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February 11, 2024 
16th Sunday of Matthew  

Blaise the Hieromartyr of Sebastia  
Theodora the Empress  

Finding of the relics of Zachariah the Prophet, Father of the Holy Forerunner 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”) 
Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of strength 
has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. First-born among 
the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has granted to the world His Great 
Mercy. 
 
Apolytikion for Holymartyr Vlasios – Ke tropon metochos (“Having become a participant”) 
Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of life and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, in the 
active life you found an entrance to contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the word of truth, and you 
shed your blood in struggling for the faith, O Hieromartyr Blaise, Intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him 
to save our souls. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην  
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”) 
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not 
ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you in faith. Quickly make 
intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor 
you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10 

 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 

Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations. 
 

Brethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation." Behold, 
now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's way, 
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in 
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, 
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, 
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet 
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and 
yet possessing everything. 

 
Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 

Πρὸς Κορινθίους β' 6:1-10 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 
 

Ψάλατε τῷ Θεῷ ἡμῶν, ψάλατε. 
Στίχ. Πάντα τὰ ἔθνη κροτήσατε χεῖρας. 

 
Ἀδελφοί, συνεργοῦντες δὲ καὶ παρακαλοῦμεν μὴ εἰς κενὸν τὴν χάριν τοῦ θεοῦ δέξασθαι ὑμᾶς - 
λέγει γάρ, Καιρῷ δεκτῷ ἐπήκουσά σου, καὶ ἐν ἡμέρᾳ σωτηρίας ἐβοήθησά σοι· ἰδού, νῦν καιρὸς 
εὐπρόσδεκτος, ἰδού, νῦν ἡμέρα σωτηρίας - μηδεμίαν ἐν μηδενὶ διδόντες προσκοπήν, ἵνα μὴ μωμηθῇ 
ἡ διακονία· ἀλλʼ ἐν παντὶ συνιστῶντες ἑαυτοὺς ὡς θεοῦ διάκονοι, ἐν ὑπομονῇ πολλῇ, ἐν θλίψεσιν, 
ἐν ἀνάγκαις, ἐν στενοχωρίαις, ἐν πληγαῖς, ἐν φυλακαῖς, ἐν ἀκαταστασίαις, ἐν κόποις, ἐν 
ἀγρυπνίαις, ἐν νηστείαις, ἐν ἁγνότητι, ἐν γνώσει, ἐν μακροθυμίᾳ, ἐν χρηστότητι, ἐν πνεύματι ἁγίῳ, 
ἐν ἀγάπῃ ἀνυποκρίτῳ, ἐν λόγῳ ἀληθείας, ἐν δυνάμει θεοῦ, διὰ τῶν ὅπλων τῆς δικαιοσύνης τῶν 
δεξιῶν καὶ ἀριστερῶν, διὰ δόξης καὶ ἀτιμίας, διὰ δυσφημίας καὶ εὐφημίας· ὡς πλάνοι καὶ ἀληθεῖς· 
ὡς ἀγνοούμενοι, καὶ ἐπιγινωσκόμενοι· ὡς ἀποθνῄσκοντες, καὶ ἰδού, ζῶμεν· ὡς παιδευόμενοι, καὶ 
μὴ θανατούμενοι· ὡς λυπούμενοι, ἀεὶ δὲ χαίροντες· ὡς πτωχοί, πολλοὺς δὲ πλουτίζοντες· ὡς μηδὲν 
ἔχοντες, καὶ πάντα κατέχοντες. 

 
 

 
 



GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Matthew 25:14-30 

 
The Lord said this parable: "A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So 
also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug 
in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled 
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 
'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy 
of your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had 
received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 
reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will more be given, and he 
will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth." As he said these things he cried 
out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 
 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 25:14-30 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπος ἀποδημῶν ἐκάλεσε τοὺς ἰδίους δούλους καὶ παρέδωκεν 
αὐτοῖς τὰ ὑπάρχοντα αὐτοῦ, καὶ ᾧ μὲν ἔδωκε πέντε τάλαντα, ᾧ δὲ δύο, ᾧ δὲ ἕν, ἑκάστῳ κατὰ τὴν ἰδίαν 
δύναμιν, καὶ ἀπεδήμησεν εὐθέως. πορευθεὶς δὲ ὁ τὰ πέντε τάλαντα λαβὼν εἰργάσατο ἐν αὐτοῖς καὶ ἐποίησεν 
ἄλλα πέντε τάλαντα. ὡσαύτως καὶ ὁ τὰ δύο ἐκέρδησε καὶ αὐτὸς ἄλλα δύο. ὁ δὲ τὸ ἓν λαβὼν ἀπελθὼν ὤρυξεν 
ἐν τῇ γῇ καὶ ἀπέκρυψε τὸ ἀργύριον τοῦ κυρίου αὐτοῦ. μετὰ δὲ χρόνον πολὺν ἔρχεται ὁ κύριος τῶν δούλων 
ἐκείνων καὶ συναίρει μετ᾿ αὐτῶν λόγον. καὶ προσελθὼν ὁ τὰ πέντε τάλαντα λαβὼν προσήνεγκεν ἄλλα πέντε 
τάλαντα λέγων· κύριε, πέντε τάλαντά μοι παρέδωκας· ἴδε ἄλλα πέντε τάλαντα ἐκέρδησα ἐπ᾿ αὐτοῖς. ἔφη αὐτῷ 
ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ· εὖ, δοῦλε ἀγαθὲ καὶ πιστέ! ἐπὶ ὀλίγα ἦς πιστός, ἐπὶ πολλῶν σε καταστήσω· εἴσελθε εἰς τὴν 
χαρὰν τοῦ κυρίου σου. προσελθὼν δὲ καὶ ὁ τὰ δύο τάλαντα λαβὼν εἶπε· κύριε, δύο τάλαντά μοι παρέδωκας· 
ἴδε ἄλλα δύο τάλαντα ἐκέρδησα ἐπ᾿ αὐτοῖς. ἔφη αὐτῷ ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ· εὖ, δοῦλε ἀγαθὲ καὶ πιστέ! ἐπὶ ὀλίγα 
ἦς πιστός, ἐπὶ πολλῶν σε καταστήσω· εἴσελθε εἰς τὴν χαρὰν τοῦ κυρίου σου. προσελθὼν δὲ καὶ ὁ τὸ ἓν 
τάλαντον εἰληφὼς εἶπε· κύριε· ἔγνων σε ὅτι σκληρὸς εἶ ἄνθρωπος, θερίζων ὅπου οὐκ ἔσπειρας καὶ συνάγων 
ὅθεν οὐ διεσκόρπισας· καὶ φοβηθεὶς ἀπελθὼν ἔκρυψα τὸ τάλαντόν σου ἐν τῇ γῇ· ἴδε ἔχεις τὸ σόν. ἀποκριθεὶς 
δὲ ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· πονηρὲ δοῦλε καὶ ὀκνηρέ! ᾔδεις ὅτι θερίζω ὅπου οὐκ ἔσπειρα καὶ συνάγω ὅθεν 
οὐ διεσκόρπισα! ἔδει οὖν σε βαλεῖν τὸ ἀργύριόν μου τοῖς τραπεζίταις, καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐγὼ ἐκομισάμην ἂν τὸ ἐμὸν 
σὺν τόκῳ. ἄρατε οὖν ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ τὸ τάλαντον καὶ δότε τῷ ἔχοντι τὰ δέκα τάλαντα. τῷ γὰρ ἔχοντι παντὶ 
δοθήσεται καὶ περισσευθήσεται, ἀπὸ δὲ τοῦ μὴ ἔχοντος καὶ ὃ ἔχει ἀρθήσεται ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ. καὶ τὸν ἀχρεῖον 
δοῦλον ἐκβάλετε εἰς τὸ σκότος τὸ ἐξώτερον· ἐκεῖ ἔσται ὁ κλαυθμὸς καὶ ὁ βρυγμὸς τῶν ὀδόντων. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AHEPA VFC 432 Super Bowl Squares 
 
Thanks to all that participated in the 100 squares selection. 
 
Prizes are awarded based on the last digit of running score of each quarter for the AFC  
and NFC teams as follows:  
 
$100 for Quarter 1, 2, and 3 and $200 for Quarter 4 (or final if OT).  
 

Proceeds will be used by AHEPA VFC 4323 for the establishment of a local chapter 
scholarship fund. 
 
