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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”) 
When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless rend 
with the Lightning of Divineness.  And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the earth, Then did 
all the powers that are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are our God, Glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion for the Martyrs – I martires sou, Kyrie (“Your martyrs, Lord”) 
Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You * the crowns of incorruption, in that they contested for You 
our immortal God. * Since they possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants, * dashing the demons’ 
powerless displays of defiance. * O Christ God, at their fervent entreaties, save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion for St. George – Os ton echmaloton (“As the captives’ deliverer”) 
As the one renowned for setting captives free and for defending those in poverty, the physician of the sick and 
the champion of emperors, great and victorious Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him 
to save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 

English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 

English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 

Seasonal Kontakion – Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”) 
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not 
ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you in faith. Quickly make 
intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/parishchristmascardpoinsettiasponsorship


 
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is 
right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at 
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that 
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship 2024  
St. Sophia is pleased once again to announce that thanks to a generous sponsorship, we are able to 
offer a $4,000 scholarship to eligible college or university students. If you are interested, and/or if you 
have any questions, please contact the Parish office. Deadline for submissions is December 1, 2024. 
 

Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming a PanHellenic 
Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know qualify to be a PanHellenic 
Scholar? The 2024/2025 application is now open and accepting applications! Application deadline 
1/31/2025.  https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply. 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 11:31-33; 12:1-9 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely. 

 
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, 
the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands. 
 
I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven -- whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise --whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows -- and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not 
utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though 
if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may 
think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance 
of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being 
too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς  Κορινθίους β' 11:31-33; 12:1-9 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Ἰσχύς μου καὶ ὕμνησίς μου ὁ Κύριος. 

Στίχ. Παιδεύων ἐπαίδευσέ με ὁ Κύριος. 
 

Ἀδελφοί, Ὁ θεὸς καὶ πατὴρ τοῦ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ οἶδεν, ὁ ὢν εὐλογητὸς εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας, ὅτι οὐ 
ψεύδομαι. Ἐν Δαμασκῷ ὁ ἐθνάρχης Ἀρέτα τοῦ βασιλέως ἐφρούρει τὴν Δαμασκηνῶν πόλιν, πιάσαι με 
θέλων· καὶ διὰ θυρίδος ἐν σαργάνῃ ἐχαλάσθην διὰ τοῦ τείχους καὶ ἐξέφυγον τὰς χεῖρας αὐτοῦ. Καυχᾶσθαι 
δὴ οὐ συμφέρει μοι· ἐλεύσομαι γὰρ εἰς ὀπτασίας καὶ ἀποκαλύψεις κυρίου. Οἶδα ἄνθρωπον ἐν Χριστῷ πρὸ 
ἐτῶν δεκατεσσάρων - εἴτε ἐν σώματι οὐκ οἶδα· εἴτε ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματος οὐκ οἶδα· ὁ θεὸς οἶδεν - ἁρπαγέντα 
τὸν τοιοῦτον ἕως τρίτου οὐρανοῦ. Καὶ οἶδα τὸν τοιοῦτον ἄνθρωπον - εἴτε ἐν σώματι, εἴτε ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματος, 
οὐκ οἶδα· ὁ θεὸς οἶδεν - ὅτι ἡρπάγη εἰς τὸν παράδεισον, καὶ ἤκουσεν ἄρρητα ῥήματα, ἃ οὐκ ἐξὸν ἀνθρώπῳ 
λαλῆσαι. Ὑπὲρ τοῦ τοιούτου καυχήσομαι· ὑπὲρ δὲ ἐμαυτοῦ οὐ καυχήσομαι, εἰ μὴ ἐν ταῖς ἀσθενείαις 
μου·  ἐὰν γὰρ θελήσω καυχήσασθαι, οὐκ ἔσομαι ἄφρων· ἀλήθειαν γὰρ ἐρῶ· φείδομαι δέ, μή τις εἰς ἐμὲ 
λογίσηται ὑπὲρ ὃ βλέπει με, ἢ ἀκούει τι ἐξ ἐμοῦ. Καὶ τῇ ὑπερβολῇ τῶν ἀποκαλύψεων ἵνα μὴ ὑπεραίρωμαι, 
ἐδόθη μοι σκόλοψ τῇ σαρκί, ἄγγελος Σατᾶν, ἵνα με κολαφίζῃ, ἵνα μὴ ὑπεραίρωμαι. Ὑπὲρ τούτου τρὶς τὸν 
κύριον παρεκάλεσα ἵνα ἀποστῇ ἀπʼ ἐμοῦ. Καὶ εἴρηκέν μοι, Ἀρκεῖ σοι ἡ χάρις μου· ἡ γὰρ δύναμίς μου ἐν 
ἀσθενείᾳ τελειοῦται. Ἥδιστα οὖν μᾶλλον καυχήσομαι ἐν ταῖς ἀσθενείαις μου, ἵνα ἐπισκηνώσῃ ἐπʼ ἐμὲ ἡ 
δύναμις τοῦ Χριστοῦ. 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply


