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February 16, 2025 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions  
Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople 

Romanos the Younger 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMNS      

 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”) 
The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers 
guarded Your Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world 
Your gift of Life.  For this do the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower.  Glory to Your 
Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom.  Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην  
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; 
meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up 
by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede 
with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Tis patroas dhoxis sou (“From Your fatherly glory”) 
I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You 
gave me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal’s words, I cry out,* I have sinned before You, merciful 
loving Father.* O receive me in repentance, * I pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

 
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but 
I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and 
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the 
Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside 
the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with 
a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 6:12-20 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφ' ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι ἐν Κυρίῳ 
 

Ἀδελφοί, πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει· πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐκ ἐγὼ 
ἐξουσιασθήσομαι ὑπό τινος. Τὰ βρώματα τῇ κοιλίᾳ, καὶ ἡ κοιλία τοῖς βρώμασιν· ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ 
ταύτην καὶ ταῦτα καταργήσει. Τὸ δὲ σῶμα οὐ τῇ πορνείᾳ, ἀλλὰ τῷ κυρίῳ, καὶ ὁ κύριος τῷ σώματι· 
ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ τὸν κύριον ἤγειρεν καὶ ἡμᾶς ἐξεγερεῖ διὰ τῆς δυνάμεως αὐτοῦ. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὰ 
σώματα ὑμῶν μέλη Χριστοῦ ἐστιν; Ἄρας οὖν τὰ μέλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ ποιήσω πόρνης μέλη; Μὴ 
γένοιτο. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι ὁ κολλώμενος τῇ πόρνῃ ἓν σῶμά ἐστιν; Ἔσονται γάρ, φησίν, οἱ δύο εἰς 
σάρκα μίαν. Ὁ δὲ κολλώμενος τῷ κυρίῳ ἓν πνεῦμά ἐστιν. Φεύγετε τὴν πορνείαν. Πᾶν ἁμάρτημα ὃ 
ἐὰν ποιήσῃ ἄνθρωπος ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματός ἐστιν· ὁ δὲ πορνεύων εἰς τὸ ἴδιον σῶμα ἁμαρτάνει. Ἢ 
οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὸ σῶμα ὑμῶν ναὸς τοῦ ἐν ὑμῖν ἁγίου πνεύματός ἐστιν, οὗ ἔχετε ἀπὸ θεοῦ; Καὶ 
οὐκ ἐστὲ ἑαυτῶν, ἠγοράσθητε γὰρ τιμῆς· δοξάσατε δὴ τὸν θεὸν ἐν τῷ σώματι ὑμῶν, καὶ ἐν τῷ 
πνεύματι ὑμῶν, ἅτινά ἐστιν τοῦ θεοῦ. 
 
 



 
GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32 
 

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them 
said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided 
his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took 
his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when 
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So 
he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 
feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no 
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired 
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to 
my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father 
said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make 
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And 
he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 
has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and 
I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you 
killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.'" 
 

February Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable 
organization selected by Philoptochos. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in February will be provided to the International 
Orthodox Christian Charities Emergency Response Network for its work in assisting those affected by 
the California fires. You can learn more about IOCC’s efforts here: www.IOCC.org. In your prayers, 
please remember those suffering as a result of the devastation as well as the relief workers.   
 
Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in supporting 
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the 
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, 
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the 
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.   
 
 

