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7th Sunday of Luke  
Nestor the Martyr of Thessaloniki  

Kyriakos, Patriarch of Constantinople 
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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”) 
The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers 
guarded Your Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world 
Your gift of Life.  For this do the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower.  Glory to Your 
Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom.  Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην 
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo 
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; 
meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr 
dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up 
by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede 
with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”) 
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are 
sinners, do not ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to 
you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you 
always protect those who honor you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8briW1lwixN4UYG2v-hinxlbr2ZzM3u3d1J9jyKfWop5urw/viewform


 
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is 
right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at 
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that 
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter & Alice Zavitsanos Scholarship 2024  
St. Sophia is pleased once again to announce that thanks to a generous sponsorship, we are able to 
offer a $4,000 scholarship to eligible college or university students. If you are interested, and/or if you 
have any questions, please contact the Parish office. Deadline for submissions is December 1, 2024. 
 

Pan-Hellenic Scholarship 
Calling all exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent -- consider becoming a PanHellenic 
Scholar! Do you or an exceptional undergraduate student you know qualify to be a PanHellenic 
Scholar? The 2024/2025 application is now open and accepting applications! Application deadline 
1/31/2025.  https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply. 

 
 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 9:6-11 
 

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

 
Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 
you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work. As it 
is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever." He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your resources and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς  Κορινθίους β' 9:6-11 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφ' ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι ἐν Κυρίῳ 
 

Ἀδελφοί, ὁ σπείρων φειδομένως, φειδομένως καὶ θερίσει· καὶ ὁ σπείρων ἐπʼ εὐλογίαις, ἐπʼ 
εὐλογίαις καὶ θερίσει. Ἕκαστος καθὼς προαιρεῖται τῇ καρδίᾳ· μὴ ἐκ λύπης ἢ ἐξ ἀνάγκης· ἱλαρὸν 
γὰρ δότην ἀγαπᾷ ὁ θεός. Δυνατὸς δὲ ὁ θεὸς πᾶσαν χάριν περισσεῦσαι εἰς ὑμᾶς, ἵνα ἐν παντὶ 
πάντοτε πᾶσαν αὐτάρκειαν ἔχοντες περισσεύητε εἰς πᾶν ἔργον ἀγαθόν· καθὼς γέγραπται, 
Ἐσκόρπισεν, ἔδωκεν τοῖς πένησιν· ἡ δικαιοσύνη αὐτοῦ μένει εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα. Ὁ δὲ ἐπιχορηγῶν 
σπέρμα τῷ σπείροντι, καὶ ἄρτον εἰς βρῶσιν χορηγήσαι, καὶ πληθύναι τὸν σπόρον ὑμῶν, καὶ 
αὐξήσαι τὰ γενήματα τῆς δικαιοσύνης ὑμῶν· ἐν παντὶ πλουτιζόμενοι εἰς πᾶσαν ἁπλότητα, ἥτις 
κατεργάζεται διʼ ἡμῶν εὐχαριστίαν τῷ θεῷ. 
 