 
GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Luke 16:19-31 
 

The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazaros, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell 
from the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried 
by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, 
have mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, 
and Lazaros in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you 
may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my 
father's house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 
But Abraham said, 'They have Moses, and the prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; 
but if some one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they do not hear Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.'" 

 

 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 16:19-31 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος· ῎Ανθρωπος δέ τις ἦν πλούσιος, καὶ ἐνεδιδύσκετο πορφύραν καὶ βύσσον εὐφραινόμενος 
καθ᾿ ἡμέραν λαμπρῶς. πτωχὸς δέ τις ἦν ὀνόματι Λάζαρος, ὃς ἐβέβλητο πρὸς τὸν πυλῶνα αὐτοῦ 
ἡλκωμένος καὶ ἐπιθυμῶν χορτασθῆναι ἀπὸ τῶν ψιχίων τῶν πιπτόντων ἀπὸ τῆς τραπέζης τοῦ πλουσίου· 
ἀλλὰ καὶ οἱ κύνες ἐρχόμενοι ἀπέλειχον τὰ ἕλκη αὐτοῦ. ἐγένετο δὲ ἀποθανεῖν τὸν πτωχὸν καὶ ἀπενεχθῆναι 
αὐτὸν ὑπὸ τῶν ἀγγέλων εἰς τὸν κόλπον ᾿Αβραάμ· ἀπέθανε δὲ καὶ ὁ πλούσιος καὶ ἐτάφη. καὶ ἐν τῷ ᾅδῃ 
ἐπάρας τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς αὐτοῦ, ὑπάρχων ἐν βασάνοις, ὁρᾷ τὸν ᾿Αβραὰμ ἀπὸ μακρόθεν καὶ Λάζαρον ἐν 
τοῖς κόλποις αὐτοῦ. καὶ αὐτὸς φωνήσας εἶπε· πάτερ ᾿Αβραάμ, ἐλέησόν με καὶ πέμψον Λάζαρον ἵνα βάψῃ 
τὸ ἄκρον τοῦ δακτύλου αὐτοῦ ὕδατος καὶ καταψύξῃ τὴν γλῶσσάν μου, ὅτι ὀδυνῶμαι ἐν τῇ φλογὶ 
ταύτῃ. εἶπε δὲ ᾿Αβραάμ· τέκνον, μνήσθητι ὅτι ἀπέλαβες σὺ τὰ ἀγαθά σου ἐν τῇ ζωῇ σου, καὶ Λάζαρος 
ὁμοίως τὰ κακά· νῦν δὲ ὧδε παρακαλεῖται, σὺ δὲ ὀδυνᾶσαι· καὶ ἐπὶ πᾶσι τούτοις μεταξὺ ἡμῶν καὶ ὑμῶν 
χάσμα μέγα ἐστήρικται, ὅπως οἱ θέλοντες διαβῆναι ἔνθεν πρὸς ὑμᾶς μὴ δύνωνται, μηδὲ οἱ ἐκεῖθεν πρὸς 
ἡμᾶς διαπερῶσιν. εἶπε δέ· ἐρωτῶ οὖν σε, πάτερ, ἵνα πέμψῃς αὐτὸν εἰς τὸν οἶκον τοῦ πατρός μου· ἔχω 
γὰρ πέντε ἀδελφούς· ὅπως διαμαρτύρηται αὐτοῖς, ἵνα μὴ καὶ αὐτοὶ ἔλθωσιν εἰς τὸν τόπον τοῦτον τῆς 
βασάνου. λέγει αὐτῷ ᾿Αβραάμ· ἔχουσι Μωϋσέα καὶ τοὺς προφήτας· ἀκουσάτωσαν αὐτῶν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν· 
οὐχί, πάτερ ᾿Αβραάμ, ἀλλ᾿ ἐάν τις ἀπὸ νεκρῶν πορευθῇ πρὸς αὐτούς, μετανοήσουσιν. εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ· εἰ 
Μωϋσέως καὶ τῶν προφητῶν οὐκ ἀκούουσιν, οὐδὲ ἐάν τις ἐκ νεκρῶν ἀναστῇ πεισθήσονται. 
 