Scroll to bottom of the page for each Quarter to see the random numbers posted 
 
Quarter 1 - https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/317305 

Quarter 2 - https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354881 

Quarter 3 - https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354882 

Quarter 4 - https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354883 

 
Winners are automatically determined at end of each quarter including 4th (or final) quarter. 
Winners will be notified by Chapter President - Matthew Stolarczyk - 
mattstolarczyk@cs.com 

Remember, random numbers posted change from quarter to quarter to improve odds. 

 

https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/317305
https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354881
https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354882
https://superbowlpoolsite.com/grid/515370/354883
mailto:mattstolarczyk@cs.com


 
 
February Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos 
Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local 
charity.  
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for February benefit Meals on Wheels of 
Chester County, which provides nutritious meals and personal interaction to homebound 
adults to help them live independently in their own homes. You can learn more about this 
worthwhile nonprofit at https://mowcc.org. Please pray for the elderly and their families who are 
helped by Meals and Wheels as well as those who work on their behalf.                         
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at: 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. 
Sophia Philoptochos and indicate Poor Box on the memo line. God bless you! 
 

 
 

 
 
HELP WANTED! We are looking for friendly, welcoming faces to be part of our Pangari Team. You 
do NOT need to be a member of the Parish Council to serve Pangari duty. What you do need to do is 
welcome fellow parishioners, make change when they purchase candles, help with passing the 
collection tray, etc. It's a great way to serve the Parish and to learn more about how the Parish operates 
as you'll be serving next to existing Parish Council members. If you are interested, then please reach 
out to either Elaine Piligian (Parish secretary) or John Pogas. 
 
 
 
 
The Choir is Looking for New Members:  Can you sing? Do you play 
piano? The choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome 
to sit in on our rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music 
and to see if the choir is right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions 
(215-859-1009) or email him at tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you! 
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The Hellenic University Club of 
Philadelphia – Scholarships: HUC is 
now accepting applications for the 
2024-25 Scholarships for graduating 
high school seniors, undergraduate 
and graduate students of Greek 
descent. Eligibility requirements, and 
details of the applications can be found 
at https://lnkd.in/dnHEH_vS.   
 
Deadline: April 1, 2024. For any 
information, please send email 
to: hucscholarships@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 11, 2024 

16th Sunday of Matthew  
Blaise the Hieromartyr of Sebastia  

Theodora the Empress  
Finding of the relics of Zachariah the Prophet, Father of the Holy Forerunner 

 
 
St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is chanted for the soul of Kiriakos Kalogeroudis (32 years), beloved 
brother-in-law of Eleftheria “Roula” (Thomas) Dickson. May his memory be eternal.  
 
Artoklasia: Today’s artoklasia is offered by Philoptochos to remember our blessings and in sharing 
our abundance with those less fortunate. One artos will be provided to the residents of St. Mary’s 
Shelter in Phoenixville, along with a meal prepared, to be delivered on Saturday, February 17th. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Girl Scout Cookies Have Arrived!  It’s that wonderful time of year again for our local Girl Scout 
Troops to sell their delicious cookies! Please support our local Girl Scouts that belong to our parish. 
Buy your cookies today! 
 
House Blessings Delayed: Due to Fr. Peter’s knee injury, he is currently unable to do house 
blessings. Once he has recovered, he can make arrangements to bless your homes and businesses. 
Should you need bottles of Holy Water, they are available in the Narthex on Sundays. Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Appreciation Sunday 
TODAY! 

 

In appreciation for the tremendous support of our stewards, the Parish 
Council invites you to a complimentary brunch TODAY 

immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We hope you can join us in fellowship! 

https://lnkd.in/dnHEH_vS.
mailto:hucscholarships@gmail.com


 

 
 
The next series of Adult Education classes will begin on Wednesday, February 21st at 7:00 pm, in 
the nave of the church: 
 
Saint Polycarp: Bishop, Martyr, and Teacher of Apostolic Tradition 
Wednesday, February 21st, 7-8 pm - St. Polycarp of Smyrna: The Man and His Epistle 
Wednesday, February 28th, 7-8 pm - The Epistle to the Philippians: Exhortations unto Righteousness 
Wednesday, March 6th, 7-8 pm - The Martyrdom of St. Polycarp: The Text, Its Contents,   
          Theology and Literary Format 
 
 

NOW ON SALE! 
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