 
 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply


GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 8:41-56 

 
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at Jesus' 
feet he besought him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she 
was dying. As he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman who had had a flow of blood for twelve 
years and had spent all her living upon physicians and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind him, 
and touched the fringe of his garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was it 
that touched me?" When all denied it, Peter and those who were with him said, "Master, the multitudes surround 
you and press upon you!" But Jesus said, "Some one touched me; for I perceive that power has gone forth from 
me." And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him 
declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 
And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man 
from the ruler's house came and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more." But Jesus 
on hearing this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well." And when he came to the 
house, he permitted no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of 
the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping." 
And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand he called, saying, "Child, 
arise." And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and he directed that something should be given her to 
eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 8:41-56 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἄνθρωπός τις προσῆλθε τῷ Ἰησοῦ ᾧ ὄνομα ᾿Ιάειρος, καὶ αὐτὸς ἄρχων τῆς συναγωγῆς 
ὑπῆρχε· καὶ πεσὼν παρὰ τοὺς πόδας τοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦ παρεκάλει αὐτὸν εἰσελθεῖν εἰς τὸν οἶκον αὐτοῦ, ὅτι 
θυγάτηρ μονογενὴς ἦν αὐτῷ ὡς ἐτῶν δώδεκα, καὶ αὕτη ἀπέθνησκεν. ᾿Εν δὲ τῷ ὑπάγειν αὐτὸν οἱ ὄχλοι 
συνέπνιγον αὐτόν. καὶ γυνὴ οὖσα ἐν ῥύσει αἵματος ἀπὸ ἐτῶν δώδεκα, ἥτις ἰατροῖς προσαναλώσασα ὅλον 
τὸν βίον οὐκ ἴσχυσεν ὑπ᾿ οὐδενὸς θεραπευθῆναι, προσελθοῦσα ὄπισθεν ἥψατο τοῦ κρασπέδου τοῦ ἱματίου 
αὐτοῦ, καὶ παραχρῆμα ἔστη ἡ ῥύσις τοῦ αἵματος αὐτῆς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· τίς ὁ ἁψάμενός μου; 
ἀρνουμένων δὲ πάντων εἶπεν ὁ Πέτρος καὶ οἱ σὺν αὐτῷ· ἐπιστάτα, οἱ ὄχλοι συνέχουσί σε καὶ ἀποθλίβουσι, 
καὶ λέγεις τίς ὁ ἁψάμενός μου; ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν· ἥψατό μού τις· ἐγὼ γὰρ ἔγνων δύναμιν ἐξελθοῦσαν 
ἀπ᾿ ἐμοῦ. ἰδοῦσα δὲ ἡ γυνὴ ὅτι οὐκ ἔλαθε, τρέμουσα ἦλθε καὶ προσπεσοῦσα αὐτῷ δι᾿ ἣν αἰτίαν ἥψατο 
αὐτοῦ ἀπήγγειλεν αὐτῷ ἐνώπιον παντὸς τοῦ λαοῦ, καὶ ὡς ἰάθη παραχρῆμα. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῇ· θάρσει, 
θύγατερ, ἡ πίστις σου σέσωκέ σε· πορεύου εἰς εἰρήνην.῎Ετι αὐτοῦ λαλοῦντος ἔρχεταί τις παρὰ τοῦ 
ἀρχισυναγώγου λέγων αὐτῷ ὅτι τέθνηκεν ἡ θυγάτηρ σου· μὴ σκύλλε τὸν διδάσκαλον. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς 
ἀκούσας ἀπεκρίθη αὐτῷ λέγων· μὴ φοβοῦ· μόνον πίστευε, καὶ σωθήσεται. ἐλθὼν δὲ εἰς τὴν οἰκίαν οὐκ 
ἀφῆκεν εἰσελθεῖν οὐδένα εἰ μὴ Πέτρον καὶ ̓ Ιωάννην καὶ ̓ Ιάκωβον καὶ τὸν πατέρα τῆς παιδὸς καὶ τὴν μητέρα. 
ἔκλαιον δὲ πάντες καὶ ἐκόπτοντο αὐτήν. ὁ δὲ εἶπε· μὴ κλαίετε· οὐκ ἀπέθανεν, ἀλλὰ καθεύδει. καὶ κατεγέλων 
αὐτοῦ, εἰδότες ὅτι ἀπέθανεν. αὐτὸς δὲ ἐκβαλὼν ἔξω πάντας καὶ κρατήσας τῆς χειρὸς αὐτῆς ἐφώνησε 
λέγων· ἡ παῖς, ἐγείρου. καὶ ἐπέστρεψε τὸ πνεῦμα αὐτῆς, καὶ ἀνέστη παραχρῆμα, καὶ διέταξεν αὐτῇ δοθῆναι 
φαγεῖν. καὶ ἐξέστησαν οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῖς. ὁ δὲ παρήγγειλεν αὐτοῖς μηδενὶ εἰπεῖν τὸ γεγονός. 

 
October Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the 
Philoptochos Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are 
designated for a local charity. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for October will be provided to Holy 
Protection/Agia Skepi Monastery in White Haven, PA. You can learn more about this 
worthwhile organization at www.holyprotectionmonastery.org.  
 
