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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
 
Apolytikion for the Feast -- En ti Ghennisi (“In giving birth”) 
In giving birth you retained your virginity, and in dormition you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were 
translated unto life, being the Mother of Life. And thus by virtue of your intercessions you deliver our souls from 
death. 
 
Resurrection Apolytikion – Tou Lithou Sfraghisthendos (“The Stone Had Been Sealed”) 
The Jews had sealed the stone that was set before Your Tomb and around Your Grave soldiers guarded Your 
Pure and Sacred Body, yet Savior You arose the third day and granted to the world Your gift of Life.  For this do 
the powers of Heaven acclaim You the Life bestower.  Glory to Your Resurrection and glory to Your Kingdom.  
Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην  
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Tin en presvies (“Unsleeping in intercession”) 
The Theotokos, unsleeping in intercession * and the immovable hope of protection, * could not be retained by 
any tomb or death. * For being Life's own Mother, she was transferred to life by Him * who dwelt in the ever-
virgin womb. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 4:9-16 

 
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
 

Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; because we have 
become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are 
wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the 
present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working 
with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to 
conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things. I do 
not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have 
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 
 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 4:9-16 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Γένοιτο, Κύριε, τὸ ἔλεός σου ἐφ' ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι ἐν Κυρίῳ 
 

Ἀδελφοί, ὁ θεὸς ἡμᾶς τοὺς ἀποστόλους ἐσχάτους ἀπέδειξεν ὡς ἐπιθανατίους· ὅτι 
θέατρον ἐγενήθημεν τῷ κόσμῳ, καὶ ἀγγέλοις, καὶ ἀνθρώποις. Ἡμεῖς μωροὶ διὰ 
Χριστόν, ὑμεῖς δὲ φρόνιμοι ἐν Χριστῷ· ἡμεῖς ἀσθενεῖς, ὑμεῖς δὲ ἰσχυροί· ὑμεῖς 
ἔνδοξοι, ἡμεῖς δὲ ἄτιμοι. Ἄχρι τῆς ἄρτι ὥρας καὶ πεινῶμεν, καὶ διψῶμεν, καὶ 
γυμνητεύομεν, καὶ κολαφιζόμεθα, καὶ ἀστατοῦμεν, καὶ κοπιῶμεν ἐργαζόμενοι ταῖς 
ἰδίαις χερσίν· λοιδορούμενοι εὐλογοῦμεν· διωκόμενοι ἀνεχόμεθα· βλασφημούμενοι 
παρακαλοῦμεν· ὡς περικαθάρματα τοῦ κόσμου ἐγενήθημεν, πάντων περίψημα ἕως 
ἄρτι. Οὐκ ἐντρέπων ὑμᾶς γράφω ταῦτα, ἀλλʼ ὡς τέκνα μου ἀγαπητὰ νουθετῶ. Ἐὰν 
γὰρ μυρίους παιδαγωγοὺς ἔχητε ἐν Χριστῷ, ἀλλʼ οὐ πολλοὺς πατέρας· ἐν γὰρ 
Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ διὰ τοῦ εὐαγγελίου ἐγὼ ὑμᾶς ἐγέννησα. Παρακαλῶ οὖν ὑμᾶς, μιμηταί 
μου γίνεσθε. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Matthew 17:14-23 

 
At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before him said, "Lord, have mercy on my son, for 
he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I 
brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him." And Jesus answered, "O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to 
me." And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then 
the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" He said to them, 
"Because of your little faith. For truly I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, 'Move hence to yonder place,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to 
you. But this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting." As they were gathering in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, "The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, 
and he will be raised on the third day." 
 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 17:14-23 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἐλθόντων αὐτῶν πρὸς τὸν ὄχλον προσῆλθεν αὐτῷ ἄνθρωπος γονυπετῶν 
αὐτὸν καὶ λέγων· Κύριε, ἐλέησόν μου τὸν υἱόν, ὅτι σεληνιάζεται καὶ κακῶς πάσχει· πολλάκις γὰρ 
πίπτει εἰς τὸ πῦρ καὶ πολλάκις εἰς τὸ ὕδωρ. καὶ προσήνεγκα αὐτὸν τοῖς μαθηταῖς σου, καὶ οὐκ 
ἠδυνήθησαν αὐτὸν θεραπεῦσαι. ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν· ὦ γενεὰ ἄπιστος καὶ 
διεστραμμένη! ἕως πότε ἔσομαι μεθ᾿ ὑμῶν; ἕως πότε ἀνέξομαι ὑμῶν; φέρετέ μοι αὐτὸν ὧδε. καὶ 
ἐπετίμησεν αὐτῷ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς, καὶ ἐξῆλθεν ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ τὸ δαιμόνιον καὶ ἐθεραπεύθη ὁ παῖς ἀπὸ τῆς 
ὥρας ἐκείνης. Τότε προσελθόντες οἱ μαθηταὶ τῷ ᾿Ιησοῦ κατ᾿ ἰδίαν εἶπον· διατί ἡμεῖς οὐκ 
ἠδυνήθημεν ἐκβαλεῖν αὐτό; ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· διὰ τὴν ἀπιστίαν ὑμῶν. ἀμὴν γὰρ λέγω 
ὑμῖν, ἐὰν ἔχητε πίστιν ὡς κόκκον σινάπεως, ἐρεῖτε τῷ ὄρει τούτῳ, μετάβηθι ἐντεῦθεν ἐκεῖ, καὶ 
μεταβήσεται, καὶ οὐδὲν ἀδυνατήσει ὑμῖν. τοῦτο δὲ τὸ γένος οὐκ ἐκπορεύεται εἰ μὴ ἐν προσευχῇ 
καὶ νηστείᾳ. ᾿Αναστρεφομένων δὲ αὐτῶν εἰς τὴν Γαλιλαίαν εἶπεν αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· μέλλει ὁ υἱὸς 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου παραδίδοσθαι εἰς χεῖρας ἀνθρώπων καὶ ἀποκτενοῦσιν αὐτόν, καὶ τῇ τρίτῃ ἡμέρᾳ 
ἐγερθήσεται. καὶ ἐλυπήθησαν σφόδρα.  



