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September 1, 2024
Ecclesiastical New Year
Symeon the Stylite
Synaxis of the Recovery of the Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos of Miasenae
The 40 Holy Ascetic Virgin Martyrs of Thrace and their Teacher Ammon the Deacon
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ENTRANCE HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”)

The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers guarded Your Pure and
Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world Your gift of Life. For this do the powers of
Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower. Glory to Your Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom. Glory to Your dispensation,
O only Friend of man.

Apolytikion for the Indiction — O pasis dhimourghos (“O Maker of all creation™)
O Fashioner of all creation, who made seasons and years by Your own authority, bless the crown of the year with Your
goodness, O Lord, and preserve our rulers and Your city in peace, at the intercession of the Theotokos, and save us.

Apolytikion for the Theotokos — Chere kai haritomeni (“ Rejoice, O Lady full of grace™)

Rejoice, Maiden full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos; a haven and protection are you for all of mankind. From you did the
Redeemer of the world become incarnate, only you are both a Mother and a Virgin. O Lady ever blessed and ever filled
with glory, intercede with Christ God, beseeching Him to grant peace to the universe.

Apolytikion for the Devout Man — Ypomonis stylos yeyonas (“You became the pillar of patience™)

You became a pillar of patience, O devout one, emulating the forefathers, Job in his sufferings and Joseph in his
temptations, and the manner of the bodiless, though you were still in body. O devout father Symeon, intercede with Christ
God, to save our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape

Greek

Oc¢ eAaia kard kaprroc avefAdoTnaac, év raic avAaic Tou Kupiou, Zogia pdptuc aguvi, Kai mpoanyayes Xpiotw Kapmov n
ourarov, ToU¢ ¢ vnduog cou BAaatouc, &i a ywvwv edaywv, Aydmnv te kai “EAmida alv ) Bebdppovi [iotel, uebwv
OUoWTTEl UTTER TTAVTWY HIWV.

English Phonetics for Greek
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon idytaton, tus
tis nidyos su vlastus, di' agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.

English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and you brought

to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and
Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.

Seasonal Kontakion — O ton eonon piitis (“The creator and master of all ages™)

You, the Creator and the Lord of the ages, O God of all, truly transcending all essence, we earnestly entreat, that You will
bless the year, and, O tender-loving Lord, in Your infinite mercy, only Master, save us all who worship and serve You, O
our Redeemer, and who cry with fear, “For all Your servants, make fruitful the coming year.”

St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape Greek Orthodox Church

= MINISTRIES —

REGISTRATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Starts Sunday, September 15th
orsi0 GREEK SCHOOL

START DATES

September 26th (children)

i GRe September 2%th (adults)

For complete list of Youth Ministries for ALL AGES and to Register



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8briW1lwixN4UYG2v-hinxlbr2ZzM3u3d1J9jyKfWop5urw/viewform

HELP WANTED! We are looking for friendly, welcoming faces to be part of our Pangari Team. You
do NOT need to be a member of the Parish Council to serve Pangari duty. What you do need to do is
welcome fellow parishioners, make change when they purchase candles, help with passing the
collection tray, etc. It's a great way to serve the Parish and to learn more about how the Parish operates
as you'll be serving next to existing Parish Council members. If you are interested, then please reach
out to either Elaine Piligian (Parish secretary) or John Pogas.

To Parents of Young Children: In case you are not aware, our church has a Cry/Bride Room in the
Narthex. For those parents whose young children might understandably get fussy during a service,
please feel free to take your youngster into that room for a short while. (There is a closed-circuit TV
showing the service in the room as well as a bathroom/changing station). The intention is NOT to
relegate you to another room; rather, this will enable you to attend to your child in a quiet environment
before bringing him/her back into the church.

The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano?
The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is
right for you. Please call Tom Cox with questions

(215-859-1009) or email him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!

Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church. If you
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus),
Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine, or Manischewitz Concord Grape.

September-Poor Box Donations
Thank you for considering a gift!

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local charity.

Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for September will be provided to the West Chester
University Resource Pantry which assists students in minimizing food and basic need insecurity.
You can learn more about this worthy organization here:
https://www.wcupa.edu/_services/civicEngagementSociallmpact/pantry/.

