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December 1, 2024
14th Sunday of Luke
Nahum the Prophet
Philaret the Merciful of Amnia<*Ananias the Persian
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. FOOD DRIVE .

ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Angelike Dinamis (“Angelic Powers”)

Angelic Powers were in Your Sepulchre and those who guarded You became as men long dead. And
standing there was Mary by Your Tomb seeking Your pure and sacred Body, O You despoiled Hades yet
tempted not by him were Y ou. You did meet the Virgin O Life Bestower, O You Who rose from the dead,
Glory to You O Lord.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape Food insecurity continues to be a problem in the United States. This is true for
households with young children as well as the elderly. Food insecurity occurs when

Greek a household has difficulty providing enough food due to a lack of resources.

Oc¢ €Aaia kara kaprro¢ aveBAdarnoag, év raic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia udptuc aguv, Kai mpoonyayes

Xpiotw kaprdv n durarov, 1oU¢ Tri¢ vnduog oou BAacTous, Oi a ywvwv elaywy, Aydmnv 1€ kai "EAmida While our tables will be full of delicious food this Thanksgiving and Christmas,

ouv 1 Bedppovi TNioTel, uebwv dUCWTEN UTTER TIAVIWV AWV. there are many, many people who have nothing to eat. We continue to collect

non-perishable food to be donated to the local food pantries.

English Phonetics for Greek

Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon Our Holiday Food Drive has begun and will run through Theophany
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on
dysopi yper pandon imon.

WHAT WE NEED:
English Juice, Peanut Butter, Beans, Lentils, Nuts, Rice, Pasta
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, Canned Meat, Stews, Vegetables & Fruit, Tomato Paste/Sauce,
and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive Soup, Rice, Pasta, Instant Potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese,
deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us Crackers, Breakfast Foods and Personal Care Items (Diapers,
all. Soap, Laundry Detergent & Feminine Hygiene Products)

L.'\L\\

Please DO NOT donate expired food, open
packages, perishable food, or glass jars.

Seasonal Kontakion — | Parthenos simeron ton proeonion Loghon (“On this day the Virgin Maid”)
On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable
manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the
shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God.

DROP OFF LOCATION: CULTURAL CENTER LOBBY



https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/parishchristmascardpoinsettiasponsorship

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is
right for you. Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!

Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church. If you
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus).

Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. Please note that the church will
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these
expenses. Thank you!

10th Anniversary (wlu
in Honor of the Episcopal Ordination of
lis Eminence Melropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
aD

L R R
Monday, January 13, 2025
The Venetian | Garfield, New Jersey

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.

Brethren, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this
IS not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not because of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Avayvwolg EMOTOARG
Npo¢ 'Eg@eaioug 2:4-10 TO avayvwopa

Zwoov, Kipie Tov Aaov aou kai euAdynoov TRV KAnpovopiav oou.
Zriy. Mpo¢ o€, Kupie, kekpaSoual o Osd¢ lou.

AdeA@oi, 0 Bedg, TTAoUTI10¢ (Vv €V EAEel, BIG TRV TTOAARV AyaTnV auTod Ry AyaTTNoEeY NUAC,
Kai Ovtag NUAC VEKPOUG TOIC TTAPATITWUACIV ouvelwoTroinaey T XpIoT(W - XApITi £0Te
OEoWOEVOI - KOl GUVAYEIPEV, Kai ouvekaBIaoey &v TOIg €moupaviolg €v Xp1oT® ‘Incod- iva
evdeitnTal €v ToiC aiCyaIv TOi¢ ETepyopévols TOV UTrepRarAovTa TTAoTTov TG XdpiTog auTod
v xpncTc’)Tr]n £Q’ r']pdg &v Xp1o1® 'Inood- Tr“] yap x(upm’ £0Te 0E0WOEVOI 01X TAC TIOTEWC,
Kai 70070 0UK €€ UGV B0l 1O dPOV: OUK £E & apywv iva uf TIg KGUXI‘]OI‘]TGI AUTo0 yap
eopsv nompa KTIoBévTEC £v XpIoT( 'Inood &mi Epyoig ayaloic, oic TponToipacey & Bedc,
iva €v aUToi¢ TTEPITTATATWIEV.


tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Luke 18:35-43

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging;
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of
Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those
who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of
David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him;
and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord,
let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you
well." And immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

EVAITEAION
’Ek 100 Karat Aoukdv 18:35-43 EUayyeAiou 10 Avdyvwopa

T KaIp® €keivw, "Eyéveto 0€ &v () yyilelv aUToVv €i¢ “lepixw TUPASE TIC kGIBNTO TTaPA
AV 000V TpocaIT@v: akouoag d& Oxhou Olamopeuouévou EmuvBaveto Ti €in Tadta.
amnyyeihav 8¢ auT® 61 ‘Inoolc 6 Nalwpaiog Tapépxetal. kai €BOnae Aéywv: 'Ingod uig
Aauid, éAénodv pe- Kkai of TTpodyovTec £meTipwy alT® fva ClWTACN: aUTOC 58 TOMG
udiMov Ekpalev- i Aauid, EAénodv pe. oTabeic 8¢ O 'Inoolc ékéAeuaev alToOV AydRAval
TPOG auTtdv. £yyioavtog 6€ autol ETNPWTNOEV aUTOV Aéywv- Ti ool BEAEIC TToIRoW; O O
eime - KUple, iva AvaBAéyw. kai 6 'Inoolc imev alT®- vaBAewov: A TOTIC 00U GECWKE
oe. kai mapaypfua avéBAewe, kai AkohoUBel alT® dotGlwy TOV OedV - kai TaS O Aadg iBwv
E5WKev aivov T4 O,

December Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable
organization selected by Philoptochos.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in December will be provided to CSF Buxmont
Academy, which provides foster care and therapeutic services as well as private schooling for at-risk
youth in the Delaware Valley. You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at
https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services. In your prayers, please remember those who are in the care
of and who work for CSF Buxmont Academy.

Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos's efforts in supporting
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters,
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.

ST. SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS

ISTMAS

Decemben 8th at 1:30pm

BLACK POWDER 1164 Valley Forge Road

TAVE R H Wayne, PA

RSVP by Sunday, December Ist
Georgiana Kane (610)608-7974 or gbkanell9@gmail.com



https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known fo God and the peace of God, which surpasses all

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7
"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21.22

"For with God. nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Cur "Prayer Warriors" do

just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily for a period of 6 months.

If you know of someone in need, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:

1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Prayers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymaus online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),

or you can use this link https:/fforms.office com/rkMx49JdptM OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anohymous form.

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen




ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ST. SOPHIA
SS.FAITH, [TOPE & AGAPE
3 GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF VALLEY FORGE
900 South Trooper Road, Jeffersonville, PA, 19403 » Tel: (610} 650-8360 « Fax: (610} 650-8361
Web: www.saintsophiachurchorg  E-mail: office@saintsophiachurch.org
Rev. Fr. Symeon Williams, Proistamenaos

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

[dtep qudVY 6 £v T0iC 0VPUVOIS
ayietnte 6 dvoud Gov,
EMOETO 1) Pactisia Gov,
yevnnNTe 10 BEAN UG GOV, ®F
&v obpav® kai £mi Thc yiic.

Tov @ptov nudY oV

EMOVGLOV O¢ UiV

oTjUepoV Koi Gpeg UiV Td
OPetAIOTA UGV, OC Kol UETS
apispey Toig OQshEToIg NUGY Kai
un eiceveykng NG eig
TEWPAGUOV, GALE PG 1 UdS And
TOD OV Po.

Pa-ter 1-mon o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to o-no-ma Sou,
¢l-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-nd ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ou-si-on dos i-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes 1-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes 1-mon ke
mi 1-se-nég-kis i-mas 1s
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se 1-mas a-po
tou po-ni-rou.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday. wordpress.com

Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship 2024

St. Sophia is pleased to announce that thanks to a generous sponsorship, we are able
to offer a $4.000 scholarship to eligible college or university students.

Applicants must mect the following requirements:

e Be registered in an accredited college or university in undergraduate,
graduate, or professional programs
Achicve a grade point average of 3.5 or higher
Be a Steward in good standing of St. Sophia Church
Submit an essay of 1000 words or less on “How the Greek Orthodox Faith
has influenced my life and plans for the future.”