Please pray for the sisters at Agia Skepi. Please consider donating to this worthwhile 
charity at http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check 
payable to 
St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line.  Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mortgage Reduction: Our mortgage balance is down to $530,000! To take full 
advantage of the $100,000 match and reduce our mortgage balance below $400,000, 
we only have two months left to collect the remaining $44,000.  Please consider a 
Mortgage Reduction contribution to help us meet the generous matching offer. 
 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges 
(or send in your pledge if you have not yet done so) as we resume our ministries and 
activities this fall. God bless you for your support of our parish! 

http://www.holyprotectionmonastery.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  



https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.       

Artoklasia: Today’s artoklasia is being offered by George & Dimitra Klapakis in honor of St. 
Demetrios, whose feast day we celebrated yesterday. We pray for the health and salvation of 
Dimitra, her family, and all those who celebrated their name day yesterday. Χρόνια Πολλά! 

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Eleftheria and Thomas Dickson & family for offering today’s coffee hour. 

Fall General Assembly: The Fall General Assembly meeting will take place next Sunday, November 
3, 2024, immediately following Divine Liturgy. At the meeting we will review the current and future 
business of our parish, including review of the budget and nominations for seven candidates to serve 
on Parish Council for two-year terms beginning in January 2025. Elections for Parish Council will be 
held on Sunday, December 8, 2024, following Divine Liturgy.  

*Please note that to vote in both the General Assembly and Parish Council Elections, you must have
returned a 2024 Stewardship Commitment Form and be current in your commitment. If you have not 
yet done so, please complete a 2024 Stewardship Commitment Form. Pledge forms can be found at 
the Pangari and on our website. If you have any questions, contact the Parish office at 610-650-8960 
or Tom Cox at 215-859-1009. 

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd. 
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: October 27; 
November 3, 10, 17, 24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. Cathy 
Cox or Ms. Carla Johnson. 



Food & Craft Fair: Volunteers are needed to help in the kitchen and restaurant during the upcoming 
Food & Craft Fair on Friday, November 8th through Sunday, November 10th. IN ADDITION, we can 
also use help on Saturday afternoon, November 2nd, from Noon – 4pm and IF NECESSARY, Monday 
evening, November 4th, from 6pm to 8pm, to set up the hall. Please take a moment to sign up using 
the Signup Genius link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia 
We ask that ALL our volunteers use the SignUpGenius so that we know in advance which areas 
have sufficient help and which do not. If you are planning to help but cannot use the SignUpGenius, 
please let us know so that we can put you on the schedule. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia


Have you heard of CrossRoad? 

Are you an 11th or 12th grader looking ahead to the summer? Learn more today about 
CrossRoad Institute Summer Program, a 10-day academic institute made just for you! Travel 
to Boston, New York or Southern California, to connect with other Orthodox Christians as you 
prepare to make big life decisions and start new adventures. 

Learn more today at www.CrossRoadInstitute.org. Early application deadline is January 21, 
2025. 

http://www.crossroadinstitute.org/






 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 

Prot. No. 339/2024 

Archepiscopal Encyclical for National Leadership 100 Sunday  

October 27, 2024 

To the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 

Τίς σοφὸς καὶ ἐπιστήµων ἐν ὑµῖν; δειξάτω ἐκ τῆς καλῆς 
ἀναστροφῆς τὰ ἔργα αὐτοῦ ἐν πραΰτητι σοφίας.  

(Ἐπιστολή Ἰακώβου 3:13) 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? By their good way of 
life, let them show their works in the meekness of wisdom.  

(Epistle of Iakovos 3:13) 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

On this Sunday, which falls after the Feastday of Saint Iakovos, the Brother of God 
and First Bishop of Jerusalem, we begin with discerning and sagacious words from his 
Epistle that describe the people and purpose of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 
Fund. This permanent endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism of our Archdiocese is 
comprised of “wise and understanding” stewards from across the Nation, who manifest 
their “works in the meekness of wisdom.” 