 
 
November Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are 
designated for a local charity. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box in November will be provided to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese National Hurricane Relief Fund, to assist the needs of 
those affected by recent hurricanes in the southeastern United States. You can learn 
more about this worthwhile endeavor at https://www.goarch.org/donate/hurricane and 
https://www.goarch.org/-/sts-john-stefanos.  
 
Please consider donating at http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html 
or submit a check payable to St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo 
line.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mortgage Reduction: Our mortgage balance is down to $530,000! To take full 
advantage of the $100,000 match and reduce our mortgage balance below $400,000, 
we only have two months left to collect the remaining $40,000.  Please consider a 
Mortgage Reduction contribution to help us meet the generous matching offer. 
 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges 
(or send in your pledge if you have not yet done so) as we resume our ministries and 
activities this fall. God bless you for your support of our parish! 

https://www.goarch.org/donate/hurricane
https://www.goarch.org/-/sts-john-stefanos
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.       
 
Memorial Service: Today’s memorial is being chanted for the souls of: 
 

 Michael Nikolaou (1 year), beloved husband of Zoe, and father of Peter (Jennifer) Nikolaou 
and George (Betty Jean Swartz) Nikolaou. He is also survived by his brother George Nikolaou 
of Greece, sister Tasoula Tzouanakos of Greece, brother Stamati Nikolaou of Greece, and 
his five grandchildren: Zoey Nikolaou, Charlie Nikolaou, Michael Nikolaou, Stefano Nikolaou, 
and Jamie Swartz. May his memory be eternal. 

 
 Beloved family members of Mary and Ed McAdoo – Emanuel Englesson (7 yrs); Mary 

Englezos (10 yrs); Calliope Englesson (12 yrs); Francis McAdoo (14 yrs); Gordon Nichols and 
Elizabeth Nicolaides (20 yrs); Ellen McAdoo (24 yrs); George Englezos (31 yrs); Helen 
Yovakimglou (34 yrs); John Sideris (43 yrs); Sevaste Englezos (49 yrs); Helen Nichols and 
Nicholas Englezos (62 yrs). May their memories be eternal. 

 
Artoklasia: Today’s artoklasia is being offered by the Ladies Philoptochos Society in honor of their 
Patron Saints and Holy Unmercenaries Cosmas & Damianos.   
 
Special Offering Tray: St. Sophia’s Philoptochos Society is passing a special tray today in honor of 
their Patron Saints and Holy Unmercenaries Cosmas & Damianos to benefit the many philanthropic 
ministries of the Philoptochos society. 
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Mary and Ed McAdoo for offering today’s coffee hour in memory of their 
loved ones. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  

 
Fall General Assembly: The Fall General Assembly meeting will take place today immediately 
following the Divine Liturgy. At the meeting we will review the current and future business of our parish, 
including review of the budget and nominations for seven candidates to serve on Parish Council for 
two-year terms beginning in January 2025. Elections for Parish Council will be held on Sunday, 
December 8, 2024, following Divine Liturgy.  
 
*Please note that to vote in both the General Assembly and Parish Council Elections, you must have 
returned a 2024 Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. If you have not 
yet done so, please complete a 2024 Stewardship Commitment Form. Pledge forms can be found at 
the Pangari and on our website. If you have any questions, contact the Parish office at 610-650-8960 
or Tom Cox at 215-859-1009. 
 
