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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Angelike Dinamis (“Angelic Powers”) 
Angelic Powers were in Your Sepulchre and those who guarded You became as men long dead. And standing 
there was Mary by Your Tomb seeking Your pure and sacred Body, O You despoiled Hades yet tempted not 
by him were Y ou. You did meet the Virgin O Life Bestower, O You Who rose from the dead, Glory to You O 
Lord. 
 
Apolytikion for Holy Transfiguration–Metemorfothis en to Ori (“You were transfigured on the mountain”) 
You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God, showing to Your disciples Your glory as 
much as they could bear. Do also in us, sinners though we may be, shine Your everlasting light, by 
the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Giver of light. Glory to You. 
  
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Epi tou Orous metemorfothis (“Upon the mountain were You transfigured”) 
Upon the mountain were You transfigured, and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far as they were able, O 
Christ our God; so that when they would see You crucified they might understand that Your Passion was 
deliberate, and declare to the world that in truth You are the Father's radiance.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Stewardship/Mortgage Reduction: PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are ever present. Be 
sure to send in your stewardship and mortgage reduction payments before you leave for vacation. 
God bless you for your support of our parish! 
 
Exciting Mortgage Reduction News! An anonymous donor has come forward to match donations 
made to the mortgage reduction fund up to $100,000 for 2024. This is a great opportunity to reduce 
our mortgage by one-third. With your help, we will make a huge difference in our mortgage expenses. 
 
Please Update Your Contact Information: Have you moved recently? Are you receiving our weekly 
emails and occasional phone calls? If any of your contact information has changed (emails, phone 
numbers, address) please send an email to the Parish office at office@saintsophiachurch.org to 
update this information. Thank you! 
 
To Parents of Young Children: In case you are not aware, our church has a Cry/Bride Room in the 
Narthex. For those parents whose young children might understandably get fussy during a service, 
please feel free to take your youngster into that room for a short while. (There is a closed-circuit TV 
showing the service in the room as well as a bathroom/changing station). The intention is NOT to 
relegate you to another room; rather, this will enable you to attend to your child in a quiet environment 
before bringing him/her back into the church. 
 
HELP WANTED! We are looking for friendly, welcoming faces to be part of our Pangari Team. You 
do NOT need to be a member of the Parish Council to serve Pangari duty. What you do need to do is 
welcome fellow parishioners, make change when they purchase candles, help with passing the 
collection tray, etc. It's a great way to serve the Parish and to learn more about how the Parish operates 
as you'll be serving next to existing Parish Council members. If you are interested, then please reach 
out to either Elaine Piligian (Parish secretary) or John Pogas. 
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members:  Can you sing? Do you play 
piano? The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to 
sit in on our rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and 
to see if the choir is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions  (215-
859-1009) or email him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  
 

 
 

 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 15:1-7 
 

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God. 

 
Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not 
please himself; but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 

 
Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 

Πρὸς ῾Ρωμαίους 15:1-7 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 
 

Σῶσον, Κύριε τὸν λαὸν σου καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου. 
Στίχ. Πρὸς σἐ, Κύριε, κεκράξομαι ὁ Θεός μου. 

 
Ἀδελφοί, ὀφείλομεν δὲ ἡμεῖς οἱ δυνατοὶ τὰ ἀσθενήματα τῶν ἀδυνάτων βαστάζειν, καὶ μὴ 
ἑαυτοῖς ἀρέσκειν. Ἕκαστος ἡμῶν τῷ πλησίον ἀρεσκέτω εἰς τὸ ἀγαθὸν πρὸς οἰκοδομήν. 
Καὶ γὰρ ὁ Χριστὸς οὐχ ἑαυτῷ ἤρεσεν, ἀλλά, καθὼς γέγραπται, Οἱ ὀνειδισμοὶ τῶν 
ὀνειδιζόντων σε ἐπέπεσον ἐπʼ ἐμέ. Ὅσα γὰρ προεγράφη, εἰς τὴν ἡμετέραν διδασκαλίαν 
προεγράφη, ἵνα διὰ τῆς ὑπομονῆς καὶ διὰ τῆς παρακλήσεως τῶν γραφῶν τὴν ἐλπίδα 
ἔχωμεν. Ὁ δὲ θεὸς τῆς ὑπομονῆς καὶ τῆς παρακλήσεως δῴη ὑμῖν τὸ αὐτὸ φρονεῖν ἐν 
ἀλλήλοις κατὰ Χριστὸν Ἰησοῦν· ἵνα ὁμοθυμαδὸν ἐν ἑνὶ στόματι δοξάζητε τὸν θεὸν καὶ 
πατέρα τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Διὸ προσλαμβάνεσθε ἀλλήλους, καθὼς καὶ ὁ 
Χριστὸς προσελάβετο ὑμᾶς, εἰς δόξαν θεοῦ. 
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GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Matthew 9:27-35 
 
At that time, as Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son 
of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, "Do you 
believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he touched their eyes, saying, 
"According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged 
them, "See that no one knows it." But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. 
 