Leadership 100 has been carefully and thoughtfully making distributions from its 
fund for over forty years, often without fanfare or boasting; simply and quietly doing the 
work of the Church. Their cooperation and commitment to positive diakonia has resulted 
in seventy-seven million dollars in disbursements to a wide array of institutions and 
ministries, with over thirty million dollars going to support Hellenic College and Holy 
Cross School of Theology. Leadership 100 provides real evidence of their “good way of 
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life” every day, as their philanthropic contributions not only help people fulfill their own 
missions, but also catalyze ministries in creative and innovative ways. 

 

On this Sunday, October 27th, let us take time to remember Leadership 100 and its 
important role in our Church today, and let us also make special remembrance of the 
ever-memorable Archbishop Iakovos, for whom the Endowment is named, and whose 
vision for the fund is being realized by its wonderful Members, in accordance with the 
word of Saint Iakovos, the Brother of God. 

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 



 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 339/2024 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ ἀφιερωµένη στὴν Ἡγεσία τῶν 
100. 

27 Ὀκτωβρίου 2024 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς 
Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους 
Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ 
Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, 
τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς 
Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

«Τίς σοφὸς καὶ ἐπιστήµων ἐν ὑµῖν; δειξάτω ἐκ τῆς καλῆς ἀναστροφῆς  
τὰ ἔργα αὐτοῦ ἐν πραΰτητι σοφίας» (Ἐπιστολὴ Ἰακώβου 3:13). 

 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

Κατὰ τὴ σηµερινὴ ἡµέρα, Κυριακὴ µετὰ τὴν ἑορτὴ τοῦ Ἁγίου Ἰακώβου τοῦ 
Ἀδελφοθέου καὶ πρώτου ἐπισκόπου Ἱεροσολύµων, θυµόµαστε τὰ σοφὰ λόγια ἀπὸ 
τὴν ἐπιστολή του πρὸς τὸ πλήρωµα τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, τὰ ὁποῖα ταιριάζουν ἀπολύτως 
στὴν ἀποστολὴ τοῦ ἀποθεµατικοῦ Ταµείου τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100 «Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος 
Ἰάκωβος» καὶ στὰ ἀξιότιµα µέλη του. Αὐτὸ τὸ ἀποθεµατικὸ Ταµεῖο γιὰ τὴν 
Ὀρθοδοξία καὶ τὸν Ἑλληνισµὸ ἀποτελεῖται ἀπὸ «σοφοὺς καὶ ἐπιστήµονας», ἐκλεκτὰ 
µέλη ἀπὸ ὅλη τὴν Ἀµερική, τὰ ὁποῖα «δεικνύουν ἐκ τῆς καλῆς ἀναστροφῆς τὰ ἔργα 
αὐτῶν ἐν πραΰτητι σοφίας». 

 
 Ἡ Ἡγεσία τῶν 100 µὲ σύνεση καὶ προσοχὴ ὑποστηρίζει διάφορες δράσεις γιὰ 
περισσότερο ἀπὸ σαράντα χρόνια, χωρὶς θόρυβο καὶ τυµπανοκρουσίες, 
συνεισφέροντας ταπεινὰ καὶ ἀθόρυβα στὸ ἔργο τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Αὐτὴ ἡ προσήλωση 
τῶν µελῶν στὶς διακονίες τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ἔχει ὡς ἀποτέλεσµα τὴ χρηµατοδότηση ἀπὸ 
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τὸ Ταµεῖο αὐτὸ µὲ περισσότερο ἀπὸ ἑβδοµήντα ἑκατοµµύρια δολλάρια γιὰ τὴ 
στήριξη ἑνὸς εὐρέως φάσµατος δράσεων καὶ ὁργανισµῶν, µὲ ἀποκορύφωµα τὴ 
στήριξη τοῦ Ἑλληνικοῦ Κολλεγίου καὶ τῆς Θεολογικῆς Σχολῆς τοῦ Τιµίου Σταυροῦ 
µὲ τριάντα ἑκατοµµύρια δολλάρια. Τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100 ἀποδεικνύουν 
καθηµερινὰ «τὴν καλὴν ἀναστροφήν», καθὼς οἱ φιλανθρωπίες τους δὲν 
προσφέρουν µόνο βοήθεια στοὺς ἀνθρώπους γιὰ νὰ ἐκπληρώσουν τὴν ἀποστολή 
τους, ἀλλὰ καὶ τοὺς ἐµπνέουν στὶς διακονίες τους µὲ δηµιουργικοὺς καὶ καινοτόµους 
τρόπους. 
 