We ask that you pray for those who benefit from their efforts, their families, as well as those who
work on their behalf. Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. Sophia
Philoptochos adding “Poor Box" to the memo line. Thank you for your generosity!

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to Timothy 2:1-7

Great is our Lord, and great is his power.
Verse: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

Timothy, my son, first of all, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all men, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way. This is good, and it is acceptable in the sight
of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony to which was borne at the proper time. For
this | was appointed a preacher and apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of
the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Avayvwoig €maToAR
Npog TipéBeov o' 2:1-7 16 Avayvwaopa

Méyag o Kipiog nuawv, kai ugydAn n ioxug aurod.
Zriy. Aiveite rov Kdpiov, o1 dya6og.

Téxkvov Tiu6Bee, TapakaA® oUV TP@TOV TTAVTWY TIoIEIo0al SEAOEIC, TTPOOEUXAC, EVTEUEEIC,
e0yaploTiag, UTTEP TAVTWY AvOPWTTWY, UTTEP BATIAéWV Kai TAVIWY TQV &V UTTEPOXT OVIWY,
iva Apepov kai nauyiov Biov didywyev &v aon cUoePeia kai oepvotnTl. TodTo YaP KOAOV
kai amddektov Evitriov 100 cwTAPog AUV Beol, 0¢ Tavtag avBpwtoug BéAel owbfval
Kai €i¢ émiyvworv aAnBeiag éABeiv. Eic yap Ocdc, €ic kai peoite Oeol Kai Avepwwy,
avBpwtrog Xp1o10¢ 'Inaolc, 6 6oug £auTdv AvTIAUTPOV UTTEP TTAVTWY, TO HaPTUPIOV KAIPOIG
idiolg, €ic © £1€0nv £yw kAPUE Kai AméaToAog,- GAnBeiav Aéyw €v XpioT, oU weldoyal,-
di1ddokahog £BvQv €v TrioTel Kai GAnOeia.


tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://www.wcupa.edu/_services/civicEngagementSocialImpact/pantry/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel According to Luke 4:16-22

At that time, Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went to the
synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath day. And he stood up to read; and there was
given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found the place where it
was written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord." And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, "Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing." And all spoke well of him, and wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of his mouth.

EVAITEAION
'Ek 100 Kara Aoukav 4:16-22 EUayyeAiou 10 Avayvwaopa

T kaip® éxkeivw, AABEV 6 Inooiic eic Nalapd, oU Av TeBpaupévog, Kai ciofjAde katdr 70
€iwBo¢ auT® €v TR AUEPA TGV CaBRATWY Ei¢ TAV Guvaywyrv, Kai AvéaTn dvayva)vm Kal
sméoen auT® BiBAiov “Haaiiou 100 npocpmou Kai avqmuﬁag 10 BIBAiov eupe TOV TOTIOV
oU Av yeypappévov - NMvedua Kupiou ém’ &ué, oU eivekev Expioé e, bayyehioacdal mwxmg
AaméaTaAké e, ioaoBal Toug ouvTeTpIPpéVoUg TRV Kapdiav, knpTtar aixuaAwToig Geeoiv
Kai TUQAOIC avapBAeyiv, amoaTeilal TeBpauapévoug €v agéacl, knpUtal éviautdv Kupiou
dekTOV. Kai TTugag 10 BIBAiov ammodoug T UTINPEETN EKABIOE - Kai TAvVTIWY £V T guvaywyi
oi 0@BaAuoi Aoav Ateviloviec auT®. Aplato 8¢ Aéyelv TpoOC altouc 6T OruEpOV
memAfpwtal 1 ypaer alm €v Toi¢ waiv UP@V. Kai Tavteg EuaptUpouv alt®) Kai
€6aupadov £mi 10iG AOYOIG TS XAPITOG TOIG EKTTOPEUOUEVOIC €K TOO OTONATOS AUTOU.

St. Sophia Vespers: We are pleased to announce that His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New
Jersey will be joining us on Monday, September 16t, at 6:30 pm for Hierarchical Great Vespers &
Artoklasia for the Feast of St. Sophia/Ss Faith Hope and Agape. Philoptochos will be hosting a dessert
reception after the Vesper Service. We invite everyone to be with us to join us in celebration as
welcome His Eminence to our community.

