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ENTRANCE HYMNS      

 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ton Sinanarchon Logon (“The Word Who Always Was”) 
O, The Word Who always was with the Father and Spirit, who for us and our salvation was born of a Virgin let 
us faithful believers praise and adore, For it did please Him to ascend the Cross in the flesh and Death to 
endure. And to raise up the dead with Him through His own glorious Resurrection. 
 
Apolytikion for St. Makarios the Egyptian – Tis erimou politis (“A citizen of the desert”) 
As a citizen of the desert and an angel incarnate * and a wonder-worker you shone forth, O Makarios our God-
bearing father. * Since you received the spiritual gifts * by fasting and vigilance and prayer, * you can cure those 
who are ailing and heal the souls * of those who run to you with faith. * Glory to Him who gave His might to you; 
* glory to Him who placed a crown on you; * glory to Him who operates through you, providing cures to all. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – O mitran parthenikin (“The womb of a virgin”) 
You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by Your presentation You blessed the hands of Symeon, 
when You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your world at war, and 
let love for Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord. 
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Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11 

 
You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. 

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed. 
 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put 
to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons 
of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, 
and in all. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κολοσσαεῖς 3:4-11 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Σὺ Κύριε, φυλάξαις ἡμᾶς καὶ διατηρήσαις ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Σῶσον με, Κύριε, ὅτι ἐκλέλοιπεν ὅσιος. 
 

Ἀδελφοί, ὅταν ὁ Χριστὸς φανερωθῇ, ἡ ζωὴ ἡμῶν, τότε καὶ ὑμεῖς σὺν αὐτῷ 
φανερωθήσεσθε ἐν δόξῃ. Νεκρώσατε οὖν τὰ μέλη ὑμῶν τὰ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, πορνείαν, 
ἀκαθαρσίαν, πάθος, ἐπιθυμίαν κακήν, καὶ τὴν πλεονεξίαν, ἥτις ἐστὶν εἰδωλολατρεία, διʼ ἃ 
ἔρχεται ἡ ὀργὴ τοῦ θεοῦ ἐπὶ τοὺς υἱοὺς τῆς ἀπειθείας· Ἐν οἷς καὶ ὑμεῖς περιεπατήσατέ 
ποτε, ὅτε ἐζῆτε ἐν αὐτοῖς. Νυνὶ δὲ ἀπόθεσθε καὶ ὑμεῖς τὰ πάντα, ὀργήν, θυμόν, κακίαν, 
βλασφημίαν, αἰσχρολογίαν ἐκ τοῦ στόματος ὑμῶν· μὴ ψεύδεσθε εἰς ἀλλήλους, 
ἀπεκδυσάμενοι τὸν παλαιὸν ἄνθρωπον σὺν ταῖς πράξεσιν αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν 
νέον, τὸν ἀνακαινούμενον εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν κατʼ εἰκόνα τοῦ κτίσαντος αὐτόν· ὅπου οὐκ ἔνι 
Ἕλλην καὶ Ἰουδαῖος, περιτομὴ καὶ ἀκροβυστία, βάρβαρος, Σκύθης, δοῦλος, ἐλεύθερος· 
ἀλλὰ τὰ πάντα καὶ ἐν πᾶσιν Χριστός. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 17:12-19 

