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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Tou Lithou Sfrayisthentos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”) 
The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers guarded Your 
Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world Your gift of Life.  For this 
do the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower.  Glory to Your Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom.  
Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man. 
 
Apolytikion for Righteous Ephraim the Syrian – Tes ton dhakrion sou roes (With the rivers of your 
tears”) 
With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert bloom; and with your sighs from deep within, you made 
your labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star, illuminating the world by your miracles, O 
Ephrem, our devout father. Intercede with Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην  
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal kontakion – O mitran parthenikin (“The womb of a virgin”) 
You sanctified the virginal womb by Your birth, O Lord, and blessed the hands of Symeon fittingly, O Christ 
God; and even now You came and saved us. Now, give peace to our Nation in time of war, and empower our 
Leaders, so loved by You, the only one who loves humanity. 
 

 

 

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/trivianite2024


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to Timothy 4:9-15 

 
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and 
suffer reproach, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your 
youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I 
come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the 
gift you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their 
hands upon you. Practice these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your 
progress. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Τιμόθεον α' 4:9-15 

 
Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφ' ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι ἐν Κυρίῳ 
 

Τέκνον Τιμόθεε, πιστὸς ὁ λόγος καὶ πάσης ἀποδοχῆς ἄξιος. Εἰς τοῦτο γὰρ καὶ κοπιῶμεν καὶ 
ὀνειδιζόμεθα, ὅτι ἠλπίκαμεν ἐπὶ θεῷ ζῶντι, ὅς ἐστιν σωτὴρ πάντων ἀνθρώπων, μάλιστα πιστῶν. 
Παράγγελλε ταῦτα καὶ δίδασκε. Μηδείς σου τῆς νεότητος καταφρονείτω, ἀλλὰ τύπος γίνου τῶν 
πιστῶν ἐν λόγῳ, ἐν ἀναστροφῇ, ἐν ἀγάπῃ, ἐν πνεύματι, ἐν πίστει, ἐν ἁγνείᾳ. Ἕως ἔρχομαι, 
πρόσεχε τῇ ἀναγνώσει, τῇ παρακλήσει, τῇ διδασκαλίᾳ. Μὴ ἀμέλει τοῦ ἐν σοὶ χαρίσματος, ὃ ἐδόθη 
σοι διὰ προφητείας μετὰ ἐπιθέσεως τῶν χειρῶν τοῦ πρεσβυτερίου. Ταῦτα μελέτα, ἐν τούτοις ἴσθι, 
ἵνα σου ἡ προκοπὴ φανερὰ ᾖ ἐν πᾶσιν. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 19:1-10 

 
At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaios; he 
was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account 
of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, 
he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they 
saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And 
Zacchaios stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today 
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came 
to seek and to save the lost." 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 19:1-10 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, διήρχετο τὴν ῾Ιεριχώ· καὶ ἰδοὺ ἀνὴρ ὀνόματι καλούμενος Ζακχαῖος, καὶ 
αὐτὸς ἦν ἀρχιτελώνης, καὶ οὗτος ἦν πλούσιος, καὶ ἐζήτει ἰδεῖν τὸν ᾿Ιησοῦν τίς ἐστι, καὶ οὐκ 
ἠδύνατο ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄχλου, ὅτι τῇ ἡλικίᾳ μικρὸς ἦν. καὶ προδραμὼν ἔμπροσθεν ἀνέβη ἐπὶ 
συκομορέαν, ἵνα ἴδῃ αὐτόν, ὅτι ἐκείνης ἤμελλε διέρχεσθαι. καὶ ὡς ἦλθεν ἐπὶ τὸν τόπον, 
ἀναβλέψας ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶδεν αὐτὸν καὶ εἶπε πρὸς αὐτόν· Ζακχαῖε, σπεύσας κατάβηθι· σήμερον 
γὰρ ἐν τῷ οἴκῳ σου δεῖ με μεῖναι. καὶ σπεύσας κατέβη, καὶ ὑπεδέξατο αὐτὸν χαίρων. καὶ 
ἰδόντες πάντες διεγόγγυζον λέγοντες ὅτι παρὰ ἁμαρτωλῷ ἀνδρὶ εἰσῆλθε καταλῦσαι. σταθεὶς 
δὲ Ζακχαῖος εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Κύριον· ἰδοὺ τὰ ἡμίση τῶν ὑπαρχόντων μου, Κύριε, δίδωμι τοῖς 
πτωχοῖς, καὶ εἴ τινός τι ἐσυκοφάντησα, ἀποδίδωμι τετραπλοῦν. εἶπε δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς 
ὅτι σήμερον σωτηρία τῷ οἴκῳ τούτῳ ἐγένετο, καθότι καὶ αὐτὸς υἱὸς ᾿Αβραάμ ἐστιν. ἦλθε γὰρ 
ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ζητῆσαι καὶ σῶσαι τὸ ἀπολωλός. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2024 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish 
resources, 2024 Church calendars are available for pickup in 
the Narthex of the church and on the table outside of the Parish 
office. The calendars are available on a first- come, first-serve 
basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family 
take only 1 calendar per household. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Valley Forge Chapter 432 of AHEPA is sponsoring a Super Bowl Block 
Pool with proceeds to benefit the establishment of a local chapter 
scholarship fund. 
 