Vespers Reception: Philoptochos will be hosting a reception on the evening of Monday, September
16t following Hierarchical Great Vespers for the Feast Day of St. Sophia. We are asking for donations
of small pastries for the evening. Please bring your donation to the church kitchen prior to the start
of the Vesper Service. Please bring only individual pastries that are easily handled without a fork! Kindly
contact Lucy Kline if you have any questions (lucyluwho@verizon.net or 215-206-8180).

Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Hierarchical Great Vespers
Monday, September 16, 2024
6:30 P.M.

&

Orthros, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, September 17, 2024
9:00 A.M.

SS. Sophia, Faith, Hope & Agape
Greek Orthodox Church
900 S Trooper Road
Jeffersonville, PA 19403
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(OLOR YOUR FALL WITH KINDNESS.

Give blood.

+ American
% Red Cross

Interfaith Blood Drive

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church

and

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Wednesday October 29, 2024
1:30PM - 6:30PM

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — Church Gym
2530 Stinson Lane
Norristown, PA 19403

Sign up at redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code: PAlnterfaith

SCANTO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

Fall into donating!
Come to October for a $10 egift card by e-mail.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733- 2767 | RedCrossB\ood org | Download the Blood Donor App

......

THE NICENE CREED
(The Confession of Faith)

| believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one
essence with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead;
His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.
Amen




ENGLISH

Our Father, who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it 1s in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

THE
LORD’S
PRAYER

ENGLISH PHONETICS

GREEK

Hatep Mudv O £v T0ig 0VPAVOIS
ayletnTe 10 Ovoud cov,
gh0ETe 1) Puctiein cov,
eyt To T BEIN UG ooV, O]
&v ovpav® Kai £xtl TS yijc.

Tov dptov NuUAdY OV

gmovoiov 60C Nuiv

onuepov Kol e UiV Td
dpetnuatd MUV, O Kol NUETS
aiepey Toig OPehETan UAY Kail
L) EIGEVEYKNS NS &g
TEWPACHOV, AhAA POOEL S Ao
TOD TOVIPOD.

Pa-ter 1-moén o en tis ou-ra-nis
a-gi-as-thi-to to 0-no-ma Sou,
el-thé-to I va-si-li-a Sou,
ge-ni-thi-to to thé-li-ma Sou, os
en ou-ra-no ke e-pi tis ghis.

Ton ar-ton 1-mon ton
e-pi-ou-si-on dos 1-min

si-me-ron ke a-fes 1-min ta
o-fe-li-ma-ta 1-mon, os ke 1-mis
a-fi-e-men tis o-fi-1é-tes 1-mon ke
mi i-se-nég-kis 1-mas 1s
pi-ras-mon, al-la ri-se i-mas a-po
tou po-ni-roa.

Phonetics by Dr. Christine Kerxhalli,
orthodoxtoday. wordpress.com

PRAYER MINISTRY

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known fo God, and the peace of God, which surpasses alf
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4.6-7

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing you will receive.” Matthew 21.22
"For with God. nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Clearly, there is nothing more powerful than the power of prayer. Imagine someone struggling
or suffering and then having multiple people praying for them daily! Our *Prayer Warriors" do
just that. They will pray for individuals added to the list daily for a period of 6 months.

If you know of someone in heed, you can add them to our prayer list using one of the
following methods:
1. Fill out a request form at the box found in the church narthex OR

2. Send an email to Pravers@SaintSophiaChurch.org OR

3. Use the anonymous online form (the link is found under Prayer Ministry on our website),
or you can use this link https:/fforms. office. com/rkMx49Jdpti OR

4. Use the QR form below (also found on the box in the narthex) which takes you to the
anonymous form.




Saint Sophia Greek School
2024-2025

Register Now!

Classes start September 26, 2024

For more information or to register,
please contact Dimitra Klapakis at 623-363-0980 or

dimitraklapakis19@gmail.com
Or visit www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanquageschool

Communion Prayers

| believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the first. | also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, | pray to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word and deed, in knowledge
or in ignorance. And make me worthy, without condemnation, to partake of
Your pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.

Behold, | approach for Divine Communion. O Maker, burn me not as |
partake, For You are fire consuming the unworthy. But cleanse me from
every stain.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.

