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December 29, 2024
Sunday after Nativity
14,000 infants (Holy Innocents) slain by Herod in Bethlehem
Our Righteous Father Marcellus, Abbot of the Monastery of the Unsleeping Ones
Our Righteous Father Thaddeus the Confessor
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”)

When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless rend with the
Lightning of Divineness. And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the earth, Then did all the powers that
are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are our God, Glory to You.

Apolytikion for the Nativity — | Ghennisis sou, Christe (“Your Nativity, O Christ”)

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein the worshippers of
the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as Orient from on high.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Apolytikion for the Ancestors of God - Evanghelizou, losif (*O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David)
Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glorified with the
shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ eAaia kard kaprrog avefAaornoac, év raic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia paprug aguvi, kai mpoariyayes Xpiotw Kapmov n
ourarov, 100¢ 1S vnduog aou BAaatoug, i a ywvwy edaywv, Ayamnv te kai "EAmida olv 1 Bedppovi Miotel, pebwv
OUOWITEI UTTEP TTAVTWVY fUWV.

English Phonetics for Greek
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon idytaton, tus
tis nidyos su vlastus, di' agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and you brought

to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and
Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.

Kontakion for the Nativity — | Parthenos simeron ton iperousion tikti (“On this day the Virgin gives birth to the
Super-essential.

On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. * To the Unapproachable, * earth is providing the grotto. * Angels
sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. * Following a star the Magi are still proceeding. * He was born for our salvation,
a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.

. HOLIDAY -
. FOOD DRIVE .

Food insecurity continues to be a problem in the United States. This is true for
households with young children as well as the elderly. Food insecurity occurs when
a household has difficulty providing enough food due to a lack of resources.

While our tables will be full of delicious food this Thanksgiving and Christmas,
there are many, many people who have nothing to eat. We continue to collect
non-perishable food to be donated to the local food pantries.

Our Holiday Food Drive has begun and will run through Theophany

WHAT WE NEED:

Juice, Peanut Butter, Beans, Lentils, Nuts, Rice, Pasta
Canned Meat, Stews, Vegetables & Fruit, Tomato Paste/Sauce,
Soup, Rice, Pasta, Instant Potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese,
Crackers, Breakfast Foods and Personal Care Items (Diapers,

Soap, Laundry Detergent & Feminine Hygiene Products)

n.'\-'\\

Please DO NOT donate expired food, open
packages, perishable food, or glass jars.

DROP OFF LOCATION: CULTURAL CENTER LOBBY




PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God: and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will quard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive." Matthew 21.22
"For with God, nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Qur "Prayer Warriors" do
justthat. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily for a period of 6 months.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:

1. Fill out @ request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Pravers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/forms office com/rkMx49JdptiM OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19

God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

Brethren, | would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's
gospel. For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation
of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church
of God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own
age among my people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when
he who had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased
to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not confer
with flesh and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but
| went away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years | went up
to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of the other
apostles except James the Lord's brother.

Avayvwoig €moToARG
Npog FaAdrag 1:11-19 10 avdyvwoua

OaupacToc 0 Oso¢ v Toic Ayioic aurtod.
Zriy. 'Ev ‘EkkAnoiaic eUAoyeite TOV Ogov.

AdeA@OI, yvwpilw dE UiV, adehoi, 1O eUayyéAiov 1O euayyeAIoBEY UTT Eod, OTI OUK EOTIV
karé GvBpwrov. OUdE yap €yw Tapd avBpwou TapéhaBov auto, oUTe £D100x0NY, GAAG
Or amokaAlyews ‘Inool XpioTod. Hkolgate yap AV EUAV AvaaTPoQAY TIOTE £V TR
loudaiou®, OT1 KaB’ UTrEPRBOARV £diwkov TRV EKkAnaiav ToT 000, kai £TépBouv aUTAv: Kali
TIPoEKOTITOV €V TG loudaiou@ UTTEP TTOAAOUC GUVNAIKIWTAG £V T(D VEVEI OU, TIEPIOTOTEPWG
{NAWTAC UTTdpXWV TAV TTaTPIKGV ou Trapadoacwy. “‘Ote € e000knaev O Bed¢ O dpopioag
He €K KOINiag UnTPOS Wou Kai KaAéaag dia TAS XapiTog auTod, amokaAlyal TOv Uidv auTtol
€v €Joi iva euayyeAiCwuar alTov £V T0iC EBveaIv, EUBEWS OU TTPOTaveBEUNV aapki Kai aijarti:
000 avijAOov ¢i¢ lepoodAupa PO ToUC PO €uol GmoaTohoug, GAAG AmTijABov eic
ApaBiav, kai maAiv UméoTpewa €i¢ Aapaokdv. “Emerra peta €1 tpia AvijABov €ig
‘lepoadAupa ioTopfioal MéTpov, Kai ETEpEIVa TTPOS AUTOV NPEPAG dekatéve. "ETepov O TGOV
GmooTOAWY OUK €idov, & pn) TakwpPov TOV adeAQOV 10T Kupiou.



GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Matthew 2:13-23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of
Egypt have I called my son."

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the
time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
sought the child's life are dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.
But when he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there,
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."

EVAITEAION
'Ek T00 Kara Mat@aiov 2:13-23 EUayyeAiou 10 Avdyvwopa

"Avaywpnaoaviwy 8€ auTiv idou ayyehog Kupiou @aiveral kar” dvap (0 “lware Aéywv - EyepBeic mapéhale
10 Traudiov kai TRV Untépa auTod Kai Pedye €ic AfyutrTov, kai io01 EKeT Ewg Qv imw gol- uéMel yap "Hpwdng
nreiv 16 Traidiov 100 dmoAéoal auTd. "0 O eyepBeic mapéAape 1O Traudiov kai TRV UNTEPa aUTol VUKTOG Kai
dvexwpnoev eic Aiyutrtov, kai Av &kl Ewg TG TeAeuTfAig “Hpwdou, iva TTANPwAR 0 Pndév UTrd Tol Kupiou
d16 100 Tpo@riTou Aéyovtog- €€ AiyUTTou ékdiheaa TOV Uidv Wou. TOTe "Hpwdng idwv Ot €vettaixon Ud
TQV péywv, £Bupwen Aiav, kai dmooTeidag aveike TavTag Toug Taidag ToUg €v BnBAeey kai €v Tdio1 TOig
OpioIg aUThg amod dieTolg Kai katwTEpw, KaTd TOV XpOvov OV NKPIBwae TTapd TV Yaywv. TéTE ETANPWON
10 PnBev UTO ‘lepepiou T00 TpoPrTOU Aéyovtog: @wvn €v ‘Paud Akouabn, Bpfvog kai KAauBuOg kai
00uUpudg TOAUG: ‘PaynA kAaiouoa Ta Tékva QUTAG, kai oUK ABehe TrapakAnOfval, 01 oUK ceigiv.
TeAeutioavtog && 100 "Hpwdou idou Gyyehog Kupiou kar™ dvap @aivetal Q) “lwong &v AiyOTTwAEywy -
¢yepbeic mapaAaBe 1O maidiov kai TAV Untépa auTod Kai TopeUou Eig yiv ‘lopanA- 1eBvrkaat yap oi
InTolvTeC TRV WuyRAV To0 TTaidiou. O 8¢ éyepBeic TapéhaBe 1O Taidiov kai TAV UnTépa altold kai AAGEV €i¢
yAv ‘lopanA. akouoag 8¢ o1 "Apxéhaog BaaieUel £ TAc loudaiag avti "Hpwdou 100 TaTpdg auTod,
€QoPron Exel ameABeiv- xpnuartiobeig 8¢ kar’ dvap Avexwpnaoev eig T pépn TAS FahiAaiag, kai BV
katwknaoey €ic TOAV Aeyopévny Nalapét, OTwe mANpwOR 10 PNBEV did TGV TPoenT@V 611 Nalwpaiog
kAnBAoetal.

December Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable
organization selected by Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in December will be provided to CSF Buxmont
Academy, which provides foster care and therapeutic services as well as private schooling for at-risk
youth in the Delaware Valley. You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at
https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services. In your prayers, please remember those who are in the care
of and who work for CSF Buxmont Academy.

Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos's efforts in supporting
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters,
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.

2025 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2025 Church calendars are available
for pickup in the Narthex of the church and on the table outside of the Parish office. The calendars are
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family
take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you!



https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services

P THE NICENE CREED

~ N g | A . (The Confession of Faith)
\/ A b | L O P | A | believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of

heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

\ And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
) God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

PAREA AND MOTO Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one

essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 11TH | )
AT 11AM | $40 Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

MONA PHILADELPHIA And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;

1308 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, PA His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen




ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy

Kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it 1s in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[Tatep MudV 6 v Toig 0DPAVOLS
ayuctnTo 1 Ovoud cov,
EMOETO M) Pactieia cov,
YEVNBTO TO BEIMUA ooV, O
&v ovpav® Kai £xti TS vijs.