 Αὐτὴ τὴν Κυριακή, 27 Ὀκτωβρίου, ἂς ἀφιερώσουµε λίγο ἀπὸ τὸ χρόνο µας γιὰ 
νὰ τιµήσουµε τὴν Ἡγεσία τῶν 100 καὶ τὸν σηµαντικότατο ρόλο της στὴν Ἐκκλησία 
µας σήµερα, µνηµονεύοντας τὸν ἀείµνηστο Ἀρχιεπίσκοπο Ἰάκωβο, τοῦ ὁποίου τὸ 
ὄνοµα ἔχει τὸ Ταµεῖο τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100. Τὸ ὅραµα τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Ἰακώβου 
γιὰ τὸ Ταµεῖο αὐτὸ ὑλοποιεῖται χάρη στὰ ἀξιότιµα µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, ὅπως 
ἀκριβῶς λέει ὁ ἅγιος Ἰάκωβος ὁ Ἀδελφόθεος.  

 

Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν Κυρίῳ Ἰησοῦ Χριστῷ ἀγάπης, 
 

 
 

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 



 

   
 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 

Prot. No. 340/2024 

Archiepiscopal Encyclical for the Commemoration of OXI Day   

  

October 27, 2024 

To the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, 

Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons 

of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, 

Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-

loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 

Blessed is the people, whose help is the Lord their God. 

(Doxology for October 28th, the Feast of Victory) 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

OXI Day is a shining reminder of the courage and steadfastness of the People of 

Greece, who stood tall in the face of the fascist aggression and invasion against their 

Nation during World War II. The line that they drew was in their own blood, and their 

heroism is redolent of those Immortal Heroes of 1821, in whose steps they faithfully 

followed. 

Greece may be a small land, but it is an enormous civilization. Whether in the 

mainland, the islands, or the outposts of Asia Minor that were founded thousands of 

years ago, the genius of Hellas has always shone forth for all the world to see. The 

resistance of Greece to the fascists of the Second World War was inevitable, for such cruel 

and violent forms of domination are counter to every impulse of the Hellenic Mind. Add 

to this culture the Christian Orthodox Faith, and you have a spiritual, mental, and indeed, 

national phalanx against tyranny. 

Therefore, it is no accident that the Church of Greece transferred the feast of the 

Holy Protection of the Virgin from October 1st (the day it is normally observed) to OXI 

Day, October 28th. This recognition of God’s favor and aid in the face of invasion through 

the intercessions of His Holy Mother is deeply engrained in the psyche of the Greek 

People. Around the world, Hellenes and Philhellenes alike celebrate this faith in God and 
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faith in the human potential for justice and goodness on this Day of the “OXI” to 

totalitarianism and the “NAI” to freedom. How blessed we all are to be the People whose 

help is on the Lord our God. 

With paternal love in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 

Archbishop of America 



 

   

 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθμ. Πρωτ.: 340/2024 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἡμέρα τοῦ «ΟΧΙ».  

27 Ὀκτωβρίου 2024 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασμιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους 

Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη 

τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιμολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 

Πατριαρχείου, τὰ μέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡμερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευματινὰ Σχολεῖα, 

τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 

ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυμο πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς. 