Tremble, O man, as you behold the divine Blood. It is a burning coal that
sears the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and nourishes me: It
deifies the Spirit and wondrously nourishes the mind.

You have smitten me with yearning, O Christ, and by Your divine eros You
have changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire my sins, and grant me to be
filled with delight in You, so that, leaping for joy, | may magnify, O Good One,
Your two comings.

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of Your saints? If |
should dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture will condemn me,
since it is not a wedding garment; and being bound up, | shall be cast out by
the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of my soul, and save me, as You are
the one Who loves mankind. In Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul, and save
me.

Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not these Holy
Gifts be to my judgment because | am unworthy, but rather for the purification
and sanctification of both soul and body and the pledge of the life and
Kingdom to come. It is good for me to cleave unto God and to place in Him
the hope of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a partaker of Your mystical supper. For
I will not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor will | give You a kiss, as
did Judas. But like the thief, | confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in Your
Kingdom.


https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool

September 1, 2024
Ecclesiastical New Year
Symeon the Stylite
Synaxis of the Recovery of the Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos of Miasenae
The 40 Holy Ascetic Virgin Martyrs of Thrace and their Teacher Ammon the Deacon
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari — no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.

Coffee Hour: Thank you to the Richie Family for offering today’s coffee hour in honor of Lukas’ 231
birthday.

Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently.
There are still several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour,
please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the
coffee/refreshments table. Please note that the church will supply coffee, creamer, juice, and
paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that coffee hour sponsors donate $25
(made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you!

Ministries Sunday: Do you have questions on how to enroll your kids in GOYA, JOY/HOPE, Sunday
School, Greek School, or Greek Dance? Are there requirements? What exactly does AHEPA do? Or
Parish Council? And what does the Ladies Philoptochos Society do for the Parish and our community?
Well, we've got answers! On Sunday September 81, we will have a Ministries Fair in the hall during
coffee hour. Think of a college fair but for the many ministries of our parish. Hope to see you there!

Register for Youth Ministries: We have now made it easy for you to register your child(ren) for any
of the Youth Ministries using just one online registration form! Just click on the link that follows to
register REGISTER. You may also use your cell phone to register using the QR code located on the
flyer on the last page of this bulletin.

Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available at the Pangari and on our
website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community.
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sun. Aug. 25t
Thurs. Aug. 29th
Sun. Sept. 15t
Mon. Sept. 2nd
Sun. Sept. 8h
Mon. Sept. 9th
Sat. Sept. 14t

Sun. Sept. 15t

Mon. Sept. 16th

Tues. Sept. 17th

Sun. Sept. 22nd
Thurs. Sept. 26t
Sun. Sept. 29th
Wed. Oct. 2nd
Thurs. Oct. 31

Sun. Oct. 6t

8:45 am
8:45 am

8:45 am

8:45 am

8:45 am
8:45 am

8:45 am

6:30 pm

8:45am

8:45 am

4:30 pm
8:45 am

12:15 pm

1:30 pm -

6:30 pm

4:30 pm
8:45am

12:15 pm

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
9th Sunday of Matthew

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Ecclesiastical New Year

Labor Day - the Parish Office is Closed
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Nativity of the Theotokos

Ministries Sunday during Coffee Hour
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Holy & Righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim & Anna

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday after Holy Cross

Sunday school classes begin

Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence

Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

for St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape Feast Day
Hierarchical Great Vespers & Artoklasia

St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape

Dessert reception to follow

Orthros; 10:00 am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
St. SophialSs Faith, Hope & Agape

Luncheon to follow

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

1st Sunday of Luke

Greek school classes begin (children)

Orthros; 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

2nd Sunday of Luke

Greek school classes begin (adults)

Interfaith Blood Dnive at The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints., 2530 Sfinson Lane (see flyer)

Bus Trip to Agia Skepi Monastery (more info to follow)

Greek schoal (children)

Orthros: 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

3rd Sunday of Luke; Holy Apostle Thomas

Greek school (adults)

FK A

[ ABOR DAY
NORRRIiR

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HARD WORK


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8briW1lwixN4UYG2v-hinxlbr2ZzM3u3d1J9jyKfWop5urw/viewform
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool

Prot. No. 481

tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD'S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

® ok

Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

Thirty-five whole years have lapsed since the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate established September 1, the Feast of the Indiction and opening
of the ecclesiastical year, as a Day of Prayers for the Protection of the Natural
Environment. This blessed initiative had a great resonance and borne bountiful fruit. The
multidimensional ecological activities of the Holy Great Church of Christ today center
around the phenomenon of climate change—or rather, the climate crisis—which has
caused a “planetary state of emergency.”

