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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Angelike Dinamis (“Angelic Powers”) 
Angelic Powers were in Your Sepulchre and those who guarded You became as men long dead. And 
standing there was Mary by Your Tomb seeking Your pure and sacred Body, O You despoiled Hades yet 
tempted not by him were Y ou. You did meet the Virgin O Life Bestower, O You Who rose from the dead, 
Glory to You O Lord. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες 
Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα 
σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on 
dysopi yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, 
and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive 
deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us 
all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – I Parthenos simeron ton proeonion Loghon (“On this day the Virgin Maid”) 
On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable 
manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the 
shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/parishchristmascardpoinsettiasponsorship


 
The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is 
right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at 
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that 
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10 

 
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 

Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God. 
 

Brethren, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this 
is not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not because of works, lest any man should boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς  Ἐφεσίους 2:4-10 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Σῶσον, Κύριε τὸν λαὸν σου καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου. 

Στίχ. Πρὸς σἐ, Κύριε, κεκράξομαι ὁ Θεός μου. 
 

Ἀδελφοί, ὁ θεός, πλούσιος ὢν ἐν ἐλέει, διὰ τὴν πολλὴν ἀγάπην αὐτοῦ ἣν ἠγάπησεν ἡμᾶς, 
καὶ ὄντας ἡμᾶς νεκροὺς τοῖς παραπτώμασιν συνεζωοποίησεν τῷ Χριστῷ - χάριτί ἐστε 
σεσωσμένοι - καὶ συνήγειρεν, καὶ συνεκάθισεν ἐν τοῖς ἐπουρανίοις ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ· ἵνα 
ἐνδείξηται ἐν τοῖς αἰῶσιν τοῖς ἐπερχομένοις τὸν ὑπερβάλλοντα πλοῦτον τῆς χάριτος αὐτοῦ 
ἐν χρηστότητι ἐφʼ ἡμᾶς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ· τῇ γὰρ χάριτί ἐστε σεσῳσμένοι διὰ τῆς πίστεως, 
καὶ τοῦτο οὐκ ἐξ ὑμῶν· θεοῦ τὸ δῶρον· οὐκ ἐξ ἔργων, ἵνα μή τις καυχήσηται. Αὐτοῦ γάρ 
ἐσμεν ποίημα, κτισθέντες ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ ἐπὶ ἔργοις ἀγαθοῖς, οἷς προητοίμασεν ὁ θεός, 
ἵνα ἐν αὐτοῖς περιπατήσωμεν. 

 
 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com


 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 18:35-43 

 
At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; 
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those 
who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of 
David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; 
and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, 
let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you 
well." And immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the 
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 18:35-43 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ᾿Εγένετο δὲ ἐν τῷ ἐγγίζειν αὐτὸν εἰς ῾Ιεριχὼ τυφλός τις ἐκάθητο παρὰ 
τὴν ὁδὸν προσαιτῶν· ἀκούσας δὲ ὄχλου διαπορευομένου ἐπυνθάνετο τί εἴη ταῦτα. 
ἀπήγγειλαν δὲ αὐτῷ ὅτι ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ Ναζωραῖος παρέρχεται. καὶ ἐβόησε λέγων· ᾿Ιησοῦ υἱὲ 
Δαυΐδ, ἐλέησόν με· καὶ οἱ προάγοντες ἐπετίμων αὐτῷ ἵνα σιωπήσῃ· αὐτὸς δὲ πολλῷ 
μᾶλλον ἔκραζεν· υἱὲ Δαυΐδ, ἐλέησόν με. σταθεὶς δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ἐκέλευσεν αὐτὸν ἀχθῆναι 
πρὸς αὐτόν. ἐγγίσαντος δὲ αὐτοῦ ἐπηρώτησεν αὐτὸν λέγων· τί σοι θέλεις ποιήσω; ὁ δὲ 
εἶπε· Κύριε, ἵνα ἀναβλέψω. καὶ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἀνάβλεψον· ἡ πίστις σου σέσωκέ 
σε. καὶ παραχρῆμα ἀνέβλεψε, καὶ ἠκολούθει αὐτῷ δοξάζων τὸν Θεόν· καὶ πᾶς ὁ λαὸς ἰδὼν 
ἔδωκεν αἶνον τῷ Θεῷ. 
 
 
 
 

 
December Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific charitable 
organization selected by Philoptochos. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in December will be provided to CSF Buxmont 
Academy, which provides foster care and therapeutic services as well as private schooling for at-risk 
youth in the Delaware Valley.  You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at 
https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services. In your prayers, please remember those who are in the care 
of and who work for CSF Buxmont Academy. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in support of St. Sophia Philoptochos’s efforts in supporting 
organizations in our mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the 
unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, 
to undertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may need the 
help of the church through fundraising efforts”.   
 
 

https://www.csfbuxmont.org/csf-services
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.     
 
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Alex and Marianne Nikas for offering today’s coffee hour for the Inaugural 
Archon Sunday. 
 
Reminder:  There are no Sunday school or Adult Greek school classes today. 
 
Adult Catechism: Fr. Symeon will be holding adult catechism classes on Saturdays at 5:00 pm in the 
church hall. The next class is scheduled for Saturday, December 7th. ALL are invited and encouraged 
to attend! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  
 
Mortgage Reduction: Our mortgage balance is down to $500,000! To take full advantage of the 
$100,000 match and reduce our mortgage balance below $400,000, we only have two months left to 
collect the remaining $18,000.  Please consider a Mortgage Reduction contribution to help us meet 
the generous matching offer. 
 

 
Vasilopita Sale: The Ladies’ Philoptochos is having a Vasilopita sale once 
again. Order forms are available at the back of the Cultural Center and 
enclosed in this bulletin.  
 
Order deadline is December 8th. Pickup is December 15th.  
 

 



 

 
 
 
Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd. 
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: November 
24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. Cathy Cox or Ms. Carla 
Johnson. 
 
Parish Council Elections: This year’s Parish Council Elections will take place on Sunday, December 
8th.  We have an uncontested election; meaning, we have the same number of candidates for the 
same number of available positions. There are 5 incumbent candidates and 2 new candidates running 
for 7 positions. The candidates are George Coutavas, Thomas J. Cox, Carla Johnson, Coleen Moses, 
Alexander A. Nikas, Maria Richie, and Alex Tsioulfaidis. 
 
The 2024 Election Guide is available at the Pangari. It was also emailed on Tuesday, 11/26. The 
Election Guide contains a brief profile for each candidate and is a great way to “put a face with a name” 
if you are not familiar with the candidates. 
 
Stewardship: Please note that to vote in the Parish Council Elections, you must have returned a 2024 
Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. Stewardship Commitment Forms 
can be found at the Pangari or on the table outside of the Parish office. In addition, when paying by 
check, it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2024” on the memo line so that your account is 
properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to include your name either on the 
outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash. Should you have any questions, 
please see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson, or contact the Parish office. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 