Tov dptov nudv oV

EMOVGLOV dOC UiV

oNuepov Kol peg ULV Td
operuaTa MUV, OS Kol NUETS
QQieney 1015 OPERETALS UAV Kol
H E1GEVEYKNG UGG i
TEWPAGUOV, GAAG PO LS GO
0D TOVIPOD.

Pa-ter 1-mon o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ol-si-on dos i-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes 1-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes 1-mon ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas is
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se 1-mds a-po
tou po-ni-rot.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday wordpress.com
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His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Cordially invites all the dedicated Faithful
of the Delaware Valley Region to the Annual

Greek Letters Day Celebration

Honoring the Three Hlerarchs of our Orthodox Church

St. John Chrysostom, St. Basil the Great & St. Gregmy the Theologian

Sunday, January 26, 2025 at 4:00 pm
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church

229 Powell Lane, Upper Darby, PA 19082

Please RSVP to the Parish Office at 610-352-7212
by January 17, 2025

I
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GREEK ORTHODOX
MITROMOLIS oF NIT'W JERSEY

His Eminence,
Metropolitan Apostolos
of New Jersey
Cordially Invites you to the
METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
VASILOPITA CUTTING

WITH DINNER TO FOLLOW

Thursday, January 2, 2025
6:30 - 9:00 P.M.

Hosted by:
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
1101 River Road
Piscataway, New Jersey 08854

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.





mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org

ST. SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS
PRESENTS

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Dec. 29t 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday after Nativity
No Sunday School / No Greek School for Adults

NEW YEAR’S AND THEOPHANY SERVICES ARE LISTED ON A SEPARATE

SCHEDULE
Thurs. Jan. 2nd No Greek School for Children
Sat. Jan. 4t 3:00 pm  Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) — in the church hall
Sun. Jan. 5t 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy; Great Agiasmos
Eve of Theophany
Sunday School resumes; NO Adult Greek School
Wed. Jan. 8t 3:30pm  HOPE & JOY - Lesson led by Fr. Symeon

Thurs. Jan. 9t 4:30pm  Greek School (children)
Sun. Jan. 12th 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday after Theophany
Philoptochos Belgian Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser
B R E A K F A S T 1215 pm  Greek School (adults)
Thurs. Jan. 16th 4:30 pm  Greek School (children)
S ssssssssssssEsEsENRTEE BB Rt R EBE TR RS Sun. Jan. 18t 8:45am  Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12th Sunday of Luke
J AN 5 12:15pm  Greek School (adults)
1 2 Thurs. Jan. 23 4:30 pm  Greek School (children)
FOLLOWING
DIVINE LITURGY DONATION
BELGIAN WAFFLE - SCRAMBI.ED EGGS
oGU U U U . : , ,
¥ CSFFEER- }IJIEEP- MTLKFFIN Adult Catechism: Fr. Symeon will be holding adult catechism classes on
-------------------------------------------- Saturdays at 5:00 pm in the church hall. The next class is scheduled for
PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT Saturday, January 4, 2025. ALL are invited and encouraged to attend!

THE SAINT BASIL ACADEMY - GARRISON, NY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT MARIA PAPADIMITRIOU - MARIA@PAPADS.COM



Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Sunday, 12/29/24
Sunday after Nativity
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
No Sunday school; No Greek school

Services for New Year’s & Theophany

New Year's Day, Wednesday, 1/1/25
Happy New Year! - Kai1] mpwtoypovid!
PLEASE NOTE LATER START TIME FOR TODAY'S SERVICES
Feast of St. Basil the Great
9:45 am Orthros; 11:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Friday, January 3, 2025
8:45 am Orthros; Great Hours

Sunday, 1/5/25 - Eve of Theophany
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Great Agiasmos

Monday, January 6, 2025 - Holy Theophany
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Great Agiasmos
Blessing of the Schuylkill River
(at Betzwood Park), weather permitting

Tuesday, January 7, 2025
Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
8:45 am Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy of 5t. John Chrysostom

Blessing of the Homes at Theophany
If you wish to have your homes and /or businesses blessed
after the Feast of Theophany, please call the Parish office
beginning January 8th to schedule a visitation.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church. If you
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus).

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir
is right for you. Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him
at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!

2024 Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who has supported our 2024 Stewardship
Program. If you have not yet returned your 2024 Stewardship Commitment Form, please do so today!
Forms are available at the Pangari.

If you have not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so before the end of the year so that your
payment is posted in 2024. In addition, by whichever method you make your payment (cash, check,
PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2024” with your name so that
your account is properly credited.

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship
chairperson. The 2025 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize
our stewardship rolls for this year. Thank you!

sAve THE DATE | TR V [ i
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