We appreciate the contribution of the environmental movements, the international
agreements for the environment, the related engagement on the part of scientists with
this problem, the contribution of environmental education, the ecological sensitivity and
mobilization of countless people and especially representatives of the younger
generation. However, we insist that what is needed is an axiological “Copernican turn,”
a radical change of mentality globally, a substantial revision of the relationship between
humankind and nature. Otherwise, we will continue to treat the catastrophic
consequences of the ecological crisis, while leaving intact and active the roots of the
problem.

The environmental threat is a dimension of the extended crisis in contemporary
civilization. In this sense, confronting the problem cannot be successtul on the basis of
the principles of the same civilization, of the rationale behind it, which created it in the
first place. We have repeatedly expressed our conviction that churches and religions can
contribute significantly to a vital spiritual and evaluative conversion for the sake of the
future of humanity and the planet. Genuine religious faith dissolves the arrogance and
titanism of humankind, inasmuch as it constitutes the embankment of its transformation
into a “man-god,” who abolishes all standards, boundaries, and values, while declaring
himself “the measure of all things” and instrumentalizing both his fellow human beings
and nature for the satistaction of his unquenchable needs and arbitrary pursuits.

The centuries-long experience teaches us that, without an “Archimedean”
spiritual and evaluative support, humanity cannot avoid the risks of a nihilistic

“anthropologism.” This is the legacy of the classical spirit, as articulated by Plato through
the principle that “God is the measure of all things for us” (Laws 716c). This
understanding of humanity and its responsibility through its relationship with God is
expressed through the Christian teaching about the creation of Adam “in the image of
God” and “according to His likeness,” as well as about the assumption of human nature
by the incarnate pre-eternal Word of God for our salvation and the renewal of all creation.
The Christian faith recognizes the supreme value of humanity and creation alike. In this
spirit, then, respect tor the sacredness of the human person and the protection of the
integrity of the “very good” creation are inseparable. Faith in the God of wisdom and
love inspires and supports the creative forces of humankind, strengthening it in the face
of challenges and trials, even when overcoming these appears humanly impossible.

We have struggled and still strive for an inter-Orthodox and inter-Christian
collaboration for the protection of humanity and creation, as well as for the introduction
of this subject in interfaith dialogue and common actions of religions. Moreover, we
particularly emphasize the need to understand that the contemporary ecological crisis
impacts first and foremost the poorer inhabitants on earth. In the document of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, entitled “For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the
Orthodox Church,” this topic is underlined emphatically along with the essential concern
of the Church in light of the consequences of climate change: “We must understand that
serving our neighbor and preserving the natural environment are intimately and
inseparably connected. There is a close and indissoluble bond between our care of
creation and our service to the body of Christ, just as there is between the economic
conditions of the poor and the ecological conditions of the planet. Scientists tell us that
those most egregiously harmed by the current ecological crisis will continue to be those
who have the least. This means that the issue of climate change is also an issue of social
welfare and social justice.” (Paragraph 76)

In conclusion, we wish you, most honorable brothers and most beloved children,
a new ecclesiastical year full of divine blessings and productivity, invoking upon you all,
through the intercession of Panagia Pammakaristos, whose wondrous and miraculous
icon we honor and celebrate on this day and humbly venerate, the lite-giving grace and
boundless mercy of the Creator of all and God of wondrous things.