Each block is $10 – Please visit URL via browser. 
https://superbowlpoolsite.com/contest/515370?p=ahepavfc432 
 
Payments for each $10 block can be made by cash or check made payable to 
– AHEPA VFC 432 
 
Please, contact Chapter President – Matt Stolarczyk – mattstolarczyk@cs.com 
– (215)740-8841 - to purchase blocks and to make payment. 
 

https://superbowlpoolsite.com/contest/515370?p=ahepavfc432
mailto:mattstolarczyk@cs.com


 
January Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos 
Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local 
charity.  
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for January benefit Marvin’s Home of Lansdale, 
which works with youth and young adults who have been homeless or have aged out of the 
foster care system. You can learn more about this worthwhile nonprofit at 
https://www.marvinshome.org. Please pray for the youth and young adults who have been 
helped by Marvin’s Home as well as those who work on their behalf. 
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at: 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. 
Sophia Philoptochos and indicate Poor Box on the memo line. God bless you! 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 
 
Cutting of the Vasilopita: This morning Fr. Peter will bless and cut the Vasilopita in the Cultural 
Center, followed by the blessing of the food. 
 
St. Basil’s Academy Fundraising Breakfast: Each year, the local chapters of the National 
Philoptochos Society hold an event in January to raise funds for the operating expenses of St. Basil's 
Academy. Please join the Ladies' Philoptochos Society TODAY for St. Basil’s Breakfast in the New 
Year! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Girl Scout Cookies Have Arrived!  It’s that wonderful time of year again for our local Girl Scout 
Troops to sell their delicious cookies! Please support our local Girl Scouts that belong to our parish. 
Don’t delay… the cookies will only be here until March 10th. 
 
Blessing of the Homes at Theophany: If you wish to have your home and/or business blessed, 
please call or email the Parish office to put your name on the list for a visitation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HELP WANTED! We are looking for friendly, welcoming faces to be part of our Pangari Team. You 
do NOT need to be a member of the Parish Council to serve Pangari duty. What you do need to do is 
welcome fellow parishioners, make change when they purchase candles, help with passing the 
collection tray, etc. It's a great way to serve the Parish and to learn more about how the Parish operates 
as you'll be serving next to existing Parish Council members. If you are interested, then please reach 
out to either Elaine Piligian (Parish secretary) or John Pogas. 
 
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members:  Can you sing? Do you play 
piano? The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome 
to sit in on our rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music 
and to see if the choir is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions 
(215-859-1009) or email him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Ed: The fourth and final adult catechism class in the “Growing in Faith” series will take place 
this Wednesday, January 31st at 7:00 pm in the nave of the church. This is a beautiful opportunity 
to learn more about our Orthodox faith and how it can be applied to our daily life. In session 4 we will 
discuss Our Sacramental Duty - Confession, Holy Communion, Marriage (between a Man and 
Woman), Chrismation, Baptism, etc., What are the duties of the God Parents, etc.  
 
The next series of Adult Education classes will begin on Wednesday, February 14th at 7:00 pm, in 
the nave of the church: 
Saint Polycarp: Bishop, Martyr, and Teacher of Apostolic Tradition 
Wednesday, February 14th, 7-8 pm - St. Polycarp of Smyrna: The Man and His Epistle 
Wednesday, February 21st, 7-8 pm - The Epistle to the Philippians: Exhortations unto Righteousness 
Wednesday, February 28th, 7-8 pm - The Martyrdom of St. Polycarp: The Text, Its Contents,   
          Theology and Literary Format 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
February 11, 2024 

Stewardship Appreciation Sunday 
 

In appreciation for the tremendous support of our stewards,  
the Parish Council invites you to a complimentary luncheon on  

Sunday, February 11, 2024, immediately following Divine Liturgy.  
We hope you can join us in fellowship! 

 
 
 
 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com


  
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS is The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve (FOCUS), a 
national organization with programs and centers across the US designed to 
address poverty in America.  You can learn more on the website, 
https://focusnorthamerica.org.  
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