 
August Poor Box Donations 

Thank you for considering a gift! 
 

Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local charity.   
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for August benefits pancreatic cancer research 
through the Lustgarten Foundation.  You can read more about them at https://lustgarten.org/ 
 
Memorial Wall:  Philoptochos will be creating a tribute wall and we ask parishioners with any relatives 
or friends impacted by a pancreatic cancer diagnosis to provide a name and photo.  Photos will be 
posted in the lobby of the cultural center in August. 
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at: 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html. Or submit a check payable to St. Sophia 
Philoptochos and indicate Poor Box on the memo line.  God bless you! 
 

 

 

  

https://lustgarten.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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10th Sunday of Matthew  
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The Holy Martyr Bassa and Her Sons: Theognis, Agapius, and Pistus  
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage 
Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is being chanted for Maria Tsipras (3 mos), beloved sister of Katherine 
Tsipras. Maria is lovingly remembered by her family members and friends. May her memory be eternal. 
 
Memorial Luncheon: Thank you to Katherine Tsipras for offering today’s luncheon in memory of her 
sister, Maria Tsipras. 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has signed up to sponsor coffee hour 
in the coming weeks. There are still many dates available through the end of the year. If you are 
interested in hosting a coffee hour, don’t forget to sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
door near the coffee/refreshments table. In addition, you may contact Elaine in the Parish office to sign 
up. 
 
Ministries Sunday: Do you have questions on how to enroll your kids in GOYA, Hope/Joy, Sunday 
School, Greek School, or Greek Dance?  Are there requirements?  What exactly does AHEPA do?  Or 
Parish Council?  And what does the Ladies Philoptochos Society do for the Parish and our community? 
Well, we've got answers! 
 

On Sunday September 11th, we will have a Ministries Fair in the hall during coffee hour. Think of a 
college fair but for the many ministries of our parish. Hope to see you there! 
 
Pastoral Visits - A Request to All Parishioners: If you desire a pastoral visit in case of a 
hospitalization, or for someone who is homebound, in a nursing facility, or in prison, please have an 
immediate family member notify the Parish office at 610-650-8960 so that a visit can be arranged. 
 
In Case of Emergency: If you are having an extreme medical emergency ONLY and are in need  
of an Orthodox priest, please call the Parish office at 610-650-8960. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/catecheticalschool
mailto:pkstfamily3@gmail.com
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July 12, 2022 

 
Retiring the Fall Festival 

 
 
Dear St. Sophia Parishioners: 
 
Christ is In Our Midst!  
  
One of the responsibilities of the Parish Council is to provide oversight of the church’s 
expenses and how to fund the various expenses involved in operating the church. With 
current inflation and associated rising prices, St. Sophia’s monthly expenditures are 
approximately $35,000 per month. As we are all aware, we have held Grecian Festivals 
to fill the gap between monthly bills and what is received by parishioners. Unfortunately, 
rising food costs, equipment rentals, etc. have put us in a position where we are doing 
the same amount of work but yielding less revenue. 
  
At the last Parish Council meeting, it was proposed we “retire” the Fall Festival. We are 
proposing this because frankly, we are simply exhausted, and we recognize you are, 
too. This proposal saves everyone from working three festivals (Spring, Fall & Craft 
Fair). FYI… we are the only Parish in the Metropolis to have three festivals, and we are 
one of the few churches in the country that leans so heavily on outside money to sustain 
our parish. 
  
As many of you know, it takes a lot of effort to put on the Fall Festival: planning, baking, 
shopping, preparing the hall and tent, advertising and setting up yard signs -- and that’s 
all before the festival begins! Typically, a parishioner will work three days at the festival, 
usually for a five-hour shift.  If the current starting wage at many retailers is $16/hour.  
 
$16/hour 
x 15 hours 
= $240.00 
 
Then, consider what you and your family spend on food at the festival. That’s easily over 
$20, for one day’s worth of meals. 
  
With approximately 220 families in our parish, if we all chip in to contribute $260 towards 
our Parish, we can retire the Fall Festival.  
  

 St. Sophia 
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To show our commitment to this plan, the Parish Council is committed to donating over 
$20,000 towards this effort. That’s thirteen people and their families’ commitment 
towards our church. What are you willing to contribute? If we all chip in, we can eliminate 
the Fall Festival and enjoy the balance of our summer. 
   
Please join us -- it’s very easy! Look at the options below: 
 

• Make one payment or set up recurring monthly payments on a credit card or via 
Venmo.  

• Set up a one-time payment online by going to – 
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/donate  

• Call the Parish office and arrange for your donation via credit card, Venmo, cash 
or check. 

• See one of the Parish Council Members and they will help you set up your 
donation. 
 

A common church saying is, “The church should operate like a battleship instead of a 
cruise ship. "All hands to battle stations." If we all participate, we can focus our energies 
on ministries that serve our families as well as the entire community. More importantly, 
we can change the community mindset of St. Sophia as more than just “that pretty church 
with the Greek food and music”. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
  
 
 
Rev. Economos Peter J. Thornberg, Proistamenos 
  
  
 
John Pogas, Parish Council President 
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