September 1, 2024
1 Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQ1 @EOY APXIEIIEKOITIOL KONIZTANTINOYTIOAEQEL
NEAY POMHE KAI OIKOYMENIKOL ITATPTAPXHZ
TIANTI TQL ITTAHPOMATI THY. EKKAHEIAL XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAT EAEOZ
IIAPA TOY AHMIOYPTOY ITAZHY. THE KTIZEQY
KYPIOY KAI ®@EQY KAI ZQTHPOE HMON IHEQY XPIZTOY

* A %

Tuyudrearcol adeApol Tegdoxar kal térva év Kol dyamnnd,

Towxovtaneviastio AN nagiAbev dmnd s kabiegioews Vo g Avying kal
Tepdic Zuvodov tod Olxovpevikod Tatgugxelov tig 1 Lemtepfolov, £ogtis g
Tvdiktov kai évéapEems ol fkAnowonikot étoug, @ Huégag npogevxiov vmtéQ TG
ngootaciog tob guonol megipdAAovtos. H evdoynpévn avt] mewtopovdia foxe
peydAnv annow kai dkagmogdgnoe TAovoiwg. Al moAvdlkotarol oikoAoyikal
dodoeig T Aviag tob Xpiotob MeyaAng BxiAnoiog EkevIQmvovTaL oTHEQOY eig o
anvopevoy the KApankic dGAAayfis, puaArov dé keioews, T0 &molov ExeL dnpt-
oUQYHTEL piaV KATAOTATLY «TTARVITIKAG EKTEKTOU AVAYKTS>.

ExTIH@pEY TV oUUBOATY TV 0lkOAQYIOY KIVIP&TWY, Tag dLlEOVELS auppw-
viag 14 16 megIBdAov, TV EvaoxdANoY TV EmoMUGvwy pé o MEGPBANUY, v
Tgoopogdy TG MeQIBaAAovTKiic xnadevoews, TV olkoAoyukrv ebawBnolay kal
oTedTEvOV BvaQIBUATWY ATOUWY KAl EBIKKTEQOV EXTQOTWNWY TS VEAS YEVEAS.
‘Opag, Empévopey L gmarteial pia &EOADYKY] «koTteQViKeLa oTOET, pia QN
dAAayr] vootgordag maykoopiws, pix ovouxaniky dvadedenols g oxETews o0
GvBodmov pé TV puov. AMwe, B4 guvexiowpey vi BeQamEbwHEY TAS KATROTQO-
QIKAG EMUTTWOEIS TS olkoAoYIKT|G xploews, pé &bitoug kal ¢vepyoug tig gilag Tob
TEOPANUATOG.

H mepipaAdoviier dreldry elvan pin d1dotaots g Ertetapévig kQioews Tov
ouyxeévou moArtopoD, ‘Ev T évvolg tadmy, 1) dviiuetdmals Tod mgopArjpatos dév
elvat duvartéy va doBi i 17 Paoet TV ARV avTod 100 ToAoUeD, TS AoYikig
snAad 1) omola 10 édnpoveynoe. "Exopev fkpodoel kat' EmoavaAmpv TV memnoi-
Bnotv pac 611 eis Ty Cwruciv did 6 péAdov g dvBownotog kal ol AV TOU
pag rvevpativ kol dEloAoyv petactgo@iy divavtat va cuppdAovy peydws
ai FrxAnoion kel oi Bgnoxeial. H yvnola 8gnokevtuai rious katavel wiv dAalo-
velov kail Tov TITavioudy tob &vBQWToy, &TOTEAEL AVAXWHA ELS TV LETATQOTIY TOU
gic «avBpwToBEedV», & bTioiog Katagyel pétga, o kal dEiag, avtoavaryopebetal ig
«MAVTV péTgovs, EgVoAEIoTOLEL OV ouvavBowmov Kai TV @uowy dik Tiv lkavo-
oo T@V AKOQECTWY dvayk@Y Kai TV atBaipétwy Emdudiewy Tov.

