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ENTRANCE HYMNS  
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”) 
Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of strength 
has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. First-born among 
the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has granted to the world His Great 
Mercy. 

Apolytikion for the Forefeast – Apestrefeto pote (Jordan River once turned back”) 
Jordan River once turned back when Elisha struck its stream * with his mantle in the wake of Elias's ascent; * 
and the water was parted to the one side and to the other. * And thus the fluid stream became a dry way for 
him, * a symbol and truly a type of Baptism, * by which we now pass over the streaming passage of the present 
life. * And Christ appeared at the Jordan River * to sanctify the waters. 

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

Seasonal Kontakion – En tis rithris simeron (“Today in the running waters of the Jordan”) 
In the running waters of the Jordan River, on this day the Lord of all crieth to John: Be not afraid and hesitate 
not to baptize Me, for I am come to save Adam, the first-formed man. 

https://bit.ly/4gDexgi?r=qr


Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8 

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God. 

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your 
ministry. 

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to 
me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Τιμόθεον β' 4:5-8 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

Σῶσον, Κύριε τὸν λαὸν σου καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου. 
Στίχ. Πρὸς σἐ, Κύριε, κεκράξομαι ὁ Θεός μου. 

Τέκνον Τιμόθεε, νῆφε ἐν πᾶσιν, κακοπάθησον, ἔργον ποίησον εὐαγγελιστοῦ, τὴν διακονίαν σου 
πληροφόρησον. Ἐγὼ γὰρ ἤδη σπένδομαι, καὶ ὁ καιρὸς τῆς ἐμῆς ἀναλύσεως ἐφέστηκεν. Τὸν 
ἀγῶνα τὸν καλὸν ἠγώνισμαι, τὸν δρόμον τετέλεκα, τὴν πίστιν τετήρηκα· λοιπόν, ἀπόκειταί μοι ὁ 
τῆς δικαιοσύνης στέφανος, ὃν ἀποδώσει μοι ὁ κύριος ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ, ὁ δίκαιος κριτής· οὐ 
μόνον δὲ ἐμοί, ἀλλὰ καὶ πάσιν τοῖς ἠγαπηκόσιν τὴν ἐπιφάνειαν αὐτοῦ. 



GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets, 'Behold, 
I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country 
of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his 
waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier 
than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Μᾶρκον 1:1-8 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

᾿Αρχὴ τοῦ εὐαγγελίου ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ. ῾Ως γέγραπται ἐν τοῖς προφήταις, ἰδοὺ ἐγὼ 
ἀποστέλλω τὸν ἄγγελόν μου πρὸ προσώπου σου, ὃς κατασκευάσει τὴν ὁδόν σου ἔμπροσθέν 
σου· φωνὴ βοῶντος ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ, ἑτοιμάσατε τὴν ὁδὸν Κυρίου, εὐθείας ποιεῖτε τὰς τρίβους αὐτοῦ, 
ἐγένετο ᾿Ιωάννης βαπτίζων ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ καὶ κηρύσσων βάπτισμα μετανοίας εἰς ἄφεσιν ἁμαρτιῶν. 
Καὶ ἐξεπορεύετο πρὸς αὐτὸν πᾶσα ἡ ᾿Ιουδαία χώρα καὶ οἱ ῾Ιεροσολυμῖται, καὶ ἐβαπτίζοντο πάντες 
ἐν τῷ ᾿Ιορδάνῃ ποταμῷ ὑπ᾿ αὐτοῦ ἐξομολογούμενοι τὰς ἁμαρτίας αὐτῶν. Ἦν δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιωάννης 
ἐνδεδυμένος τρίχας καμήλου καὶ ζώνην δερματίνην περὶ τὴν ὀσφὺν αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἐσθίων ἀκρίδας καὶ 
μέλι ἄγριον. Καὶ ἐκήρυσσε λέγων· ἔρχεται ὁ ἰσχυρότερός μου ὀπίσω μου, οὗ οὐκ εἰμὶ ἱκανὸς 
κύψας λῦσαι τὸν ἱμάντα τῶν ὑποδημάτων αὐτοῦ· ἐγὼ μὲν ἐβάπτισα ὑμᾶς ἐν ὕδατι, αὐτὸς δὲ 
βαπτίσει ὑμᾶς ἐν Πνεύματι ῾Αγίῳ. 

January Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable 
organization selected by Philoptochos. 

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in January will be provided to Good Works, Inc., a 
Chester County nonprofit that repairs homes for low income families at no cost. You can learn more 
about this worthwhile organization at www.goodworksinc.org. Please remember In your prayers those 
who are in the care of and who work for Good Works, Inc. 

Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in supporting 
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the 
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, 
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the 
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.   

2025 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2025 Church calendars are available 
for pickup in the Narthex of the church and on the table outside of the Parish office. The calendars are 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family 
take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you! 

http://www.goodworksinc.org/
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.     

Cutting of the Vasilopita: This morning Fr. Symeon will bless and cut the Vasilopita in the Fr. John 
A. Limberakis Cultural Center, followed by the blessing of the food. 

St. Basil’s Academy Fundraising Breakfast: Each year, the local chapters of the National 
Philoptochos Society hold an event in January to raise funds for the operating expenses of St. Basil's 
Academy. Please join the Ladies' Philoptochos Society TODAY for St. Basil’s Belgian Waffle Breakfast 
in the New Year! 

Mortgage Reduction Campaign: We did it! Our Mortgage Reduction Campaign raised $133,712.11 
in 2024, which secured us an anonymous matching gift of $100,000.  Along with our regular payments, 
our mortgage, which started in April 2012 at $1,550,000, was reduced from $654,115.57 on January 
1, 2024 to $329,426.20 on January 1, 2025.  Thank you to our Stewards and friends who participated 
in 2024, and please help us continue to reduce the mortgage to $0 in the near future. 

Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2024 Stewardship Program. If you 
have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so now. In addition, by whichever method you 
make your payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate 
“Stewardship 2024” with your name so that your account is properly credited.  
Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship 
chairperson. The 2025 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize 
our stewardship rolls for last year. Thank you! 

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  

JOIN US! 
Holy Theophany 

Monday, January 6, 2025 
8:45 am – Orthros 

10:00 am – Divine Liturgy of 
St. Basil the Great 

and 
Great Agiasmos 

followed by 
Blessing of the Schuylkill River 

(at Betzwood Park), 
weather permitting 



Blessing of the Homes at Theophany: If you wish to have your homes and/or 
businesses blessed after the Feast of Theophany, please contact the Parish office 
beginning January 8th to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org or 
610-650-8960.)



Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? 
The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir 
is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email 
him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you! 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://bit.ly/4gDexgi?r=qr