As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And when the demon had 
been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this 
seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the prince of demons." 
 
And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 9:27-35 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παράγοντι ἐκεῖθεν τῷ ᾿Ιησοῦ ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ δύο τυφλοὶ κράζοντες καὶ 
λέγοντες· ἐλέησον ἡμᾶς, υἱὲ Δαυΐδ. ἐλθόντι δὲ εἰς τὴν οἰκίαν προσῆλθον αὐτῷ οἱ τυφλοί, καὶ λέγει 
αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· πιστεύετε ὅτι δύναμαι τοῦτο ποιῆσαι; λέγουσιν αὐτῷ· ναί, Κύριε. τότε ἥψατο 
τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν αὐτῶν λέγων· κατὰ τὴν πίστιν ὑμῶν γενηθήτω ὑμῖν. καὶ ἀνεῴχθησαν αὐτῶν οἱ 
ὀφθαλμοί· καὶ ἐνεβριμήσατο αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς λέγων· ὁρᾶτε μηδεὶς γινωσκέτω. οἱ δὲ ἐξελθόντες 
διεφήμισαν αὐτὸν ἐν ὅλῃ τῇ γῇ ἐκείνῃ. 
 
Αὐτῶν δὲ ἐξερχομένων ἰδοὺ προσήνεγκαν αὐτῷ ἄνθρωπον κωφὸν δαιμονιζόμενον· καὶ 
ἐκβληθέντος τοῦ δαιμονίου ἐλάλησεν ὁ κωφός, καὶ ἐθαύμασαν οἱ ὄχλοι λέγοντες ὅτι οὐδέποτε 
ἐφάνη οὕτως ἐν τῷ ᾿Ισραήλ. οἱ δὲ Φαρισαῖοι ἔλεγον· ἐν τῷ ἄρχοντι τῶν δαιμονίων ἐκβάλλει τὰ 
δαιμόνια. 
 
Καὶ περιῆγεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς τὰς πόλεις πάσας καὶ τὰς κώμας διδάσκων ἐν ταῖς συναγωγαῖς αὐτῶν καὶ 
κηρύσσων τὸ εὐαγγέλιον τῆς βασιλείας καὶ θεραπεύων πᾶσαν νόσον καὶ πᾶσαν μαλακίαν ἐν τῷ 
λαῷ. 

 

 
August Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local charity. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for August will be provided to the Media FreeStore, 
working to mitigate rising costs of living and recycling goods. You can learn more about this worthwhile 
organization at https://transitiontownmedia.org/volunteer/working-groups/freestore. 
 
We ask that you pray for those who benefit from their efforts, their families, as well as those who work 
on their behalf.  Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. Sophia 
Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Services are streamed on Facebook each Sunday. 
Simply click on the link below. You do NOT need a Facebook 
account to access the online services. 

www.facebook.com/saintsophiachurch 
 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.   
We hope you can help us with an online donation.  You can give 
by going to our website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking 
on the “Donate” button. 
 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or 
click www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s 
Zelle system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a 
recipient and you’ll be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 
 
Artoklasia: Today’s artoklasia is offered by Philoptochos to remember our blessings and in sharing 
our abundance with those less fortunate. One artos will be provided to the residents of St. Mary’s 
Shelter in Phoenixville, along with a meal prepared, to be delivered on Saturday, August 17th. 
 
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Eleftheria “Roula” Dickson and her family for offering today’s coffee hour. 
 
Paraklesis Services: During the first fifteen days of August, the Church sets aside time for the 
chanting of the Small Paraklesis Service. During the service we honor the Theotokos and ask for her 
intercessions for those who are living. If you would like to submit names to be read, please list the 
Baptismal First Names ONLY (for example, Nicholas – not Niko) of those living, and return them 
to the Parish office as soon as possible (form attached). 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. 
We still need coffee hour sponsors for upcoming Sundays. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall 
near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will supply coffee, creamer, juice, 
and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that coffee hour sponsors donate 
$25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  
 
Register for Greek Language Classes: Registration packets are available at the Pangari and on our 
website: https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/greeklanguageschool.  
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