http://www.iocc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 15:11-32 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις εἶχε δύο υἱούς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ νεώτερος 
αὐτῶν τῷ πατρί· πάτερ, δός μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον μέρος τῆς οὐσίας. καὶ διεῖλεν αὐτοῖς τὸν 
βίον. καὶ μετ᾿ οὐ πολλὰς ἡμέρας συναγαγὼν ἅπαντα ὁ νεώτερος υἱὸς ἀπεδήμησεν εἰς 
χώραν μακράν, καὶ ἐκεῖ διεσκόρπισε τὴν οὐσίαν αὐτοῦ ζῶν ἀσώτως. δαπανήσαντος δὲ 
αὐτοῦ πάντα ἐγένετο λιμὸς ἰσχυρὸς κατὰ τὴν χώραν ἐκείνην, καὶ αὐτὸς ἤρξατο 
ὑστερεῖσθαι. καὶ πορευθεὶς ἐκολλήθη ἑνὶ τῶν πολιτῶν τῆς χώρας ἐκείνης, καὶ ἔπεμψεν 
αὐτὸν εἰς τοὺς ἀγροὺς αὐτοῦ βόσκειν χοίρους. καὶ ἐπεθύμει γεμίσαι τὴν κοιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ 
τῶν κερατίων ὧν ἤσθιον οἱ χοῖροι, καὶ οὐδεὶς ἐδίδου αὐτῷ. εἰς ἑαυτὸν δὲ ἐλθὼν εἶπε· 
πόσοι μίσθιοι τοῦ πατρός μου περισσεύουσιν ἄρτων, ἐγὼ δὲ λιμῷ ἀπόλλυμαι! ἀναστὰς 
πορεύσομαι πρὸς τὸν πατέρα μου καὶ ἐρῶ αὐτῷ· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ 
ἐνώπιόν σου. οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου· ποίησόν με ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων σου. 
καὶ ἀναστὰς ἦλθε πρὸς τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ. ἔτι δὲ αὐτοῦ μακρὰν ἀπέχοντος εἶδεν αὐτὸν ὁ 
πατὴρ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ δραμὼν ἐπέπεσεν ἐπὶ τὸν τράχηλον αὐτοῦ καὶ 
κατεφίλησεν αὐτόν. εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ υἱός· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν 
σου, καὶ οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου. εἶπε δὲ ὁ πατὴρ πρὸς τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ· 
ἐξενέγκατε τὴν στολὴν τὴν πρώτην καὶ ἐνδύσατε αὐτόν, καὶ δότε δακτύλιον εἰς τὴν χεῖρα 
αὐτοῦ καὶ ὑποδήματα εἰς τοὺς πόδας, καὶ ἐνέγκαντες τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτὸν θύσατε, καὶ 
φαγόντες εὐφρανθῶμεν, ὅτι οὗτος ὁ υἱός μου νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν 
καὶ εὑρέθη. καὶ ἤρξαντο εὐφραίνεσθαι. ῏Ην δὲ ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ ὁ πρεσβύτερος ἐν ἀγρῷ· καὶ 
ὡς ἐρχόμενος ἤγγισε τῇ οἰκίᾳ, ἤκουσε συμφωνίας καὶ χορῶν, καὶ προσκαλεσάμενος ἕνα 
τῶν παίδων ἐπυνθάνετο τί εἴη ταῦτα. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου ἥκει καὶ ἔθυσεν 
ὁ πατήρ σου τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν, ὅτι ὑγιαίνοντα αὐτὸν ἀπέλαβεν. ὠργίσθη δὲ καὶ 
οὐκ ἤθελεν εἰσελθεῖν. ὁ οὖν πατὴρ αὐτοῦ ἐξελθὼν παρεκάλει αὐτόν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπε 
τῷ πατρί· ἰδοὺ τοσαῦτα ἔτη δουλεύω σοι καὶ οὐδέποτε ἐντολήν σου παρῆλθον, καὶ ἐμοὶ 
οὐδέποτε ἔδωκας ἔριφον ἵνα μετὰ τῶν φίλων μου εὐφρανθῶ· ὅτε δὲ ὁ υἱός σου οὗτος, ὁ 
καταφαγών σου τὸν βίον μετὰ πορνῶν, ἦλθεν, ἔθυσας αὐτῷ τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν. ὁ 
δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τέκνον, σὺ πάντοτε μετ᾿ ἐμοῦ εἶ, καὶ πάντα τὰ ἐμὰ σά ἐστιν· εὐφρανθῆναι 
δὲ καὶ χαρῆναι ἔδει, ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου οὗτος νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν 
καὶ εὑρέθη.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                              



   

http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
February 16, 2025 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions  
Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople 

Romanos the Younger 
 

 
St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.     
 
 
Saturday of Souls: The first Saturday of Souls is Saturday, February 22nd. Forms for the names of 
the departed are available at the Pangari (and attached). Please submit your names to the Parish 
office by February 21st at 12 noon. Please DO NOT text the names or submit them via Facebook. 
Please also remember your loved ones by not only submitting their names, but by making koliva and 
attending the holy services to offer your own prayers for their eternal rest. Please remember that the 
names you submit are read on all three Saturdays. Please PRINT CLEARLY, AND ONLY BAPTISMAL 
FIRST NAMES ARE NECESSARY. 
 
House Blessings: If you wish to have your homes and/or businesses blessed before the beginning 
of Great Lent, please contact the Parish office to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org 
or 610-650-8960.) 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is always looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on 
our rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the 
choir is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email 
him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you! 
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If 
you would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red 
Wine OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 

mailto:office@saintsophiachurch.org
tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com


 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Announcing the  
Agape Society  

Planned Giving Program 

Dear St. Sophia Stewards and Friends: 
As we progress with our Strategic Planning process, we are excited to announce the launch of the St. Sophia 
planned giving program which we have named the Agape Society. 

What is Planned Giving? 
Planned Giving is a way that Stewards can make a lasting impact on the St. Sophia community by including 
the church in their estate plans with a meaningful gift after they fall asleep in the Lord. An easy way to do 
this is to name St. Sophia/Ss. Faith Hope & Agape Greek Orthodox church as a percentage beneficiary of 
a retirement account such as a 401(k) or IRA, or a life insurance policy.  Another way is to include the 
Church in an Estate Plan. 

What is an Estate Plan? 
Estate planning is the process where you outline who gets your estate when you pass away in a planned 
manner to help with inheritance tax and other costs. Some of the tools used in estate planning are wills, 
trusts and related documents. It is something that everyone should do regardless of the size of the estate. 
You do not need to be rich to have an Estate Plan, but it is advisable to have an estate attorney assist you in 
creating Estate Plan documents. We are fortunate to have attorneys in our community who have volunteered 
to give estate planning advice free of charge to Stewards of St. Sophia to help us launch our Agape Society 
Planned Giving Program. Please contact the Church office for the current list of attorneys who support the 
program. 

What is the Agape Society? 
In addition to being the youngest daughter of St. Sophia and one of the martyred saints to which our Church 
is dedicated, Agape (Αγάπη) is also an ancient Greek word that means unconditional charitable love. What 
better way to show your unconditional charitable love for your Church than to participate in planned giving? 
Participants in this program will be acknowledged as a member of the Agape Society in church 
communications. 

Please join us in the spirit of Agape and consider making a planned gift to ensure the long-term future of 
our parish. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Symeon Williams John Pogas 
Proistamenos  Parish Council President 

St. Sophia 
SS. Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
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