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ENTRANCE HYMNS  

Resurrectional Apolytikion – Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”) 
Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of 
strength has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. 
First-born among the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has 
granted to the world His Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην 
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; 
meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up 
by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede 
with God for us all. 

Seasonal Kontakion – O katharotatos Naos (“The Savior's most pure and immaculate 
temple”) 
The Savior's most pure and immaculate temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is 
the sacred treasure of the glory of God, on this day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and with 
herself she brings the grace in the divine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly 
tabernacle is she. 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/parishchristmascardpoinsettiasponsorship


The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is 
right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at 
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  

Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 

Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that 
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 

Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship 2024  
St. Sophia is pleased once again to announce that thanks to a generous sponsorship, we are able to 
offer a $4,000 scholarship to eligible college or university students. If you are interested, and/or if you 
have any questions, please contact the Parish office. Deadline for submissions is December 1, 2024. 

Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming a PanHellenic 
Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know qualify to be a PanHellenic 
Scholar? The 2024/2025 application is now open and accepting applications! Application deadline 
1/31/2025.  https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply. 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations. 

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gospel. For 
I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For 
you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to 
destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely 
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, 
and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach 
him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then 
after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Γαλάτας 1:11-19 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

Ψάλατε τῷ Θεῷ ἡμῶν, ψάλατε. 
Στίχ. Πάντα τὰ ἔθνη κροτήσατε χεῖρας. 

Ἀδελφοί, γνωρίζω δὲ ὑμῖν, ἀδελφοί, τὸ εὐαγγέλιον τὸ εὐαγγελισθὲν ὑπʼ ἐμοῦ, ὅτι οὐκ ἔστιν κατὰ 
ἄνθρωπον. Οὐδὲ γὰρ ἐγὼ παρὰ ἀνθρώπου παρέλαβον αὐτό, οὔτε ἐδιδάχθην, ἀλλὰ διʼ 
ἀποκαλύψεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ἠκούσατε γὰρ τὴν ἐμὴν ἀναστροφήν ποτε ἐν τῷ Ἰουδαϊσμῷ, ὅτι 
καθʼ ὑπερβολὴν ἐδίωκον τὴν ἐκκλησίαν τοῦ θεοῦ, καὶ ἐπόρθουν αὐτήν· καὶ προέκοπτον ἐν τῷ 
Ἰουδαϊσμῷ ὑπὲρ πολλοὺς συνηλικιώτας ἐν τῷ γένει μου, περισσοτέρως ζηλωτὴς ὑπάρχων τῶν 
πατρικῶν μου παραδόσεων. Ὅτε δὲ εὐδόκησεν ὁ θεὸς ὁ ἀφορίσας με ἐκ κοιλίας μητρός μου καὶ 
καλέσας διὰ τῆς χάριτος αὐτοῦ, ἀποκαλύψαι τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ ἐν ἐμοὶ ἵνα εὐαγγελίζωμαι αὐτὸν ἐν 
τοῖς ἔθνεσιν, εὐθέως οὐ προσανεθέμην σαρκὶ καὶ αἵματι· οὐδὲ ἀνῆλθον εἰς Ἱεροσόλυμα πρὸς τοὺς 
πρὸ ἐμοῦ ἀποστόλους, ἀλλὰ ἀπῆλθον εἰς Ἀραβίαν, καὶ πάλιν ὑπέστρεψα εἰς Δαμασκόν. Ἔπειτα 
μετὰ ἔτη τρία ἀνῆλθον εἰς Ἱεροσόλυμα ἱστορῆσαι Πέτρον, καὶ ἐπέμεινα πρὸς αὐτὸν ἡμέρας 
δεκαπέντε. Ἕτερον δὲ τῶν ἀποστόλων οὐκ εἶδον, εἰ μὴ Ἰάκωβον τὸν ἀδελφὸν τοῦ κυρίου. 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply


GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 10:25-37 

At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 
He said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read?" And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself." And he said to him, "You have answered right; do this, and you will live." 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he passed by 
on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went 
to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 
'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.' Which of these three, do 
you think, proved neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed mercy on 
him." And Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 10:25-37 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, νομικός τις ἀνέστη ἐκπειράζων αὐτὸν καὶ λέγων· διδάσκαλε, τί ποιήσας ζωὴν αἰώνιον 
κληρονομήσω; ὁ δὲ εἶπε πρὸς αὐτόν· ἐν τῷ νόμῳ τί γέγραπται; πῶς ἀναγινώσκεις; ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπεν· 
ἀγαπήσεις Κύριον τὸν Θεόν σου ἐξ ὅλης τῆς καρδίας σου καὶ ἐξ ὅλης τῆς ψυχῆς σου καὶ ἐξ ὅλης τῆς ἰσχύος 
σου καὶ ἐξ ὅλης τῆς διανοίας σου, καὶ τὸν πλησίον σου ὡς σεαυτόν· εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ· ὀρθῶς ἀπεκρίθης· τοῦτο 
ποίει καὶ ζήσῃ. ὁ δὲ θέλων δικαιοῦν ἑαυτὸν εἶπε πρὸς τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν· καὶ τίς ἐστί μου πλησίον; ὑπολαβὼν δὲ 
ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν· ἄνθρωπός τις κατέβαινεν ἀπὸ ῾Ιερουσαλὴμ εἰς ῾Ιεριχώ, καὶ λῃσταῖς περιέπεσεν· οἳ καὶ 
ἐκδύσαντες αὐτὸν καὶ πληγὰς ἐπιθέντες ἀπῆλθον ἀφέντες ἡμιθανῆ τυγχάνοντα. κατὰ συγκυρίαν δὲ ἱερεύς 
τις κατέβαινεν ἐν τῇ ὁδῷ ἐκείνῃ, καὶ ἰδὼν αὐτὸν ἀντιπαρῆλθεν. ὁμοίως δὲ καὶ Λευΐτης γενόμενος κατὰ τὸν 
τόπον, ἐλθὼν καὶ ἰδὼν ἀντιπαρῆλθε. Σαμαρείτης δέ τις ὁδεύων ἦλθε κατ᾿ αὐτόν, καὶ ἰδὼν αὐτὸν 
ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ προσελθὼν κατέδησε τὰ τραύματα αὐτοῦ ἐπιχέων ἔλαιον καὶ οἶνον, ἐπιβιβάσας δὲ 
αὐτὸν ἐπὶ τὸ ἴδιον κτῆνος ἤγαγεν αὐτὸν εἰς πανδοχεῖον καὶ ἐπεμελήθη αὐτοῦ· καὶ ἐπὶ τὴν αὔριον ἐξελθών, 
ἐκβαλὼν δύο δηνάρια ἔδωκε τῷ πανδοχεῖ καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἐπιμελήθητι αὐτοῦ, καὶ ὅ τι ἂν προσδαπανήσῃς, 
ἐγὼ ἐν τῷ ἐπανέρχεσθαί με ἀποδώσω σοι. τίς οὖν τούτων τῶν τριῶν πλησίον δοκεῖ σοι γεγονέναι τοῦ 
ἐμπεσόντος εἰς τοὺς λῃστάς; ὁ δὲ εἶπεν· ὁ ποιήσας τὸ ἔλεος μετ᾿ αὐτοῦ. εἶπεν οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· 
πορεύου καὶ σὺ ποίει ὁμοίως. 

November Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are 
designated for a local charity. 

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in November will be provided to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese National Hurricane Relief Fund, to assist the needs of 
those affected by recent hurricanes in the southeastern United States. You can learn 
more about this worthwhile endeavor at https://www.goarch.org/donate/hurricane and 
https://www.goarch.org/-/sts-john-stefanos.  

Please consider donating at http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html 
or submit a check payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo 
line.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Mortgage Reduction: Our mortgage balance is down to $530,000! To take full 
advantage of the $100,000 match and reduce our mortgage balance below $400,000, 
we only have two months left to collect the remaining $40,000.  Please consider a 
Mortgage Reduction contribution to help us meet the generous matching offer. 

Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges 
(or send in your pledge if you have not yet done so) as we resume our ministries and 
activities this fall. God bless you for your support of our parish! 

https://www.goarch.org/donate/hurricane
https://www.goarch.org/-/sts-john-stefanos
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.       

Veteran’s Day Recognition: Thank you to all our veterans for your service to our country. Inside this 
bulletin is a listing of living and deceased veterans. If you are a veteran and your name is not on the 
list (or if you have a family member who is not on the list), please call or e-mail the Parish Office. 

Adult Catechism: Fr. Symeon will be holding adult catechism classes on Saturdays at 5:00 pm in 
the church hall beginning November 16th. ALL are invited and encouraged to attend! 

Craft Fair Help Needed! Today is the last day of the Craft Fair/Food Fest, and we need your help! 
Please consider helping on the food line, as a cashier, or even in the kitchen. If you can’t help during 
the festival, consider coming at closing (6pm) to help with the clean-up. 

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  

Community Christmas Card/Poinsettias: If you would like to be included in this year’s 
Christmas card and/or if you would like to donate a poinsettia, please complete the 
attached form, and mail or bring it with payment to the Parish office. PLEASE DO NOT 
CUT THE FORM IN HALF. Forms must be returned to the office (with payment) by 
Sunday, November 24th. The form can also be downloaded from our website – just click 
on the following link: Christmas Card/Poinsettia. 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd. 
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: November 
10, 17, 24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. Cathy Cox or Ms. 
Carla Johnson. 

Maximizing Your Charitable Donations: Antaun Johnson (one of our 
parishioners) and Sarah Letizia, both students at the Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law will be doing a presentation via Zoom on Thursday, 
November 21st, at 7:00 pm. 

We warmly invite you to an enriching presentation that explores the essentials of 
charitable donations and their potential benefits for your tax filings. Our goal is to 
equip you with the knowledge needed to make meaningful contributions while 
potentially maximizing the impact on your financial situation. Your generosity 
creates a profound difference in the lives of those in need and may also provide 
tax advantages. 

For more information, please contact Antaun at Antaun@outlook.com. 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/parishchristmascardpoinsettiasponsorship
mailto:Antaun@outlook.com


Have you heard of CrossRoad? 

Are you an 11th or 12th grader looking ahead to the summer? Learn more today about 
CrossRoad Institute Summer Program, a 10-day academic institute made just for you! Travel 
to Boston, New York or Southern California, to connect with other Orthodox Christians as you 
prepare to make big life decisions and start new adventures. 

Learn more today at www.CrossRoadInstitute.org. Early application deadline is January 21, 
2025. 

http://www.crossroadinstitute.org/
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