Community Christmas Card/Poinsettias: If you would like to be included in this year’s 
Christmas card and/or if you would like to donate a poinsettia, please complete the 
attached form, and mail or bring it with payment to the Parish office. PLEASE DO NOT 
CUT THE FORM IN HALF. Forms must be returned to the office (with payment) by 
Sunday, November 24th. The form can also be downloaded from our website – just click 
on the following link: Christmas Card/Poinsettia. 
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Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd. 
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: November 
3, 10, 17, 24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. Cathy Cox or Ms. 
Carla Johnson. 
 
Food & Craft Fair: Volunteers are needed to help in the kitchen and restaurant during the upcoming 
Food & Craft Fair on Friday, November 8th through Sunday, November 10th. Please take a moment to 
sign up using the Signup Genius link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia 
 

We ask that ALL our volunteers use the SignUpGenius so that we know in advance which areas 
have sufficient help and which do not. If you are planning to help but cannot use the SignUpGenius, 
please let us know so that we can put you on the schedule. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia


Have you heard of CrossRoad? 
 
Are you an 11th or 12th grader looking ahead to the summer? Learn more today about 
CrossRoad Institute Summer Program, a 10-day academic institute made just for you! Travel 
to Boston, New York or Southern California, to connect with other Orthodox Christians as you 
prepare to make big life decisions and start new adventures. 
 
Learn more today at www.CrossRoadInstitute.org. Early application deadline is January 21, 
2025. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.crossroadinstitute.org/


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA  

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL  

 

 

Prot. No. 360/2024 

 

Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Feast of the Holy Unmercenaries, Saints Cosmas 

and Damian 

November 3, 2024 

 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 

Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable 

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and 

Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, 

and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 

 

All-Glorious Anargyroi: Physicians of the sick, Treasuries of healings, Deliverers of the 

Faithful! (Lauds of the Holy Anargyroi) 

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, 

On the Sunday nearest the Feast of the Holy Brothers and Unmercenaries, Cosmas 

and Damian, (the sons of Saint Theodoti), our National Philoptochos dedicates its 

resources and collections for the benevolent and philanthropic ministries of our 

Ecumenical Patriarchate. For all of us who have admired the Philoptochos for decades 

and their incredible work on behalf of the Church, this Sunday is an opportunity to show 

our support and dedicate our own resources to their sacred mission. 

 

Following in the blessed footsteps of the healing Saints, Philoptochos devotes its 

energy and efforts in service to those whose lives are not as fortunate as our own. These 

gracious sisters minister through presence, encouragement and concrete support. The 

charitable ministries of the Ecumenical Patriarchate benefit tremendously from 

Philoptochos, as these ministering daughters prove time and again their filial devotion 

and love for our Mother Church. 

 



Therefore, I encourage all the faithful of our Sacred Archdiocese to show their 

support for Philoptochos on the 3rd of November. Let us imitate the Holy Unmercenaries, 

Cosmas and Damian, whose healing gifts were bestowed with grace and generosity. Even 

from across the ocean and many thousands of miles away, we can still reach our spiritual 

sisters and brothers with acts of kindness and mercy. For we are one Church and one 

family in Christ. And so, may we always care for our Mother Church as does our 

Philoptochos. 

 

With paternal love in Christ, 

 

                             

† ELPIDOPHOROS 

Archbishop of America 



 

 

                                   
 

                             

   

 

                                           ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ  

                                 ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ   

Ἀριθμ. Πρωτ.: 360/2024  

 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἑορτὴ τῶν ἁγίων Ἀναργύρων 

Κοσμᾶ καὶ Δαμιανοῦ. 

3 Νοεμβρίου 2024 

 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασμιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 

Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 

Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 

Συμβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιμολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 

τὰ μέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡμερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευματινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 

Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 

ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυμο πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς. 

 

«Ἰατροὶ τῶν ἀσθενούντων, θησαυροὶ τῶν ἰαμάτων, σωτῆρες τῶν πιστῶν, Ἀνάργυροι 

πανευκλεεῖς» (Στιχηρὰ τῶν αἴνων τῆς ἑορτῆς). 

