (Adults)

Vespers of Forgiveness

Great Compline - Great Lent Begins
Presanctified Liturgy

Greek School (Children)

Salutation to the Theotokos

Potluck & Lecture

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Saturday of Souls

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday of Orthodoxy

Daylight Saving Time Begins

Greek School (Adults)

KOLIVA CLASS

Learn how to prepare koliva for Saturday of Souls
and the importance of remembering our loved ones after they
have fallen asleep in the Lord

FRIDAY, FEB. 21 AT 6:30PM
IN THE PARISH KITCHEN

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
no later than Wed 2/19
in order to have sufficient ingredients for all

Pre-Cooked Sitari for Sale: $10 for 1ib bag

EMAIL LADIES@SAINTSOPHIACHURCH.ORG
OR CALL/TEXT LUCY KLINE AT 215/206-8180
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Rev. Fr. Symeon Williams, Proistamenos

Announcing the
Agape Society
Planned Giving Program

Dear St. Sophia Stewards and Friends:
As we progress with our Strategic Planning process, we are excited to announce the launch of the St. Sophia
planned giving program which we have named the Agape Society.

What is Planned Giving?

Planned Giving is a way that Stewards can make a lasting impact on the St. Sophia community by including
the church in their estate plans with a meaningful gift after they fall asleep in the Lord. An easy way to do
this is to name St. Sophia/Ss. Faith Hope & Agape Greek Orthodox church as a percentage beneficiary of
a retirement account such as a 401(k) or IRA, or a life insurance policy. Another way is to include the
Church in an Estate Plan.

What is an Estate Plan?

Estate planning is the process where you outline who gets your estate when you pass away in a planned
manner to help with inheritance tax and other costs. Some of the tools used in estate planning are wills,
trusts and related documents. It is something that everyone should do regardless of the size of the estate.
You do not need to be rich to have an Estate Plan, but it is advisable to have an estate attorney assist you in
creating Estate Plan documents. We are fortunate to have attorneys in our community who have volunteered
to give estate planning advice free of charge to Stewards of St. Sophia to help us launch our Agape Society
Planned Giving Program. Please contact the Church office for the current list of attorneys who support the
program.

What is the Agape Society?

In addition to being the youngest daughter of St. Sophia and one of the martyred saints to which our Church
is dedicated, Agape (4ydan) is also an ancient Greek word that means unconditional charitable love. What
better way to show your unconditional charitable love for your Church than to participate in planned giving?
Participants in this program will be acknowledged as a member of the Agape Society in church
communications.

Please join us in the spirit of Agape and consider making a planned gift to ensure the long-term future of
our parish.

Yours in Christ,
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Fr. Symeon Williams John Pogas
Proistamenos Parish Council President
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