* Submit a resume outlining all church, community, service, and athletic
activities

* Submit a statement of financial need if you wish that to be considered as part
of the application

* Submit the name and mailing address of your university bursar

Application materials should be in MS Word format, labeled with name and
contact information, and emailed to Fr. Symeon Williams at
[rsvmeon(asainisophiachurch org,

Deadline for submissions is December 1. 2024
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CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT & PARTY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22

Following Divine Liturgy
Christmas Party in church hall
afjter the perfjormances

e Food, Fun, Fellowship e Games & Prizes

¢ Hot Cocoa Bar (dairy free) ¢ Photoshoot with Santa
¢ Drinks, sweets and much more! ¢ All are welcome to join!

RSVP & Sign Up
by Dec. 15th

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.
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14th Sunday of Luke
Nahum the Prophet
Philaret the Merciful of Amnia<*Ananias the Persian
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Alex and Marianne Nikas for offering today’s coffee hour for the Inaugural
Archon Sunday.

Reminder: There are no Sunday school or Adult Greek school classes today.

Adult Catechism: Fr. Symeon will be holding adult catechism classes on Saturdays at 5:00 pm in the
church hall. The next class is scheduled for Saturday, December 7th. ALL are invited and encouraged
to attend!

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

Mortgage Reduction: Our mortgage balance is down to $500,000! To take full advantage of the
$100,000 match and reduce our mortgage balance below $400,000, we only have two months left to
collect the remaining $18,000. Please consider a Mortgage Reduction contribution to help us meet
the generous matching offer.

1 Vasilopita Sale: The Ladies’ Philoptochos is having a Vasilopita sale once
¢ again. Order forms are available at the back of the Cultural Center and
\’ enclosed in this bulletin.

M Order deadline is December 8. Pickup is December 15

Archons

s Ecumenical
Patriarchate®

Protecting the Future of Faith®

The Archon Ecumenical Patriarchate
Educational Global Initiative
Sunday School Sprout Program

Learning about
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew




Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year's Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd,
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: November
24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. Cathy Cox or Ms. Carla
Johnson.

Parish Council Elections: This year's Parish Council Elections will take place on Sunday, December
8th. We have an uncontested election; meaning, we have the same number of candidates for the
same number of available positions. There are 5 incumbent candidates and 2 new candidates running
for 7 positions. The candidates are George Coutavas, Thomas J. Cox, Carla Johnson, Coleen Moses,
Alexander A. Nikas, Maria Richie, and Alex Tsioulfaidis.

The 2024 Election Guide is available at the Pangari. It was also emailed on Tuesday, 11/26. The
Election Guide contains a brief profile for each candidate and is a great way to “put a face with a name”
if you are not familiar with the candidates.

Stewardship: Please note that to vote in the Parish Council Elections, you must have returned a 2024
Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. Stewardship Commitment Forms
can be found at the Pangari or on the table outside of the Parish office. In addition, when paying by
check, it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2024" on the memo line so that your account is
properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to include your name either on the
outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash. Should you have any questions,
please see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson, or contact the Parish office.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sat. Nov. 30th
Sun. Dec. 1st

Wed. Dec. 4th
Thurs. Dec. 5th
Fri. Dec. 6th

Sat. Dec. 7th
Sun. Dec. 8th

Wed. Dec. 11th
Thurs. Dec. 12th

Sat. Dec. 14th
Sun. Dec. 15t

Thurs. Dec. 19th
Sat. Dec. 21st
Sun. Dec. 22nd

5:00 pm
8:45 am

4:30 pm
4:30 pm
8:45 am

5:00 pm
8:45 am

12:15 pm
5:30 pm
8:45 am

4:30 pm
5:00 pm
8:45 am

12:15 pm
4:30 pm
5:.00 pm
8:45am

12:15 pm

Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) —in the church hall
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

14th Sunday of Luke

No Sunday school or Greek school (adults)

Little Angels

Greek school (children)

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) —in the church hall
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

10th Sunday of Luke

Parish Council Elections after Divine Liturgy

Greek school (adults)

JOY/HOPE Meeting

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

St. Spyridon the Wonderworker

Greek school (children)