 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

  

 Τὴν πλησιέστερη Κυριακὴ πρὸς τὴν ἑορτὴ τῶν ἁγίων Ἀναργύρων, τῶν 

αὐταδέλφων Κοσμᾶ καὶ Δαμιανοῦ καὶ υἱῶν τῆς Ἁγίας Θεοδότης, ἡ Ἐθνική μας 

Φιλόπτωχος Ἀδελφότητα Κυριῶν ἀφιερώνει τοὺς πόρους καὶ τὰ ἔσοδα ἀπὸ τὴν 

περιφορὰ τοῦ δίσκου στὴ Θ. Λειτουργία γιὰ τὶς φιλανθρωπικὲς δράσεις καὶ τὰ 

διακονήματα τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ μας Πατριαρχείου. Γιὰ ὅλους ἐμᾶς ποὺ γιὰ δεκαετίες 

θαυμάζουμε τὸ ἀπίστευτο ἔργο τῆς Φιλοπτώχου ὑπὲρ τῆς ἐκκλησίας, αὐτὴ ἡ Κυριακὴ 

ἀποτελεῖ ἀκόμη μία εὐκαιρία νὰ δείξουμε τὴν ὑποστήριξή μας, ἀφιερώνοντας 

κάποιους ἀπὸ τοὺς πόρους μας στὴν ἱερὴ ἀποστολή της. 



 

 

                                   
 

                             

   

 

 Ἀκολουθώντας τὰ εὐλογημένα βήματα τῶν ἰαματικῶν Ἀναργύρων,  ἡ 

Φιλόπτωχος ἀφιερώνει τὴ δράση καὶ τοὺς κόπους της στὴ διακονία ἐκείνων ποὺ ἡ 

ζωή τους δὲν εἶναι τὸσο ἄνετη ὅπως ἡ δική μας. Αὐτὲς οἱ ἐνάρετες ἀδελφὲς τῆς 

Φιλοπτώχου διακονοῦν μὲ διαρκῆ παρουσία, ἐνθάρρυνση καὶ ἀποτελεσματικὴ 

ὑποστήριξη. Οἱ φιλανθρωπικὲς διακονίες τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου 

ὠφελοῦνται καὶ αὐτὲς ἐξαιρετικὰ ἀπὸ τὴ Φιλόπτωχο, καθὼς αὐτὲς οἱ διακόνισσες 

τοῦ Χριστοῦ ἀποδεικνύουν ἐπανειλημμένα τὴ θυγατρικὴ ἀφοσίωση καὶ τὴν ἀγάπη 

τους πρὸς τὴ Μητέρα μας Ἐκκλησία.  

 Προτρέπω λοιπὸν ὅλους τοὺς πιστοὺς στὴν Ἱερὰ Ἀρχιεπισκοπή μας νὰ δείξουν 

τὴ συμπαράστασή τους πρὸς τὴ Φιλόπτωχο στὶς 3 Νοεμβρίου. Ἂς μιμηθοῦμε τοὺς 

ἁγίους Ἁναργύρους Κοσμᾶ καὶ Δαμιανό, τῶν ὁποίων τὰ ἰαματικὰ χαρίσματα 

προσφέρονται μὲ χάρη καὶ γενναιοδωρία. Ἀκόμη καὶ ἂν βρισκόμαστε στὴν ἄλλη 

ὄχθη τοῦ ὠκεανοῦ, χιλιάδες μίλια μακριά, μποροῦμε νὰ προσεγγίσουμε τὰ 

πνευματικά μας ἀδέλφια, ποὺ βρίσκονται ἐν ἀνάγκῃ, μὲ πράξεις καλωσύνης καὶ 

ἐλέους. Διότι εἴμεθα μία Ἐκκλησία καὶ μία οἰκογένεια ἐν Χριστῷ, καὶ γιὰ αὐτὸ ἂς 

φροντίζουμε πάντοτε τὴ Μητέρα Ἐκκλησία μας, ὅπως τὸ πράττει καὶ ἡ Φιλόπτωχός 

μας. 

  

Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπης, 

 

    

† ὁ Ἀμερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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