«Μακάριος ὁ λαός, οὗ ἐστι βοηθὸς Κύριος ὁ Θεὸς αὐτοῦ» 

(Δοξολογία ἐπὶ τῇ 28ῃ Ὀκτωβρίου. Τῶν Νικητηρίων). 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

Ἡ ἡμέρα τοῦ «ΟΧΙ» ἀποτελεῖ μία λαμπρὴ ὑπενθύμιση τοῦ θάρρους καὶ τῆς 

ἐπιμονῆς τοῦ Ἑλληνικοῦ Λαοῦ, ὁ ὁποῖος ἔδειξε τὸ ἀναστημά του ἀπέναντι στὴν 

φασιστικὴ ἐπιθετικότητα καὶ τὴν εἰσβολὴ στὰ ἱερά μας χώματα κατὰ τὸν Δεύτερο 

Παγκόσμιο Πόλεμο. Ἡ γραμμὴ ἄμυνας βάφτηκε μὲ αἷμα καὶ ὁ ἡρωϊσμός τους μοιάζει 

μὲ ἐκεῖνον τῶν ἡρώων τοῦ 1821, τὸ παράδειγμα τῶν ὁποίων ἀκολούθησαν πιστά. 

Ἡ Ἑλλάδα μας εἶναι μία μικρὴ χώρα μὲ ἀνυπέρβλητο πολιτισμό! Εἴτε στὸ 

ἠπειρωτικὸ τμῆμα, εἴτε στὰ ἀμέτρητα νησιά της, εἴτε στοὺς θύλακες τῆς Μικρᾶς Ἀσίας 

ἐδῶ καὶ χιλιάδες χρόνια, ἡ ἰδιοφυΐα τοῦ ἕλληνα ἀνέκαθεν ἔλαμπε σὰν ἄστρο σὲ ὅλο τὸν 

κόσμο. Ἡ ἀντίσταση τῆς Ἑλλάδος στὸν κατακτητὴ καὶ στοὺς φασίστες τοῦ Δευτέρου 

Παγκοσμίου Πολέμου ἦταν αὐτονόητη, καθὼς ἡ βία, ἡ καταπίεση καὶ ἡ ὠμότητα 

ἀποτελοῦν ξένες ἔννοιες γιὰ κάθε γνήσιο ἕλληνα. Ἂν σὲ αὐτὸν τὸν πολιτισμὸ τῆς 

δημοκρατίας καὶ τῆς ἐλευθερίας προσθέσουμε τὴ χριστιανικὴ ὀρθόδοξη πίστη μὲ τὸν 

πνευματικό της δυναμισμὸ καὶ τὴν αὐταπάρνηση ἀπέναντι στὸ κακό, τότε μποροῦμε 

νὰ καταλάβουμε αὐτὴ τὴν αὐθόρμητη ἀντίσταση κατὰ τῆς τυραννίας. 
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Ἑπομένως, δὲν εἶναι τυχαῖο ὅτι ἡ Ἐκκλησία τῆς Ἑλλάδος μετέφερε τὴν ἑορτὴ τῆς 

Ἁγίας Σκέπης τῆς Θεοτόκου ἀπὸ τὴν 1η Ὀκτωβρίου (τὴν ἡμέρα ποὺ ἑορτάζεται 

κανονικά) στὴν ἡμέρα τοῦ «ΟΧΙ». Αὐτὴ ἡ πίστη ὅτι ὁ Θεὸς μὲ τὶς μεσιτεῖες τῆς Θεοτόκου 

ἔρχεται πάντοτε ὡς προστάτης καὶ βοηθὸς ἀπέναντι σὲ κάθε ἄδικη εἰσβολή, εἶναι βαθιὰ 

ριζωμένη στὴν καρδιὰ τοῦ ἑλληνικοῦ λαοῦ. Σὲ ὅλο τὸν κόσμο, αὐτὴ τὴν ἡμέρα, οἱ 

ἕλληνες καὶ οἱ φιλέλληνες γιορτάζουν μὲ πίστη στὸ Θεὸ τὸν ἀγώνα γιὰ δικαιοσύνη καὶ 

ἀγαθοσύνη, ἀπαντώντας «ΟΧΙ» στὸν ὁλοκληρωτισμὸ καὶ «ΝΑΙ» στὴν ἐλευθερία! Πόσο, 

ἀλήθεια, εὐλογημένοι εἴμαστε, ποὺ ἔχουμε βοηθὸ καὶ σκεπαστὴ τὸν Κύριο καὶ Θεό μας; 

Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν Κυρίῳ Ἰησοῦ Χριστῷ ἀγάπης, 

 

 
 

† ὁ Ἀμερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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