H nelpa téov alcovav diddokel &, dvev Evog «aQXLpMdeiov» mvevpaTROD Kai
a&Aoykol omplypatog, 1) avBgwmdng dduvartel vé dmopiyT) Tovs Kivduvoug Evog
pndevioTeald  «dvBgwnodoyiopot». Avm) elval 1) moagakatabikn ot dgxaiov
nvebpatog, $nwg detunden vné tob MAdtwvog dud e xS «@edg iV RAVTWY

xonudTwv nétgove (Ndpot 716c). H kartavanoig o éavBpdmov kal mg 0OV G Tou
péoa &md v oxéowy Tov pé 16V Oedv Epodletal DIk TG XQLOTLRVIKT S ddaokading
nepl g dnuoveyiog tod &vBpdnov «kat eikdva Oeob» kal «kal’ opolwoivy Adté,
KB xal mepl Tiig mooaAnYews tig dvOpwmnivns piaews 0o Tob oagkwiévTog did
v ownelav b avlownov kai dvaxaiviow i 8Ang dnpoveylas meoaiwviov
Adyou 100 Bead. H xpotavie] miots avayvepiler Doty déiav téoov sig w6V
&vBowmov, ooV kai &l ™V itiow. Bv ¢ mtvedpatt tovTe, 0 oeBacuds T iegdttog
oD &vBpwnivov ngoonov kal 1) mgootacia THe AxEQAOTNTOS TG KAAfG Al
pnoveyiag elval adlaipetor. H miotis elg tov @edv tig copiag kal g dydrmg
gpmvéel wal omeilel The dnoVEYIKAS duvapels oD avOQwTov, TOV EVOLVHWVEL
EviTov TV ToKANoEWY Kol TEOV duokoAwwy, dkdun kal tav 1) vrégBacic Twy
Fppaviletal kot &vOQWROV WG AVEPLKTOS.

HywvicOnuev kai dyaoviléueda did miv dop0ddokov Kal daxgomavikny
ouvegyaoiay did Tiv npootaciav tod dvBomov kal ™S ktivews kal o v Evtaly
Th Bepaticis avThg &g tov duxBonokeiokdy dudAoyov kal TG KOWAG DQATELS TV
Bonokeidv. Tovilopey 8¢ Blartéows TV dvdyknv vd xatavondi) 1] oUyXEoVvog
otroAoyuer] kolots TATTEL TRWTioTws Kai $VTOVEITEQOY TOUS TITWXOTEQOVES KATOIKOUS
g yAc. Big 16 weipevov tob Olicovpevikod IatQuagyeiov « “YméQ g Tob KGTUOU
Lawig’. T kovevikdv fidog tig OgBoddEou FrrAnaiag» Umoyeappiletal pet’ Eupa-
oEwe TO Bépo advtd vl 1) dvarykato pégpva tic ExxAnolag vidmiov 1av Euntwoewy
i ’Aarikis dGAAayRs: «[Igémel va katoavorjoovpe 6ti ) dlakovia Tob TAnoioy kai
1) dragvAakn Tob puokad TeQIB&AAovTog elval doonkTa ouvDdEdEUEVES. [MTopdpox
Goomieta ouvdedepéves petady Toug elva kai 1) povTida pag yik v o uoveyin kal
1) Blaovia pag mEog Th LéAT) 10T odpatog Tob Xpomot, 8nws etvat dAAnAEvdeTeg Kal
ol olkovopcés ouvBijkes TV PTwxv pé tis olkovopikés ouvBnkes o TAaviT. Ol
gruotipoveg pag Aéve 8L dicelvor o Exovv mANYEl meQuoodtego and TV TREXOLOX
olkodoymr kolon efvan kai Od elvon ool keréxovv EAdywta. Emopéves, td
TpORANA TS KALHaTIRTG GAAAYTS ArtoteAel kal TmHa KOWWVIKTS TROVOLAG Tl
KOWWVIKTG Dikaoovvng» (§ 76).

Hegaivovteg OV Adyov, eUxopeba moisc OPAS, TipudTatol adeAoi wai
npoc@héatata tékva, TATT Belov ebAoyIOv Kai kaAAlkagrov ToV véov ExiAr)-
oIgTICOV EVIAUTOVY, ETUKAAOUMEVOL ENL TTAVTRG DRAG, peotreia g IMovayiog g
Iaupaxapiotov, Ty Oavuaomiv kel Bavpatovgydéy elkdva e omoing TpduUev
onuegov foptiwg kal Tartevopovee kataomalopeda, Tiv fwrjgutov xéow xal o
dpéronrov EAcog tot Kriotou t@v andviwy kal @eod v Bavpaciov.
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CONTACT LUCY (215) 206-8180 or ladies@saintsophiachurch.org
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RSVP WITH PAYMENT BY SEP 24th TO RESERVE SEAT
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