 
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and 
lifted up their voices and said: "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." When he saw them he said 
to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were cleansed. Then 
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 
and he fell on his face at Jesus's feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then said 
Jesus: "Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" And he said to him: "Rise and go your way; your faith has 
made you well." 
 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 17:12-19 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, εἰσερχομένου αὐτοῦ εἴς τινα κώμην ἀπήντησαν αὐτῷ δέκα λεπροὶ 
ἄνδρες, οἳ ἔστησαν πόρρωθεν, καὶ αὐτοὶ ἦραν φωνὴν λέγοντες· ᾿Ιησοῦ ἐπιστάτα, ἐλέησον 
ἡμᾶς. καὶ ἰδὼν εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· πορευθέντες ἐπιδείξατε ἑαυτοὺς τοῖς ἱερεῦσι. καὶ ἐγένετο ἐν 
τῷ ὑπάγειν αὐτοὺς ἐκαθαρίσθησαν. εἷς δὲ ἐξ αὐτῶν, ἰδὼν ὅτι ἰάθη, ὑπέστρεψε μετὰ 
φωνῆς μεγάλης δοξάζων τὸν Θεόν, καὶ ἔπεσεν ἐπὶ πρόσωπον παρὰ τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ 
εὐχαριστῶν αὐτῷ· καὶ αὐτὸς ἦν Σαμαρείτης. ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν· οὐχὶ οἱ δέκα 
ἐκαθαρίσθησαν; οἱ δὲ ἐννέα ποῦ; οὐχ εὑρέθησαν ὑποστρέψαντες δοῦναι δόξαν τῷ Θεῷ 
εἰ μὴ ὁ ἀλλογενὴς οὗτος; καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἀναστὰς πορεύου· ἡ πίστις σου σέσωκέ σε. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable 
organization selected by Philoptochos. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in January will be provided to Good Works, Inc., a 
Chester County nonprofit that repairs homes for low income families at no cost. You can learn more 
about this worthwhile organization at www.goodworksinc.org. Please remember In your prayers those 
who are in the care of and who work for Good Works, Inc. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in supporting 
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the 
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, 
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the 
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.   
 
 
 
Blessing of the Homes at Theophany 
If you wish to have your homes and/or businesses blessed after the Feast of Theophany, please 
contact the Parish office to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org or 610-650-8960.) 
 
Persons who have never had a house blessing often wonder what to do when the priest comes and 
what happens while he is there. The procedure is as follows:  
 
 1. Welcome the priest into your home.  
 2. Turn off the television and stereos and gather your family before the family icons or in the 

dining room.  
 3. Present to the priest a list of family members and loved ones you wish the priest to pray.  
 4. Be attentive to the prayers and recite the Lord’s Prayer with the priest.  
 5. When it comes time to bless the home, one family member should lead the priest to the 

various rooms to be blessed. Other family members should remain in the “prayer area” until 
the priest returns.  

 6. The priest offers a concluding prayer 
 
 

http://www.goodworksinc.org/
mailto:office@saintsophiachurch.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                              



 

  



 
 
2025 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2025 Church calendars are available 
for pickup in the Narthex of the church and on the table outside of the Parish office. The calendars are 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family 
take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you! 
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? 
The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir 
is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email 
him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you! 

 
 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.     
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is chanted for Irene Lafakis (3 months) of Birmingham, Alabama. She 
was the beloved mother of Chris (Despina) Lafakis and grandson Zachary; and Argie Maria (Charles) 
Borders and granddaughter Mary Irini. She was preceded in death by her husband Pete Theodore 
Lafakis. May her memory be eternal. 
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Leonidas and Bonnie Koletas for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 
Stewardship Appreciation Sunday: In appreciation for the tremendous support of our stewards, the 
Parish Council invites you to a complimentary brunch on Sunday, January 26, 2025, immediately 
following Divine Liturgy. We hope you can join us in fellowship! 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: We did it! Our Mortgage Reduction Campaign raised $133,712.11 
in 2024, which secured us an anonymous matching gift of $100,000.  Along with our regular payments, 
our mortgage, which started in April 2012 at $1,550,000, was reduced from $654,115.57 on January 
1, 2024 to $329,426.20 on January 1, 2025.  Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated 
in 2024, and please help us continue to reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 
 
Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2024 Stewardship Program. If you 
have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so now. In addition, by whichever method you 
make your payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate 
“Stewardship 2024” with your name so that your account is properly credited.  
 

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship 
chairperson. The 2025 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize 
our stewardship rolls for last year. Thank you! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Calling All Current Girl Scouts of our Parish: If you have a daughter who would like to sign up to 
do her own cookie booth during coffee hour, please email Elaine in the Parish office 
(office@saintsophiachurch.org). Cookie sales will take place beginning Sunday, January 26th. Your 
daughter will need to set-up & decorate your table, clean up afterwards, and dress in either your GS 
uniform or a GS shirt. Thank you! 
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