Adult Catechism (led by Fr. Symeon) —in the church hall
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

11th Sunday of Luke

Greek school (adults)

Greek school (children)

Adult Catechism (led by Fr.Symeon) - in the church hall
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday before Nativity

Christmas Pageant followed by

Youth Ministries Christmas Party

Greek School (adults)

sAVE THE DATE [TIRTE V|1 TN
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www.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite




Save the Date

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

<z IS

-q
Music & Dance Festival
Philadelphia: February 14-16, 2025

President’s Day Weekend (February 14 — 16, 2025) at the
Sheraton Hotel - Downtown Philadelphia.
Categories include:

- Greek Folk Dancing
(JOY, GOYA and Young Adult Groups)
&
- Parish Youth and Young Adult Liturgical Choirs

Registration Packets will be coming shortly
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ASILOPITA

St. Basil the Great, o o Blessings for the
the father of new year to those
Philanthropy who find the coin

’s

Complete the form and return with check payment to: St. Sophia Philoptochos, 300 5. Trooper Road, Jeffersonville, PA 19403.
Contact Kathy Tsipras [610-539-5413) or ladies@saintsophiachurch with any questions.

NAME: __ __ - _ PHONE:
QUANTITY ______ @ $20each TOTAL PAID: $




To Tayua To0v Ayiov Avdoca etvar Béfawrx évag alwooeBaotog
OQYAVITUOG,  XPLEQWUEVOS  OTNV  TEooTacia  Tov  OUWKOVHEVIKOD MG
[Matowxpxelov, Opwe ol doAoEE TOV EMEKTEVOVTAL Kat 0t TOAAoDS @AAoug
topeig. Ot &QXOVTES TOOUTATEDOLY T uppégovTa T MnTeog ExkAnoing kat
m¢ Teoag Aoxtemokonng nag, pe kabe 106mo, gt 6Aovg Tovg dnuociovg 1
WWIWTIKOLE OoYavVIopovS. Mix amArn émiokeln] oag oTfVv 0TOOEADa Tovg
(https://archons.org) &dmokaAvmter Evav &riotevto dolpd &md MEwToPovAleg
Kat dpaoeg oL £xovy Betiko avtikTumo vk Vv ExicAnota pac oty ApeQir)
Kat yux ) dukdoon tov EvayyeAlov. Ot AgxovTee AoKOUY MAYKOTLIX ETTOQOT,
nov émexteivetar tooo oty EAAGda, 600 wail of O6Agc Tic émapxiec Tov
Oixovpevucot Ogovov, yux Ty meowlnon g Oonoxevtikng éAevleging,
avayvwoiCovtac kKatl TIUOVTAS EVAQETOve nNyétec mov meowbovv  Ta
avlowmva  dkawwpata, péow TOL  Etowv  Poafelov  &vOQwmivwv
ducarwpatov «Iatoukoxng AOnvayooac». Tlodyuatl, «elg T méQATA TNG
OUCOVHLEVTIC EENADOV Ta ONpaTa abTv»!

TMoAAEg kowvoTnTéG Hag Exouv LEAT TTOU elvat AQ)oVvTeG. «AQXwVv» elvat
Eva 0Qeikio N dElopa, O OTOW0 EYKOIWVETAL TIQOUWTIKX ATO TOV DOV TOV
Mavaywtato Otkovueviko IMNatouxoxn. Avtn v Kvowxkr), kata mv omoix
TUOVE Kt AV yvQIlovpe 1 peAn o0 Taypatog tov Ayiov Avdoca, dnAadn
tovg Agxovteg g ExrAnoiag pag, dg deouevbovpue va otpatevBovpe padll
TOUC YIx TV VREQAOTUON TV dikawuatwv e MeyaAne tov Xowotov
ExxAnoiag. Elpaote dAot paxg tékva g Mnroog  EwkAnoiag  11g
Kawvotavtivounmodews, kat Epoalovpe TNV EKTIHNGT] KL TV EVYVOLHOTHVN

- o ) ; ; . .
HOG TIOOC TOUG £EQIQETIKOUS KAl QPOTWWHEVOLS AQXOVTES, Yx OAa 00Q

emrTvyx&vouv £k pégovg mg. Ebxouat v {oovv £t moAAL, pé Oyelx wal

TIVEVHLATLKT) EVT)LLEQLA.
Metx matoueng ev Xt ayamng,
< > 2 % s
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 399/2024

Archepiscopal Encyclical for Archon Sunday
The Feast of Saint Andrew the First-Called Disciple

November 30, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the
Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and the words unto the ends of the
oikoumene.
(Psalm 18:4, LXX)

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

By unanimous decision of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America, the honorable and most esteemed Order of Saint
Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is to be recognized yearly for
the Feast of their Celestial Patron, Saint Andrew the Apostle and First-Called
Disciple of the Lord. This year, the commendation of our beloved Order of
Archons will occur on Sunday, December 1, with the reading of this first-ever
Encyclical.

The Order of Saint Andrew is a venerable organization dedicated to the
defense and protection of our Venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate; but it is also so



much more. The Archons represent the interests of the Mother Church and our
Archdiocese in all manner of public and private forums. A visit to their website
(https://archons.org) would reveal an incredible number of initiatives that impact
the Church in America in positive, Christ-atfirming ways. The Archons exercise a
worldwide reach that extends to Greece and the Eparchies of the Ecumenical
Throne to promote religious freedom around the globe, and recognize virtuous,
humanitarian leadership through the annual Athenagoras Human Rights Award.
Indeed, their voices are heard throughout the oikoumene!

Many of our parishes have members who are Archons, an office (offikion)
that is personally approved and bestowed by His All-Holiness himself. On this
Sunday, when we take time to show our respect and esteem for the Archons of our
Church who are the Members of the Order of Saint Andrew, let us resolve to stand
with them in their spiritual phalanx in defense of the Holy Great Church of Christ.
We are all sons and daughters of the Mother Church of Constantinople, and we
express our gratitude and appreciation to Her brave and devoted Archons for all
that they accomplish on Her behalf. May they enjoy many years of health and
spiritual prosperity!

With paternal love in Christ,

s oy & /%fggos

+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX
ApOp. TTpwT.: 399/2024

Agxtemokomnkt) EykvkAlog yia tnv Kvgrakn twv Agxovrwv.
30 Nogppolov 2024

[Tpog tove LePacpuwtatovs kat Oeopuleotdtovs AQXLEQES, TOUG
EvAapeotartovs Tegeic kat Awakovovg, tic TTpeoPutégec kal tic Alakoviooeg,
touc Movayovg kal tic Movayxég, tovg ITgoedpovug kai ta MéAN twv Kowotikwv
YvppovAiwv, Tovg EvtipoAoywrtatove  Agxovtee  Ttov  Oikovpevikov
[atouxpxeiov, Ta péAN g Hyeolag tov 100, ta Huegpnow kat Amtoyevpativa
rxoAeia, tic PAomttwyovs AdeApotnteg, ) NeoAala, tic EAANvVoQOG6do&e
Ogpyvavwoele kat 0AokAngo 10 Xowrtenwvopo mANowpa e lepag

ApxleTiokonng ApeQkng.

«Eig maocav v ynv ¢EnAbev 0 OOy Yos avt@v Kal €lg T Ttégata g
OLKOVHEVNE TA ONpaTa avTv» (WaAuoc 18:4).

IIpoopAeic adeApol kai adeApeg ev XoLot@,

Mé¢ opopwvn anopaon e Tepag Emagyuaxng Luvvodov e Tepag
AQXLETMOKOTING Hag, TO éatetco Taypa tov Aylov Avdgéa twv AQXOVIwWV
toU Olkovpevicod Tatplapxeiov, avayvwplletal kKal THIATAL ETNOIWS KOVTA
otV £0QT1] TOU TROOoTATOL TOv, Ayiov Avdpéa tov [IpwtokAnTov, anootoAov
Kal padntov tov Kuvglov pac. AVTO TO €T0G, 1 €MALVET] AVAYV@QLON TOU
neog@Aovg Taypatog twv Agxovitwv mpaypatornoteital onpeea, Kvgaxn 1

Aexeppolov &.¢, pe v E€amoAvon e TaQovONE MRWTNG £YKUKAlOL.



